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Article L 
Nicholas Sanderson) 



It is a very interesting and instructive fact, that, among 
those who in every age have been distinguished for 
their scientific and literary attainments, appear the 
names of men who, during their whole lives, were 
compelled to contend with obstacles which to common 
minds seem utterly impossible to be overcome. But of 
all the disadvantages to which a human being can ever 
be subjected in the pursuit of knowledge, the privation of 
one or more of the senses, must be admitted as the most 
appalling. For the senses are the avenues by which the 
mind obtains its knowledge of the material world ; and it 
would seem that when one of these is rendered useless, 
the mind could at most be but imperfectly developed. 
And yet, if history is to be credited, there have been in 
almost every age blind men, (we mention blind men, 
because sight is regarded as the most important of the 
senses,) whose misfortune has only served to stimulate 
them to greater exertions in the acquisition of knowledge. 
All that we really know of the greatest poet the world 
has ever produced, is, that he was a blind man ; and the 

1 It will be interesting to the reader to know, that the author of this 
article is, himself^ a subject of the privation which he describes. — Ed, 
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immortal author of the Paradise Lost was subjected to the 
same calamity. We might multiply instances of these, to 
an extent which would astonish those who have never 
given any attention to the subject We could show that, 
not only in poetry, but in almost every other department 
of literature, in the sciences, and in the cultivation of 
many of the arts, blindness really constitutes no imped- 
iment. 

We propose, however, in this article, to confine our 
observations to one who would, probably, have been a 
remarkable man under any circumstances ; whose won- 
derful powers no misfortune, however great, could entirely 
prevent from making an impression, in whatever avocation 
he might have been called to exercise them. No one can 
read the life of Sanderson, without being more deeply 
impressed with the power of mind to subject matter to its 
purposes, and without feeling convinced that there is, in 
the mighty energies of a well-directed intellect, a force 
which no mere physical misfortune can withstand. It is 
to be deeply regretted, that a full and adequate biography 
of Sanderson has not yet been given to the world. A 
mere sketch of his life was published in the appendix to 
his work on Fluxions ; and a short, but very interesting 
account of him, contained in a work published by the 
Society in England for the Dissemination of Useful 
Bjiowledge, is all we know of one of the greatest men of 
the last century. Lord Brougham, in a labored effort, has 
attempted to vindicate Voltaire from the obliquy to which 
his untiring efforts to overthrow Christianity had consigned 
him ; and Carlyle, with, we think much more commendable 
zeal, has endeavored to redeem the name of Cromwell 
from the reproaches heaped upon it by a corrupt aris- 
tocracy, and a degraded priesthood. And may we not 
hope that some one of the great minds of our day, will yet 
do justice to the memory and merits of Sanderson ? All that 
we can do in this paper, is to give something like a connected 
statement of the facts of his life, collected from the sources 
mentioned above ; and to make a few observations upon 
the method by which he was enabled to substitute other 
senses for the one of which he w^as deprived. We may, 
in this way, testify, in our humble manner, gratitude for 
his example, and admiration for his success. 
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Nicholas Scuiderson was bom at the village of Thurston, 
in Yorkshire, England, in 1682.' " He was only a year 
old, when he was deprived, by small-pox, not only of 
sight, but even of his eyes themselves, which were 
destroyed by abscess." It was fortunate for Sanderson 
that he lost his sight at this early age ; since those persoiui 
who become blind in infancy, or who were born blind, 
always possess advantages over those who have had the 
use of their eyes until they have arrived at maturity, 
Sanderson, when very young, displayed a fondness for 
knowledge, which, instead of being suppressed, as in 
most blind persons of that day, was encouraged by his 
parents, who sent him to a free school, at Penniston, in the 
neighborhood of his native place. It was probably here, 
where, for the first time, he had to contend with those who 
possessed the advantages of vision, Xhat the energy and 
perseverance, to which he owed his success in after life, first 
manifested themselves. It is not very difficult to conceive 
of the method, which must have been pursued by his 
master, in imparting to the mind of his blind pupil the 
elements of knowledge. He must have had the lesson 
read to him frequently, until his memory was enabled to 
retain it It is possible that he was assisted in the study 
of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and the higher mathe- 
matics', by contrivances similar to those made use of by 
Abbe Hauy, and which are now employed in the institu- 
tions for the education of the blind, in Europe, and in this 
country. For the most part, however, his instruction 
must have been oral His knowledge of the languages, in 
which he attained great proficiency, could only have 
been acquired by the assistance of an amanuensis. We 
are informed that, at the age of sixteen, Sanderson could 
read, or understand when read to him, works written in 
the Greek and Latin languages, with as much ease as 
those written in his native tongue. There are several 
Latin compositions of great merit, written by him, still 
extant. But it was probably in mathematics that he most 
excelled. His successor in the University of Cambridge, 

^It may be interesting to the reader to know, that in just one hun- 
dred years from the birth of Sanderson, Abbe Hauy, prompted by 
Sanderson's example, made the first efforts in Europe to educate the 
blind. 
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aflserto that Sanderson surveyed the whole coast of 
Scotland. Of course, it is meant that he performed the 
mathematical process, emfdoying another person's eyes in 
making the necessary observations. The faculties upon 
which he most depended in acquiring his education, are 
diose which, in the minds of most blind persons, predom- 
inate — memory, and concentration. These faculties are, 
by no means, the most important of those with which Giod 
has endowed us; but the process best calculated to 
develope them, is that which is best suited to invigorate 
all the other mental powers. The necessity, under wnich 
a blind person labors, in acquiring a knowledge of men 
and things, early renders his memory very retentive ; and 
if he pursues its cultivation through life, it compensates 
him, in a very great degree, for the want of that sovereign 
CfrgSin, upon which others rely, by which they are enabled 
to recur to books, and take cognizance of facts in the 
world around them. Abercrombie mentions a blind man, 
who could repeat, verbatim, any part of the Bible to which 
his attention was directed ; and he also relates many other 
wonderful facts, showing the extent and capability of this 
faculty. If we bear in mind the fact, that it is by sight 
alone that w^e obtain our knowledge of all those objects 
by which we are not immediately surrounded, — that, 
although the principal use of the eye is to make us 
acquainted with colors, yet we actually make use of it to 
obtain a knowledge of motion, form, space, &c., — we 
shall be able to appreciate more fully the diflSculties which 
must have beset the path of Sanderson. But, unattracted 
by surrounding objects, he could the better concentrate his 
naturally energetic mind upon whatever subject he desired 
to investigate; and this, together with his powerful 
memory, of which we have aJready spoken, enabled him 
not merely to compete with his schoolmates, but actually 
to surpass them. The father of Sanderson held a place 
in the excise of his native county; his income was, 
therefore, not sufficient to enable him to give his son a 
liberal education, or to provide him with the means of 
fully gratifying his love of knowledge. When he had 
reached his twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth year, he was still 
without a profession. His own wish was to go to the 
university ; but the limited circumstances of his father 
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rendered it impossible. It was therefore decided that he 
should go to Cambridge, not as a student, but as a teacher 
of mathematics and natural philosophy. Accordingly, in 
the year 1707, under the protection of a friend, one of the 
fellows of Christ's College, he conunenced his career as a 
lecturer ; which introduced him to the men of letters and 
science, among whom we would mention Sir Isaac New- 
ton, who gave him many substantial proofs of his friend- 
ship. We also have to record here, to the credit of the 
eccentric but unfortunate Whiston, who then held the 
Lucasian professorship of mathematics in the University, 
that, on Sanderson opening classes to teach the same 
branches of science upon which he himself had been in 
the daily habit of reading lectures, he extended to him 
every assistance in his power. Sanderson commenced 
his prelections upon Newton's Optics. 

" The subject itself which Sanderson thus chose, inde- 
pendently of the manner in which he treated it, was well 
calculated to attract notice, — few things seeming, at first 
sight, more extraordinary than that a man, who had been 
blind almost from his birth, should be able to explain the 
phenomena, and expound the doctrine, of light." Mr. 
Colson, successor of Sanderson, in his notice of him, 
describes at great length the method he pursued in explain- 
ing the primary laws of light, and the phenomena of colors, 
as well as the system of tangible signs, by which he per- 
formed his mathematical calculations. And the only 
difference between his method and that invented by Abbe 
Hauy is, that it was much more imperfect Sanderson's 
success as a lecturer, continued still to increase, so that 
when Whiston was expelled from his chair, in 1711, he 
was appointed, through the influence of Sir Isaac Newton, 
to fill the vacancy. As a necessary preliminary, the degree 
of Master of Arts was conferred upon him. Sanderson 
gave his whole attention to his classes ; and it is to his 
constant labors in his profession, that we are to attribute 
the fact that, with the exception of his work on Fluxions, 
and a small work on Algebra, he prepared very little for 
the press. In 1728, on tlie occasion of a visit of George 
II., he was created Doctor of Laws ; at which time he 
pronounced a Latin oration remarkable for its eloquence. 

1* 
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He was married in 1728, and died in 1737, in the fifty- 
seventh year of his age. 

During his life, Sanderson enjoyed the acquaintance 
and firietidship of the most distinguished scholars of his 
day. To their influence, as well as to his uncommon 
talents, was he indebted not a little for that proud elevation 
to which he attained. It is said that, on his going to Cam- 
bridge, favors were proffered him purely on account of his 
misfortune. These he rejected, exclaiming, that he was a 
scholar, and should receive no favors simply because he 
was a blind man. No man ever labored with more 
assiduity than he, nor with more success, to overcome the 
effects of a physical calamity. Indeed, the extent to which 
he cultivated the senses of hearing and touch, seems 
almost marvellous. He could tell, for instance, in going 
into his room, by the sound of his cane upon the floor, if 
Hny article of furniture had been removed. He could dis- 
tinguish the finest intonations of the human voice, and 
was able to <letermine, with astonishing accuracy, the 
height and age of a person by the voice alone.^ Of course, 
we do not intend to assert that he could tell to an inch the 
exact height, nor to a day, the exact age of every one. 
What we mean to say of Sanderson is, (what we would 
say of all intelligent blind persons,) that he could judge of 
these matters by the voice, as well as most persons can by 
the countenance. 

Sanderson was no mean performer on the flute ; and 
there can be no doubt that, if his mind had not received a 
different direction, he might have become a distinguished 
musician. As to the sense of touch, it may with truth be 
said, that it was never so fully developed in any other 
person. He could distinguish inequalities upon surfaces, 
where it was impossible to discern them by the eye. He 
could detect, in a cabinet of Roman medals, the counterfeit 
from the true, thou^ the difference was so slight as to de- 
ceive the eye of the most experienced connoisseurs. It 

^Blindness is often bot one of the efiects of a cause which injures 
one or more of the other senses. Opthalmia, a species of inflamma- 
tion, in many climates, not only produces blindness, but greatly affects 
the hearing. And besides, so great a deprivation as the loss of sight 
must always exercise an injurious influence, not only upon the other 
senses, but upon all the physical functions. 
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was at first thoue^ht that he might even detect colors by his 
touch. But he mund, after repeated efforts, that it was im- 
possible. I have often been amused to hear persons, who 
could not be brought to believe that a blind man could 
feed himself without being helped by another, assert posi- 
tively, that there were blind persons of their acquaintance, 
who could tell the color of any article of their wearing ap- 
parel, by feeling it. This is preposterous.* The slightest 
reflection, it seems to me, must convince every one of its 
utter impossibility. Light is not tangible ; of course a 
blue ray, or a red ray, is not distinguishable by this means. 

There are severed pleasant anecdotes told of Sander- 
son. We have room for one or two only, which illustrate 
his readiness at repartee. On one occasion, when lectur- 
ing to his class, and while he was attempting a solution of 
a very intricate problem, one of the persons present, filled 
with admiration at the astonishing mathematical acuteness 
which he displayed, exclaimed, " Sanderson has but one 
imperfection ; it is in his eyes." " And yours," replied the 
professor, "is in your tongue." On another occasion, 
Sanderson was invited to spend an evening at the house 
of a friend, in company with several distinguished persons 
of both sexes. Upon one of the ladies leaving the room, 
he remarked that her teeth must be very white. Being 
asked by some of the company, how he knew this, he re- 
plied, " I do not think she is a fool, and she has been 
lauding a whole hour." 

We have already spoken of the astonishing extent to 
which Sanderson cultivated his other senses. His co- 
temporaries mentioned many things respecting him, which 
they seem to have regarded as almost miraculous, but 
which are exhibited by almost every blind person, and in 
our day would seem too trite to be named. For iilstance, 

^ Dr. Howe, in the report of his journey in Europe, nwide to the 
Trustees of the Perkins' Institution for the Blind, says, while in Eng- 
land, ** I visited a blind girl who, I was told, could tell colors by the 
touch. I found, as I expected, that this was not true. She could, 
however, tell the color of different pieces of cloth given her, by first 
laying them in the sun till they had acquired the same apparent tempe- 
rature ; then by raising them to her lips, she was able to perceive that 
some of the pieces conducted caloric with a greater degree of facilitv 
than others. In this way she could distinguish the blue from the rea, 
and the green from the orange." [We quote this from memory.] 
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the fact that he could, when in the open air, ascertain when 
a cloud passed over the disc of the sun, is mentioned as 
something peculiarly wonderful ; so also is the fact, that 
he could tell when he was approaching an object, if the 
air was particularly clear, by its pulsations upon his face. 
This, however, is nothing but what every blind person is 
capable of doing. We have known those who could do 
more than this. There are blind persons who, when ap- 
proaching an object, can form some idea of its character ; 
can tell, for instance, whether it is a stone post, a tree, a 
horse, or a man ; and there are those who even claim that 
they can tell, on entering a room, whether there be other 
persons in the room, — of course, it is meant without hear- 
ing them speak. The principle upon which they do this 
is, that a living body produces a greater impression as 
you approach it, than an inert object This may, perhaps, 
cause those to smile who have never given the subject a 
thought. But as we do not mean to be considered as 
asserting that it is a gift peculiar to the blind, but that it is 
only in consequence of the superior culture of the sense of 
touch which is occasioned by blindness, we recommend all 
sceptical persons to try it. It is a very easy thing ; band- 
age your eyes, then let some person lead you towards 
different objects, and you will find, after repeating the ex- 
periment several times, that each of them produces upon 
you a different sensation, — faint and almost indistinct at 
first, but as you repeat the experiment, becoming more 
and more vivid. Now, it is these sensations, or rather im- 
pressions, which the blind are accustomed to observe and 
to turn to some account ; for the principle, to which we 
have referred, enables them when walking in the streets 
(provided they are walking sufficiently slow,) to ascertain 
if there be any obstruction in their path. There are many 
other things which would be interesting to the curious, as 
illustrating the almost illimitable extent to which the sense 
of touch is capable of being carried, but which we must 
reserve for another occasion. 

Much has been written upon the comparative value of 
the different senses. I have often been asked by those 
who have never felt the inconvenience caused by the want 
of any one of the senses, — which was really the most un- 
fortunatCi the blind, or the deaf and dumb ? Of course, a 
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solution of this question can never be obtained. It is a 
beautiful arrangement of Providence, and one which we 
cannot too much admire, that each of these classes con- 
siders its own condition preferable. We once listened 
to a dialogue upon this subject ; a portion of which we 
will give, as the best means of illustrating the views of 
those who are the most competent judges. The deaf mute 
communicated to the blind man, by writing, what he had 
to say, upon a slate ; which being read by a third party, 
the blind replied in the same manner. 

Z). " It must be a sad life to you, never to see the earth, 
the sea, and the sky." 

B. " But I can converse with those around me, and I 
am delighted with the voices of those I love." 

D. " I, too, can converse, as I now do with you. * I can 
see the human face divine,' and these beautiful flowers," — 
pointing to a vase by his side. 

B, ( Growing more excited^) " But you cannot study, to 
the same extent that I can, the abstract sciences, — intel- 
lectual and moral philosophy; you cannot while away 
yoiu: hours with music, at the piano-forte." 

Z). " I can read the book of nature ; I can look upon 
yon smiling landscape." 

B. " I can listen to the voice of the birds, and the music 
of flowing waters, and enjoy with deep delight the per- 
fume of ten thousand flowers." 

D. (Smiling^) " I, too, can enjoy their fragrance, and 
admire their hue ; and yesterday I beheld the masterpiece 
of Michael Angelo instinct with life and beauty." 

B. " Last night I listened to the music of Beethoven, 
and the poetry of Goethe." 

D. "1 can read poetry in the smiling faces around me." 

B. " Smiles do not always wreathe the face. You can 
see the cheek blanched, the sunken eye, and all the marks 
which time and decay make upon the form, to sadden the 
heart I hear only the voices of my friends, whose music 
can never die ; and, as it has been truly said, 

* I only know that they grow old, 
By counting happy years gone by.'" 

The reader may, perhaps, gather from the foregoing 
observations, some opinion as to which of the misfortunes is 
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really the greatest, as wdl as orir own views upon the subject* 
But let ns return once more to Sanderson. The limits we 
have prescribed to this article, will only allow us briefly to 
notice one other fact of this great man's life, which, but 
for the false conclusions deduced from it, we should not 
have mentioned. We refer to the fact that Sanderson 
was a sceptic in religion. His infidelity is, without doubt, 
attributable to the fact that his whole life was devoted to the 
study of the physical sciences, and that he lived in an age 
when the philosophy of Locke and Bolingbroke was in 
the ascendant. Yet there axe those who suppose that the 
blind are more liable to infidelity, because that they cannot 
appreciate the argument in favor of the Deity, his attri- 
butes, &c., drawn from the material universe. We have 
not time to answer this as we ought ; we will, however,* 
observe that there are arguments which demonstrate the 
existence of God, his moral government, &c., more fully 
than that deduced from the material world, and which the 
blind can appreciate as well as other men. Besides, the 
religious nature is, in most blind men, developed at a 
much earlier period, than in seeing persons. It is gen- 
eraUy thought that the emblems of death have a tendency 
to develope our sympathies ; that he who beholds the 
hearse, the pall, the shroud,- feels more keenly than he 
otherwise would, that he has lost a friend. Yet how 
transient, how evanescent, is the impression produced by 
these emblems ! The sense of loneliness and wretchedness, 
which the heart experiences when we are called upon to 
contemplate the darkest mystery of life, makes a more 
enduring impression, than those external symbols, which 
are oftener used to gratify an ill-disguised pride. If 
Sanderson had devoted as much time to the study of 
Plato and Seneca, as he did to that of Pythagoras and 
Archimedes; if, in short, he had studied the spiritual 
instead of the material philosophy, he might have written 
a poem instead of his work on Fluxions ; and a theo- 
logical essay might have taken the place of his^ Latin 
Commentary upon Sir Isaac Newton's Principia. But 
he flourished at a period when the study of the physical 
sciences was thought the highest employment for the 
intellect of man. • Believing all knowledge to be the result 
of sensation and reflection, he devoted his whole life to 
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the task of lessening the disparity which existed between 
him and his fellows. Nobly did he succeed ! And while 
we regret that want of faith in the supernatural, of which 
some have complained, we still must confess that he was 
true to the ideas of his day, and the philosophy of the 
school to which circumstances had attached him. And 
if it be true that every age has its representative men, well 
did Sanderson represent the eighteenth century. 

B. B. B. 



Art. II. 
The Pervading God. 

When but a child, there was to me 
A greatness and a mystery 

O'er all I saw ; 
There hung about me everywhere, 
In earth, and sk;y, and cloud, and air, 

A brooding, penetrating awe! 

The palest flower, that o'er the brook 
Hung trembling, had within its look 

A meaning deep ; 
A spirit seemed to interfuse 
The frailest forms, the dullest hiies ; 

Each had an awful life to keep ! 

Such mysteries made me weep and pray ; 
I stole from outward life away 

To that within ; 
I asked my soul, with all its powers, 
To league itself with silent hours. 

Some answer from the deep to win. 

Too unintelligible, then, 

The voice that spaJce. But later, when 

My heart had g^wn, 
When waked by ^ief, and love, and faitii, 
It bowed to what Uie Spirit saith, 

I heard, and understood the tone. 

Oh, mi^ty now that awful Power, 
When m some lonely, listening hour, 

It speaks to me ! 
Ask me not why my heart swells high. 
Why gushing tears o'erflow my eye — 

Is it not awftil then to bk ? 
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To be, where all around us is ! 
Perpetual thought, perpetual bliss, 

In ebb and flow! 
Life never pausing, and time — not ! 
In space no fixed, no central spot, 

From whence we came, or whither go ! 

Yet nature the deep influx loves ! 
Through the great swelling stars it moves ; 

It lifts the sea! 
Mountains, pervaded, breathe and speak ; 
The streams, o'erfuli, in music break, 

And set the mighty Presence free ! 

O heart of mine ! Thou, too, shouldst be 
An ever full, unsounded sea 

Of joy and love ! 
Come, Spirit ! let me feel thee near ; 
Soul, enter ! Flow upon me here 
From all beneath, around, above ! 
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Art. ITI. 

AIQN and AIQNIOZ. 



All who are, in any considerable degree, acquainted 
with the controversy between Universalists and their 
opponents,^ are aware that the words which stand at 
the head of this article, are by the latter urged as proof 
of endless suffering; whilst by the former, it is con- 
tended, that these terms are by no means sufficient to es- 
tablish the dogma of eternal wo. As the writer has, for 
several years, been collecting facts and opinions relating 
to these " much vexed words," he desires, for his own 
convenience and that of others, to give these to the public 
in a condensed form, through the columns of the Quarterly. 
We shall commence with the definitions of these terms, 
as given by the popular lexicographers, most or all of 
whom are of the dominant creed, and several of them, as 
Ewing, Grave, Jones, and Robinson, orthodox divines, 
who wrote their dictionaries expressly for the reading of 
the Greek Scriptures. 

Grovels definition of a/^ and alCwtoc. (From d« , ever, 
and. (jv, being.) Ai^i eiemUy ; an age, life, duration, 
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continuance of time ; a revolution of ages ; a dispensation 
of Providence, this world, or life ; the world, or life to 
come. — Aluwtocj eternal, immortal, perpetual, former, past, 
ancient 

Do nnegan\s definition : — AlCw, time; a space of time; 
life-time and life ; the ordinary period of man's life ; the 
age of man ; man's estate ; a long period of time ; eternity ; 
the spinal marrow ; {elc rdv nluva) to a very long period, to 
eternity ; (anb aicwog,) from, or in the memory of man. — 
kluvvog^ of long duration ; eternal, lasting, permanent 

P'tckering^s definition : — KlC:w, an age ; a long period of 
time ; indefinite duration ; time, whether longer or shorter, 
past, present, or future ; in the New Testament, the wicked 
men of the age ; the life of man. — A/wvtof , of long dura- 
tion, lasting; sometimes everlasting; sometimes lasting 
through life, as cetemus^ in Latin. 

Schrevelius^s definition, [English edition,]: — AlCw, an 
age, a long period of time ; indefinite duration ; time, 
whether longer or shorter, past, present, or future ; also, in 
the New Testament, the wicked men of the age ; and also 
in the feminine gender, lifi^, the life of man. — AlCwiog, of 
long duration, lasting, sometimes everlasting ; sometimes 
lasting through life, as (eternus, in Latin. 

Professor Robinson^ s definition: — a/wv^ (Homer,) life; 
also in classic usage, and in the New Testament, cevum^ 
an age ; that is, an indefinite long period of time, perpetuity, 
ever, forever, eternity ; (e/f rbv cduva,) ever, forever, without 
end, to the remotest time ; (cic Toi>g oicjvof ,) used in the same 
sense. Some suppose that the phrase, (6 aldv fiiU^jv kpxofievoc,) 
means the world to come after the resurrection ; others, 
that it refers to the days of the Messiah. — kldvvog, perpetual, 
everlasting, eternal, chiefly spoken of future time. 

Ewing^s definition : — klCw, (i. e. iiel uv,) duration, finite, 
or infinite ; a period of duration, past or future ; an age, 
duration of the world, Deut. xxxii. 7, Luke i. 70 ; plural, 
ages of the world, 1 Cor. ii. 7 ; hence, human life in this 
world, Luke xvi. 8, or the next, Mark !c. 30 ; our manner 
of life in the world, Psalms, xc. 8, Eph. ii. 2 ; an age of 
divine dispensation, the ages, generally, reckoned three ; 
that before the law, that under the law, and that under the 
Messiah, Matt xxiv. 3, and xxviii. 20, 1 Cor. x. 11, Heb. 
xi. 3 ; " by faith, we understand, Kar^pTladcu rodf alcwac ff^fxan i^cw, 
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that the ages were framed by the word of God, so that the 
things which are (now) seen, did not arise out of the things 
which did (previously) appear," — compare verses 1, 7, 26, 
27 ; an indefinitely long period of time ; hence eternity, 
Exod. xiv. 13, Luke i. 55, John iv. 14, Psalms xc. 2 ; an' 
alcnfog, Acts XV. 18, is equivalent to nph tCjp aluvuv, 1 Cor. ii. 7: 

AtoTcep dbf hv Tonu) ra 'keI ne^x^t ^^^ 7(fiovoQ avTu ttoieI y7]puaK€LVj ohS' kariv 
obdevdg ob^^ fua fierapo^^ tuv inhp rijv k^urarcj Terayiievcjv <^pav oAX' 
dvcOOuoltiTa^ KoX aizad^^ rfiv aplorrjv hxovra ^tJ^Vj Kai t^ aiTapxearaTijv^ Sune^l 
rdv aTravra ArC"NA. Kdl ydtp tovto rohvofM T&etoc ^<p&eyKTcu napcL tuv apxoli>iv. 
Tb yijLp rihig rh irepiexov rbv T»f kKoarov ^o^g XP^''^^i ov firfdh^ l^o> Kara ^vatv, 
ATQN kKOOTOO KcichiTai, Kard. rbv airbv 6e TJbyov kqI rb tov navrbg ohpavov 
HTioCj KcU Tb TOV iravTCJV aneipov xpovov kqI t^v imetplav Trepisxov re^^ AI'Q'N 
kariv^ &irb tou alel elvai elhjij>c!>g rr^v hrcuvvfuaVj a&avTog koX ^elog' ^there- 
fore, neither are these who are there, (namely, God and 
celestial intelligences,) confined to place, nor does time 
make them grow old ; neither have any of those superior 
beings any change ; but without mutability or infirmity, 
and possessing a most excellent and satisfying life, they 
remain through all eternity, {alcyva,) For this word has 
been divinely spoken by the ancients. For the consum- 
mation which contains the time of every life that has 
nothing supernatural, is called its age, {aluv) By parity of 
reason, the consummation of the whole heaven, and the 
consummation which contains the unbounded duration, 
and the immensity of all, (having taken its name from 
everduring,) is eternity, {aXCiv,) immortal and divine. ( Aris- 
totle, on Heaven, book 1, chapter x.) [To the above, we 
may add the following continuation of the quotation from 
Aristotle, from the Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, 
page 63, — " Whence, also, it is applied to other things ; to 
some, indeed, accurately^ but to others, in the lax signijica- 
tion o{ being-, Riid even li/e.^^] — kluvwg, (from preceding,) 
etemaly Exod. iii. 14, 15, Matt. xxv. 46, Rom. xvi. 26. 
xpovoL aiuvioi, ages of the world, periods of the dispensations 
since the world began, Rom. xvi. 25. 

Hedericus*s definition : — Aiuv, aevum, aetemitas ; secu- 
lum, quasi adCiv^ rita, tempus vitae hominis, hominum 
memoria, (improbi homines. New Testament,) spinas 
medula. An age, eternity ; an age, as if ^ always 
being ; time of man's life, in the memory of men, 
(wicked men, New Testament,) the spinal marrow. — 
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kl6vt(K, SBternus, sempitemus, perennis; i. e. eternal^ 
everlasting, continual. 

Neither SchweigheBuser, Valpley, Pickering, nor Schrev- 
elius, gives olCm the definition oieternity. Pickering, Schrev- 
elius, Hedericus, and Lutz, give age as the primary signifi- 
cation. 

Jones's definition : — A/wv, an everlasting age, eternity ; 
(c/f Tdv alCtva,) forever, a period of time, age, life; (the present 
world or life. Matt. xiii. 32 ;) Matt, xxviii. 20, the Jewish 
dispensation ; Eph. ii. 2, a good demon, angel, as supposed 
to exist forever ; see also Heracl. 900 ; 1 Cor. x. 1 1 ; alovec, 
the eternal ideas of God, which he used as the patterns in 
the creation of all sensible things, to which all things will 
perfectly conform in the end ; (rd T€^ tCw alCwuv,) Heb. xi. 3, 
the completion of the eternal models, i. e. the events 
which fulfil or realize the patterns of the things in the 
divine mind. Heb. i. 2, that the eternal models of things 
w^ere made by the word of God, i. e. by faith we compre- 
hend that the worlds we see, did not proceed firom sensible 
objects as their ultimate cause, or from the combinations 
of matter and motion, but from a spiritual, intelligent 
being, who planned all things conformably to perfect 
models previously formed in his own mind. — AlCtvtoc, ever- 
lasting, ancient 

ninks^s definition : — Al^, a period of time, an age, an 
after-time, eternity. Comp. Latin, cevum. — Aluvtog^ lasting, 
eternal, of old, since the beginning. 

WrifJchCs definition : — A/wv, time, age, life-time, period, 
revolution of ages, dispensation of Providence, present 
w^orld or life, world to come, eternity. — a/<wwc, eternal, 
ancient 

Giles's definition: — A/a^v, time, an age, an indefinite 
period of time, eternity, the spinal marrow. — KlCivvog, lasting, 
permanent, ancient, eternaL 

Lvtz's definition : — a/wv, an age, time, eternity. — aIuwuk 
durable, eternal. 

Sckleusner's definition : — [English ed. abridged.] — AJCtv. 
Any space of time, whether longer or shorter, past, present, 
or rature, to be determined by the persons or things spoken 
of, and the scope of the subjects ; the life or age of man ; 
any space in which we measure human life, firom birth to 
death ; see Matt xxviii. 20, " I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world ; " awreXeiac tw aUwog^ per omnem 
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vUam, "through your whole life," See Suidas and 
Hesychius. — AlCwioc, a definite and long period of time, 
that is, a long continued, but still definite period of time. 

PcLSsow^s definition : — JdCmoc, long continued, eternal, 
everlasting, in the classics. 

We will now quote some other writers on aldv and alCwtoc. 

Macknight : — " These words being ambiguous, are 
always to be understood according to the nature and 
circumstances of the things to which they are applied." 
Though the Dr. claims the force of these words in support 
of the doctrine of interminable punishment, yet he remarks, 
" At the ^ame time, I must be so candid as to acknowledge, 
that the use of these terms forever, eternal, and everlasting, 
in other passages of Scriptmre, shows that they who 
understand these words in a limited sense, when applied 
to punishment, put no forced interpretation upon them." 
See Truth of the Gospel History, page 28. 

Aristotle : — Though Aristotle says the word cdc>v is 
from ael and cuv, always beings yet it is manifest, from a 
close inspection of the passage, (see Ewing^s definition 
above,) that he understood the word to signify simply 
duration, or continued being, whether longer or shorter. 
For he says, " The consummation which contains the time 
<rf every life, which has nothing supernatural, is called its 
ctov." The word, he says, was divinely (i9«uf,> spoken by 
the ancients ; by which he probably means, that it was 
used in reference to angelic beings, the JBfjns of the 
ancient Greek, the Oriental, and Gnostic philosophers. A 
single instance of this usage, I am disposed to think, 
occurs in the New Testament, Eph. ii. 2, where the word 
is rendered course. In his work De Mvndoy chapter 7, in 
-fine J he says, " God was termed alaav, ( Fate, or Providence,) 
6k u£l avaav, because always beiftg, or always exislirtg.^^ 
See Clarke on Gen. xxi. 33. From the above, we should 
infer, that Aristotle understood the word to signify con- 
tinued, rather than endless existence ; and this appears 
manifest from another passage in the same work, thus, — 
" H aluvog aripfiauoc elg inpw alCwa;' from an interminable aion to 
another aion. It is clearly manifest, that, had Aristotle 
understood the word to signify eternity, in the strict sense 
of the term, he would not have found it necessary to qualify 
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the word in order thus to express a limited duration of 
great length. 

The poet Cleanlhus, in a hymn written in praise of Jove, 
uses the phrase (Ukv kwra^ ever beings in the sense of corir 
tinucd existence^ thus : 

'Qd^ yap elg hf iravra aw^p/iOKac ifr^Xd, KCuccHaiVy 
'Qad^ iva ylyvetr&cu navTuv TJaycfv aiev kovra' 
'Ov ^fvyovre^ kCtaiv^ boot &injTtJV kokousI elai^ 
^va/iopoc, oIt* uya&uv fjJtv uel Ktijaiv mr&iovreCy 
Oi'T* kaopCxn ^eov Koivdv vofiov^ ohre kTmovolv^ 
*Sf, Ktv nev&ofxevoi ai>v v^ ^iov iai&2Jbv Ixouv. 

" For thus hast thou connected the good with the evil in 
one system, that one oXtv kovra contUmaUy existing principle 
of reason is in all ; from which whoever of mortals are 
wicked, ill-staxred, are endeavoring to escape, because, 
indeed, continually {^l,) coveting the possessions of the 
good, they neither regard the common law of God, nor 
hearken to it; by obeying which, they might enjoy a 
blessed existence with you." In the same poem we find 
the expressions, — Zd), nayKparlg alel, " O Jupitcr, ever con- 
quering all ; " — and, ow Kpdroc alev aeiau, " I will sing youT 
power continually ; " and, " There is nothing more in- 
cumbent on mortals, nor on the gods, than in justice (or 
jusdy,) to celebrate the universal law continually," — 
Koivbv aei vofiov kv ducy vjiveiv. See GroBca Majora, voL iL pp. 
297, 29k 

Ignatius, in his Epist. ad Ephes., uses the phrase, 
hf>av£p6&rj Toig cuoaiv, in speaking of Christ ; that is, " He was 
manifested to the ages;" or his meaning may be "to 
mankind." ^ 

Eusebius, (in Praep. Evang. lib. i. cap. 10,) in speaking 
of the Phoenician philosophy, as set forth by Sanchoniathon, 
says of the darkness and chaos which preceded the 

creation, " ravra de elvai aitetpa kclL dia noXiyv aldva y^ kx^cv nepa^, these 

were infinite, and, for a long time, (irol^v alcwa,) had no 
limits." (See Grotius, De Verit. lib. i. p. 23.) 

The following sentence from Amelius Platonicus, shows 
that itei L3V signifies continually, and not eternally being : 

Kal oItoc apa ^ 6 ^^yoc^ Ka^* bv Let bvra rd, yivofieva kyivero, o)g uv koI 6 

UpaK^elTos a^ujaete, Lc Clerc, (See Grotius De Verit. lib. i. p« 
32,) translates the sentence as follows : Haec itaque ilia 
Ratio per quam semper sunt quae sunt facta, quomodo et 

2* 
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Heraclitus censuit ^^ And this, moreover, was that 
Wisdom, by which those things which conHmboUy exUt 
were made, as also Heraclitus admits." 

In the Epistle of Barnabas, I find the following sentence, 
in which the word alHw appears to signify world, though 
not in the sense of the material world, but the future state 

or world ] n it rb dlxv^^ov J 6ti 6 diKOtoc iv TovT<f) Koofu,) irepiiraTei^ koI rdv 

fiywv alcjva kKdexeroL Le Clcrc translates the passage (see 
Grotius De Verit. Ifb. v.) thus : " Quid vero bifidum 
ungulis ? quia vir Justus in hoc aBVO ambulat, et alterum 
8Bvum expectat." The following, we think, would be a 
better translation, and more literal : " But wherefore is 
fliere a disagreement ? since a just man lives in this world, 
and looks forward to a holy state ^ or a holy life,^^ 

Philo Biblius from Sanchoniathon, quotes, npuToyovog 
est D^KJ ^^ ^*^ iUri' niortalium primi. " The first born 
is Adam ; aion is Eve, the first of mortals." The name 
Eve signifies life ; (see Clarke's Comment, on Gen. iii. 20.) 
Hence aldv was understood by Philo to mean life ; (see 
Grotius De VeriL p. 48.) 

Josephus, on the book of Daniel, {Ant. fine libri X,) says 
of the prophet, " He was, held in the greatest favor and 
honor by kings and people, whilst he lived ; and, having 
died, he is still held in (jjtvnfivv aluvuw,) eternal remembrance." 
The same writer, in his work against Apion, says, " It is 
plain from this fact, how much faith we have in these 
writings ; for no one has dared, (tooovtov alcwo^ ijdri napt^xvi^oToc^) 
(so long a time having already passed away,) to add any 
ming, nor to diminish, nor to change any thing." See 
Grotius De Verit, lib. v. p. 212, &c., Hb. iii. p. 159. 

The Orpfcic verses, according to Grotius, use al^ in the 
fienseof "life," — ^^17? alcwog, sweet life. De Verilaie, pp. 
39, 315- Homer also uses the same expression, (see 
Univ. Quarterly, vol. iiL No. 3.) From the same Quar- 
terly we take the following, which the writer (T. B. T.) 
informs us, fie has gathered firom Stephens's Thesaurus 
GrsBCBB Linguae, and Robert Constant's Lexicon. " And 
these they called eternal, (dwvMWf,) hearing that they had 
performed the sacred rites for three entire generations," 
rpujv yeviijv. In Soloftt, ParaJb,j " Alter not the eternal limits 
or boundaries," sp«x alwla. Bud, — An epitome of this 
work, [Bud,j) says on aldy: "Item seculum, id est, 70 
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annorum spatium, juxta Hieron." — that is, " an age, the 
space of seventy yeaxs, according to Jerome." And it 
adds farther, that it is employed by Homer, Herodotus, 
and Xenophon, as equivalent to the Latin " sevum," or age. 
Plato has the phrase, pch? aiuvioct '^ conlumal^ or constant 
drunkenness." 

In a poem ascribed to Errina Lesbia, we find the word 
aiUiv qualified by the adjective fdytartK^ as follows : 

TLopra ^ a^aX^juv d fiiyumc aluVj 

" But the greatest duration, (6 fiiyurroc a^,) that overturns 
all things, and that changes the mode of life now one way 
and now another, for you alone, (viz. for Rome alone,) 
changes not the prosperous breeze of authority." See 
Grseca Majora, vol. ii. p. 284. 

Madame^ in his Mosheim, says, ** The word ai<^, or ceon^ 
is commonly used among Greek writers, but in different 
senses ; its signification in the Gnostic system, is not very 
evident, and several learned men have despaired of finding 
out its true signification. kiCjv, or ceon^ among the ancients, 
was used to signify the age of man, or the duration of 
human life. In after times, it was employed by philoso- 
phers to express the duration of spiritual and invisible 
beings." 

Jbsephus : -— " Josephus generally applies the word al6vuK 
to the afl^irs of the present life. Thus he speaks of the 
everlasting name of the patriarchs ; of the everlasting 
glory of the Jewish nation and heroes ; of the everlasting 
reputation of Herod ; of the everlasting memorial which he 
erected; of the everlasting worship in the temple of 
Jerusalem;' of the everlasting' imprisonment to which 
John, the tyrant, was condemned by the Romans, &a 
See Antiq. b. 1, ch. xiii. 4 ; b. 4, ch. vi. 5 ; b. 12, ch. vii. 3 ; 
b. 15, ch. XV. 5 ; and ch. xL 1. Jewish War, b. 6, ch. ii. 1 ; 
b. 6, ch. ix. 4. 'iicJtof is the word which he commonly uses 
fi» eternair 

GrrotiuSy in refuting the argument of the Jews against 
Christianity, bas6d on the assumption that their law wa» 
designed to be perpetual, says, " From this circumstance, 
tlie Hebrews ought to wonder less, who know that in their 
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law, the right was called perpetual^ and the servitude 
perpeiualy which endured from Jubilee to Jubilee. The 
advent of the Messiah was also called by them, (com- 
plementum Jubilsei, sive Jubilseus,) the complement or 
completion of the Jubilee." In Pereck Chelpck et alibij 
idque ex Esaia Ixi. 2, Ex. xxi. 6, 1 Sam. i. 22, Psal. cvi. 30, 
31, 1 M ach. ii. 55. See Grotius De VeriL L v. Le Clerc has 
added the following, in a note on the same page : " Jus 
perpetuum et servitutem perpetuam, the right perpetual^ 
and the servitude perpeiuaU^ Exod. xxi. 6, 1 Sam. i. 22. 
" And so the word olam in the law-ritual, may be received, 
Josephus thinks, Albo lib. iii. Fundamentorum, capite 16. 
So the priesthood of Phineas is called od oiam, Psal. cvi. 

30, 31, e^ T&v alCwa, SarachidsB xlv. 28, 29, 30, Upcjowv aluvla^ 

1 Mach. ii. 65." 

Cruden says, " The words eternal^ everlastings forever^ 
are sometimes taken for a long time, and are not always 
to be understood strictly ; for example, see Gen. xvii. 8, 
and xiii. 15, and xlix. 36, 2 Sam. vii. 16, 1 Chron. xvii. 14, 
thus : Thou shalt be our guide from this time forth, even 
forever; that is, during your whole life." See Concord- 
ance on eternaL 

Philo Judceus : — The Editor of the Quarterly says, — 
" We have not read all of Philo's works ; but from a pe- 
rusal of considerable extent, we gather the following as 
the general conclusion ; namely, that his favorite epithet 
for eternal, or endless, is &tduK ; and that he commonly em- 
ploys alavtog either in an indefinite sense as to duration, or 
else in the sense of continual, unremitting, though he may 
sometimes use it in a loose manner to denote etemalJ^ 
" So far as we have observed, he never applies the word 
to future misery ; though some of its compounds are so 
used in two or three instances." See Philo, Tom. 2, pp. 
419, 420. The following examples may be taken as a 
fair specimen of his prevailing usage of the word : " It 
is better not to promise at all, than not to give prompt 
assistance. For no blame follows in the former case ; 
but in the latter, there is dissatisfaction from the weaker 
class, and a deep hatred and lasting punishment (koTmoic 
aluvioc,) from such as are powerful." — (Fraginenta, Tom. 
2, p. 667, edit. Mangey, 1742.) In speaking of the care 
oif the animal for its young, he says, — " Perceiving from 
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afar, with a long'-reackuig' and perfect sagacity, {oliM^ cot 
re^> ^poMTtm,) what things are suitable." (De HumanilcUs 
Tom. 2, pp. 396, 397.) Speaking of freedom of mind, 
he says, — " But he who sees, after careful examination, 
that the divine allotments are distinguished by a constant 
order and enjoyment, {oluviu ra^ei koI evdoiftovi^) whUe every 
thing mortal is borne about with the tossings and ihictua- 
tions of human affairs, and vibrates to unequal impulses ; 
he who nobly endures whatsoever comes to pass — is 
a true philosopher and free." — Quisquis virluii slvdeL 
Tom. 2, p. 449.) Commenting on the passage. Gen. xxL 
33, he says, — " And Abraham planted a grove in Beer- 
sheba, and called there on the name of the Lord, the ever- 
lasting God. What, therefore, was the fruit of it, he him- 
self shall inform us. For, he called on him by the names 
Lord J the everlasling (o/civtof) God. Now the names here 
selected denote the perfections that belong to the [ Divine] 
essence : the name Lord implying the relation in which 
he rules ; the name God, that in which he blesses. * • 
Moreover, the name everlasting cduviog Godj is tantamount 
to this, namely : He who is merciful, not now and then, 
but always and continually." — (^De Pfantaiio^ne Nee. 
Tom. i. p. 342.) In this last example, it is plain that Philo 
means to define first, the name God, as signifying the 
Supreme Benefactor, He who blesses ; and second, the 
word evertastingj as meaning continual, without inter- 
mission, constant And this, let it be observed, is strictly 
the etymological definition of the epithet, — cUioays being J* 
See the Expositor, vol. iii., and Quarterly, vol. ii. p. 133. 

We find frequently the phrase, everlasting torment^ in a 
work called the Sibylline Oracles^ written about the year 
180, and yet the writer distinctly teaches the ultimate 
restoration of the damned. See Ancient History of TJni- 
versalism, 2d edition, p. 45. Origen also makes frequent 
use of the phrases, everlasting fire^ and everlasting punish' 
mentj and yet no one disputes his belief in the final 
restoration of all moral inteUigences. See Ancient History 
of Universalism, 2d edition, 104. 

Rev. John Foster : — This writer, a distinguished 
English Baptist clergyman, remarks on these words as 
follows : " I hope it is not presumptuous to take advantage 
of the fact, that the terms everlastings eternal^ forever^ 



26 Aion and Aionios. [Jan. 

original or translated, are often employed in the Bible, as 
well as other writings, under great and various limitations 
of import ; and are thus withdrawn from the predicament 
of necessarily and absolutely meaning a strictly endless 
dvration. The limitation is often, indeed, plainly marked 
by the nature of the subject In other instances, the words 
are used with a figurative indefiniteness, which leaves the 
limitation to be made by some general rule of reason and 
proportion. They are designed to magnify, to aggravate, 

rather than to define I therefore conclude that a 

limited interpretation is authorized." See Life and Cor- 
respondence of the Rev. John Foster, in a Letter to a Young 
Minister. 

T. South wood Smith : — " The word aldv is used in 
Scripture in several different senses. Sometimes it 
signifies the term of human life ; at other times an age, or 
dispensation of Providence. In its plural form, it denotes 
the age of the world, or any measurement of time, 
especially if its termination be hidden; but its most 
common signification is that of age or dispensation." He 
quotes the following from Simpson: ^^JBon occurs about 
a hundred times in the New Testament, [iii all, one 
hundred and twenty-eight times,] in seventy of which, at 
least, it is clearly used for a limited duration. In the 
Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, it is even 
repeated, and several times it is repeated ttvice, without 
meaning eternity ; and in two instances, it signifies no 
longer a period than the life of one man only." He 
quotes the following, also, from Simpson's Essays : " It is 
an observation of the utmost importance, that when o/on;, 
or alCwLog, is applied to the future punishment of the 
wicked, they are never joined to life, immortality, incor- 
ruptibility, but are always connected with fire, or with that 
punishment, pain, destruction, or second death, which is 
effected by means of fire. Now since fire, which 
consumes or decomposes other perishable bodies, is itself 
of a dissoluble or perishing nature, this intimates a 
limitation of the period of time." 

Professor Stuart: — " The New Testament usage differs 
from the classical one, in that cddv in the New Testament, 
most usually means an indefinite, unlimited period of 
time ; 'whereas, in the classics, the sense cevuniy seculum^ 
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Offe, generation^ in respect to time, appears to be its most 
usual meaning." " The most common and appropriate 
meaning of alCw in the New Testament, an d the one 
which corresponds with the Hebrew word D7W, (olim,) 
and which, therefore, deserves the first rank in regard to 
order, I put down first : an indefinite period of time ; time, 
without limitation ; ever, forever, time without end, 
eternity ; all in relation to future time. * * * The different 
ahades by which the word is rendered, depend on the 
object with which aldv is associated, or to which it has 
relation, rather than to any difference in the real meaning 
of the word." " The words p^^p and "tjj^ (kedem and orf,) 
rendered by Turretin eternily, Ae like the Greek aldv^ as 
that also signifies any thing ancient, which has endured, 
or is to endure for a long period. The question when the 
words are to have the meaning of absolute eternity, and 
when the sense of ancient, or very old, is always to be 
determined by the nature of the case, i. e. by the context" 
See Professor Stuart's Letters to Dr. Miller, p. 128 ; and 
also his Exegetical Essays on the words rendered hell, 
everlasting, eternal, &c. 

Dr. T. Clowes :' — " The word olam is used 459 times in 
the Old Testament ; and when we consider how uniformly 
the Septuagint translators, and the writers of the New Test- 
ament have rendered the word by aldv and aluviog, there being 
{)robably not ten instances of deviation from this uni- 
brmity by the Septuagint translators, and not so many by 
the New Testament writers ; and when we consider fin:- 
ther, the manifest advantage of this uniformity to those 
who in former ages reaS the Septuagint and the New Tes- 
tament in their mother tongue, in giving them a clear and 
definite idea of olam ; we are led to express a deep regret 
that the English translators did not give their readers a 
similar advantage. But our translators have rendered this 
virtually one word, olam^ occurring 657 times in the Bible, 
by almost thirty different words and phrases; most of 
them signifying duration to be sure, but varying their sig- 
nification as to its extent from a three days' duration, to a 
duration without beginning and without end. The first 
five places in which olam occurs in the Old Testament, 
are rendered by no less than five different words : — Gen. 
iii. 22^ forever; Gen. vi. 2, always] Gen. vi. A^ of old; 
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Gen. ix. 12, perpetual; Gen. ix. 16, everlasting.^ On 
Gen. xiiL 15, he shows that olam signifies in that passage, 
the duration of human life, and remarks as follows: 
" And let no one be surprised that we use the word olam 
in this limited sense. This is one of the most usual sig- 
nifications of the Hebrew olam and the Greek o/tiv, and it 
is perfectly right to use Scripture terms in Scripture senses. 
This sense of olam and alHw runs through all the writers in 
Greek, Latin and English." " There is no evidence that 
any words in the Old Testament implying duration, refer 
to the future life of man. Neither is it certain that the 
ancients, by the terms of duration which they employed 
to describe the Divine existence, fully comprehended the 
idea of interminable existence. Indeed, this* is an idea 
beyond the reach of any human intelligence. The He- 
brews spoke of the earthly existence of man as his olam. 
The Greeks and Latins had the same manner of speaking. 
The o/iiDv or cevum of man, meant the period of his exist- 
ence, consisting of a few years on earth ; the aldv or cevum 
of God conveyed the idea of existence without beginning 
of years or end of life. In like manner an eternal slavery, 
or an eternal imprisonment among the Greeks and Latins, 
meant a slavery for life, or an imprisonment for life. It 
had no reference whatever to another world, or another 
state of being. The same sense of the words eternity, 
and eternal, should be given them by those who speak 
English. The eternity of human life, ought to be under- 
stood as meaning the same thing in English, as olam in 
Hebrew, alt^ in Greek, cevum in L^tin ; that is, the space 
of time man possesses his breathing existence ; and eter- 
nal happiness, and eternal punishment, ought to be under- 
stood in the same way, as a happiness or a punishment 
confined to this earthly existence. By the definition of 
our Saviour himself, John xvii. 2, eternal life is declared to 
consist of " the knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ, 
whom he hath Sent." As for the phrase eternal deaths 
there is an utter repugnance of meaning between the two 
terms. If eternal means the same thing as aloviocj and this 
Greek adjective is derived from the noun cudv, then it prop- 
erly means living; and the word cannot, without the 
greatest absurdity, be connected with death. It is the 
same thing as to say living decUh ; and it is equally absurd, 
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€isto say, a feeble Omnipotence; a circumscribed Infinity ; 
a white blackness^ or a square Globe. The advocates of 
endless misery have in vain sought for such a scriptural 
phrase as eternal death. There is no such phrase, nor any 
equivalent to it ; nor can there be, except in the writings 
of those who believe in, or would speak of, utter annihila- 
tion. That is the idea of eternal death, as understood by 
Lucretius and other atheistic writers. In his third book, 
De Rerum Natura, verse 1104, we are told, that ^^mors 
CBterna^ eternal deaths awaits every individual, whether he 
live many years or a few in the world." No Christian 
writer, who has been taught the doctrine of life and im- 
mortality by the Gospel, should use the phrase, except to 
condemn it, and the doctrine implied in it." " There has 
been at least one writer (Rev. Mr. Goodwin, in the Chris- 
tian Examiner, published in Boston,) who has with great 
learning and judgment examined these words, and who 
has come to the conclusion that olam and its equivalent al(^, 
mean spirit; and a/wvfof, means spiritual; and that these 
words never, necessarily, have the meaning of duration : 
* * and we feel compelled to admit, that in the teachings 
of our Saviour, the term alCivtoc, rendered eternal, in the 
phrase eternal life, refers much more to the character of 
that life, than to its duration. The only question is, 
whether the terms olam, alCifv and aluvtoc, have not in other 
parts of Scripture a corresponding meaning." (See Reg- 
isters for 1841, and 1843.) 

The series of articles by the late E. S. Goodwin, to 
which the Dr. refers, m^y be found in the Christian Exam- 
iner, commencing in the December No. of 1828, and end- 
ing in the May No. of 1833. In this series of articles, 
Mr. Goodwin says, — " This word {aluv,) expresses the 
existence of being alone." And referring to Phavorinus, 
who says, " <udv is also the eternal and endless as it is re- 
garded by the theologian," he remarks, — " Here I strongly 
suspect is the true secret brought to light, of the origin of 
the sense of eternity in aldv : the theologian first thought 
he perceived it, or else he placed it there ; the theologian 
keeps it there now ; and the theologian will probably re- 
tain it there longer than any one else." 

Lennep, in his " Etymologium Linguae Graeca," says 
of cdCiv^ " It is a noun of that kind, which in its own nature 

VOL* IV. 3 
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denotes collection and multitude of things, as appears 
from the termination 6«." Phavorinus also calls it, " the 
comprehension of many times and periods." 

Alexander Campbell says of cdCw, " Its radical idea is 
indefinite duration." 

Parkhursl^ on the corresponding Hebrew word olam^ 
says, — ^" It denotes a hidden duration, and it seems to be 
used much more frequently for indefinite, than for infinite 
time." 

Dr. Taylor^ who wrote the Hebrew concordance, and 
copied every word of the Hebrew Bible three times with 
his own hand, says of olamj — " The word is applied to 
time, and signifieth a duration that is concealed, as being 
of an unknown, or great length with respect either to time 
past, or to come. It signifies eternity^ not from the proper 
force of the tvord^ but when the sense of the place, or the 
nature of the subject requireth it ; as God and his at- 
tributes." 

In Duncan^ s Hebrew Lexicon, we find the word olam 
defined as follows, — 1. " -4 long indefinite periodJ^ Tem- 
pus homini absconditum tam infinitum et eternum quam 
finitum, ut Gen. xvii. 8, &c., plerumque est perpetuum, 
eternum, sempiternum." — Robertson^ s Thesaurus. — Exod. 
xxi. 6. — 2. Perpetuity^ durabilityj Is. Ixiv. 5, — But most 
frequently eternity. — 3. The worlds Eccles. iii. 11. — He 
marks the word in this instance with a star, signifying 
that this is the only passage in the Bible, where olam 
occurs in the sense of world. It is however rendered 
world in the Common Version, Psalm Ixxiii. 12. 

Buxtorf and Schvndler define olam as follows, — " il 
hidden time, an age^ time hidden from man.^^ Gesenius in 
the last edition of his Hebrew Lexicon, gives eternity as 
the first meaning of olam, but remarks that it is frequently 
used in a limited sense. (See Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge, p. 53.) 

But, we ask, if the Hebrews attached the meaning of 
eternity to this word, why did they find it necessary to 
double it so frequently, to express their meaning ? and 
to treble it, as in Dan. vii. 18 ? So we ask also, if the 
New Testament writers understood aldv to signify eternity, 
how could they speak of its end, as in the foUowing seven 
passages ? Matt. xiii. 39, 40, 49 ; and xxiv. 3 ; and xxviii. 
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20; 1 CJor. x. 11. (rdriXn twoUjvup, literally, the ends of the 
ages. See Locke and others.) Heb. ix. 26; on the 
phrase, trwri^ta Tov (dcwog, the end of the worlds . Pearce re- 
marks, " Rather the end of the ageP Hammond says, 
" the conclusion of this age^ Campbell and Boothroyd 
translate it, " the conclusion of this state ; " and Le Clerc, 
"Whitby, Beausobre, and Lenfant, Doddridge, Macknight, 
and Paulus, Wakefield, and Kenrick, " the conclusion^ or 
end of the age ; " and Clarke evidently prefers this ren- 
dering. The Vulgate has it, the end of the seculum or age. 

The fact that the New Testament writers speak of this 
alCnf, and the aluv to come, and the alcnec to come, shows 
conclusively that they did not understand the word to 
signify unlimited duration. See Matt xii. 32, and Eph. i. 
21, Mark x. 30, Luke xviii. 30, Gal. i. 4, 2 Tim. iv. 10, Heb. 
vi. 5, Eph. ii. 7, and (Isa. ix. 6 ; wor^p tw idTJuwrog aUjvog, " the 
Father of the future age^^ — Simpson and Boothroyd^ 
" the Father of the age to come^ — S. Clarke^ Lindsey^ 
Mardon, Acton^ Hinks.) The age to come^ or about to comCj 
was the Christian age, when Jesus should be the Father 
of the age^ the Judge and Ruler. > 

Pearce, on Matt xii. 32, says, — " The Greek word 
aldv seems to signify age here, as it often does in the New 
Testament, and according to its most proper signification." 
Clarke says, — " Though I follow the common translation, 
yet I am fully satisfied, the meaning of the w^ords is, 
neither in this dispensation, viz. the Jewish, nor in that 
which is to come, viz. the Christian. Olam ha-bo^ the 
world to come, is a constant phrase for the times of the 
Messiah in the Jewish writers." Wakefield and Mack- 
night translate it, " neither in this age, nor that which is to 
come." Campbell and Boothroyd, " neither in this state, 
nor that which is to come." And as Ephesians, ii. 7, 
shows that there were more aions than one to come, it is 
clearly implied in the language of Jesus, that the blas-^ 
phemy against the Holy Ghost is ultimately to be forgiven. 
Mark iii. 29, is no bar to our position, for the rules of 
philology and exegesis require that the same word, in the 
same connection, or in parallel passages, should receive 
the same rendering ; and it will be found impossible to 
give the word aion the same rendering in each, except we 
adopt the sense of age ; hence, Mark ilL Jd should be 
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rendered, — " But he that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost, hath not forgiveness for an age^ {elg rbv alCwa^) 
but is in danger of age-enduring judgment^ {alutviw xpioeuct) 
or the judgment of the ageP The age present, when the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost was committed, and 
when Christ came to establish his religion, was the concluding 
age, or last great jubilee of the Jewish dispensation, (see 
Grotius above ;) and the age to come, was the progressive 
age of Christianity, until the conclusion of which, the Jews 
are to remain in a state of unbelief and judicial blindness ; 
but in the millennial age which is to loUow, they are to 
be brought in, and so " All Israel shall be saved ; for this 
is the covenant with them, when God shall take away 
their sins." See Rom. xi. 26, 27, &c. 

Beginning of aiuv ' ; — The beginning of aion is spoken 
of in the common version, in the following passages: 
Luke i. 70, {un'oicwo^^ of old, or anciently,) John ix. 32, 
(^ic Tov aluvog, from the greatest antiquity, or in the memory 
of man,) Acts iii. 21, and xv. 18, (a^ muvo^, of old, an- 
ciently,) Eph. iii. 9, (ind ruv alijvfov, from the ages, that is, 
the ages or jubilees of the old dispensation.) 

Repetitions of qIijv : — We find the word aion repeated 
in a remarkable manner in the following passages, to 
express very great duration. Rev. i. 1 8, " And behold, I 
am alive, (eif rot)f oXuvoq rdv alCjvtJv,) for ages of ages. Eph. 

iii. 21, (eif trdffof rof yevea^ tov tUtJVog rdv aiCvtJV,) lilerally, aS 

Macknight translates it, " through all the eras of the age of 
ages." 1 Tim. i. 17, " To the king of ages, (rwv alcwuv^) the 
immortal, the incorruptible, and the God only wise, be 

glory and honor for ages of ages, (elg rwg aldvag rdv alCwutv.) " 

Kev. xiv. 11, *' The smoke of their torment goeth up, 
(elg o/wvof aluvuv,) for ages of ages." Sir Isaac Kewton, in 
his work on the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, (see 

' In several of the sections thai follow, we think the wri'er misiakes ihe 
interpretation of the compound phrases, air* aldva^.elf rovg alCva^ tCvoIuvup 
K.T.X.' In Qreek usage, they are evidently phrases, to be taken togeiher, 
and not to be dissected, wor^ from word In thisrerpect, they are like our 
phrase, '* forever and ever,'* or " forever and evermt-re," which cannot be 
interpreted by defining the separate words lexicographically, and then 
adding the several definiiions lugether to make oui the meaning. Never- 
theless, the writer's tfeatment of ihem shows conclusively the weakness of 
the mere verbal argument for endless punishment. We may ohserve here, 
too, that we do not agree with him m his rendering of many texts, es- 
pecially of some which occur in the latter part ofthisanicle.— fi^tW. 
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London edition, 1733, p. 18,) says, — "The ascending up 
of the smoke of any burning thing forever and ever, is 
put for the continuation of a conquered people under the 
misery of perpetual subjection and slavery." See also, 
Gal. i. 5, Phil. iv. 20, 2 Tim. iv. 18, Heb. i. 8, and xiU. 21, 
1 Peter, iv. 11, and v. 11, Rev. iv. 9, 10, and v. 13, 14, and 
vii. 12, and x. 6, and xi. 15, and xv. 7, and xix. 3, and xx. 
10, and xxii. 5. 

More than eternal: — If aion signifies eternity, and 
aionios eternal, then the sacred writers very strangely speak 
of something more^ or beyoml eternity, or eternal. Paul 
(2 Cor. iv. 17,) uses the remarkable phrase, (voiy imeppo^v dc 
imep^o^ aluvtov fiaptK So^vc, "from an exceeding to an exceed- 
ing," or rather adverbially, " an excessively, exceeding, 
eternal weight of glory.") If aion signifies eternity, then 
in the Septuagint, Dan. xii. 3, we read, to eternities^ and 
farther, thus, (etc Toi>^ alCwac Kcd hi.) And in Exodus xv. 18, 
" The Lord shall reign (rdv aiwvo koI iif aicwa kcU hi,) from 
eternity even to eternity, and further." And in Micah iv. 
5, " We will walk in the name of the Lord our God, 
(c/f TdvcdCiva koX iweKeiva,) to eternity and beyond. Dan. vii. 18, 
(Hebrew,) " to eternity, even to an eternity of an eternity." 
Psalm xlviii. 14, " For this God is our God, {el^ rdv aluva 
mX el^ rdv aluva rev oldvo^y) to an age, and to an age of an age." 
The above phrase, (Psal. xlviii. 14,) " to an age, and to an 
age of an age," or " to eternity, and to an eternity of an 
eternity," may be found, Ps. cxix. 44, and cxiv. 2, 21, and 
cxlviii. 6. See Septuagint. 

Dr. Whitby, on Jude, verse 7, writes as follows : — 
" Nothing is more common and familiar in Scripture, than 
to represent a thorough and irreparable vastation, whose 
effects and signs should be still remaining by the word 
alCrvvog^ which wc render eternal." He proves his position 
by the following passages in the Septuagint, in which the 
word is used in reference to temporal judgment Ez. xxvi. 
20, 21, and xxxv. 9, and xxxvi. 2, and Isa. Iviii. 12, Jer. 
xviii. 15, 16, and xxiii. 40, and xxv. 9, and li. 39, and 1. 40, 
and xlix. 17, 18, Isa. xiii. 19, 20. Hammond, Benson, 
Gilpin, and Macknight, are all to the same import, and 
agree that there is no reference in the above passage to 
suffering in the future world. 

The word ai<^ occurs in the Greek of the New Testa- 
3» 
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ment 128 times; 66 in the singular and 62 in the plural 
number. It is translated in the Common Version, 2 times, 
ever] in 21 passages it occurs twice, and is rendered, /or- 
ever and ever ; in 2 instances it is rendered, eternaf, viz, : 
Eph. iii. 2, 1 Tim. i. 17 ; in 38 passages, world ; in 7 with 
o*«, never^ viz. Mark iii. 29, John iv. 14, and viii. 51, 52, 
and X. 28, and ix. 26, and xiii. 8 ; in 4, forevermore ; in 2, 
worlds^ viz., Heb. i. 2 and xi. 3 ; in 1, course^ viz., Eph. ii. 
2 ; once, (occurring twice.) world vnlhout end^ viz., Eph. 
iii. 21 ; twice it is rendered, a^es^ Eph. ii. 7 and Col. i. 26 ; 
and 28 times it is rendered, forever. See Register for 
1841. Al6vuK is used 71 times in the Greek of the New 
Testament; and is rendered once, forever, Phil. 15; 3 
times, world, viz., Rom. xvi. 25, 2 Tim. i. 9 and Titus i. 2 ; 
42 times, eternal ; and 25, everlasting^. See Register for 
1841. 

The following are all the passages in which olam is ap- 
plied to punishment : Isa. xxxiv. 9 to 17, Jer. xlix. 33, and 
XX. 11, andxxiii. 39, 40, and xvii. 4; Isa. xxxiii. 14; Ps. 
ix. 5, Mai. i. 4, and Dan. xii. 2. 

Besides olam, we find the following words in the He- 
JMrew Bible, used to express duration : Kedem, Ad^ Net* 
sack, Kol Yamim, Orek, Yamim, Dorva-dor^ Adi-Ad, La- 
Ad. Ad is rendered eternity, Isa. Ivii. 15; La- Ad is 
rendered forever, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9, " If thou forsake him, 
he will cast thee oS forever ^^ Olam is used. Lam. iii. 
81, " The Lord will not cast off forever^ All these 
words, like olam, express time indefinite, or indefinite 
duration. See Register for 1843. 

There are only two passages in which the word o^<iv 
appears to have the sense of world attached to it by the 
sacred writers, viz. Heb. i. 2, and xi. 3. Many of the most 
eminent critics render the word (o/uvof,) in the above 
passages, age or ages, as Arius Montanus, Tremellius, 
Socinius, PWestley, Samuel Sharpe, Wakefield, Simpson, 
Carpenter, Drummond, Chandler, Lardner, Lindsey, Bel- 
sham, and Norton. Thus, " By or for whom he constituted 
the age or ages," or " the dispensations." " The ages 
have been so ordered by the power of God, that what is 
seen had not its origin in what was conspicuous." The 
word olam, rendered world in Ps. Ixxiii. 12, might, we 
think, better be rendered time in this instance ; and in 
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Eccl. iii. 11, it should, I doubt not, be rendered, " The 
secret things of old," "hidden time," or perhaps, as some 
render the phrase, (ha-olam,) " obscurity ; " and this signifi- 
cation will be found to be remarkably well adapted to the 
context It is, therefore, extremely doubtful whether either 
aion or olam occurs in the sense of world any where in the 
Sacred Scriptures. See Scripture Proofs of Unitarianism, 
by J. Wilson, p. 241. See, also, A. Clarke on Eccl. iii. 11, 
and Duncan's Hebrew Lexicon on olam. 

All the places where alCw and aluvtog are vsed in reference 
to punishment in the New Testament. Matt xviii. 8, we 
have the phrase {el^ rd nvprb aluvtov,) " everlasting fire." The 
same phrase occurs also in Matt xxv. 41. In Matt xxv. 
46, we find the phrase (el^ Kohiatv <u<jv<ov,) everlasting, or, as it 
should here be rendered in contrast with " eternal life," 
" spiritual chastisement ; " for the word aluvtoc, when con- 
nected with ((^ life^ signifies livings or spiritual See 
Donnegan, Grove, and Goodwin, on oIuvioq and Ko^avg. In 
Mark iii. 29, we have the phrase, (aluviov Kpiaeuc,) the "judg- 
ment of the age." 2 Thess. i. 9, (Pit&pov aldvvov,) lasting 
destruction, viz. that which fell upon the Jewish perse- 
cutors. See Universalist Guide, p. 189 ; Balfour's Second 
Inquiry, p. 326-337 ; Paige's Selections, and Whitby's 
Comment on Jude 7, above. In Heb. vi. 2, we have the 
phrase {aluviov Kplfiaroc,) which Peirce renders " ancient 
judgment," and understands it to refer to the judgments 
under the old dispensation. See Paige's Selections, p. 253 ; 
2 Peter, ii. 17, {etc alcwa,) Jude 7, (nvpd^ aUwiov SiKTiv,) and 
Jude 13, (c/f Tbv aluva.) See Paige's Selections, p. 235-292. 
On Rev. xiv. 11, and xix. 3, and xx. 10. See Dr. Clarke, 
Paige's Selections, p. 301-316 ; and the quotation from Sir 
Isaac Newton, above. It may be proper to remark, that 
the last six quotations are from books whose authenticity 
has been disputed, and which Lardner and others say 
should never be alleged in proof of any doctrine not 
clearly established by other passages of Holy Writ See 
Balfour's Inquiry. 

It has been often affirmed, that if olam aldv and oUonftoc, 
when applied to God or to his attributes, do not signify 
eternal, or endless, then we cannot prove the eternity of 
God, nor the endless happiness of the righteous. But this 
does not follow. God is not et^nal because these words 
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are applied to his person or attributes; but because he is 
" before allthings^^ the Author of all things ; and because 
he could not have created himself. He is the " I AM," the 
" Self-existent," and hence eternal, in the strictest sense. 
He is the " immortal," the " incorruptible," the " invisible " 
God. So the happiness of the righteous is an " immortal, 
an incorruptible, an unfading inheritance." 

Most or all of the following words, it is believed, convey 
the idea of endless duration, or of an immortal, indissoluble 
existence, much more clearly than the words, olam^ and 
alCitv. Several of these, it wUl be noticed, are connected 
with God, or his attributes ; but- none of them with the 
punishment of the wicked, 'kizeipog, and 'Anelpuv, endless, 
boundless, infinite, unlimited. See Grove's Lexicon. 
By reference to the extract from Aristotle, (see Swing's 
definition above,) it will be seen that this word is applied 
to (rpovof,) timej and is manifestly used in the sense of 
endless. The corresponding noun is also used in the 
same sentence in the sense of infinity^ or boundless im- 
mensity. See the phrase, {aizelpwa mjfiaf) in GrsBca Majora, 
p. 314. 

'ATrepavTOf, endless, infinite. Ewing's Lexicon. Grove 
renders it boundless, endless, incessant, &c. See 1 Tim. i. 
4, (ycvcoAoyioif ^Trepavrotf, " cndless," or innumerable " genealo- 
gies.") See also, (in Justin Martyr, Apol. 1 c. 27, p. 71, B.) * 
the phrase, rbv h-nepcanw alCwa^ applied to the punishment of 
the wicked. See Quarterly, Vol. iii. No. 3. 

*At6toc, Ewing, eternal Grove, perpetual^ continual^ ever' 
lasting^ eternal. Rom. i. 20, iv^e dtdio^ airw Swofuc koL ^eumi^^ 
his eternal power and godhead.) Jude vi. {deafioic atdioig,) 
eternal chains. The passage is a quotation from the 
apochryphal book of Enoch. See Quarterly, Vol. i. No. 3, 
Art " Fallen Angels." See also, Clarke's Commentary 
on the passage, and his remarks on the book of Enoch. 
In Aristotle's Tropicorum, i. c. 11, we read as follows : 
" There are certain difficult questions which we cannot 
with certainty determine, {olw irorepov 6 Koafwg atdtc^ Ij ol,) as 
whether or not the world is eternal." See Grotius De 
Verit, lib. i. It is manifest that Aristotle uses the word in 
the above sentence in the sense of eternal in the strictest 
sense. 

'AripfMv, infinite, endless, interminable, boundless. See 
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Grove. In Aristotle's work, De Mundo, we find the 
phrase, H (duvo^ dnpfjiavoc elg irepov aluva, from an interminable 
age to another age. 'A^T^oprof , incorruptible, immortal, 
eternal. Grove's Lexicon. See 1 'lim. i. 17, (o^oprv ^&^,) 
1 Peter, i. 4, (KXepovo/uav u^i^aprw, incorruptible inheritance.) 

Rom. i. 23, (a^iWprw i^coO.) 1 Cor. ix. 25, {erii^avw iu^aprov] 
and XV. 52, {KcUolveicpoliyepdi/aovTaiiMapTOi) 1 Peler, i. 23» 

(mropdf it^aprov.) 'AddvaTog, immortal, cverliving, neverdying, 
perpetual. Grove. — This adjective, 1 believe, does not 
occur in the New Testament ; but the corresponding noun 
a&avaaia occurs in the following passages, 1 Cor. xv. 52, 54. 
This adjective is applied to the Gods in the Golden Say- 
ings of Pythagoras. See Graeca Majora, p. 312, 314, and 
p. 241. 'AjcaroAOrof. indissoluble, firm, stable, binding. 
Grdve. — Heb. vii. 16, (C^^r oKaTd^Miw,) endless life. 

*AfiapdvToCy and 'A/wfwvnvof, unfading, never-fading, ever- 
fair and young. See Grove and Ewing. — See 1 Peter, L 

4, (^k K^ffpovofuav uf&apTDV Kcd u/ilavrov Kcd ufjiapavTov.) 

*ATe^c, not ended, not accomplished, defective, incom- 
plete, endless, perpetual. 'AiiXevrog, endless, eternal. See 
Grove and Donnegan. 

*AelvcuK, ever-flowing, perennial, unceasing, ever-living, 
everlasting. See Septuagint, Job, xix. 25, and Bush on 
the Resurrection, p. 99. In the Golden Sayings of Py- 
thagoras, lines 48 and 49, we read, — " I affirm by the 75?- 
trarltfs, {the Cfod,) that giveth us our life, the Source 
(TToydv Aevaov (^vaecjg) of eternal nature, or, ever-living nature. 
See GrsBca Majora, Vol. ii. p. 314. 

In concluding this article, we would remark, that the 
word aidv, is frequently used in the New Testament, in the 
sense of life ; as it is also in Homer and many of the 
Greek authors. In Matt xxviii. 20, we read, — " I will be 
with you through all your days, {nufjac rue V^pof ) even unto 
the end of your life, dug rng awTeXta^ too cuCrvog ) " or, " unto the 
end of the age ;" viz. the Jewish Dispensation. John viii. 
35, " But the servant abideth not in the house (f/f rbv alctva,) 
during his life. The son abideth (elg rdv aluva,) during his 
life. John xiv. 16, " And I will pray the Father and he 
shall give you another comforter, that he may abide with 
you (e/f Tdv aluva,) during your life." 

The adjective (aluvtoc,) is used in the sense of life-lasting 
beyond dispute in Phil. 15. See Macknight and Clarke 
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on the passage. — In 1 Cor, viiL 13, o/a^v clearly signifies, 
Kfe, — "I will not eat meat (eif rdv aiwva,) during my life." 
In Luke xx. 34, 35, it is used to signify the present life,- 
and also the future. John iv. 14, "He that drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him, shall not thirst, {etc rdv aiCjva,) 
" in," or " on account of this life," because it is a living 
life, that possesses the very elements of undecaying hap- 
piness, — a spiritual energy, that is opposed to death in 
every possible form. John viii. 51, 52, " If a ^man keep 
my saying, he shall not taste of death {ek rbv aluva.) on ac- 
count of this life," See also John x. 28, and ix. 26, and 
xiii. 8. 

In Luke xvi. 9, the adjective oiowtjoc, is used in the sense 
of life-lasting, or lasting during life : " Make unto your- 
selves friends of the 'mammon of unrighteousness,' (that 
is, of the wealthy,) that when ye fail, (that is, become 
superanuated, and no longer able to support yourselves,) 
they may receive you into their houses during life, («V rue 
aluwiovg aKi]vuc.) ^^ Such is the obvious sense of the above 
passage, on which much labor has been bestowed, but 
very little light evolved. 

As the noun aldv, often signifies life^ and sometimes 
spirit, (as Eph. ii. 2,) it seems quite reasonable and natu- 
ral, that the adjective aluviog^ should be used in the sense of 
living and spiritual. And such is manifestly its usage in 
a great number of instances in the New Testament, when 
applied to C^v. fife. The Greek word C<^, in those passages 
which speak of entering into life, passing from death into 
life, &c., undoubtedly signifies, as Prof. Robinson defines 
it, " happiness^^ or enjoyment. It is bliss of soul, or men- 
tal enjoyment. Hence aionian life is a liim^, or spiriival 
enjoyment. It is, as Prof. Robinson defines it in his Lexi- 
con, "that life of bliss and glory in the kingdom of God, 
which awaits the true disciple of Christ after the resurrec- 
tion." But this life is not only that, which the true disci- 
ple, and all whom the Father hath given His Son, shall 
inherit in the resurrection state, (See John xvii. 2, and Cor. 
XV. 22,) but that which the believer already enjoys. Says 
Dr. Jebb, as quoted by Dr. Bloomfield, " He who, with 
his heart, believeth in the Son, is already in possession of 
eternal life." This life is the result of Christian knowl-. 
edge, (See John xvii. 2,) and is begotten in the soul by the 
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vivifying effect of the Gospel. See John iii. 16, 36, an<J 
iv. 14, and v. 24. Dr. Clarke, (in his Com. on John v. 24,) 
says on the phrase, " But is passed from death unto life," 
" Death is the country where every Christless soul lives. 
The man who knows not God, lives a dying life, or a living 
death ; but he who believes in the Son of God, passes 
over from the empire of death to the empire of life." 

Barnes on the same passage, remarks, — " Religion and 
its blessings here and hereafter, are one and the same. 
The happiness of Heaven, is, living to God, — being sen- 
sible of his presence, and glory, and power, and rejoicing 

in that This Hfe^ or this religion, whether on earth 

or in heaven, is the same ; the same joys extended and 
expanded forever. Hence, when a man is converted, it is 
said that he has everlasting life ; not merely shall have, but 
is already in possession of that life or happiness?^ See 
Rom. vi. 16, 23, and viii. 6. Thus the everlasting, the 
aibnian life of the Gospel, is the spiritual, the living enjoy- 
ment of the Christian. It is not measured by the lapse of 
time, nor by endless duration, but by the possession of a 
divine, a spiritual life. It is the well-spring of happiness, 
flowing from a' pure and perfect faith in the living God, 
and producing holiness of life, peace of soul, and a spirit 
of charity and disinterested benevolence. This life is 
brought to light in the Gospel, and is imparted to the hu- 
man soul, through its life-inspiring precepts. And that 
the reader may enjoy this life, that it may impart a " peace 
that passeth understanding," and eventually fill the souls 
of all with a "joy unspeakable and full of glory," is the 
prayer of. the writer. d. m. k. 



Art. IV. 

Progression. 

That mankind are not only liable to err, but that they 
have deeply erred, in all that concerns mind and morals, 
theory and practice, is so certain and palpable as to have 
acquired the force and authority of a proverb. They have 
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turned aside from the light, and groped in darkness ; they 
have neglected to employ the means of advancement ; 
they have persisted in wrong, when the right was accept- 
able and more eligible ; and they have refused to be in- 
structed by their experience. Yet, with these scarcely mit- 
igated truths before us, it is more than probable that their 
prejudices, and errors, and offences, are less the result of 
perverse intentions, than of conditions and influences 
which they knew not how to control. For it should be 
remembered that error is propagated, established, and 
maintained by similar means, and with as certain success, 
as truth. And when once conceived, diffused, and sent 
down to other generations, like some hereditary disease, 
its contaminations spread more fully and fatally over the 
system of thought, and betray a more fearful and incurable 
malignity. That mankind have, in all ages, been tried by 
the besetments of error, — that modes of thinking and 
acting have been forced upon them, by the voice of the 
many and the power of example, — that sanguinary laws 
have added their terrible sanctions to all other meas- 
ures and influences, — can neither be doubted nor de- 
nied. The free soul, that should have inspired the 
man, has struggled for a season with the restraints which 
were thrown around it ; and then passively yielded to the 
dictates of an admitted and overwhelming authority. 
Thus it has been ; thus, to a lamentable extent it still is, 
with the great majority of the human race. 

It may not, perhaps, be denied without qualification, 
that men in all ages have thought; but they have not 
thought independently and strictly for themselves, in the 
great affairs of morals and religion. They have, indeed, 
had great reason to think that there was much wrong, and 
violence, and spiritual oppression ; and they have neither 
felt satisfied nor at ease. But they have felt compelled to 
think and believe as they were taught, to submit in hum- 
ble patience to the endurance of evils, which, though ob- 
vious, they knew not how to avoid or mitigate, and to 
regard their mental struggles as trials of virtue as well as 
of temper. When a doubt has been awakened of the 
utility or truth, the consistency or scriptural authority of 
some unintelligible or unreasonable dogma, it has been 
put aside, lest an impure hand should be stretched out to 
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steady the ark of God, and violence done to the sacred- 
ness of divine institutions. And how resolutely has every 
such suggestion been repressed, as the malignant insinuar 
tion of the " Father of lies," aad as having for its object 
the utter ruin of the soul. 

But while the masses have silently endured and bowed 
submissively to what they deemed their fate, while they 
have secretly mourned over the present, and looked des- 
pairingly to the future, there have been minds which not 
only perceived the wrong, but fixed their hold upon some 
tangible and assailable point, and aspired to move heaven 
and earth for the attainment of the right. These have in 
all ages, been the martyrs to public sentiment. These are 
the men, whose opinions and efforts are ever, in one or 
more particulars, in conflict with those of their times ; and 
whose history always comprehends that of the mental and 
moral condition of the country and the age. Their story 
may be told by their enemies ; their opinions may be mis- 
construed by prejudice, and misrepresented by malice; 
their imperfections magnified into offences, and their very 
virtues tortured into crimes, — still we shall learn the pul> 
lie sentiment, by learning what they opposed, and why 
they were despised, hated and persecuted. 

The illustration of these truths are abundant in every 
department of human history. The religious, the political, 
and even the scientific world, have respectively furnished 
their victims; and with them, the evidence to all future 
times, of the moral and intellectual condition of the mil- 
lion. It is well that we have even these means of infor- 
mation, since but for them, our knowledge of the real 
character of some ages would have been still more limited. 
The will and the policy of rulers, were the unresisted and 
unquestioned rule of opinion and practice among the 
masses. And it was not until within the last few centu- 
ries, that the people, as such, bore any part, other than that 
of the executioners of a master's wiU, in the affairs in 
which themselves were most deeply interested. It has 
been at the self-sacrifice and life-labor of a few uncompro- 
mising men, — the wisest and best of men, too, that popu- 
lar evils, whether political or religious, have usually been 
removed, and substantial human advancement effected. 
Why were the Saviour and his apostles despised, hated, 

VOL. IV. 4 
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persecuted, sacrificed ? Because, neither the people of the 
Jews, nor the masses of the Gentiles, were capable of 
judging and acting for themselves. They were debarred 
from the examination of the gospel ; they were prevented, 
by all possible means, from attaining a knowledge of its 
principles, or appreciating the te;idency of its truths ; and 
the stern mandates of the priesthood, or the still more cruel 
rescripts of the civil governor, were enforced at the sacri- 
fice of all legitimate right and all human sympathy. And 
this — not because the people, as such, were indisposed to 
listen to the message of peace ; for they often gave une- 
quivocal evidence of their deep and lively interest in those 
who aspired to teach them, and who in many Ways 
evinced an inextinguishable sympathy for them. But 
they were overawed, and the policy and the will of the 
few gave impulse and character to the movements of the 
many. The same reasons apply to every instance of 
general persecution for opinion's sake, from the apostolic 
age to the present. This may be distinctly perceived and 
fully understood, by calling to mind that there is not now 
a single government among enlightened nations that could 
enforce so much as one of the sanguinary and persecuting 
measures of by-gone times. There is now ^public mind, 
as well as character ; and that mind has outlived this most 
important portion of its vassalage, and will no longer 
suffer the operation of a law which sets the first principles 
of toleration at defiance. 

From these data we learn, that the distinguishing fea- 
ture in the character of man — of the race, is progress ; a 
constant tendency, with occasional and limited exceptions, 
to improvement, to elevation. Everything relating to him 
combines to sustain the belief, that his moral, social, and 
intellectual condition is higher and better in the present, 
than in any preceding age. He is improved in his whole 
condition and character. He is better fed, better clothed, 
better lodged, and better governed. He is more enlight- 
ened ; he feels deeper and broader sympathies ; he under- 
stands more clearly his affinities, and identifies his interests 
and his happiness more effectually with his race. He has 
learned that he is at least a unit in the sum of human ex- 
istence ; and, consequently, that he bears, and must bear 
his relative proportion of good or evil, happiness or misery. 
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He has outlived his isolation from his fellows; he is slowly 
but surely rising up from his debasement ; his stinted and 
benumbed faculties are quickening under excitement ; his 
vacant mind is filling with ideas, alike novel and crude, it 
may be, but ideas still ; and he is no longer satisfied with 
the endurance of evils at the disposal of human wisdom 
and power, and which he once deemed inseparable from 
existence. 

The enviable distinctions of a class are passing away, 
and are becoming the inheritance of the million, — the 
unquestioned rights of man. And how came he by all 
these things ? Came they from heaven in glorious vision ? 
Did they in a moment break upon his passive soul, and 
overwhelm him with their number, variety, and fulness ? 
Or did he leap at once, fr'>m the profound depths of his 
degradation, and seize the aggregate of all which he now 
enjoys ? O, no, none of these things. They have been 
wrought out piecemeal through long ages, in the furnace 
of affliction. They are the incipient results of troubled 
thoughts, of untold sacrifices, nf lives of weariness and 
unsubdued determination. They are the products of 
minds elevated above, and uninfluenced by, the consid- 
erations that sway the multitude ; minds which defied the 
intervention of human authority between themselves and 
their God; minds which despised vulgar prejudices, which 
perils could not awe, and which gloried in the mainte- 
nance of the good and the true, even at the price of blood. 

Looking back as we must, from the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, we are struck with amazement at the tardy 
progress of mankind during many ages. Nor is our 
wonder abated, by the additional consideration, that so 
little was attempted or achieved, at any one time. Great 
and good men appear to have been incapable of perceiving 
or resisting more than a single error or wrong, of all the 
host by which they were surrounded ; or of comprehend- 
ing more than a single elevating truth or duty, to the pro- 
motion of which they consecrated their labors and their 
lives. The most prominent, but by no means the most 
formidable evils, were, more frequendy the subjects of 
complaint and resistance ; and were it not for principles 
involved and too commonly unseen, the sacrifices made, 
seem too great for the motive, or the end attained. In a 
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majority of instances, the reforms which were attempted in 
the church, related to visible and tangible matters, rather 
than to the deep and real causes of the existing evils. 
The manner of administering a rite, — the habiliments of 
the clergy, — the observation of a festival; the nature, ex- 
tent, and gradation of clerical offices, and of ecclesiastical 
powers, — were, either in substance or name, the subjects 
of intense interest x and absorbing consideration. It is 
difficult at this day, to comprehend the possible reasons 
why strong and sincere men should have begun and ended 
their labors, in conflict with such matters, (yould we 
permit ourselves to strike out of the account the condition 
of this or that particular age ; the circumstances under 
which the reformers, during several centuries, were edu- 
cated, and all the influences by which they were sur- 
rounded, we could scarcely give them credit for exalted 
intellects, or high and worthy motives. 

But under the circumstances, these contests were among 
the most important ever maintained by devoted men. For 
however we may regard the subjects of their controversies 
as mere " mint, anise and cummin," compared with those 
of more recent agitation and dispute, they were then mat- 
ters of the last consequence in the estimation of the relig- 
ious world. And those who perilled fame, and fortune, 
and life for the removal of a perceived and understood 
wrong, and for the attainment of the right, did what few 
had the ability or moral courage to undertake ; and at the 
same time bore their part, and bore it manfully, in rolling 
forward the tide of human elevation and improvement 
Something was always done, in these struggles with pre- 
scriptive usage and presumptive power ; and something 
was always gained, even when the daring innovator was 
crushed by the weight of authority. Men learned to 
think, and in time, to feel their power; — and the upward 
tendency of their movement was accelerated and con- 
firmed. 

It is not the magnitude of an enterprise, abstractly con- 
sidered, that gives it importance, but its results, its bearings 
and influences upon the minds of men. Hence, in the 
struggles of the early Reformers, we are to keep constantly 
in mind the whole of their condition. We are to recollect 
that they were surrounded and beset by all the prevailing 
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influences ; that they shared in the tastes and habits, and 
were strongly imbued with the prejudices of the times. 
From some of these, and some of the worst of them, too, 
they broke loose, and planted their feet on new and un- 
trodden ground. For its defence and maintenance, they 
staked their all, and then flung themselves into the conflict, 
resolved to triumph or to perish. And think as we may 
of the matters in controversy aside from their results, there 
is a moral grandeur, a moral sublimity, in the purposes 
and conduct of the early Reformers. Let the singleness of 
motive by which they were actuated, be taken into con- 
sideration, and it will be seen that they do not belong to 
the class of ordinary great men. They were not influ- 
enced by the motives or interests that govern other men ; 
they had no exclusively selfish ends to answer, the possible 
gratification of which might stimulate their endeavors; 
they sought no mere secular power, and aimed at no tem- 
poral aggrandizement No ; but they sought, by what they 
deemed truth and right, to free men's souls from mental 
bondage ; to elevate the unthinking and subdued, with 
thought and hope ; and to bring them back from darkness 
and degradation, to light and manhood, and to re-baptize 
the human soul with knowledge and the love of God. 

What at this day would not agitate the surface of the 
public mind nor move a hand among the million, then 
gathered around itself the most momentous considerations, 
involved near and remote consequences, and diffused over 
whole kingdoms the power and the terror of strong excite- 
ment. All this is too palpable to be misconceived or 
overlooked. But behind it all, we are to look for those 
moral and mental forces which inspired these mighty 
movements ; and there we shall find the aspiration and the 
effort for something higher and better, and more satisfying 
to the human soul. Men asked — not all that with reason 
and right might have heen demanded — but still, more 
than the age could give. They asked — what it took sev- 
eral centuries of progress to obtain ; and what at this time 
we marvel should ever have been denied — the Bible, and 
liberty of conscience. 

The Reformation — HiQ glorums Reformation — in Prot- 
estant phrase, came, with all its excitement and sacrifice, 
its extravagance and repose ; and we contemplate its 

4* 
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progress and results with hearts filled with gratitude and 
admiration. It has shown itself to be the great power that 
penetrated, and which in time will dispel, the "dark- 
ness that covered the earth,'' and throw its purifying influ- 
ehcea over the whole family of Christians. Papacy itself is 
no longer the unclean and monstrous thing that it was. 
It has greatly mitigated its pretensions, and proportionally 
ceased to affront Heaven with its blasphemies. And with 
the same creed and the same profession, with the same 
language and the same ritual, but changed in heart and 
soul, it exhibits everywhere a more humble and tolerant 
spirit, and lives in name, while its former self has passed 
away forever. 

Protestantism, in the mean time, has taken to itself the 
right of perpetual innovation. Hence its numerous sects, 
its discordant creeds, its diversified usages, and its angry 
disputes. But all this is well ; for it stimulates thought, 
and leads onward and upward, however slowly, to the true 
ends of Protestantism — the full and free exercise of pri- 
vate judgment, and the ultimate exercise of true Christian 
charity. These things may be often overlooked in the 
controversies and collisions between sects; but as the 
means are in progress, the end will be attained in defiance 
of man's oversight or apathy. Flint and steel, though en- 
tirely unconscious, by a little friction can be rendered 
subservient to the purposes of light and heat. The asser- 
tion of the great proposition of Protestantism, the right 6f 
private judgment, was the death-warrant of all spiritual 
domination. And however long the execution may be 
postponed, the time will surely come, when the Christian 
will have no sacred altar, but his own heart ; no master, 
but Christ ; and no object of supreme homage, but his 
'* Father in heaven." Let us then look behind the more 
obvious movements of parties, and fix our attention upon 
the great principles that are urgiflg forward those convul- 
sive and mighty efforts. He must have observed the 
religious and moral movements since the Reformation, 
to little purpose, who does not perceive that the successive 
impulses given to the general mind have resulted in the 
enjoyment of a greater degree of religious liberty ; a near- 
er approximation of opinion to a common standard ; and 
the exercise of a more definite and broader Christian 
charity. 
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The great fact developed by the Reformation, and which 
the reader should constantly keep in mind, is, the aspira- 
tion after something better ; a desire to abandon the wrong 
and to possess the right. We may at times feel to regret 
that the axe was not laid at the root of the tree of error, 
and a thorough reform attempted in the first instance. 
But a little reflection will probably satisfy us that the 
undertaking was graduated to the state of the times and 
the condition of society. Had more been attempted, it is 
morally certain that the whole would have fallen to the 
ground; and a later age would have had the honor of 
beginning and perfecting the work. Besides, it is plainly 
contrary to the established laws of human progress, that 
every necessary good should be sought or attained, and 
every evil seen and exploded, at any one time. It would 
leave too little to enterprise, and mind would stagnate for 
want of excitement. Let any one reflect a moment on 
the mental struggles, the doubts and misgivings with 
which Luther entered upon and carried forward some 
parts of his enterprise, and it will be seen that he under- 
took quite as much as he distincfly perceived or under- 
stood. And when the difficulty of achieving what was 
really contemplated is taken into the account, — the hos- 
tility encountered, the dangers incurred, — it is evident 
that enough was projected, and every thing gained that 
the times could grant. It is morally certain, that the 
attempt to arrest the miserable traffic in indulgences, cost 
the soul of Luther more solicitude than Casar felt in 
crossing the Rubicon. 

We next come upon the age of the Puritans. With 
these men, notwithstanding their abominable cant and 
offensive sanctimoniousness, are to be found many of the 
true elements of moral advancement. They resisted every 
encroachment upon the rights of conscience. Entreaties 
and threats were alike thrown away upon them. With a 
hatred of religious tyranny that knew no abatement, and 
with a zeal and perseverance that defied exhaustion, they 
went steadily forward to their purpose. For this they 
were prepared to make any and every sacrifice ; to forego 
country, and home, and friends ; and to peril their lives at 
any moment, if so they might worship God without book, 
or the intervention of a hated priesthood. With these 
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feelings and principles, they spread themselves over the 
land; held proscribed conventicles in the cottages; ad- 
dressed all classes and conditions of men ; and inspired 
them with the energies of new thoughts, and imparted a 
portion of their own indomitable spirit. A civil revolution 
followed. But it is the revolution of mind in which we are 
concerned ; and it was this that wrought changes which no 
human power yet has, or ever can control. A thousand 
Hampdens, a thousand Cromwells might successively 
perish, and all the physical glories of as many Common- 
wealths pass away, without materially impeding the pro- 
gress of the principles of religious liberty which the Puri- 
tans maintained. This is the enduring monument which 
they reared for themselves ; and its moral inscriptions shall 
transmit their memory to the last moment of time. 

That in many things and many ways, the Puritans were 
fully imbued with the spirit of the times, is beyond all 
question. But when they rejected Popery and Episco- 
pacy under every form and name, they re-asserted the 
great maxim of the Reformation, in defiance even of 
themselves. Whatever they might think or intend, they 
were destined to learn, — and did learn, what their avowed 
principles could hardly fail to teach, — that the human 
mind once effectually set at work, must seek advancement 
in its own way ; and that it is not to be controlled in its 
operations, or in its choice of means or measures by the 
authority of laws, or by ecclesiastical dictation. And 
there were men among them who understood their rights 
and their position. And they looked forward and aspired 
to establish principles and truths, on which coming gene- 
rations might more effectually act ; and by which all error 
should be finally seen and removed, and simple truth and 
moral purity bless mankind. Such men not only leave 
their impress upon their own age, but they admonish all 
men in all times, that they should hold no compromise 
with wrong, no fellowship with popular error, and own no 
master but Christ. 

From that time to the present, innovations multiply 
upon us beyond all precedent. Minds long bowed to the 
yoke of orthodoxy, and bound with all its cords, have 
broken loose from their thraldom, and challenged their 
right to dissent. For ages, the fundamental doctrines of 
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the church had remained the same in all their essential 
features. Institutions and forms had felt the hand of ren* 
ovation, and changes had come over them ; but still the 
dominant theology remained the same, or slightly modi- 
fied. But the lime had now come, when men began to 
look deeper than the surface, and when they were deter- 
mined to scan the principles of faith, as well as the visible 
symbols and ordinances of religion. This was a fearful 
undertaiung, and those who entered upon it did so with 
fear and trembling. The subject was deemed sacred by 
all men ; and many believed and asserted that it could 
not be questioned without impiety, nor admit of innova- 
tion without inviting perdition. 

But the desire to ascertain whether the Scriptures did, 
or did not, justify a more rational and liberal system of 
Christian faith, was not to be repressed by menaces and 
anathemas. The Protestant world had alreadv become 
satisfied, that men had been mistaken respecting other 
matters involved by religion, — and it was natural to infer 
the possibility of similar mistakes in the graver subjects of 
faith and divine truth. And pure hearted and strong 
minded men entered upon the investigation, carried for- 
ward their labors, and, in the midst of reproach, attained 
satisfaction to their own souls. They rejected some of 
the established dogmas ; and they adopted others deemed 
more worthy of Heaven, and more in accordance with 
reason and revelation. 

Among the substantial evidences of progress, we should 
not fail to notice that of increasing indulgence to dissent- 
ers. The time was rapidly passing away, when the 
prison, the torture, or the stake, were the most available 
arguments, — or, when the powers that might deem it 
desirable, could find it prudent or safe to employ them 
against heretics. This was the dawn of that day, when 
what the laws could not accomplish, was wisely to be 
left to the decisions of the public mind. And unfortunate 
as it is, that Christian charity did not advance with Chris- 
tian liberty, it is still better that those who hold, or fancy 
that they hold, the key to public opinion, should spend 
their breath in vituperation, than waste their strength, 
and outrage humanity by the infliction of physical suffer- 
ings. Prejudices may be rendered more inveterate for a 
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season by the machinations of crafty men ; but integrity 
even in a heretic will command respect, and the right in 
defiance of popular favor, will finally triumph. 

Those who would reform the doctrines of the Church, 
and bring men back to the simplicity and purity of the 
primitive gospel, seized upon different points, and labored 
to establish positions as dissimilar as can well be imag- 
ined. In this, they not only acted without concert, but 
they disjoined, — or rather prevented the union under one 
common head, of truths which mutually belong to the 
great system of the gospel. They saw with different eyes, 
and labored for the attainment of different ends. They 
perceived that Christianity, originally so intelligible and 
comprehensible, must have been corrupted and mystified 
to become what it then was. They knew, that reason 
had not been permitted to exercise its functions in the 
examination and adoption of the creed ; and that apinions 
were maintained and held essential to salvation, at which 
reason revolted, and which revelation would not sustain. 
And agreeing in these things, each one went his way to 
perform his appropriate work — and which, when brought 
together and blended into one system, will constitute a 
consistent and harmonious whole. Some maintained that 
the paternity of God was the guaranty of illimitable 
mercy and universal salvation ; others, that like all indi- 
viduals, the Deity was one ; and only one indivisible 
being. Altogether there was a prevalent disposition to 
test the creed by the Scriptures ; and to render religion 
more intelligible, more pure, and more comforting. 

A remarkable instance of the different tendency of 
great minds in matters of faith, was furnished during the 
English Commonwealth. At the same time, it furnishes 
an interesting and striking example of the difliculty en- 
countered by honest and resolute reformers, of grasping 
more than one iinportant particular, and carrying forward 
more than one form of religious enterprise, at the same 
time. Milton and Jeremy White — the former being 
foreign secretary, and the latter chaplain to Cromwell — 
were at the same time engaged in the vindication of 
jBntirely dissimilar views of the Deity, and the results of 
the divine government Milton wrote an elaborate treatise, 
repudiating the doctrine of the Trinity, and asserting the 
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indivisible oneness of God ; and White composed an 
essay, in which he rejected the common belief of endless 
misery, and triumphantly maintained the truth of univer- 
sal salvation. And there is probably no creed among 
Christians, which has not furnished individuals who have 
believed and defended one or the other of these systems. 
Catholics and Protestants, with all their social and secta- 
rian prejudices, and in defiance of the restraints thrown 
around them, have respectively contributed to swell the 
number of the believers in the unity of God, or in the 
ultimate purity and happiness of all the human race. 
There have been minds among them all, that never could 
believe that one God included three distinct and equal 
persons, — other minds, that were never satisfied with the 
exclusiveness of their party; and which never could 
think, that a benevolent and holy God could exclude one 
moral being from hope and final happiness, or render one 
completely and interminably miserable. 

It is not the mere fact, that Universalism on the one 
hand, and Unitarianism on the other, were inculcated and 
ably maintained by those men, that gives the subject its 
peculiar interest. For both opinions had been previously 
asserted, and had given mortal offence. But there is the 
evidence of a mental force and moral integrity in the men 
themselves, as well as signs of human progress, which 
should not be overlooked. They lived and acted under 
the excitement and agitation of a civil war, which resulted 
in the subversion of a long established monarchy; and 
when the public mind was intensely engaged with projects, 
for founding a new government and new institutions of 
religion. And that they should at that time, of all others, 
have devoted themselves to the consideration of subjects, 
which involved the consistency of their own and the na- 
tion's creed, can be accounted for in no other way, it 
would seem, than from the universal prevalence of reli- 
gious speculation among all classes of society. But, 
leaving the cause to conjecture, the moral courage dis- 
played in the vindication of doctrines so new, so utterly 
at variance with established faith, so repugnant to the pre- 
judices of the multitude, is not often surpassed or equalled. 
For theirs were not mere private opinions, to be read and 
wondered at, when their exponents had passed off the 
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stage. No ; they were living and influencing principles 
of faith, which inspired and governed their conduct. 
Rising far above the level of the times, these distinguished 
men looked abroad and beyond the reign of error and 
mysticism, and essayed to shed the light of sober truth 
over the domain of spiritual darkness, and to temper the 
general enthusiasm by the suggestions of enlightened 
reason. They virtually maintained, that while the Scrip- 
tures constituted the only authoritative rule of faith, they 
could neither teach an absurdity respecting the divine na- 
tive, nor authorize opinions which contravened the purity 
and perfection of the divine character. 

Though living at the same time, and worshipping, as it 
were, at the same altar, their labors were directed to the 
attainment of very different ends. Milton addressed him- 
self to the mere rationale of the creed. He would him- 
self know, and he would have others know, whether the 
unity of God was as consistent with the Scriptures, as 
with the dictates of reason. But he took little interest, 
comparatively, in the great question respecting the results 
of the divine government To believe in one only God, 
to believe that Jesus Christ was his Son in some sense, 
and to live a puritan life, was, it would seem in his esti- 
mation, enough for man here and hereafter. He could 
' sing of Paradise Lost and Regained ; but he could not in 
sober prose hazard the expression of his belief, that the 
least, and the worst, and the last, of earth's erring children 
would find his way back to the grace of redemption and 
the bosom of his God. On the contrary, the other seems 
not to have been disturbed by the monstrosities of the 
Trinity, or by the misnamed equity, that could inflict im- 
mortal anguish upon the innocent Jesus to screen and 
save the guilty — and all the guilty of our race. But his 
soul revolted at the thought of man's infinite sufferings 
for the sins of time. This touched his sympathy and 
warmed his philanthrophy into life. And he at once 
found it impossible to vindicate the divine character, on 
the supposition, that one human creature could suffer 
without end. That could not be impartiality, which 
could institute or permit an infinite distinction in man's 
final condition ; nor could that be true benevolence which 
rendered a creature miserable beyond redemption. 
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The different tendencies of religions minds, — the dif- 
ferent subjects to which the reforming process is in conse- 
quence directed, by individuals of the same age, country 
and religion, are seldom more prominently exhibited than 
in these eminent men. Their labors and writings eyi- 
dently carried forward the work of moral advancement) 
among the better or higher classes of English society. 
They did not reach the public mind so directly and gen- 
erally, as others have since done ; but from their positioUi 
they must have exerted great influence over not a few of 
the strong men of the time. Nothing else can fully ac- 
count for their personal safety and great reputation, at a 
time when heresy was watched with sleepless vigilance 
and punished with exemplary severity. But imbued with 
the spirit of charity themselves, they seem to have inspired 
others with its exercise, even when openly canvassing and 
impugning some of the most cherished and sacred opin- 
ions of their cotemporaries. 

There is great danger, when minds, l6ng confined 
within narrow limits, break forth from the restraints of 
their creed, that they will set all bounds at defiance ; nor is 
the danger least, where the subject involves the aspirations 
of human reason. Hence, most unbelievers in divine 
revelation have become so — not by giving heed to the 
Scriptures, — but by supposing that some unreasonable 
dogma was, as they had formerly believed, still taught in 
them. Neither Milton nor White fell into this error. 
They never aspired to be wise " above what was written." 
What they rejected, they satisfied themselves, after diligent 
search and patient thought, was not taught in the Bible — 
and what they believed and taught, they were convinced 
by the same reasons, was sustained by divine revela- 
tion. They carried forward towards its results, the great 
position of the Reformers — not for the purpose of render- 
ing the Scriptures less authoritative, or their teachings less 
precious to the soul of man — but with the intention of 
showing their consistency, and to inspire man with com- 
forting hopes. They affected no refinements of the simple 
teachings of Jesus ; they attempted no fastidious quali- 
fication of his miracles ; and they entertained no doubts 
of his divine authority. So far from this, they believed 
him to be a " Teacher sent firom God," divinely inspired 
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and spodess in purity. And they contemplated the history 
of his blameless life, his marvellous works, his persevering 
fidelity, his patient endurance under sufferings, with de- 
vout gratitude ; while they drew sustaining hopes and 
unfailing consolation from the proofs of his resurrection. 

It might be thought singular, that these two men should 
apparently wholly overlook the fact, that their respective 
theories were ^but parts of the same great system, were 
not similar instances too numerous and palpable to be 
mistaken, occurring among us every day. No successful 
pretensions, however, can be made to rational and liberal 
Christianity without their union. Both are indispensable to 
the consistency, and the benevolent character, of the 
gospel. For it cannot be pretended that the doctrine of 
the Trinity was ever perceived or understood by any 
process of reasoning ; or, that it is any evidence of gen- 
uine benevolence in the Deity, to render any of his moral 
offspring completely and perpetually miserable. And the 
fact, that the doctrine of the restitution and that of the 
divine unity, still have a separate existence in theory 
as well as profession, by no means diminishes the evi- 
dence, that he who ascribes to God an all-embracing 
paternity, and who yet denies to any of God's children, 
the blessings implied by that ajEnity, has not perfected his 
title to the exclusive appellation of liberal Christian. Nor 
can we by any means understand, by what process of 
reason it has ever happened, that any one who believes in 
the " grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men," 
can suppose that grace to have been purchased or won 
from the " God of all grace," by the pains and sufferings 
of the unoffending Jesus. To inflict infinite sufferings on 
the most obdurate transgressor, is ^more than enough to 
excite the horror of all reflecting beings ; but the horror 
of such infliction is immeasurably augmented when it is 
supposed to fall on the innocent. And it would seem to 
imply a depth of selfishness altogether unknown in any 
other human' concernment, that can accept even salvation 
on terms so utterly revolting. 

But different as were the ends pursued, or the means 
employed for their attainment, by Milton and White, they 
still bore a useful part in the work of religious progress. 
They have respectively left the most undoubted evidences 
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of the onward course of their own minds ; and the prin- 
ciples and doctrines which they maintained and defended, 
have rendered the prevalent systems of Christianity de- 
cidedly more intellectual and more benignant They did 
something for human reason and human charity ; and at 
the same time, rendered the Scriptures more attractive, by 
showing that their teachings were less repulsive and less 
exclusive. And, regret as we may, that peculiar structure 
or tendency of mind, which induced them to overlook or 
disregard the importance of each other's views, and 
indeed their undeniable affinity ; still we have great rea- 
son to thank God that they did so much, and did it so 
well. 

From the time of the English Commonwealth, numer- 
ous successive instances have occurred, in which individ- 
uals have broken loose from the real or supposed bondage 
of a party, and asserted their right of dissent from the 
doctrines and usages once firmly believed and held sacred 
by themselves. This has sometimes been effected, with- 
out materially disturbing their previous social relations, or 
dissolving their religious connections. But it may be 
presumed that, in such instances, we are not always to 
impute the forbearance and indulgence to the exclusive 
influence of Christian charity. Innovation is more com- 
monly followed by protracted and angry controversy, and 
the ultimate expulsion of the supposed heretical offender ; 
and in due time, by the organization of a new party, 
another sect or denomination. Thus, while the dis- 
tinguished men to whom we have referred, neither aban- 
doned their religious connection, nor sought to establish a 
new and more reformed communion, their successors 
in the same general enterprise were eventually compelled 
to do both. 

It was not until the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
that either Unitarians or Universalists became, in the pro- 
per meaning of the terms, distinct and separate denomina- 
tions. Lindsay, Priestley, and others, having groped their 
way out of their respective communions, with great faith- 
fulness and at considerable sacrifice vindicated the oneness 
and the paternity of the Deity. Their efforts were not 
limited to the critical investigation of the Scriptures, and 
the publication of a few expository essays ; they en- 
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deavored to reach the public mind more directly and 
eflfectively by the establishment of places of worship, 
where all that would come might come, and hear the 
doctrine of the divine unity. 

It was even perceived, that the rejection of the doctrine 
of the Trinity involved that of several kindred errors. 
The long established views respecting the atonement, and 
of the origin and extent of human depravity, were discov- 
ered to be as unfounded and repulsive, as those relating 
to the tripersonality of the Deity. Hence, the rejection of 
the Trinitarian hypothesis was but the incipient step in a 
series of important innovations upon the popular creed. 
In most other instances, however important the particular 
doctrine rejected or established, th^ general faith was 
scarcely implicated. But it was impossible to exclude the 
Trinity from the creed, without involving its concomitants. 
The doctrine of the divine oneness could not be engrafted 
upon the old theology, — it could not be maintained but 
at the sacrifice of some other fundamentals of the comjnon 
feith — and it could not form the exclusive subject of a 
new and distinct system of Christian belief. 

In the meantime, others, • whose names will never be 
forgotten, devoted their life-labors to the establishment and 
promotion of the doctrine of Universal salvation. Relly 
in England, and Murray, Winchester, and others in the 
United States, were each, in his own way and sphere, 
aspiring and toiling to convince mankind of the bound- 
less and saving grace of God. With little pretension, and 
with very inadequate means, these pure-minded and 
thinking men wrought effectually for the reformation of 
Christian doctrine, as maintained by the church. And 
they reached the general mind, with a power and success, 
scarcely paralleled since the age of the apostles. They 
taught what was of deeper and more abiding moment to 
the sympathies and the hopes of man, and they did more 
for Christian charity and human happiness, than had 
been achieved by all others since the Reformation. They 
were the instruments^ under God, of enabling men more 
effectually and confidingly to look up to him as their 
"Father in heaven," — whose paternal kindness never 
fails ; which cannot be exhausted by the number or the 
wants of its objects, nor turned away by human miscon- 
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ception, frailty, or ingratitude. To know and to feel all 
this, to confide, in consequence, in the purposes and re- 
sources of that Father) is of far greater moment to the 
soul — is productive of more true devotion, and more 
substantial happiness, than any and all the merely rational 
theories, that have yet been the subjects of human specu- 
lation. There is nothing in the abstract consideration of 
the doctrine of the divine unity, or any of its palpable 
appendages, essentially calculated to reach and affect the 
heart. It is as easy and as natural — and observation 
proves that it is quite as certain, that men can love and 
adore a God in three persons, as in one — provided his 
character and purposes, in other respects, are the same. 
But not so, in regard to the great matter of salvation. 
There is an infinite difference between the Deity who 
renders, or permits some of his moral offspring to become 
endlessly and completely miserable — and the God of the 
Scriptures, who, though he punishes, does so for their 
reformation, and who will in the final issue make them all 
good and all happy. The student who attains to some 
new intellectual truth, may very properly feel gratified 
with the capabilities and triumphs of reason ; but hi? 
heart is not necessarily nor probably touched with the 
feelings of tenderness and gratitude, that warm and in- 
spire the soul of the child of want and affliction, for some 
small proof of sympathy or kindness. And how infinitely 
touching and impressive is the benignity, that forgives 
our sins and redeems us firom all guilt, sufferings, and sor- 
rows ! 

That these eminent and devoted advocates of Univer- 
salism were, in all other particulars, fully imbued with 
the doctrines of the prevalent orthodoxy, needs neither 
denial nor proof. In this respect they were not, perhaps, 
exceeded in absurdity by any men of their time. But, 
with all their zeal for not a few of the standard and pre- 
scriptive corruptions of the primitive gospel, they have the 
merit of laboring, faithfully and successfully, to free the 
souls of men from the most terrific and revolting item in 
the catalogue of religious errors. And, far as it might be 
firom theif wishes or their thoughts, to open the way for 
further innovation, it could scarcely take the prophetic dis- 
cernment of Isaiah to foresee, that those who became con- 
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vinced of the error of the church, in a matter so momen- 
tous, as that which involved the final issue of the plan of 
salvation, would also suspect the divine authority of other 
and less important doctrines. The reflecting Universalist 
would not be long satisfied with the dictum of the church, 
when contradicted by the sober convictions of his own 
mind. He would seriously doubt, whether a God, whose 
very nature is love, had been won to the exercise of that 

1)erfection towards mankind, by the interposition and suf- 
ferings of his own equal Son. It would naturally follow, 
aind it did follow, that individuals perceived that the good- 
ness of God was the fountain, whence flowed full salva- 
tion ; and, consequently, that an infinite sacrifice, by way 
of atonement, was not necessary, and had not been made, 
for man. And it further followed, as an inference from 
the personal labors of Christ, that his sufferings were 
viewed, — not as in any sense the cause why God's grace 
was extended to man, but as the consequence of conflicting^ 
with human prejudice and perverseness, in making that 
grace known. This great change in the views of Univer- 
alists, spread at once over the whole denomination ; and, 
while it gave consistency to their faith, it added an impulse 
to their efforts and their success in its propagation. 

In connection with these advances in the work of restor- 
ing the gospel to its primitive simplicity and purity, was 
another, of vital moment to the moral dignity and virtue 
of man. For many ages, it had unfortunately been the 
belief of all Christendom, that man was inherently, and of 
necessity, wholly depraved ; and, by consequence, utterly 
incapable of " thinking right, or acting well." Than which, 
perhaps, no mere opinion ever had an equal influence in 
paralyzing human virtue. Morality may well languish, 
under the belief that all attempts at its practice must fail ; 
and virtuous aspirations will naturally be suffered to die 
away in the soul, when the endeavor to cherish or act 
upon them, might aggravate the intensity of guilt and 
of punishment. Without pretending to specify the argu- 
ments or proofs, on which tiie advocates of the moral ca- 
pability of man proceeded, we may suppose that two 
great questions must have presented themselves for solu- 
tion : whether the Deity could consistently create and love 
a being, whose whole moral natpre would become, and 
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did become corrupt ; and whether, under any circumstan- 
ces, such a being was worthy of the benevolence of the 
gospel, by which unfortunately he could not be in the least 
benefited, without the intervention of a perpetual miracle ? 
But whatever were the grounds on which they proceeded, 
the result is, that Universalists, as a denomination, believe 
in the natural ability of man to understand his duty, and 
to practise the moral virtues. They maintain, that how- 
ever debased and defiled by sin, there are within him the 
elements of moral greatness ; that he is a creature of God, 
with the divine image still impressed upon his intimate 
nature ; and that, under more favorable circumstances, his 
capability will develope itself in works of purity and peace. 
That it was for these ends that the gospel was sent to 
man, — not to effect a new creation, but to reform the ex- 
isting one, — to give to him instructions concerning his 
destiny, — to influence and win him to obedience, by the 
example of Christ, — to inspire him with just conceptions of 
his worth, — and to fill his soul with lofty aspirations after 
the true and divine good. 

It is believed that the present age is principally indebted 
to Universalists, for another and very important doctrine; 
which, though one of manifest revelation, was obscured 
or lost in the existing creeds of the dominant religious 
sects. It is the doctrine of present rewards and punish- 
ments, under the divine government This is, necessarily, 
one of the most momentous subjects to the interests of 
morality, that was ever brought under consideration. And 
it comes so sustained by Scripture authority and human 
experience, as to commend itself to the faith of the reflect- 
ing Christian of all parties. It is, therefore, extending 
with great rapidity, and working its influences, directly or 
indirectly, where, but a few years since, it was neither re- 
cognized nor known. It is difficult to conceive by what 
mental or moral obliquity, this doctrine was so long over- 
looked, and its practical and experimental evidence so 
long disregarded. The supposition, that the Deity neither 
jrewards men for their virtues, nor punishes them for their 
vices, in this state of existence, is almost a denial of his 
government over the world. At least, it implies that he 
permits its moral afiairs to go on at human discretion, 
without any pretsent encouragement to those who do well, 
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or restjaint upon transgressors* All has been left to the 
uncertain and unavailing influence of futurity ; to the 
power of the hopes and fears which centre and terminate 
there. Few things have tended more to cumber theologi- 
cal science, to involve it in embarrassment, and to render 
it suspicious in the estimation of many reflecting minds, 
than the reference of both virtue and vice to a future world 
for adjudication. The approvings of conscience for vir- 
tues done, and the most pungent guilt for sins committed, 
have been regarded as mere trifles, only felt as the fore- 
shadowings of final destiny. The scriptural assurances 
of mental peace, as the reward of virtue, only so long as 
it was practised, and that sufferings for sin should termi- 
nate on reformation, have been carried forward for appli- 
cation to a world, where it was supposed that changes 
would never be known, and where, if they were possible 
in the creature, they could neither secure nor produce a 
solitary beneficial influence. It is all but self-evident, then, 
that while the doctrine of present judgment, according to 
human works, restores to man the conviction of God's 
government over the world, it directiy tends to render 
Christianity less gloomy and more practical. 

The great question involved by the foregoing is, whether 
all this is progress? Has man been morally enlightened ? 
Has reason been honored and elevated? Has human 
brotherhood become better understood? Has the Bible 
received more consideration, are its precepts more venera- 
ted, its truths more loved ? If so, then there is all neces- 
sary proof of the moral progress of the Christian world. 
• That mankind have, in various ways, become more en- 
lightened, more civilized, is no longer a question ; the 
precise point involved is, whether they are morally and 
religiously enlightened ? Are there undoubted evidences 
of progression, in these respects ? and if so, in what do 
they consist? Changes are neither always, nor necessa- 
rily, the evidences of improvement On the contrary, 
wnatever their immediate or remote benefits, they are gen- 
erally regarded as hurtful, as calculated to unsettie estab- 
lished principles or usages, and to throw men back upon 
some false or exploded position. Of this, the illustrations 
are too numerous and obvious, to need even reference ; 
they will occur to all who have ever thought on the ope- 
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rations of the human mind, or observed the progress of 
human affairs. Neither does the admission of any given 
proposition, certainly establish its truth. If it did, there 
is, perhaps, not a dozen follies or fallacies on record, whose 
truth would not be demonstrated by the general consent of 
mankind. And in no instance, is this more susceptible of 
illustration and proof, than in relation to matters that con- 
cern religion. 

Where, then, are the proofs of moral and religious ad- 
vancement ? — in what do they consist ? Precisely where 
the evidences of every other form of progress are to be 
found ; and in the facts evolved by the mere progress of 
time — in the present condition of man, as compared with 
what it formerly was. The moment we compare the 
moral condition of the world, at the advent of Christ, or 
at the period of the Reformation, or at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century, with what it now is, we are impe- 
ratively convinced of man's moral advancement! That 
for a season — a long season, after the establishment of 
the gospel in the Roman empire, the Christian world was 
thrown back from the simpHcity and purity of its doc- 
trines and morality, is demonstrated by the pervading ig- 
norance and corruption which called for and produced the 
Reformation. And that throughout Christendom, there 
has been an advancement both in knowledge and virtue, 
is proved — not alone by the admission, but by the moral 
facts written out upon the present character of the religious 
world. 

The evidence of human enlightenment is proof of the ele- 
vation of mind — of reason. There can be no real progress 
in the one case without implying the other ; since it is 
mind alone that perceives the wrong which needs correc- 
tion, and discovers the right to be adopted and pursued. 
Thus, if we ask, by what instrumentality the atrocious 
wrongs of the papacy were detected by the Reformers ? the 
answer is — by their reason. By the same means, they 
adopted principles and measures, ultimately calculated to 
secure the attainment of the true and the right. It was by 
the application of reason to the critical investigation of the 
Scriptures, that the doctrines of the moral capability of 
man, of the divine oneness and paternity, and of the final 
holiness and happiness of all mankind, were brought out 
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and established. And it is by the same instramentality 
that many of the most obnoxious views, long cherished 
and held sacred by the great body of Christians, have been 
exploded, as alike unscriptural, absurd, and offensive. 
Revelation and reason are thus co-operating in the im- 
provement of man's moral condition ; npr can they again 
be separated, so long as simple truth is loved, or mind has 
any part in the adoption of principles. We may perhaps 
expect that reason will occasionally run mad — that so we 
may be reminded of our perpetual dependence upon the 
infinite wisdom of God ; and to make us more sensible 
of the riches of that enduring goodness which revealed the 
divine Mind, for the support and guidance of the fallible 
mind of man. 

One of the never-failing proofs of a low and corrupt 
moral state, is the want of fellow feeling, or charity, for 
man. The extremes of ignorance and bigotry are certain 
to meet, and mingle their worst influences in personal and 
national hostility and intolerance. And lamentable as still 
is the want of Christian charity among men, there is, nev- 
ertheless, good reason to believe, that the philanthropy in- 
culcated by the gospel is exerting a far wider and more 
salutary influence than in any former age. But though all 
has not been done that the wise and the good have desired 
and labored to attain, yet something effective has been 
accomplished — ^progress has been made in the acknowl- 
edgment of the great principle of human brotherhood. 
The truth that " God hath made of one blood all nations," 
is recognized and admitted by Christians of all denomina- 
tions. And this admission, so important in its practical 
bearings, is not easily neutralized. Nor has it been done. 
Public charities have been established, and munificently 
endowed, for the relief of the needy, the sick, the insane, 
the widow and the orphan. Provision, has been made, or 
is maldng, in many countries, for the education of the 
masses — light has been poured into the cell of the prisoner 
—the condition of the slave has been mitigated, and the 
spirit of universal emancipation is abroad — and even the 
spirit and practice of war have felt the touch of a human- 
izing power. And when man shall look up from earth to 
heaven — ^when he shall discover that the chain which 
binds his destiny to that of his race, also binds him in filial 
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affinity to his Crod, the impulses of his sympathy will be 
sent abroad over all humanity, and become as benignant 
as the grace that secures and perfects his own redemption. 
But in the pride and progress of intellect, is there any 
advance in the knowledge of, and reverence for, the Scrip- 
tures? Perhaps no other question connected with our 
general subject, is so difficult of solution. For here, as in 
all other things, familiarity prevents the freshness of im- 
pression, and neutralizes the force of appreciation. Still, 
a blessing is none the less real and positive, because en- 
joyed as a matter of course, or because human sensibility 
is not always alive to its full power of impression. It may 
follow, therefore, that the Bible may be better understood 
and better loved, than at any former period ; and yet, that 
some of the most natural and most looked for indications 
of the influence of that knowledge and veneration be ap- 
parently wanting. It is no proper evidence that mankind 
have no just appreciation of the benefits of lig-hl^ that they 
do not express themselves in mere emotion. We rather 
look to their manner of employing it — to the uses which 
they make of it, for proof of their sense of its importance. 
It is in the application of the great principles of divine 
revelation that we should seek, and where we shall proba- 
bly find, the legitimate evidences of progress in biblical 
knowledge, and veneration for revealed truth. 

It will not be questioned, that men, in whose hands the 
Bible has been placed — who enjoy all the helps of exposi- 
tion and elucidation that the most elaborate investigation 
and criticism can furnish — possess a much higher and bet- 
ter knowledge of its contents, than was possible to those 
who only knew that such a book existed. Nor are these 
advantages confined to the learned, the rich, or the power- 
ful. A process of simplification has been so conducted, 
as to bring the most important facts of biblical science 
within the reach and comprehension of nearly all minds. 
The pulpit has directed its mighty energies in part to the 
attainment of the same end ; and altogether, there is an 
amount, particularly of religious information — a diflusion 
of Christian knowledge, which never before existed. 

With the progress of religious or biblical knowledge, the 
love and veneration of the Bible in some measure corres- 
ponds. And this, not alone because that book is perused 
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by more persons, but because it lays the foundation of 
deeper and better principles. There may be less passion- 
ate gratitude for the possession of the sacred treasure — 
there certainly is less superstition respecting its teachings 
.and requirements — and there are proportionally more ra- 
tional views, more established sentiment, more well- 
founded faith, and more triumphant hopes. Need any 
one be told, how precious its simple and beautiful, yet 
sublime truths are, to the heart of tried, and suffering, and 
sorrowing man? The impression made by its influence 
upon the heart, is deeper, holier, and more comforting, than 
was ever exerted- — than ever can be exerted, by the ser- 
vants of the church, upon minds and affections steeped in 
ignorance of divine truth. Its grave and impressive au- 
tiSority, its attested miracles, its divine doctrines, its simple 
morality, its sustaining promises, open a wide field for 
thought, make the Deity known, and instruct man in his 
destiny. And if, among the millions who are every mo- 
ment made wiser, and better, and happier, by the truths of 
divine revelation, we occasionally find an unfortunate un- 
believer, does it follow that therefore the Bible is not 
loved, its truths not venerated? O no ; they constitute but 
a very meagre exception to a general rule, and furnish no 
substantial objection to our position — that progress has 
been made in the knowledge and love of the Scriptures of 
divine truth. 

That the moral influence of the Bible has been most 
eflicacious on man, is proved, by the decidedly superior 
virtue everywhere perceptible where it is best known and 
most read. This fact alone should induce skeptics to 
pause, before they attempt to weaken the faith of others in 
the divine record. Bad as the world is, it is incontrovert- 
ibly better under the light and influence of Christianity, 
than it ever was, or is, where that is wanting. Are they 
prepared to hazard their pretensions to superior morality 
and philanthropy, upon a theory which carries no evi^ 
dence of improving the virtues of society ? Would they 
take away the faith whose influences they admit to be 
TOod, under the pretence that it originated in imposture, 
tor the sorry purpose of substituting what, at best, is of 
doubtful moral tendency ? And are they certain, that the 
moral influences felt by themselves^ are not principally 
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derived from an education in a Christian land, and per- 
petual association with believers in the gospel ? If they 
have not derived their morality from this source, by 
what fortuitous concurrence of circumstances are they 
more virtuous than those beyond the pale of Christian 
knowledge or its influences ? 

But wherein does the evidence of the moral advance- 
ment of man consist ? Without going so far back in the 
history of mankind, as when Jesus rebuked the hypocrisy 
of the Jews, or when Paul reproved the superstitions of 
the Gentiles, it is believed that the evidence may be found. 
What were the great subjects of complaint, before and at 
the period of the Reformation ? The utter licentiousness 
both of the clergy and laity; that truth and decency, 
honor and honesty, were almost wholly disregarded — that 
partisan enmity or envy excited perpetual conflict, and 
personal dislike was only extinguished by blood. The 
enormities perhaps most frequent and flagrant, cannot 
even be named without offence ; and humanity is shocked 
at the brutality of scenes of common occurrence. AD 
this, and immeasurably more to the same effisct, neither 
admits of denial nor contradiction. And without pretend- 
ing that human virtue has attained its maximum, or pre- 
suming that there are no vices still to lament, — it is 
obvious that a reforming power has gone abroad and 
\vrought important changes for the better, in the Christian 
world. * The Catholic Church has greatly improved in its 
moral character ; the Protestant sects have also improved ; 
and the masses in every Christian country have attained 
higher views of the importance of moral virtue, and a 
better observance of its requirements. And the security 
of person and property has advanced in all Christendomj 
more thsm a hundred fold, within the last four centuries. 

And why Ihose^ more particularly ? Shall we be 4old, 
that it is the result of a better civilization ? Be it so, — 
and what has fostered and carried forward that civiliza- 
tion ? There is every reason to believe, that during the 
crusades, and even subsequently, the balance was in favor 
of Oriental civilization. Why was it not retained ? Plain- 
ly because the Reformation brought the great doctrines of 
revelation within the immediate notice of mankind — the 
practice of the moral requirements of the gospel was 

VOL. IV, 6 
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urged, instead of the observance of formal ceremonies ; 
and virtue was made to consist in acts of integrity, justice, 
and beneficence, rather than in deeds of austerity and 
penance performed at the bidding of an ecclesiastic. 
Then, when Christian truth reached the hearts of men, 
and exerted its social and humanizing power over their 
lives, it brought forth, in progression, a better morality and 
a higher civilization. And we add, at the hazard of being 
thought fanciful, that there seems to be an affinity be- 
tween the religious impulses that have moved the mind of 
the Christian world, and the activity and enterprise which 
prevail in the same portions of the globe. It is quite cer- 
tain, that the first momentous subject of intense thought, 
which succeeded the mental stagnation of a thousand 

i rears, was religion — the Christian religion. And as men 
earned to think, and found themselves capable of thought, 
they ventured to look around and abroad, and embrace 
subjects of personal and general concern. Thought is the 
incipient preparation for action; and hence have fol- 
lowed, in succession, the discoveries and improvements 
which have added so much to human comfort, and the 
institutions and attainments that have greatly promoted 
general intelligence, liberty, and happiness. 

As a member of a particular religious community, it 
will perhaps be inferred, that our notions of progress only 
relate to the growth of a party, — to the successful ad- 
vancement of the peculiar doctrines which it maintains. 
And were this assumed, it is believed that, from the nature 
and influences of the doctrine of the restitution, it could 
be satisfactorily shown, that the evidence of its progress 
would be proof of moral and intellectual advancement. 
But this is not intended; our field is wider than the 
limits of any one class or party — it is as ample as the 
Christian world. It is not required, however, that we refer 
to the past, or that we go far abroad, for illustration. Our 
own age and country furnish ample proof of the general 
diflilBion of a spirit of moral improvement, and a disposi- 
tion to criticise and reform the most venerated and firmly 
established creed. And without adverting to particulars, 
it appertains to our subject to remark, that one of the most 
inflexible systems of religion, that ever fastened its hold 
upon the faith or the afiections of man, has undergone 
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important modifications both in Europe and America. 
The doctrine of predestination and election, whose ele- 
ments had slumbered in the Catholic Church for ten cen- 
turies, was stripped of its Romish investments, and in all 
its nakedness made the creed of the Protestant Church of 
Geneva* From some unaccountable cause, this doctrine 
spread with astonishing rapidity, and with a power and 
success that enabled it to give tone to the religion of the 
Protectant world. Its movst prominent merit is its self- 
consistency. But its Deity is neither infinitely good nor 
impartial; and his service is extorted from unwilling 
hearts by infinite and indescribable terrors. Such was Cat 
vinism. But even this rigid system has felt the hand of 
reformation. Its stern and forbidding features have finally 
relaxed into something like complacency under German 
criticism, and resolved themselves into modern Evangel- 
ism ; and both its spirit and its power have passed away 
firom it? ancient seat forever. Its limited grace and irre- 
versible decrees have given place to boundless mercy and 
free-will ; and its charities have gone far abroad beyond its 
ancient landmarks, embracing those which it once repro- 
bated, and offering grace and redemption to souls which, in 
its day of triumph, it had marked for eternal perdition. 

Few American readers, who give much attention to 
what is passing in the religious world, are strangers to the 
name of Prof. M. Stuart, of the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, Massachusetts, — a man of untiring industry and 
patient research. He is not to be suspected of favoring 
the doctrine of the restitution. And yet, the tendency of 
his mind is, beyond all question, to greater liberality than 
comports with the exclusiveness of his denomination, or 
with the intention of the founders of the institution, of 
which he is the most important official. He may not be 
aware of his own progress, or sensible that he is slowly, 
but surely, sapping the foundations of the very system 
which he ostensibly vindicates and maintains. Ho^^ever 
this may be, many of his readers have regarded the nu* 
merous indications of the progress of his mind, with very 
deep interest; and in particular cases, his more ratioi^ 
and practical expositions of portions of the Scriptures, 
have excited unfeigned admiration. As an instance,— 
his <' Hints on Prophecy," though directly and professedly 
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aimed at the extravagant misconceptions and misinterpre- 
tations of a class of modem fanatics, — have placed him 
in a new and singular position, as respects the established 
views of his own party. Throughout his entire book, he 
has gone in the very face of his denomination, and 
brought down the meaning of some important prophecies 
to events which have long since passed, instead of follow- 
ing his predecessors in applying them to future times. 
How can he ndw violate his own principles of exegesis, 
and apply them, as his sect has always done, to the 
affairs of distant future time, or to those of eternity? If 
he is the man that his book would seem to imply, he will 
never do this. It is far more reasonable to suppose, that 
he will continue to face his own orthodoxy, and substan- 
tially maintain his principles. Such a course is quite in 
keeping with his past public life. But whatever may be 
the result, this much is certain — he has done something, 
and done it effectually, towards modifying the views of 
his denomination respecting the import of the particular 
prophecies which he has considered. We will not say 
that the tendency of all this is to greater liberality ; but it 
can scarcely fail to mitigate or remove the apprehensions 
of the credulous, and render the teachings of the prophets 
of more practical avail to his people. 

A recent example of the prevailing spirit of mental in- 
dependence and religious progress, has been furnished in 
Prof. Bush, of the New York University. This learned 
and eminent divine, in a work professedly on the Resurrec- 
tion, embraced the consideration of the more generally re- 
ceived doctrine relating to a general judgment. He found 
that the postponement of the adjudication of human 
affairs, to some unknown and unrevealed period in eterni- 
ty, was attended with several strong objections, if not 
with insuperable difficulties. And with manly fortitude, 
and great candor and ability, he girded himself to the task 
of exposing the perplexities, and of solemnly rejecting the 
views of his denomination respecting the judgment in the 
world to come. 

Whatever may be thought of the views which the Pro- 
fessor labors to establish, it must be conceded, that their 
voluntary publication contains some proof of the triumph 
of conviction over the predilections for a party. And it is 
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something, that every man has not the moral corn-age to 
attempt, — to face the reproach of his friends by throwing 
off the restraints of his sect, and repudiating the very 
opinions which he, himself, once solemnly professed be- 
fore God and man. And though we may find little else 
in his book, to excite admiration, it is still gratifying to 
know, that he honors divine revelation ; and that he applies 
his energies for the purpose of rendering its teachings 
more obvious, and its truths more acceptable to the human 
mind: To rest the defence of his theory upon the Bible 
critically investigated, is to deserve respect, even when 
both his proofs and his arguments fail to convince. But 
if it were admitted, that he had imbibed and maintained 
errors in other matters of opinion, it will by no means 
foUow, that he is either necessarily or certainly wrong re- 
specting the judgment It would rather serve to confirm 
the remark, already repeated, — that men advance slowly, 
and seldom explode more than one palpable error at a 
time. And a wider step could scarcely be taken, than that 
between the established opinion of the Presbyterian 
church, and that of the Professor, respecting the judg- 
ment 

In. reviewing his particular case, we are quite disposed 
to yield him the merit of oHginality^ — not that his views 
of the judgment are by any means entirely or substan- 
tially new. But it seems utterly impossible that he could 
have acquired them at second-hand, and not at the same 
time have learned something 'more. We are, therefore, 
left to contemplate him, as a conscientious man struggling 
with the burden of his creed, and casting off a portion 
which had become insupportable, in the hope oi being 
able to carry the remainder with greater ease. In this 
again, he has acted upon the general principle of human 
progress, and yielded nothing that prejudice or conscience 
would allow him to retain. But thus far, he appears to 
have gone firmly ; and to his conclusions, more or less 
modified, his denomination is destined to follow. Nor 
will his subsequent mystifications avert, though they may 
delay, that event The most absurd fancies, as well as 
the grossest errors, may attach to a general system which 
comprises much of truth; and whatever becomes of the 
errors, the truth will stand forever. 

6* 
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There is one important feature in the moral and intel- 
lectual position of the present age, that merits our earnest 
and most profound consideration. It is the tendency to 
the practical application of principles, and to the rejection 
of all those not decidedly benevolent. A religion that 
does not make men better — that does not cherish and pro- 
mote the kindlier affections, may be tolerated, but cannot 
long prosper, for it cannot be loved. It is no longer 
enough that men profess religion, and that its externals 
are decorously and punctiliously observed. The world 
demands something more, and insists that the profession 
of Christianity is, or ought to be, the pledge, not only of a 
decent, but of an elevated morality. There is a careful 
scrutiny into the principles of professors, as well as a vigi- 
lant observation of their conduct And by the very unan- 
imous consent of all parties, some of the dogmas that were 
once prevalent, but always revolting, have been expunged 
from the profession, if not from the creed, of most Chris- 
tians. To give the catalogue of particulars which have 
passed, or are passing away, would only be an enumera- 
tion of monstrosities, that few can fail to recognize. But 
the impressive and instructive fact, developed by this gen- 
eral movement, is — that in every instance, the rejected 
dogmas have been succeeded by more benignant doctrines. 
The very soul of the nominal Christian world has been 
humanized, its formal deadness has felt the quickening 
power of moral life, and its exclusiveness is giving place 
to an expansive and ever-growing charity. 

One of the most prominent and interesting indications 
of progress in benevolent principles, is found in the melio- 
ration of the laws. These bear all the marks of a growing 
and diffusive humanity. And for some time past, such 
has been the rapidity of advancement in this respect, that 
we look in vain for its parallel in human history. One 
after another, the cold and remorseless statutes, that crushed 
their victims to the earth with an iron hand, have been 
modified or become obsolete ; and man, though guilty and 
fallen, is beginning to be regarded as one who still has 
rights, over which power itself has no legitimate control. 
Criminal jurisprudence is directed rather to devising 
means and measures for the prevention of crime, than to 
the specification of the nature and amount of punishment 
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And by almost unanimous consent it is agreed, that the 
best moral results are obtained by the certain infliction of 
even light correction, instead of the more severe and 
relentless modes of punishment The felon, though re- 
strained for the safety of society, is no longer treated as if 
the sole object was to produce in him the constant feeling 
of misery. The public heart softens towards even of- 
fenders, its sympathies are becoming deeper and broader ; 
and while light has been let into the dungeon, words of 
kindness have been 'spoken to the criminal. The sacred- 
ness of human life has become the theme of philanthropists, 
and its inviolability has already occupied the most pro- 
found regard, both of legislators and their constituents. 
And, if we may argue of the future from the past and the 
present, the time is not far distant when the death-penalty 
will be expunged from the statute books of every Christian 
nation. 

The great fact developed and sustained by the preced- 
ing illustrations, is — that there has been a perpetual and 
irrepressible mental effort, for the attainment of better and 
higher moral light — for a more benevolent and more prac- 
tical Christianity. In all the instances given, and they 
might be multiplied to any extent, we witness the constant 
aspiration of the wise and the good, after the right and the 
true. It may be that the progress has been slow, that long 
years have interposed their duration before a single step 
was attained ; and that even then little was apparently ac- 
complished. Still, sa much was gained which the circum- 
stances demanded — so much was done that was essen- 
tial to further advancement. It is the result evolved by 
time, which gives consequence to a measure or a move- 
ment, that otherwise might appear unimportant 

It would have struck the mind of Luther with amaze- 
ment and horror, could he have foreseen that his principles 
or his labors would have had the remotest tendency to in- 
duce the rejection of any one of the doctrines which he 
maintained. And yet, all unconscious as he was, nothing 
is more certain than that the great principle assumed by 
him and his coadjutors — that every man possesses the 
right of private judgment in matters of religion — has 
merely been maintained and acted upon in every innova- 
tion made or attempted in the religious world, from that 
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day to the present. Time, then, constitutes the true test of 
the importance of a moral movement ; and a few cen- 
turies have abundantly proved, that the aspirations of an 
obscure monk have sent abroad over Christendom the ele- 
ments of an ever growing moral power — of perpetual 
moral progression. 

If our position is correct, that men have advanced slowly 
in the great matters of Christian simplicity and moral ele- 
vation — that their progress has been piecemeal, and by 
successive and isolated efforts — then it follows, that the 
high moral and Christian privileges which distinguish the 
present age, are the results of the mental struggles, and 
toil, and self-sacrifice of many great minds and devoted 
men through a succession of ages. There are probably 
few among the many who have attempted any thing wor- 
thy of adoption, to whom we do not owe something. Their 
thoughts, their conclusions, have become ours — and, how- 
ever unconsciously, we have become their debtors. And, 
what is to us a source of proud congratulation may have 
cost the deepest anxiety, or protracted sufferings, or violent 
death. Thus it is, that " other men labored, and we have 
entered into their labors." It is not intended, that if those 
men had not lived and acted, the world would have re- 
mained stationary. Far from this. There is good reason 
to believe that the times would have produced such men 
as Wicldiffe and Luther, had they never existed. How- 
ever this may be, successive advances have been made, 
until progress has become the order of the day — reason is 
taking its place, and exercising its rights and its influence, 
and Christianity is becoming what it originally was — 
worthy of is divine Author, and purifying and comforting 
to man. Our work is not yet accomplished. There is 
still something to be done, and something for us to do. 
Each one of us has a sphere of duty and of labor, the 
influence of which cannot be foreseen. We should aim 
at progression — at the improvement of our own souls in 
knowledge and virtue, and the elevation and happiness of 
our race. But in our endeavors to advance, we should 
be careful not to fall back upon the gloomy errors of the 
past, nor sacrifice the fundamental principles ,of truth by 
the adoption of captious and equivocal refinements. Faith 
should not be evaporated in speculation, nor the consola- 
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tions of a well-grounded hope dissipated by the fallacious 
insinuations of a misnamed philosophy. Let not the light 
of divine truth be obscured by the mystifications of bye- 
gone days, nor its sublime morality cancelled by a gor- 
geous and useless ceremonial. Let not reason be hood- 
winked or prostrated under pretence of submission to 
divine authority ; nor elevated above revelation to hide the 
shame of infidelity. Let mind have its place, as the dis- 
tinction and glory of man — as what alone made him the 
object of the divine communications, and by which alone 
he is capable of appreciating their nature and importance. 
Let it be what God designed it should be — the instrument 
by which revelation becomes available in imparting a just 
and true knowledge of our Father in heaven, of his be- 
neficent purposes, and of the means which secure and 
promote the present and continued happiness of the hu- 
man race. ..^x^.^ ^ X''i«» s. 
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It is our desire to define in this article, as fully as our 
limits will allow, and as clearly as the nature of the sub- 
ject and our own ability will permit, the views of Plato 
upon immortality, with particular reference tp his doctrine 
concerning the condition of the soul in its disembodied 
state. It would seem to be an important acquisition to 
our knowledge, if we could understand thoroughly the 
faith, and appreciate the hopes, of a mind like that of the 
first among Greek philosophers, — a mind which had at- 
tained probably the perfection of heathen culture, and 
whose intellectual development may be assumed, there- 
fore, to be the goal and limit of uninspired ihoughti But 

1 The materials for the present article are mostly drawn from 
Cousin's French Translation of Plato's Dialogues, in thirteen volumes, 
Paris edition ; and the references, accordingly, are made to that work, 
as the best modem version of the Greek philosopher, and probably the 
easiest of access to those who are unacquainted with the original. 
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the difficulties are proportioned to the interest of the task. 
We are not acquainted with any exhaustive examination 
of the question, and the conflicting results of commenta- 
tors only perplex the mind, giving us no assurance and 
little valuable aid. Besides, few subjects offer more per- 
plexities to criticism, than a complete analysis of the Pla- 
tonic writings for the purpose of unfolding a clear, dog- 
matic, symmetrical result It is exceedingly difficult 
even to give, in modem terms, an accurate statement of 
the leading points of Platonism ; and probably the variety 
of opinions, inconsistent and even contradictory, which 
learned men have evolved from the words of Plalo, can 
only find a parallel in the variety of creeds and doctrines, 
which equally learned and honest critics have unfolded 
firom the Scriptures. According to his commentators, 
Plato becomes a Kantian or an Eclectic, a Gnostic or a 
Swedenborgian. His works form a sort of philosophical 
kaleidoscope : turned by one man, Plato appears a modern 
Orthodox ; shifted again, he is a modern Transcendeiital- 
ist. Cold-blooded men, like Mr. Norton, find nonsense in 
a ^alogue where warm-hearted, poetic spirits, like the 
German Ackerman, detect delicate filaments of the Chris- 
tian faith ; so that it depends very much on the position 
and relations of the reviewer, whether we get a dissertation 
on Plato the skeptic, or Plato the polytheist, or Plato the 
Christian, or Plato the fool. Even the theory of ideas, 
which lay at the base of his speculative system, which is 
at once the corner and key-stone of his philosophy, has 
had almost as many interpretations as interpreters, and 
remains, to-day, an unexhausted subject for criticism and 
dispute. It must be an amusing task for the spirit of 
Plato to observe the various judgments of diffi^rent 
thinkers ; to see his system, as it passes through different 
minds, receiving from each a subjective hue and form ; 
to range side by side the motley group of Platonisms 
which the ages have produced, from the dissertations of 
the Alexandrian school, who found a mystic sense in 
every name, and a subtile meaning in the number of 
interlocutors, to Sewell,' who detects in the Republic a 

9 Sewell's Introduction to the Dialogues of Plato ; a powerfully written, 
and v^ amusing book. 
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dim instinct or nisus as it were of the Church of England, 
and Mr. Tayler Le>yis,' who grieves that amid so much 
gospel doctrine of vindictive punishment and eternal woe, 
he can find " nothing of that great atonement which forms 
the basis of the Christian scheme." 

The cause of this diversity certainly cannot be attributed 
to any lack of precision in Plato's terms ; for his diction is 
clear and pure, a transparent medium of thought. The 
English critic, alluded to above, finding a similar obscurity 
in the Scriptures, takes occasion to hint, as a solution, that 
Plato possibly is inspired. If we are not disposed to 
acquiese in this opinion, we may find a more probable 
explanation in the nature and design of Plato's works. 
Perhaps it is needless lo inform our readers that no defi- 
nite, dogmatic statement of his philosophy was ever given 
firom Plato's pen. His writings are isolated, and form no 
organic developed whole. They consist chiefly of dia- 
logues upon various topics oi morality and religion, 
through the most of which, Socrates is introduced as the 
central figure, for the purpose of controverting the opinions 
of others ; himself examining and refuting propositions by 
the use of a rigorous analysis and dialectical skiU, but 
rarely proposing positive opinions of his own, or leaving 
a definite impression upon the reader's mind. Plato never 
speaks in his own person, or with a purely didactic aim. 
He loved the dialogistic method ; he was the greatest 
artist in composition, probably, that ever lived ; and this 
form oifered a wider scope and less restraint to the range of 
his taste and powers. When we consider, therefore, that 
his dialogues amount to more than thirty ; that many of 
them were written seemingly for no other end, than a 
display of logical acuteness or artistic skill ; that, through 
their dramatis personee, they embody the opinions of al- 
most every prior and contemporary school ; that some may 
be intended to represent scenes from the History of 
Socrates, and develope opinions which Plato did not 
endorse ; and that they were composed at widely different 
periods of life, some running back probably to his early 
youth, and others employing his dying moments in their 

3 Plato against the Atheists, or the Tenth Book of the Laws, with 
notes, &c^ by Tayler Lewis, LX. D^ the last classical development of 
orthodoxy. 
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revision ; we may well suppose that it is a task of no 
ordinary difficulty to condense and arrange his views into 
a consistent body of didactic statements and opinions, 
nicely balanced and scientifically evolved. 

Besides, at the very outset of our researches into the real 
nature of Plato's views, we are met and staggered by the 
question, — have we any trusty sources from which to draw 
his secret doctrines ? are his published writings authentic 
records of his honest thought? has he imparted in his 
dialogues, without reservation, the essence of his views as 
they existed in his own mind, or as they were delivered to 
his pupils in the retirement and confidence of the school ? 
This is a point which demands more space for a thorough 
discussion than we can afford for our whole subject ; but, 
as it is an essential condition to critical success in any de- 
partment of his system, we must give a few words to it by 
way of introduction. 

From the circumstances of the time, from a few passages 
of Plato himself, and from the spirit and structure of many 
of his works, we are convinced that while the great body 
of the dialogues indicate, hint, and suggest the elements 
of his philosophy, in no one of them, nor in all of them, 
can we find an entirely unreserved and honest expression 
of his views. He lived among a people who certainly 
had not shown a great attachment to innovations on the 
popular creed. Anaxagoras had been banished, and 
Socrates condemned, for the purity of their speculations, 
and the long established feud between philosophy and 

J)aganism had not sufficiently subsided, to render it safe 
or any man to evince extraordinary boldness in the 
domain of morals. A wise prudence was the better rule 
of war ; and Plato had every warning, in the fate of his 
predecessors, to deter him at least from a rashness which 
would have proved fatal to success. The long life and 
quiet death of the philosopher would seem themselves to 
indicate that he used some policy in his public dealing 
with the popular faith of the time. Moreover, we find in 
some of his works expressions which, if rigidly interpreted, 
forbid us to expect any thorough exposition of his philos- 
ophy in written disquisitions. In the Phsedrus, for in- 
stance, Socrates makes a decided and somewhat lengthy 
attack upon writing, as a medium for imparting clear and 
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solid knowledge. He labors to show- that severe dialecti- 
cal discourse is the only method of instruction. Written 
statements can be moulded into any form according to the 
readers' mind ; they know not with whom to speak or with 
whom they should maintain silence ; unjustly attacked, or 
misunderstood, they cannot answer, but, like a weak child, 
constantly need their father's aid ; and therefore the best 
written compositions are useful merely to awaken remin- 
iscence in the minds of those who know already the sub- 
jects of which they treat* The letters of Plato, of which 
thirteen are left, would seem to be explicit on this point 
In the second and seventh he expressly declares that the 
deepest science cannot be taught in words ; that after a 
pure life of meditation it bursts forth like a spark, like 
gold becoming pure only after long years and toil, and 
that every man seriously occupied with things so serious, 
should restrain himself from treating them fully in writings 
intended for the public* He confesses that his writings 
are not without merit, but declares that they do not contain 
that deep and pure science which conversation and reflec- 
tion can alone bestow. It is proper to state that the gen- 
uineness of these letters has been questioned and severely 
tested by many modern critics. The whole evidence of 
antiquity, however, is in their favor, and they have been 
rejected mainly on account of those passages that speak of 
an esoteric wisdom which the dialogues do not convey.® 

4 VoL vi. pp. 123, 124. 

5 Vol. xiii. Letter 2, p. 61. Letter 7, pp. 9Q, 100. 

6 Cicero quotes from the 5th and 7th Letters, and in the Tusculan Ques- 
tions remarks, " Est prceclara epistola Platonis ad Dionis propinquos ; " 
also, Ad Atticiim; I. xiii. mentions that a certain Hermodorus was accus- 
tomed to publish the books of Plato. (See Tennemann's Lehren der 
Sokratiker tiber Unsterblichkeit, page 22, note.) Plutarch uses the 7th 
Letter very freely in his life of Dion, quotes twice fi^m the 4th and 
mentions the 13th. (See Langhome's Translation of Plutarch, vol. vii., 
Life of Dion, pp. 144, 147, 149, and throughout) Cousin boldly rejects 
the Letters, al^ough he includes them in his translation of the Dialogues. 
As in many other cases of critical difficulty, however, he cuts the knot 
without uiioosing it, settling the question by a bold French generaliza- 
tion, an Eclectic leap. He calls them " more affected than profound," 
" superficially Alexandrine," &.c. (See Cousin's Plato, vt)l. xiii., note on 
page 229.) Boeckh regards the 7th alone as genuine, which is the most 
important as connected with our question. 

VOL. IV. 7 
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If we take these declarations of Plato in the sense which 
probably they require, namely, that no one of his works 
contains a full and exhaustive treatment of his system, and 
that in them are many accommodations to popular preju- 
dice and superstition, they are certainly sustained by the 
evidence of the dialogues themselves. Most of these are 
plainly intended to be guides and aids in the acquirement 
of precise thinking, and the attainment of the dialectic 
method of philosophy. They are admirable as hints and 
suggestions of truth which they do not state. They shine 
with what Heraclitus would call a humid light. We can 
account for and explain their artful obscurity only by 
keeping in view the Academy where they were more 
clearly unfolded, or the severity of whose lessons they 
were perhaps intended to recall. In different dialogues, 
opinions entirely contradictory are unfolded with seem- 
ingly eqaal honesty. He spealis at times, too, of the 
popular worship in terms of great respect, although the 
whole was the antipodes of his own belief. Often we are 
led through the most intricate avenues of metaphysics in 
chase of a sophism, and frequently, after tiresome discus- 
sions, and when the light seems ready to break upon our 
vision, the curtain falls and the discussion ends. The 
most important dialogues close with gorgeous myths 
drawn either from tradition or the sources of his own 
rich mind, and through these, as through a highly colored 
transparency, he throws his light upon the imagination of 
the reader, impressing by symbols upon the fancy what he 
refused to do by words upon the reason. And no reader, 
even now, can study his works without confessing with 
Ast, that " the peculiarity of Plato's compositions is that he 
has no peculiarity," that they are valuable chiefly as exer- 
cises in mental gymnastics, to train the mind to habits of 
patient thought, hinting truths which they will not tell, 
leading us up ideal heights and refusing at last to be our 
ffuide, but pointing the way to higher progress, making us 
feel indeed that the Platonism which they teach is inferior 
to the Platonism which they inspire. 

Taking this view of the Platonic books, the only one, 
we believe, capable of explaining them, it is evident that 
mere verbal or textual criticism cannot succeed as a 
method of interpretation. It finds itself confused at once 
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with a thousand embarassmentsJ The clue to the Cretan 
labyrinth, or the solution of the Sphinx's riddle, were easy 
in comparison. The only proper and successful metliod 
is a free, liberal treatment, with a single eye to Plato's 
method and the general spirit of each piece. Like a tan- 
gled skein they yield easily to loose and patient handling, 
but if forced or strained at all, become knotted into an in- 
extricable mass. 

Especially must we bring this liberal and patient spirit 
to an examination of Plato's views of the future state. 
For it is over questions connected with the nature and des- 
tiny of the soul that the greatest obscurity is thrown. We 
might readily suspect it would be so. Upon these points he 
was brought immediately in contact with tlie popular relig- 
ion, and there was great temptation to a guarded and in- 
complete publication of his opinions. Besides, Plato had a 
highly poetic mind. He had determined in early youth, 
previous to meeting Socrates, to devote himself to poetry ; 
and throughout his works we discover a marked relish for 
allegories and myths, to which he always turned with 
eagerness, not only as a relief from the dryness of abstract 
discussion, but as a medium through which to hint ideas 
which reason could not grasp. Nothing was better fitted 
to feed this poetic turn than speculations upon the condi- 
tion and fate of the dead. It was a question removed be- 
yond the boundaries of science; revelation had not dis- 
pelled the gloom and mystery which lay around the future 
world ; it offered, therefore, a fit field for the revels of a 
highly imaginative and spiritual mind. The mythology of 
his country and of the East, too, was rich in fables illus- 
trative of the future destiny of souls ; and therefore policy, 
together with the severe temper of his scientific method, 
compelled him to adopt that allegorical and legendary 
dress for his speculations, which his poetic genius so 
dearly loved to weave. The Platonic myths and stories 
are often contradictory with each other, embracing mate- 
rials which it is impossible to harmonize by verbal criti- 

7 An amusing instance of the beauties of this method may be seen in 
Mr. Norton's expositions of Plato, scattered throughout vol. iii. of his 
" Genuineness of the Gospels." The final cause of the spirit that wrote 
the preface to the ^ Statement of Reasons " certainly was not to be the 
expounder of the Greek Transceaidalist 
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cism, and thus our only method is a poetic abandonment 
of mind to the influence of the pictures, rather than a mi- 
croscopic analysis of words. No two writers whom we 
have ever consulted agree in their abstract of Plato's views 
of immortality ; scarcely can one be found who is entirely 
consistent with himself. The trouble has generally arisen 
from a false or too rash method of interpretation. It is a 
hopeless task, to extort the meaning of poetry by logic. 
" Spiritual things are spiritually discerned." 

In passing, then, to a direct consideration of his views 
concerning the soul and its destiny, we must remark that 
the writings of Plato form an epoch in ancient philosophy. 
Socrates impressed a new tendency on ' speculation. He 
brought into use the psychological method. Before his 
time the philosophy of Greece was conversant with little 
else than physical inquiries, explanations of the origin of 
the universe. It was entirely ontological. Specrdation 
seems to have been lawless, busying itself with the myste- 
ries connected with the genesis of things, unrestrained and 
undirected by any rules of scientific thought. Philosophers 
were mostly physicists ; no base had been laid for a moral 
system ; science was dissipated into theories and hypoth- 
eses, based, however, on no facts, at the mercy of the next 
thinker, and held together only by the speculative inge- 
nuity of the author's brain. Socrates swept it all away. 
He saw that it was aimless, profitless and barren. He 
brought back philosophy to its true starting-point, — the 
human soul. His motto, his method, the Alpha and 
Omega of his system was — " Know thyself." He made 
psychology the portal to the temple of science, and thus 
gave to speculation a moral aim. Socrates left no works. 
His greatest legacy to the world was Plato's mind. The 
scholar was thoroughly imbued with the master's method, 
and in his works for the first time do we find the true 
canons of philosophy observed, and a rigorous moral sys- 
tem raised upon the results of psychological analysis, and 
induction from the facts of consciousness and experience. 

At first sight, we are struck with the spiritual character 
of Plato's system. He has no compromise, no sympathy 
with materialistic views. With him man was a living 
soul, the body merely an organ, instrument and slave. 
The natural order of things, reversed in most of the school? 
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of Grecian speculation, was restored by him. Spiritual 
interests in his philosophy are always supreme. So far 
from the spirit being dependent on material organization, 
it existed before the body, sustains the body, and is in its 
very essence immortal, indestructible. That Plato held to 
the prior existence of the spirit, no student of his philosphy 
can doubt It is a fundamental point of his moral system. 
But when we go beyond this fact, and seek to define his 
view of its former state, and the manner of its passage 
into an earthly form, we are embarassed by a crowd of 
contradictory statements entirely insoluble. " To know 
the «oul in itself," said he, " requires a divine wisdom, and 
dissertations without end." Plato seems clearly to have 
understood and recognized the boundary line between 
science and speculation. His mind was poetic but not 
mystic. Strange as it may seem, we see proof of this in 
his treatment of the question of pre-existence ; and it is 
on this ground alone, we believe, that the contradictions, 
so perplexing to most commentators, can be explained. In 
establishing the fact of pre-existence and the superiority of 
the soul, his method is scientific. He draws his argument 
from the facts of our mental experience and the laws of 
bodily organization. The sources of this proof are found 
in the Pheedon and the Meno. By an examination of the 
principal ideas of the mind, such as the true,^ the good, the 
beautiful, equality, &c., Plato discovered that their charac- 
teristics are such as to forbid the supposition of sensual 
origin. They cannot be traced to sensible impressions ; 
they are beyond the reach of our bodily organs. The 
sight of material things awakens them immediately in the 
mind ; and therefore, since their origin is not in this state 
of existence, they come into consciousness by reminis- 
cence, and must have been acquired in some former state, 
and brought with us here as part of our mental furniture.® 
The ideas of science and duty also, both demanding free- 

8 Vol. i., Phffidon, pp. 219-231. VoL vi. Meno, pp. 174-191. In study- 
ing the genesis and comparative anatomy of philosophical schools, rela- 
tionships and affinities quite; unsuspected may be brought to light Thus 
it was the existence in the mind of certain and super-sensuous knowledge 
which led Plato into his theory of reminiscence and ideal realism, Kant 
into his discovery of the categories of pure reason, and his system of sub- 
jective skepticism^ and Cousin mto the doctrine o^ impersonal reason, and the 
possibility of arriving at absolute, ontological science. 

7* 
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dom of the spirit from the ties of sense and matter, imply 
the independence of the soul, and hence its priority.® The 
evils of life, moreover, spring from too intimate union of 
the soul with flesh, and moral order is attained only as the 
soul acquires and feels its native superiority to earthly 
bonds. *^ The soul also is the principle and source of mo- 
tion, and therefore prior to material organization, which is 
merely the channel and instrument of motion. The body 
dissolves at death ; but dissolution is possible only with 
the composite. The soul is formless, substantive and 
simple, hence indissoluble and superior to all organiza- 
tion.^^ Neither can it be the harmony of the body, a 
result of the arrangement of its forces, dependent on matter 
like the music of a lyre upon strings. A harmony has no 
substantive essence ; it exists only in the conditioning ele- 
ments ; — while the soul is conscious of substantive exist- 
ence, can distinguish and separate itself from bodily ele- 
ments and make war upon them.^* Hence it is a prior 
individual unity. 

All these arguments are based on psychology. The 
logic is wretched, but the method true. The fact of pre- 
existence, then, we believe to be a firmly established ele- 
ment of Platonism.*^ But beyond this mere fact, to the 

« VoL L, PhiBdon, pp. 200, 205. 
i« Ibid. 209, 210. 
" Ibid. 283-900. 
» Ibid. 263-271. 

13 Coleridge, (Biog. Lit ch. xxiL,) in a note to Wordaworth's beautiflil 
**Ode cm Inmiortality,'' referring to the doctrine of pre-existence hinted 
there, remarks, that a competent reader, ^ will be as little disposed to 
charge Mr. Wordsworth with believing the Platonic pre-existence in the 
ordinary interpretation of the words, as I am to believe that Plato him- 
§elf ever meant or taught it" If this refers to the mythic description of 
the soul's foimer condition, the remark is just; if applied, however, to 
the fact of the priority of spirit to bodily forms, the skepticism is too 
Bweeping and indiscriminate. 

Tennemann, (System der Platonischen Philosophie, vol. iii, p. 109,) 
makes a distinction between the h/patheUcal and mythical in Platonism, 
which, he says, must not be overlooked. Thus, '* when Plato admite 
the pre-existence of the soul on account of supernsensuous knowled^, 
it is an hypothesis ; when, however, he seeks to represent the condition 
of pre-existing souls, their dwelling in the stars, and their travels 
through various bodily f<»ms, it is a myth." This hypothetical hypothe- 
ns, does not, we think, explain all the aUusioDB to pre-exifiteiice in 
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manner of pre-existence, and the worldly origin of souls, 
induction could not reach; and then Plato designedly 
abandons himself to speculation and hypothesis, sporting 
fieely in a poetic element, careless, of course, about the 
consistency and harmony of his fanciful plays. Accord- 
in^y, in the gorgeous imagery of the Pheedrus, he shows 
us the cars of the original souls, moving in the train of the 
Deity, and borne around the heaven in contemplation of 
ideas. In the Timseus we see the elements of human souls, 
at the command of Deity, mixed by demi-gods from the 
remnant of the first creations, and scattered upon the stars, 
where they first become acquainted with ideas ; while, in 
the Philebus, the souls are emanations from the great 
world-soul, the first creation of the Almighty.^* Plato 
founds, however, no important doctrine on the tenet of 
pre-existence, and in all the poetic passages as to the cir- 
cumstances of the soul's former state, he warns the reader 
against receiving them as truths or as anything more than 
fanciful guesses and badinage.** Holding fast to the idea 
of pre-existence, as a fact of his philosophy, a wise criti- 
cismj instead of trying to reconcile the irreconcileable, 
will transfer the details of the soul's former state, from the 
resion of scientific to that of poetic Platonism. 

Passing from a consideration of the nature, to the dura- 
tion, of the soul, we may say, that Plato undoubtedly had 
firm and constant faith in immortality. It was with him, 
not merely a matter of speculation, but of science. The 
same arguments which decided his faith in a pre-existent 
state, were conclusive in favor of the soul's independence 
and enduring life. We read him with perfect confidence. 
There is no hesitation, no wavering, no insecurity of faith 
betrayed in any of his dialogues, where mention is made 
of immortality. The idea is involved and connected by 
numberless nerves and fibres, with the whole scientific 
structure of his philosophy. For aught in his writings to 
the contrary, it was as much a matter of certainty, as his 

Plato, so well as our own theory, that the fad is scientific, the detcdU 
mythical. 

1^ We have made no allusion to the Tenth Book of the Laws, be- 
cause there, evidently, the passages on pre-existence refer to the gen- 
eral (Mriority of mind to matter, and not to individual pre-existence. 

1^ YoL vi^ Phedms, p. 96; vol zii.,Timcus, pp. 116, 203. 



84 Plak?s Views of ItnmortalUy. [Jan. 

belief in God, or his confidence in present existence. To 
him belongs the honor of first placing the idea of immor- 
tality on a rational basis ; to him alone, throughout the 
ranks of ancient philosophers, is due the praise of holding 
to it firmly, as the only solution to the mysteries of our 
moral nature, and the ever present sanction of the moral 
law. It is a difficult and quite unwelcome task to proceed 
to a critical analysis of his views, concerning the future 
condition and destiny of the soul. Could we collect and 
arrange the passages that refer to the subject, which 
would be the proper method for the treatment of most 
authors, and thus present the tenor of his views in his 
own language, we might hope for some success, notwith- 
standing the mass of materials it would be necessary to 
sift. But this is impossible. There is no outward unity 
or consistency in his statements. It would be compara- 
tively easy to work the vast Platonic mine, and disclose to 
general view its rich veins of moral speculation, if they 
ran in any order. But a strange caprice governs their de- 
velopment. They break off so suddenly, and branch out 
in so many directions, and with such lawless irregularity, 
that there seems to be no possibility of tracing unity or 
plan. The impressions left upon the reader's mind, by a 
first and hasty reading of Plato's various passages on 
future life, are extremely confused and chaotic. Not only 
are we perplexed by diffierent treatments and develop- • 
ments of one fundamental conception, as in the case of 

{)re-existence, but different and entirely hostile modes of 
iiture life, are posited with equal freedom and seeming 
indiffierence. In attempting a solution, we must bear in 
mind, that it is this part of his philosophy, probably, 
which Plato treated with the greatest artistic liberty in his 
writings, reserving a clear and consistent development for 
the retirement of his school. Although the same distinc- 
tion between the scientific and poetic, to which we referred 
in the remarks on pre-existence, may be equally applica- 
ble here, still there are many inconsistences and trouble- 
some questions concerning Plato's corlception of the 
soul's final destiny, which, we think, a patient examina- 
tion can reconcile and solve. At any rate, we are confident 
that it is possible to establish a negative, to show what he 
did not believe, and thus to rescue his system firom being 
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implicated with doctrines sometimes imputed to it, but for 
which it is not at all responsible. 

The first difficulty that presses on us, relates to the tenet 
of metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls. From 
many passages in his works, it would seem, that he held 
to this theory as the mode and form of eternal existence. 
The dialogues which contain allusions to, or statements 
of, the doctrine of transmigration, are the Phaedrus, Meno, 
TimaBus, Phsedon, the Tenth Book of the Republic, and 
the Tenth Book of the I^aws. In the Phsedon, which 
contains the last conversation of Socrates with his friends 
just prior to his decease, and where the subject is, the 
soul and its destiny, we find it alluded to in the following 
manner. After having argued for the independent nature 
of the soul, from conscience, the idea of science, &c., 
Socrates, in passing to speak of its eternal duration, com- 
mences^® by referring to "the very ancient opinion, that 
souls in quitting this world go to the unseen state, and 
thence again come back to life after the passage of death." 
This gives rise to a discussion upon the law of contra- 
ries; all things spring from their opposites, as the colder 
firom the warmer, smaller from greater, quicker from 
slower, night from day, &c. This ceaseless flow and 
change is the law of nature. Things are continually re- 
turning into, and reissuing from, their opposites. Circulus 
arterni motus. Existence is an active circle, whose ex- 
tremities perpetually return upon themselves, and thus, in 
order to maintain the stability of this universal order^ 
death also must give place to life, birth must be the com- 
pensating opposite to dissolution, else all being would 
finally become stagnant and dead.*^ The natural comple- 
ment and climax of this argument, of course, should be, 
that the number of souls is limited, that the series of 
earthly lives is continually refreshed by the spirits of the 
departed, and that natural birth in this world is the imme- 
diate return of the spirit to existence. But Socrates, as if 
conscious of the tendency of this theory, and recoiling 
from its logical results, artfully breaks the discussion, and 
passes immediately to the argument for the soul's inde- 
pendence from reminiscence, and after settling that, rc- 

16 VoL i., Ptodon, p. 2ia 17 ibid. p. 2ia 
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sumes'® the consideration of its future condition. But 
here the demands of his rigid law of contraries are for- 
gotten. The theory of metempsychosis has itself experi- 
enced a metamorphosis from a scientific necessity as 
before, to a moral condition of punishment. " The soul, 
which is immaterial, goes to an abode like itself, pure, 
excellent, and immaterial. If it pass pure, without drag- 
ging with it anything corporeal, it returns to the divine, 
immortal, and wise, and there is happy, delivered from 
error, folly, fears, dissolute love, and all other human 
evils ; as they say of the initiated, it passes, truly, eternity 
with the Gods. But if souls withdraw from the body 
corrupted and impure, loaded with the bonds of the ma- 
terial envelope, they fall, and, dragged anew towards the 
visible world by terror of the immaterial, and of that 
world without Ught which is called hell, go wandering, 
as they say^ among monuments and tombs as a punish- 
ment for their first wicked life, until the natural appetite 
of the corporeal mass which follows them, leads them 
back into a body, and then they re-enter, probably, into the 
same habits which made the occupation of their first 
existence." ^^ Those who were abandoned to intemper- 
ance and sensual excess go into the bodies of asses and 
like animals ; those who loved injustice and tyranny, into 
wolves and hawks ; peaceable, mild souls, undisciplined 
by philosophy, pass into social and peaceful animals, as 
bees, wasps and ants, or perhaps return to human bodies 
and form good men. But to attain the rank of the Gods 
is permitted only to the philosopher. 

A careless reader, unacquainted with Plato's method, 
and the license of his art, would at once conclude from the 
above cited passage, probably, that the tenet of metem- 
psychosis formed an element of his creed. In fact, we 
have given the most perplexing passage first. Generally 
his allusions to transmigration are veiled in mythic dress, 
and form a rich embroidery, an ornamental fringe to his 
abstruser speculations, while here they seem to shoot like 
a golden thread across his logic. A thorough study of his 
works, however, is fatal to the theory. Not only, as in the 
very instance of the discussion in the Phaedon, does he 

18 Phaedon, p. 239. 19 Vol L, Ibid, subatance of, pp. 239-243. 
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artfully elude an implication of his argument with the nat- 
ural consequences of transmigration, but he is so entirely 
inconsistent with himself in his different modes of repre- 
senting it, as to force upon us the conclusion that he used 
it for an artistic embellishment, borrowed from his favorite, 
Pythagoras, and as a convenient vehicle through which to 
impress upon the imagination the moral results of sin. A 
careful examination and comparison of the passages where 
the theory is introduced, we are confident, will substan- 
tiate our position. In the PhaBdon, as we have seen, no 
notice is taken and no solution offered of the question — 
how the souls are united at birth or re-united at death with 
an earthly form. In the Phsedrus, the most poetic and 
unscientific, as well as one of the most gorgeous and fas- 
cinating of the Platonic dialogues, the first appearance of 
the spirit in a body is ascribed to sin. The soul in its pre- 
existent, empyrean flight, become heavy and dull through 
forgetfulness or vice, loses its wings and falls to the earth. 
But it is forbidden to animate the body of any beast at the 
first generation. The fallen spirits consist of nine degrees, 
and make up, accordingly, nine differe^nt ranks of human 
character ; the first and purest rank entering philosophers 
and men whose lives are consecrated to Love, Beauty, and 
the Muses. The others are arranged in the following 
order: — just kings and warriors, statesmen, athletes and 
doctors, priests, poets and artists, artisans, sophists and 
demagogues, and lastly, tyrants. After death, the souls 
return to the other world for judgment, and according to 
their improvement of the first probationary state, are pun- 
ished or rewarded for a thousand years. At the expiration 
of this period, thev make choice of a new earthly exist- 
ence : each being free to select the condition which it pre- 
fers, whether of beast or man. And only through a circuit 
of ten lives and a disciplinary and retributory punishment 
of ten thousand years, can the souls regain their heavenly 
state ; except the philosopher, who, after three successive 
virtuous lives, and a discipline of three thousand years, 
may recover his wings and resume his flight^ 

All other reasons set aside, this passage would be value- 
less as a sober, trustworthy statement of Plato's belief, 

20 VoL vi^ Phaedrus pp. 53, 54. 
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fix)m the fact that it occurs in a discourse attributed to 
Stesichorus, a celebrated author of lyrico-epic poems, 
which Socrates recites to Phaedrus while seated upon the 
banks of the Ilyssus, and yielding to the luxury of dreamy 
musing and contemplation. In accordance with Plato's 
mimetic art, the ideas and form of the address are suited 
to the imaginary author, philosophic severity being sacri- 
ficed to poetic license and consistency of character. No 
reader of Plato can fail to remark, besides, the discrepancy 
between this statement as it respects the fate of the philos- 
opher, and his usual dogmatic positions on that point 
Always in his dialogues and myths he allots to the lover 
of wisdom an immediate return to the life of the Gods ; 
while here he subjects him to a probation of three worldly 
existences and a discipline of three thousand years. The 
nine lives and return to purity after the tenth cycle of pun- 
ishment, shows us that he is using a Pythagorean doctrine, 
under their mystical veil of numbers. Almost all com- 
mentators are agreed that this is among the earliest, if not 
the very first of Plato's written works, marked by the lux- 
uriance of youthful fancy, betraying throughout a lack of 
art in subordinating properly the poetic and mythical to 
the philosophical and scientific elements, and so ill bal- 
anced that the author found it necessary to warn the reader 
against ai\ undue fascination with its form, with the twice 
repeated confession that it is a poetic myth, " a kind of 
mythologic hymn to Love who presides over beauty." ^^ 

The work most commonly cited to substantiate the 
theory of metempsychosis, is the Timseus, a composition 
which pretends to give a solution of the origin of things, 
and to embody Plato's speculations upon nature and the 
theory of the world. Here, too, the details of the state- 
ment are entirely different After the creation of higher 
orders, the souls of men were mixed by demi-gods from 
elements furnished by the Almighty, and were then divided 
among the stars, one great soul to each star. Before the 
first birth, which is the same to all, the souls are made to 
mount upon a chariot, " that they may see the nature of 
the universe, and observe its inevitable decrees." After 
death, if the soul has lived justly, it returns immediately to 

31 VqL vL, Pbednw pp. 96, 18a 
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its proper star. If it sin, it is changed into a woman at the 
second birth, and if then it does not improve, it passes 
through a lower round of change corresponding to its 
vices, until by discipline it becomes worthy to recover its 
first and excellent condition. The creation of lower ani- 
mals is ascribed to this degradation of human souls by 
sin ; each degree of evil and debasement manifesting 
itself in the creation of a new and appropriate bodily 
form. The apparent freedom of the passages in the Ti- 
mseus from any mythic mixture, and the dogmatic form in 
which the doctrine is stated, have caused greater stress to 
be laid upon it as authority for Plato's faith in transmigra- 
tion. Too much credit has been given, however, to the 
TimaDUS as an exposition of Plato's sober views. The 
whole structure and form of the work remove it from the 
category of his severe scientific productions. It is not 
cast in the dialogistic mould ; the dialectic method em- 
ployed in his other great works, such as the Thseetetus, 
Philebus, Gorgias, Phaedon and Republic, and which 
Plato declares to be the only medium for conveying 
truth, is abandoned. Moreover, his usual mouthpiece, 
Socrates, is thrown aside ; and the substance of the work 
is given as a long recital upon nature, from TimsBUS, a 
liocrian, and a celebrated teacher of the Pythagorean 
school. Consistently with Plato's usual aim after dra- 
matic propriety, therefore, we discover in it much of a 
peculiarly Pythagorean cast, and accordingly, as in the 
case of the Phsedrus, we find that Plato introduces a 
caveat, lest he be held responsible for the literal statement 
of opinions, confessing that all which he has said is a 
philosophical recreation, a wise and moderate amusement 
for the mind when it lays aside the study of what is eter- 
nal.^^ That the Timseus discloses many physiological 
views which Plato really held„ we have no doubt ; but its 
transcendental speculations bear all the incidental and 
positive testimony that can be given to prove that they 
were mere philosophic myths and jeux d'esprit.^ 

22 Vol. xii., Timseus pp. 118, 174, 203. The passages in this dialogue 
which refer to metempsychosis may be found pp. 137-141 and 242, 243. 

2^ Mr Norton (Evidences of the Gospels, vol. iii., p. 104,) calls the 
Timeeus a mere work of imagination. Tennemann, noticing the incon- 
sistency between the Phsedrus and the Timceus relative to future life, 
VOL. IV. 8 
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In the tenth book of the Republic, we have still another 
poetic statement of the theory of transmigration, clothed 
in all the luxuriant drapery of Plato's inimitable art The 
details differ from those of all the rest According to the 
recital, the information concerning the future state was 
communicated by Er, an Armenian, who had been slain 
in battlcj but whose corpse was preserved from the funeral 
pile, until the twelfth day after his decease. When all 

with a 8hort-«ightedness unusual in him, places ^eater stress on the 
representations inH;he Timseus as a riper and later Dook. The Timeeus, 
it IS true, is a later hook, hut lateness has nothing to do with the veracity 
of poetry. Afterwards, however, he refers to the Timffius for proof that 
Plaito held his speculations to he mere guesses upon questions removed 
from knowledge. (" System der Platonischen Philosophie," vol. iii., pp. 
96, 97.) And farther on, (p. 124,) speaking of Plato's statement that die 
^ul, at its second hirth, enters a female form, he adduces evidence from 
the Republic, where Plato allows an equal dignity to the male and female 
natures, for proof that he did not affinn the doctrine "in full earnest" 
Again, referring to the return of the wicked into the souls of beasts, 
Tennemann contends that Plato " held it not as rigid truth, but as a 
feasible mode of representing the moral condition of the soul after 
death." (See his "Lehren der Sokratiker Qber Unsterblichkeit," p. 478.) 

Stallbaum, a German editor of Plato's works, and who has been called 
" one of the greatest living scholars in the Platonic writings," in criti- 
cising the mythical passages relating to metempsychosis scattered 
throughout the Pheedrus, Phedon, Timseus and Republic, contends that 
a serious study of them all easily demonstrates that they axe mere plays 
of fancy; to use his own words — "Philosophum in hoc argumento 
tractando ingenii lusui nonnihil indulsisse, ut in re quse mends humanee 
intelligentiam superaret" (See Cousin's Plato, vol. xii., p. *i45, note.] 

Cousin himself is not committed to any decisive opinion. His criti- 
cism is remarkably eclectic, or rather synckretic. He touches both sides. 
In his preface to die Phssdon, he hints the idea that the tenet of metem- 
psychosis may be only a symbolic envelope for the dogma of the unity and 
incorruptibility of intellectual substance, (vol. L, p. 181.) This opinion 
is still more decidedly advanced in the notes to the Meno, (voL vi., p. 480.) 
In the notes to the Timseus, however, he rejects Stallbaum's view, and in- 
clines to the opinion that it is neither a jeu d'esprit, nor a doctrine Plato 
would be willing to endorse, but " a specious noted opinion, more or 
less true, borrowed from his favorite Pythagoras, and constituting his 
own mythology through which he addresses the imagination and the 
soul, aftep havinff arrived at the limits which separate die certain from 
the probable, and having exhausted rational demonstrations," (vol. xii., 
p. 346.) It is hard to define the difference between this view and Stall- 
baum's ; and at the close of his notes on the Timsus, Cousin protests 
against the tenet of animal transmigration in good earnest, calling it 
mal k propos, and declaring that " we could very well have spared an 
ornament which degrades instead of elevating the majesty of Plato's 
ideas of the animal kingdom and the universe." 
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preparations had been completed for his obsequies, he 
suddenly revived, and related what had been revealed to 
him in the other world. We have not room to present 
even an outline of this stafemenl, the particulars of which 
would fill several pages. The substance, however, is, — 
that immediately after death, all souls, according to their 
characters, are despatched by different routes to the abodes 
of the happy or the wicked. In these dwellings they 
remain a thousand years, each soul receiving tenfold 
reward or punishment for the deeds of its earthly life, and, 
at the end of this period, the spirits are permitted to make 
choice of a new existence. In working out this gorgeous 
picture, one of the finest gems of imagination which 
literature contains, and upon which Plato seems to 
have bestowed more artistic labor than on any other, he 
seems not to have restrained his fancy at all, by the desire 
to be consistent with his other statements, but rather to 
have constructed it without reference to them and from 
new resources. Accordingly, no moral distinction is 
made between the value of animal and human forms, as 
in the Phaedon and Timaeus, and they are selected not in 
obedience to spiritual necessity, but from considerations 
of convenience, or at the suggestion of arbitrary whims. 
The spirit of Orpheus selected the soul of a swan, from 
his hatred of women who had once caused his death, not 
wishing to be dependent again upon that sex for birth. 
-Ajax, son of Telamon, disgusted with human life, and 
remembering the judgment which deprived him of the 
arms of Achilles, took the nature of a lion. Agamemnon, 
too, averse to the human race because of his past misfor- 
tunes, selected the condition of the eagle. Ulysses, cured 
of ambition by the memory of his severe reverses, chose 
the tranquil lot of a private man, which the other souls 
had disdainfully refused ; while Thersites, very properly, 
concluded to reanimate the body of a monkey.** No 
difference is posited between male and female as in the 
Timaeus, for sexes are changed at will. Atalanta had a 
strong desire to become an athlete, and Epeus, son of 
Panopeus, returned into the lot of an industrious woman. 
No peculiar fate is reserved for the philosopher, and not a 

3* Vol X., Republic, Book Tenth, pp. 291, 202. 
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hint is dropped relative to the point, whether this return is 
part of a long system of purification, as in the Phsedrus, 
or whether it is the general law of earthly existence and 
reproduction.^ The beauty with which the whole myth 
is wrought out cannot be surpassed ; art everywhere 
shines through the story, and we can imagine no more 
thorough cure for a tendency to believe, that Plato really 
held the doctrine of metempsychosis, than a study of this 
fiction in a proper attitude of mind.^® 

These inconsistences in working out the details of the 
soul's future condition, and the poetic license everywhere 
betrayed in the treatment of the separate myths, seem suf- 
ficient to condemn them as expositions of Plato's views. 
For surely he would have evinced more care, and would 
h^ve shown more anxiety about the consistency of the 
outline and form of his pictures, although he might be 

^ Cousin thinks, that the substance of the whole fable is Oriental, 
embellished, but not originated, by Plato, (voL x., p. 377.) 

^ The mythic passages in the Meno hardly require a passing notice. 
This dialogue, as we have before stated, is one of the chief sources for 
the doctrine of reminiscence and pre-existence. Before the discussion 
is introduced upon the question, that all knowledge is merely memory, 
Plato weaves in, as a sort of poetic prelude and preface, ** the opinion 
of Pindar, and many other men skilful in divine Uiings, that the soul is 
inmiortal, sometimes becoming eclipsed, sometimes re-appearing, but 
never becoming totally extinct For Proserpine, at the end of nine 
years, returns to the light of the sun those souls who have paid to her 
the debt of their ancient sins ; and from these souls spring illustrious 
kings, celebrated for their power, and men remarkable for their wis- 
dom," — vol. vL, pp. 170, 171. The passage is left thus in its poetic 
form, the latter portion -quoted, being, probsmly, a fragment of some lost 
ode of Pindar, and the scientific investigation into the nature of know- 
ledge begins. The whole bears marks too plainly stamped to be mis- 
taken, that it is poetic embellishment, an artful management of the 
transition in discourse, and a relief of dialogistic skill. 

In the ninth book of the Laws, (vol. viiL, p. 185,) occurs another allu- 
sion to metempsychosis, unimportant, however, in our examination, 
since it is a reference to the doctrine of the Eleusinian mysteries, and 
is introduced for illustration. Plato is speaking of the proper punish- 
ment for the crime of murder, and in a preamble to his legislation upon 
that point, remarks, that it is proper to include in it the doctrine of the 
mysteries, which many men religiously believe, that in hell are reserved 
punishments for these murders, and that the guilty man, commencing a 
new life, is condemned to undergo the same punishment, and thus ter- 
minate his days by the hand of another, and by the same kind of death. 
The desiffn of the allusion, of course, is to strengthen the force of the 
law, by adding to it the sanctions of the popular religion* 
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arbitrary as to his materials, if he really intended to con- 
vey through them his decisive views as to the future state 
of souls. But it may be objected, that, although Plato 
might not have intended the myths to be clear and accu- 
rate expositions in detail of his religious views, and, 
therefore, in his treatment of them, very properly subordi- 
nated scientific precision to imaginative freedom, still they 
may be authoritative as expressions of his faith in the 
fundamental fact of metempsychosis, on which they rest, 
and which they reveal. That the myths may be received 
as hints of a progressive and ceaseless activity of spirit in 
its freer life, and that under the picture of continual 
changes, he may have intentionally veiled the theory of a 
moral cycle of conditions in the soul's future history, is a 
Somewhat plausible, though we think an indemonstrable 
hypothesis. The allusions to future life in the Tenth Book 
oi the Laws would seem to favor it. For there, a gradual 
progress of souls towards higher degrees of happiness, or 
lower degrees of misery, is hinted as the result of the expe- 
rience " of this life, and of all the deaths we successively un- 
dergo." It is impossible, that a single soul can escape the 
established order of Heaven, " were it small enough to pen- 
etrate into the recesses of earth, or great enough to soar even 
to the sky ; but it must bear the punishment awarded by the 
gods, either on earth, or in hell, or in some other and still 
more frightful abode." ^ The theology and theodicy of the 
laws, however, present so many inconsistences between 
the principles and the details ; they are adulterated by so 
much that is palpably exoteric, that it is not safe to draw 
a conclusion upon such a point from their testimonv 
alone.^ But, that in such a cycle, a return to earthly me 

27 Vol. viii., pp. 266, 267. 

28 The Tenth Book of the Laws is a perfect riddle. No person can 
read it, without feeling elevated by its noble views of God's omnipres- 
ence, and the moral providence which reaches all men, and which is 
never withdrawn for an instant from the soul. , The imagery often 
recalls passages from the Psalms and Isaiah, and the statement seems at 
times as clear and pure as the language of Paul. In its fundamental 
principles, the book is a complete system of Optimism, and recalls at 
once the Theodicy of Leibnitz. And yet before it closes, the popular 
worship is sanctioned ; the evils of life are assumed to be greater than 
the goods, — just the reverse of what had before been definitely proved ; 
and the hypotiiesis of two souls is introduced to account for evil, when 
the whole preceding argument had been directed to exhibit the com- 

8* 
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under a bodily vesture, was not really included, we think 
is evident on other grounds. A mind so critical as Plato's 
would not have entirely overlooked the physiological 
question suggested by transmigration, viz. : how is the 
return to mortal life effected, and what connection exists 
between departed souls and human generation ? Even if 
no solution should be hinted in scientific form, a myth 
might easily have suggested to the mind some probable 
explanation. But Plato is entirely silent on this point 
In the Republic and Laws, he treats at length of marriage 
and the true method of sexual union, and it would hardly 
seem possible, that, holding such a theory of birth as must 
necessarily be involved in metempsychosis, he should not 
even allude to it in such a treatise. On the contrary, all his 
directions and laws are hostile to the view of transmigra- 
tion ; the two theories cannot be reconciled ; and since in 
such passages we may, of course, presume, that Plato 
unfolds his honest views, his silence with respect to met- 
empsychosis may be taken as decisive evidence against the 
supposition, that he held the theory as a scientific dogma.^ 
As yet, however, we have left the main argument 
against metempsychosis untouched. It is not included in 
some of the most elaborate myths. In the two, which 
form the conclusion of his severest moral dialogues, the 
Phaedon and the Gorgias, the idea of transmigration is not 
admitted, ^he mythical elements of the picture at the close 
of the Phaedon, although artistically treated, are borrowed 
from the popular faith. The common distinctions be- 
tween the reaJm of the blessed and Tartarus are affirmed ; 
punishments are expiaitory, except for offenders of the last 
degree; and philosophers are reserved for a purer life, 
entirely bodiless, in dwellings more beautiful than those 
allotted to innocent but less cultivated souls. Socrates 

plete and ceaseless agency of God in the government of human life, to 
show that, " He, who directs all things, has disposed them for the pre- 
servation and good of the whole ; that each part experiences or does 
onty, what it is fitting it should experience and do." 

s» Scmeiermacher, who seems to hold to the tenet of metempsychosis 
as a Platonic fact, mentions this difficulty in his notes to the Repuhlic, 
and sayp, " we cannot suppose it escaped Plato." He attempts a solu- 
tion of it, which is quite ingenious as a German hint, how the matter 
might have been reconciled, but which, unluckily, has no foundation in 
the Platonic books. 
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closes his description with the politic warning to his 
friends, that although things may not occur precisely as he 
described, still, the only wisdom is in piety during life, 
" for the prize of the combat is beautiful, while the hope 
is grand." * At the close of the Gorgias, which is the 
loftiest, the best sustained, and the most terrible of all his 
works, the same facts are used as a basis for a myth. 
Nothing can exceed the sublimity of the scene into which 
Plato introduces the disembodied soul. The chief topic 
of discussion in the dialogue had been justice, and its 
relation to rhetoric. It is a masterly attack on the ethics 
of the time. Socrates, in a personal conversation with 
three distinguished rhetoricians, had completely riddled the 
morality of the sophists and pleaders, and had shown that 
their whole art was false, having no relation to the moral 
wants of men. Justice, he showed to be the greatest 
good, and its administration disciplinary, and therefore 
the unkindest act which a wise man could commit, would 
be to save his friend from a punishment which he de- 
served. And at last, to prove the final impotence of the 
sophist's office, he shows, that if it be able to protect from 
righteous retribution in this life, it is powerless with the 
terrible judges of the lower world. The soul nor the body 
at the moment of separation — says he — is different from 
what it was as a living man. The body preserves its char- 
acter, the well marked vestiges, both of the care it has 
received, and the accidents that have befallen it. If a 
person in life possessed a great frame, the gift of nature 
or the result of training, his corpse is large. If he were 
fleshy, his corpse is so. If he delighted in the cultivation 
of his hair, many locks remain. If, living, he bore upon 
his body scars of the lash, or any other wound, all will be 
found there after death. If any member were broken or 
dislocated in life, when dead these failings are still visible. 
And so with regard to the soul ; when it is disrobed of 
the body, it preserves evident marks of its character, and 
of the accidents it experienced in consequence of the life 
whit^h it embraced. When, therefore, men arrive before 
their judge, he examines the soul of each without know- 
ing who he is ; and often, having in charge the great king 

30 Vol. i., Phffidon, pp. 312, 313, 314. 
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• 
or some other potentate or monarch, and discovering 
nothing healthy in his soul, but seeing it all cicatrized 
with perjuries and injustice by the stamps which each 
action has engraven there ; here the windings of falsehood 
and vanity, and nothing symmetrical, because it had been 
nourished away from truth ; there monstrous deformities, 
and all the ugliness of absolute power, effeminacy, licen- 
tiousness, and debauchery; seeing it thus, he sends it 
ignominiously to prison, where it will no sooner have 
arrived, than it will undergo fitting chastisement This 
punishment is proportioned to the offence, and sinners of 
the deepest die, who cannot be reformed, are used as 
warnings for the rest, and condemned to eternal pains.^^ 
The whole picture, which seems a dramatic transparency, 
lighted by the fires of the abyss, reveals no hint of the me- 
tempsychosis ; punishment prepares the soul for more 
spiritual life, and the scene is closed without any reference 
to a return to bodily form and worldly state. 

With regard to the much vexed question of transmigra- 
tion, then, the whole facts are these. The theory is devel- 
oped in a mythical form, dressed in the drapery of imagi- 
nation ; or it is introduced as an ancient opinion, in ac- 
cordance with the usual license of Plato's dialdgistic art, 
which induced him at times to quote Homer and Hesiod, 
as authority for moral truths ; or it is communicated 
through the lips of some poet or Pythagorean, from whom 
it proceeds with dramatic propriety, and accompanied by 
a warning from Plato to the reader, against receiving it as 
anything more than a probable statement, devoid of scien- 
tific value. It is inconsistent in its details ; is unsupported 
by any allusions to it, or any provision for it, in his phy- 
siological system ; and is, moreover, entirely absent from 
equally elaborate myths, which are introduced to reveal the 
future condition oi the soul. Besides, it is never con- 
nected, for a moment, with the idea of a pre-existent, bodily 
life on earth, as is said to have been the case with Pytha- 
goras.^^ Many discrepancies in the Platonic dialogues 

31 Vol. iii., pp. 407, 408. 

32 Mr Norton, in the third volume of his " Genuineness of the Gospels," 
attributes this opinion to Plato. He quotes no passa^s, however, and 
makes no allusion to any ; but nowhere have we discovered a trace of 
such a doctrine. 
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have been reconciled by reference to the time of compo- 
sition ; statements, in the earlier and less severely con- 
structed works, being made to yield, very properly, to the 
more authoritative and careful passages of the later writ- 
ings. But this solution is denied to us in the present in- 
stance ; for the Phaedon and Gorgias, whose myths contain 
no allusion to transmigration, are universally classed with 
the most trusty sources of his philosophy. Keeping in 
view therefore, the great freedom in the scope of the Pla- 
tonic dialogues, remembering the poetic character of Pla- 
to's mind, and his artistic as well as scientific aim, and 
balancing, with an even hand, the testimony of all the 
sources, an impartial criticism must decide, that the theory 
of transmigration borrowed from the East and from Pytha- 
goras, together with the details of the popular mythology of 
his country, were indifferent to Plato as poetic materials 
for the clothing of his views, and that he used both with a 
license which his followers could easily interpret, as media 
for impressing upon the imagination, by over-statements 
and highly wrought pictures, ideas which reason and dia- 
lectics could not clearly establish or convey.^ 

33 Ritter, in his History of Philosophy, vol. ii., p. 373, throws his influ- 
ence in favor of metempsychosis, as a clear and decided opinion of 
Plato, and not a merely figurative or mythical exposition of tiie soul's 
life after death. He thinks it in accordance with rlato's physical sys- 
tem. But he takes the details of transmigration entirely from the 
TimsBus, without attempting to reconcile the conflictinj^ forms of the 
hypothesis, and without previously setding the claims of that dialogue 
to credit as a scientific work. Moreover, in order to harmonize the theory, 
as stated in the Timeeus, with what he calls Plato's physical system, Ritter 
is obliged to deny a fundamental ethical position of Platonism, viz., that 
the soul of the philosopher may expect an entirely incorporeal existence, 
and return to immediate communion with the divine. The license ^ 
criticism, which allows him to reject that, is not required to dissipate 
the whole theory of transmigration as a dogmatic element of Platonism. 
Fries, on the contrary, (Geschichte der Philosophie, vol. L, p. 329,) con- 
tends for the symbolical treatment, and, without reference to Ritteij, 
since his work was written first, asserts that there is no physical back- 
ground for it in the Tim©us. 

No point of Ritter's exposition of Plato is more unsatisfactory than 
the pages on the future state. He fails as a critic of Plato, by reason 
of that quality of mind which fits him for an admirable exponent of Aris- 
totie — a lack of imagination, and too exclusive reliance on words, with- 
out appreciating the forming spirit of a piece, which the words do not 
exhaust, but which pervades them magnetically, and gives them form. 
Platonism, in Ritters pages, is like beauty anatomized — the flesh and 
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In criticising a system like Plato's, in which the scien- 
tific and poetic are so closely blended, considerable im- 
portance should be attached to the harmony of a tenet with 
the general moral spirit of the whole. Applying this canon 
to the two forms in which he has left his speculations on 
the future state, we should at once conclude in favor of 
that which speaks of a final, future condition, entirely sep- 
arate from earth, and should therefore be inclined to accept 
the mythical statements of the Gorgias and the Phaedon as 
the truer sources of his religious creed. It is rather dan- 
gerous, we know, to rely too confidently on such a rule ; 
but the mysticism, which could hold honestly the tenet of 
transmigration, would be very apt to beiray itself in moral 
speculation ; and therefore, the clearness, the severity, the 
admirable purity of Plato's ethical code, furnish strong col- 
lateral testimony against his faith in a literal succession of 
bodily forms. Present to the mind of an impartial judge, 
acquainted with Christianity, but ignorant of Christian 
parties, the three parables — the prodigal son, the rich man 
and Lazarus, and the sheep and goats, and it would not 
require much critical rashness to decide their comparative 
value as expressions of the moral spirit of the gospel. 
The two last mentioned would be accepted, of course, as 
equally appropriate with the first to the object they were 
designed to illustrate ; still the first is immeasurably supe- 
rior as an exposition of the central idea of Christianity — 
the love of God, while the others contain elements designed 
merely for a local application, and are given in a form 
suited only to the culture of the time. And we cannot 
but feel that the same injustice ife done to the symmetry of 
Platonic ethics, by fastening upon it the tenet of transmi- 
gration, as would be done to the purity of Christian the- 
ology, by literally applying the imagery of Abraham's 

bones and nerves all there, but the heavtu gone. From a note of Cou- 
sin's, (vol. vL, p. 480,) it would seem that Ritter, in a separate history of 
the Pythagorean philosophy, endorsed the view, that the metempsycho- 
sis in Platonism, was merelv a symbolical statement of the persistence 
of intellect under the mutability of forms. We have never seen that 
work, but in Hitter's exposition ofPythagoreanism,(Hist of Phil., vol. i.,) 
he intimates, that with Pythagoras, the theory was a holy myth, " much 
of it obscure, and indicative only of the soul's immortality." It is a queer 
freak of criticism to attribute the theory as a mjrth, to Pythagoras, and as 
a dogmatic tenet, to Plato. 
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bosom, and the impassable giilf, and the details of the 
judgment to the eternal world. 

(jreat value, too, in an examination of this kind, mus 
be attributed to incidental allusions, and side way hints, 
and unconscious intimations, with respect to the future 
state. For in these we are more apt to detect the real 
opinions, the stable faith of a mind like Plato's, than in 
more labored artistic passages. We observe his mind in 
its undress when it is not taking attitudes for display. 
And these allusions, which are very numerous throughout 
his works, are hostile to the view of transmigration. They 
refer always to a coming state of continued, but severer 
discipline. The form in which these allusions are con- 
veyed belongs to the popular mythology, but the key-note 
to the whole is, the declared belief of Socrates in the Phse- 
don, that " there is a destiny reserved for men hereafter, 
and which, according to the ancient faith of the race, must 
be better for the good than for the wicked." ^ In the dis- 
cussion in the Gorgias, too, it is stated that " the greatest 
of misfortunes is to pass into the other world with a soul 
loaded with crimes." ^ The allusions to the future world 
in the "Apology of Socrates," all imply a disembodied 
being,* and in the Phaedon, previous to the introduction of 
"that ancient opinion," as to metempsychosis, Socrates 
speaks of the occupations of the spiritual state, when, 
" freed from the follies of the body, we shall converse, I 
hope, with free men like ourselves, and shall know, by 
ourselves, the essences of things." ^ In the eleventh book 
of the Laws, also, the souls of the departed are spoken of 
as " taking still some interest in human affairs ;" and in the 
twelfth book, speaking of the soul, he says that the body 
is its temporary image, its simulacrvm^ and that it passes at 
death into another state, to find other judges, and, " as tra- 
dition says, to render an account of its actions, an account 
as cheering to the good, as it is frightful to the wicked." * 

w Vol i., p. 198. 35 Vol. iiL, p. 403. 

» Vol. i., pp. 1 18, 1 19. 37 Vol L, p. 206. 

38 Vol. viii., pp. 310, 376. See also Epinomis, vol. xiii., p. 2 ; Repub- 
lic, book L, p. 9 ; Book iii., pp. 1 22 et seq. ; Book vi, p. 33; Timsus, p. 143. 

We cannot refrain from alluding in this connection, to a celebrated 
passage in the seventh letter of Plato, which is hostile to the idea of 
transmigration. As the letters have been suspected by many critics, and 
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Our excuse for dwelling so long upon the point of 
transmigration must be the strange diversity in the judg- 
ment of commentators respecting it, the fact that no 
thorough examination of all the passages referring to it 
has ever fallen under our notice, and a desire to rescue the 
moral system of Plato from the stain of a doctrine so 
absurd, and so foreign to Plato's honest thought. As the 
review of this question has brought out nearly all the 
allusions in the dialogues to the future state, the nature of 
Plato's views relative to man's final destiny may be readily 
anticipated. We have no data to warrant the positive 
assertion that he held to the final purification of all souls 
from sin. It will be readily seen from the tenor of the 
passages we have introduced, that future conscious exist- 
ence was not only with him a speculative belief founded 
on psychological analysis, but also a demand of our 
spiritual nature, to satisfy the claims of the moral law. 
Under whatever forms, or with whatever poetic license he 
depicted the circumstances and fixed the details of the 
soul's future condition, that condition itself was never ar- 
bitrary in his thought, but always a necessary result of the 
soul's moral development. The severity of his ethical 
views involved the idea of immortality as indispensable, 
not indeed to restore^ but to perfect the order seemingly 
violated here. He looked upon the spiritual life of men 
as a circle, of which the present state is but an arc, biit 

rejected by some as spurious, we have hardly been willing to strengthen 
our argument by giving great prominence to their testimony. Our own 
opinion is in favor of their genuineness, and as we have before stated, 
Boeckh has thrown his ballot for the authenticity of the seventh, which 
is the only one we quote. The testimony of this document, if received, 
is the more valuable, as we may fairly presume that opinions expressed 
in the frankness of social correspondence may be more safely trusted as 
an honest expression of Plato's views. " Inanimate beings," says he, 
** can experience no good or ^vil ; but every soul must experience them, 
both during its union with the body, and after it shall be separated from 
it We must confide in the holy doctrine that the soul is immortal, that 
after its release from the body, it finds judges who are strict, and 
punishments severe, and consequently, that it is a more trifling evil 

to suffer than to commit injustice Unhappiness is inseparable 

from all injustice, and a fatal law condenms the unjust soul to draw with 
it this impiety wherever it may sojourn, in this world, and during its 
wandering courses under the earth, providing for it, everywhere, the 
most shameful and miserable experience," (vol. xiii., letter 7, pp. 88, 89.) 
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whose fall sweep requires and includes the progressive 
experience of futurity. It has been charged upon Plato 
that be held to the immediate efflux of all souls urom God^ 
and to a re*absorption of spirit into the Divine Essence. 
We do not know a single passage which gives even 
plausibility to such a view. Everywhere the future life 
is posited as a state of spiritual development, as personal 
agents, either in an upward or downward course.*® This 
is the soul of his moral system ; and it was to express this 
fact that the metempsychosis and the imagery of the popu- 
lar mythology were used with such poetic freedom and 
complete indifference. Accordingly, whenever they are 
introduced, no matter what sacrifices may be made to the 
demands of dramatic propriety or to elegance of form, the 
idea of retribution and of^ continuous moral development 
is preserved as the central and stable fact. Neither can it 
be denied that generally he affirmed the punishments of 
the coming state to be disciplinary. His view of the rela- 
tion between this life and the future was not that of 
modern orthodoxy. Nothing is farther removed from the 
spirit of his philosophy than the idea that life is a proba- 
tionary state, and that the experience of the future is to the 
guilty an unalterable penalty for sin. Under the veil of 
transmigration, in the successive manifestations through 
forms, the cycles of whose changes would at last restore 
the soul to purity and spiritual freedom, was hidden Plato's 
view of the future as a disciplinary state. This reappears 
in every myth ; and in the Gorgias and Phaedon especially 
he shows the efficacy of punishment in reclaiming the 

39 Mr. Norton asserts (Gen. of the Gospels, p. J 09, note,) that " as 
regards the generality of men, Plato's scheme was wholly inconsistent 
with a belief in their personal immortality." This is the most monstrous 
perversion of Platonism that can possibly be framed. There is no justi- 
fication for the remark in the letter, or the spirit, of a single dogmatic or 
mythical passage throughout the range of Plato's works. In fact, the 
very next passages of Mr. Norton's note are inconsistent with the state- 
ment Plato held firmly to the personal immortality of every soul, and 
to a graduated scale of disciplinary pumshments, applied to individual 
siimers according to the nature c^ their crimes. Many other instances 
Qf misapprehension might be quoted from the allusions to Plato in the 
third volume of "The Genuineness of the Gospels.** Mr. Norton, though 
apparently well read in the Platonic writings, very rarely seizes the 
spirit of Platonism, and, on the whole, is one of the least trustworthy of 
Plato's commentators. 

VOL. IV. 9 
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great majority of souls to a life of purity. But in the last 
mentioned dialogues, he speaks of some who are too far 
gone to be reclaimed, and whose punishment is continued, 
not with the hope of benefiting them, but as a warning to 
other offenders. It is somewhat singular that it is tyrants 
mostly who are thus delivered over by Plato's justice to 
eternal woe as incurable. " I think," says he, " that the 
greater part of those, thus used for spectacles, are tyrants, 
kings, rulers and politicians. For it is they who, by reason 
of the power with which they are clothed, commit actions 
the most unjust and impious. Homer, too, is on my side. 
Those whom he represents as tormented eternally in hell, 
are kings and potentates, like Tantalus and Sysiphus." ^ 
In the Phaedrus, too, as we have seen, the ninth and last 
degree of fallen souls become tyrants ; and in the tenth 
book of the Republic, those whose crimes are remediless 
and who are tormented by devils, are said to be Ardys 
and others, " of whom the most part were, like him, 
tyrants."** When we bear in mind the frequent accom- 
modations to the prevailing religious conceptions of the 
time which are scattered throughout the Platonic dia- 
logues, it is somewhat difficult to decide the value of the 
few passages that speak of eternal punishment. The 
theory of transmigration, certainly, is more favorable to the 
idea of universal restoration; for in the mythic forms 
under which that is conveyed, although no picture is pre- 
sented of a complete return, the language is generally 
favorable to the hypothesis, and no degree of corruption is 
spoken of as too stubborn to be cured. The idea in- 
volved in the metempsychosis is the one expressed in the 
TimsBUs, that condemnation to successive animal forms 
"will not cease till, governing by reasoning its grosser 
nature, the soul renders itself worthy to receive its first and 
excellent condition." ^ The power to amend is given to 
the soul even in its most degraded state, and a fair infer- 
ence from the general language used in stating the theoiy 
of transmigration, would be that a return to virtue will 
finally be effected. Accordingly, it may be doubted 
whether— since punishment in the coming life is so 

40 VoL iii., Gorgias, pp. 408, 409. « Vol. x, p. 283. 

« VoL xiii., Tim., p. 139. 
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generally stated to be disciplinary — the exception in the 
case of tyrants, while it was necessary in order to preserve 
the consistency of the myths as representations of the 
popular belief in eternal woe, may not have been intended 
to express Plato's horror at unjust and arl/itrary govern- 
ment as the most heinous and least expiable of crimes. 

And, certainly, if Plato really held the doctrine of utter 
perdition, there is a dissonance, an insoluble discord, be- 
tween the outward artistic form and the inward moral 
spirit of his philosophy. Looking at his religious princi- 
ples when abstractedly stated, they are pure and lofty, 
above, we must say, much of the theology of the Church 
to-day. Good, in Plato's system, is the fundamental qual- 
ity, the essential character of God. He is the author solely 
oi good. In his model state, Plato would permit no poets 
to ascribe the misfortunes and calamities of men to the 
design of Deity, unless they should maintain that chastise- 
ment is no misfortune, and that punishment has turned to 
the advantage of the criminal.^^ All natural phenomena 
are so ordered as to subserve some purpose of good. 
'* There is a Providence which extends to all men. Thy- 
self, mean mortal, insignificant as thou mayest be, art of 
some account in the general order, and related to it inces- 
santly. If thou murmur, it is from lack of knowledge how 
thy private good is related at once to thyself and to the all, 
according to the laws of universal existence." ^* To a mind 
animated with such views of Deity, of course the problem 
of evil must have presented itself as a knotty subject of 
speculation. There is abundant evidence, in the dialogues, 
that it troubled Plato exceedingly, and that he grappled 
with it often, anxious to obtain a clear solution. His ex- 
planations oif it are various, many of them visionary (such 
tor instance as the myth of " the Statesman,") and desti- 
tute, doubtless, even to his own mind, of scientific value. 
But he always clung with invincible tenacity to the entire 
freedom of the human will. He is uUra^ uncompromising 
on this point ; and in no dialogue has he, to our knowledge, 
attempted to show the consistency of this entire freedom 
with a controlling Providence. It is always stated in the 
boldest form, Plato's piety would not suffer the character 

« VoL ix., Rep. p. 1 la ^ Vol. viiL, Laws, p. 26a 
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of Deity to be implicated for a -moment with the question 
of evil. " God leaves to the disposition of our will the 
causes on which the quality of each depends."^* " Virtue 
has no master : it cleaves to him who honors it and aban- 
dons him who rejects it. Each is responsible for his 
cThoice. God is guiltless." *• And with this responsibility 
was connected the dignity of the sotd. " No man," said 
he, " is willingly evil." 'fhis is a fundamental and con- 
tinually recurring point of Platonic ethics. He borrowed 
it from Socrates, and was faithful to it throughout. 

No man desires to be subject to evil. The end of every 
volition is not the act committed, but that for the sake of 
which the act is committed, and this in every undertaking 
is ultimate good.*'' In the last analysis, the true and the 
good are one. Evil therefore is moral ignorance ; and since 
the soul is essentially reason, it cannot voluntarily 'be 
subjected to ignorance, and is not therefore voluntarily 
wicked.*® The virtuous man is the true artist who has his 
aim and can attain it ; and vice must be attributed, not 
really to the will, but to lack of art.*^ The only consistent 
theory of eternal punishment, then, for Plato, is eternity of 
sin, which is itself contradictory to the last mentioned 
view of the harmony of the soul with virtue. We see, 
therefore, that the idea of eternal punishment as depicted 
in the Gorgias and the Phaedon, is entirely hostile to 
Plato's declared views of God and man, and moral order. 
It is contrary to his views of God, for he must not be 
charged with the commission of any evil, but arraiiges all 
things for the best ; of man, since the very essence of the 
soul is free causality and natural harmony with good ; of 
moral order, since to suppose that God removes from the 
soul this freedom, or that it loses this love of good, would 
not only violate his scheme of human nature, but would 
destroy the very principle which solved for Plato the origin 
of evil. Olympiodorus, one of the Alexandrian commen- 
tators of Plato, takes up the passage in the Gorgias which 
teaches eternal punishment, and attempts to account fot 
its introduction there. " Punishment," says he, " cannot 

« Vol. viii., Laws, p. 8(J5. « Vol. 10, Rep., p. 287. 

47 VoL vL, Meno. 4® Vol. xL, Sophist 

^ Vol, iv., The Second Hippias. 
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be eternal ; much better to say that the soul is perishable* 
An unending pain can do no good, for it is useless. But 
God and nature do nothing in vain." He accounts for the 
passage by contending that Plato used the word eternal 
with reference to the order of the heavenly spheres. The 
moral cycle of the world corresponds to the motions of the 
planets, and when the whole system shall have returned 
to the same relative positions from which they started with 
respect to each other and the sun, a new period will com- 
mence. The cycle includes many thousand years, and it 
is to this period that Plato refers in his use of the term 
everlasting'. The criticism does honor to the benevolence 
of the commentator, who, with all the Alexandrine school, 
we believe, rejected the doctrine of eternal woe.*® But it is 
entirely fanciful as a solution of the passage in question, 
and we must fall back upon the inconsistency of the tenet 
with Plato's ethics and theology as affording reasonable 

50 See the whole commentary quoted by Cousm in the notes to his 
translation of Plato, vol. ilL, Gorgias. We cannot help contrasting this 
view of the ancient philosopher, with the glee which inspires a modem 
Christian critic. Dr. Tayler Lewis, in detailii^ the facts of Plato's myths. 
He seems quite delighted with the aid which Plato brings to his theologv, 
and more than once forces him into the field against ^ modem semi-infidels 
and neologists." We doubt whether Plato would be elated witJi tiie honor 
of a Doctorate in Calvinistic Divinity ; at any rate, when modem ortho- 
doxy shall become Platonic, Christianity will have occasion to rejoice over 
her freedom from many a theological excrescence ; and the world of woe, 
at least, may expect to be visited and cheered by some rays of mercy from 
the throne of Love. Dr. Lewis' admiration seems almost equally divided 
between Plato and the Bible. He defends some of Plato's wildest flights 
of fancy by the letter of Scripture, as in the case of the animation of the 
heavenly bodies. Plato at times seems to imagine that the planets have 
souls and are intelligent beings, which Dr. Lewis considers a very plaus- 
ible idea, and seeks to defend from the Old Testament " The Bible 
teaches us," says he, " that even the ordinary courses of physical events 
are under the controlling agency of angelic beings. He makdh kis tmgds 
winds, Mg minigUrs aj&mvngfirt. Why not an angel of the sun, of the 
moon, and of each planet ? Was it simply a sublime personification, when 
it was said. He hiringeth out their host by number^ he callelh them all by 
their name ? or when we are told that, at the creation of our earth, the 
STARS OF THE MORNING sanff toweOuTy and all the sons of God shouted 
forj^ ? " And yet with all Plato's orthodoxy. Dr. Lewis' mind seems not 
entirely at ease upon the question of his salvation. Could he trace any- 
thing of the doctrine of the atonement " in the lives or writinffs of Plato 
and Socrates," he should " indulge more hope of their salvation from it 
than from any of those moral lessons — truly beautiful and sublime as they 
are — which have been left to us in their immcntal dialogues." 
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proof that, like the whole myth in which it occurs, it was 
borrowed from popular superstition, and was preserved in 
obedience to the law of artistic consistency, as an embel- 
lishment to the severe moral discussion of the Gorgias. 

It may easily be seen from the rapid survey we have 
taken of Plato's passages on immortality, that the task of 
criticism is no pastime. And so far as results in plain 
black and white, in dogmatic sentences, are concerned, it 
certainly is unsatisfactory. " Myths," says Cousin, " can 
never be translated." It is almost impossible to convey by 
analysis the fresh impressions produced by the perusal of 
an author like Plato. He is an artist In his dialogues, 
as in his mind, the philosophic and the poetic, the beau- 
tiful and true, unite and blend. No author is less likely to 
be appreciated, or more likely to be misunderstood, by a 
cold, severe and unimaginative thinker. He must be read 
by an eye that can look beneath the words ; he must be 
criticised by a spirit in sympathy with the author's aim, 
and which can resign itself to the influence of the dia- 
logues, often trusting to feeling as its guide, rather than to 
a microscopic analysis of sentences. Such a mind, while 
j&om the diversity of the raaterials, and thie various poetic 
developments oi the thought, it feels the difficulty of 
stating with precision the form of Plato's views, will rise 
from the study of theni, impressed with their power and 
elevated by their purity. It will no more impute to Plato 
the literal views developed in many of his gorgeous philo- 
sophic poems, than it would judge the theology of Phidias 
by his head of Jove, or the faith of Goethe by his picture 
of Mephistophiles. The results to which a criticism fitted 
to disentangle the Platonic dialogues would arrive as to 
their doctrine of immortality, would be immeasurably 
more accurate, we believe, as they would be more noble, 
than could be developed by any textual harmony. It 
would grant that concerning every thing connected with 
the soul and man's spiritual nature, Platonism is vastly 
superior to any other form of ancient, we may almost add, 
even of modern speculation. For Plato never faltered in 
his spiritual view of man. The superior principle and 
governing agency of the universe, was one infinite, con- 
trolling Mind, entirely independent of material forms. 
And so the spirit in man, with him, was superior to its 
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fleshly envelope, an indivisible, eternally subsisting entity. 
The proofs brought to establish this point may seem futile 
to modern iogic ; but the moral end and aim of existence, 
the relation of the soul to duty and the moral law, every 
where implied in Plato's system, compel us to rank it next 
to, though far enough removed from, the ethics of the 
Gospel. Plato keeps the soul ever in the light of eternity. 
His theory of life is based upon a consciousness of the 
enduring nature of the spirit and its nearer relation, in its 
disembodied state, to eternal justice, the discipline and 
retribution of impartial wisdom. The limit which divides 
the abstract theology of Platonism from the abstract 
theology of Christianity, is the boundary line which sepa- 
rates the intellectual principle of justice from the higher 
quality of love. 

Looking about in modem times for some man with 
whose views to compare Plato's theory of the future state, 
we should say that it has a nearer affinity with the specu- 
lations of Swedenborg than with those of any other 
thinker ; inasmuch as the central idea of most of the Pla- 
tonic myths would seem to be that the soul creates its own 
objective circumstances according to its inner cheiracter, 
with the difference, however, that, with Swedenborg, the 
condition of the soul in future life is fixed and final from 
the beginning, while with Plato, there is a constant devel- 
opment of life, the successive cycles of its discipline prom- 
ising at last to restore the soul to good. The man who reads 
Plato, expecting to find logical arguments for immortality^ 
applicable to the present state of science, will certainly b0 
disappointed. There is no danger that the Christian will 
be anxious to exchange the grounds of his belief for the 
supports of philosophy alone. Still, no man can become 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Plato's views, without 
being better able to appreciate the simplicity and purity of 
the Gospel; and it is a valuable and inspiring truth which 
Platonism sufficiently reveals, that the human mind, in pro- 
portion as it becomes more spiritual, and learns to live 
within itself, feels a witness of its dignity and destiny, 
and is elevated to a sense of certainty as to its enduring 
life, which logic, though it may not be able satisfactorily 
to establish, is entirely unable to weaken or remove. 

T. s. K. 



106 Literary Notices. [Jan. 



Art. VI. 

Literary Notices. 

1. The Statesmen of the Commonwealth of England ; with a Trea- 
tise on the Popular Progress of English History. By John Forster, of 
the Inner Temple. Edited hy J. O. Choules. New-York : Published 
by Harper & Brothers, No. 82 Cliff-street 1846. 8vo. 

We have seldom opened an historical work that so deeply in- 
terested us, as this of Forster's. With a style, sufficiently correct 
indeed, but of little beauty, and somewhat cumbersome, the author 
succeeds, to a remarkable degree, in placing before us the great 
characters of the Protectorate, in their living, speaking, and acting 
features. We feel, too, while reading, that he has not written in 
a spirit of adventurous generalization, but from a minute acquaint- 
ance with the facts of the^time, and with the men themselves, after 
examining and weighing all the documentary evidence, now ac- 
cessible, of the parts they acted. The character and course of 
the Earl of Strafford, in particular, were always an enigma to us, 
till we found them unriddled in the clear and natural account here 
presented, confirmed as it is, apparently, by the fullest proof. Sir 
John Eliot, on the other side of the great question, was almost 
unknown to us, though he was one of the earliest and most devot- 
ed champions of English liberty. Are not the portraits, in gene- 
ral, which Forster has filled up, truer to the originals than the 
dazzling sketches of Carlyle, who could not, perhaps, appreciate 
such a character as Hampden^s, or recognize the perversities in 
such a powerful Titan as Cromwell. La the case of Sir Harry 
Vane, we must confess, our author seems to labor rather hard to 
clear away, from his religious speculations, the appearance of 
mysticism and extravagance. The value of this work, however, 
is, by no means, confined to the gratification of our curiosity with 
respect to the affairs of the Commonwealth, and the leaders of the 
parties in that age. It exemplifies, in a striking manner, the influ- 
ence which faith in eternal principles exerts, at all times, on the 
destinies of nations and governments. Some of the noblest char- 
acters, in all history, belong to the times of Charles I. and Crom- 
well. They are such as we need, in our own country, at this day ; 
such as our young men especially ought to study. After centu- 
ries of eclipse, their fair fame is shining out in its brightness. — 
Even the central figure in the group, if it indeed be that of one 
who eventually fell, appears not " less than an archangel ruined." 
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2. A Universal and Critical Dictionanr of the English Language : to 
which are added Walker's Key to the rrononciation of Classical and 
Scripture Proper Names, much enlarged and improved ; and a Pronounc- 
ing Vocabulary of modem Geograplucal Names. By Joseph E. Wor- 
cester. &c. &c. Boston : Wilkms, Carter & Co. 1846. Royal 8vo. 
pp. brxvi. 956. 

In the neighborhood of Boston, Mr. Worcester's Dictionaries are 
becoming the standard, at least for orthography and pronuncia- 
tion, in our common schools, as well as in the higher seminaries of 
learning. How they are regarded in other parts of the country, 
we know not. It seems probable, however, that they will be 
eventually received as the current authority, in those respects, 
throughout New England ; unless, indeed, some new work of the 
kind shall appear among us, under higher patronage. 

The present volume is a Critical Dictionary, as its title claims^ 
It begins with an Introduction of nearly 80 pages, consisting of 
remarks on the principles of pronunciation, on orthography, some 
account of the origin, formation, and etymology of the English 
Language, its grammar, notices of its archaisms, provincialisms, 
and of Americanisms, and a brief history of English lexicography. 
The last 120 pages are occupied by a Key, enlarged from Wafc 
er's4 to the pronunciation of Greek, Latki, and Scripture proper 
names, and by a catalogue of geographical names with their pro- 
nunciation. The Dictionary proper, which of course forms the 
bulk of the work, is very full. The authorities are generally 
named, for the sense that is given to the words respectively ; and 
in cases of disputed pronunciation, the decisions of the different 
orthoepists are signified^ 

We are not qualified to pronounce on the merits of a critical 
work of this kind. So far as we can judge, however, Mr. Wor^ 
cester appears to have performed his laborious task with great 
faithfulness, with discrimination and good taste. We hope thdt, 
in a future edition, he will giv^ us a still fuller catalogue of geo- 
graphical names ; for, in this branch of reading we are often at d 
sad loss how to frame our utterance aright. 

3. Sacred and Miscellaneous Poems. By William B. Tappan. Bos- 
ton: Published by Benjamin B. Mussey. London: Chapman, Brothers. 
1847. 8vo. pp.332. 

We admire the strong and thorough religious spirit, which is 
the distinguishing excellence of these poems. It is not of the elf- 
fervescent kind, sparkling here and there, for the sake of effect ; 
it is a steady, quiet and pervading vitality. On this account we 
commend them, tiotwithstanding a few occurrences of Trinitariati 
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ideas, in rather an offensive and even shocking form. What 
could make Mr. Tappan so far forget the reverence due to God, 
as to write thus, of the scene in the Garden of Gethsemane ? — 

" where its olive sheds perfume, 

The God lies weeping on the ground. 

The CTeat Creator hows Ms wifht^ 
A lowly angd strengthens hun. 

And God, the Maker, borrows potver 
To hear the grief, and drink U upy 

pp. 20, 21. 

It is but seldom, however, that flagrant offences, like these, break 
die still current of piety, that runs through the whole of Mr. Tap- 
pan's volume. Grenerally speaking, we can commune with the 
heart of the writer, and feel the chastening spirit which breathes 
around him. But when we have mentioned this religious element, 
we have exhausted the praise that is due to the work. The poetry 
is seldom above mediocrity ; shall we say that it is sometimes be- 
low it ? The Muses have been sparing of their inspiration to the 
verse ; there is hardly enough of imagination to give it life, or of 
poetic taste to preserve it from occasional awkwardness, and pro- 
saic flatness. Though there seem to be some attempts at bril- 
liance, we may observe, what is really favorable to the character 
of the whole, that they do not conceal the mediocrity, nor will they 
be likely to mislead the reader into an undue admiration. 

The publisher has done his work better than the poet ; the vol- 
ume being one of the most tasteful, in respect to typography and 
binding, that, within our knowledge, have appeared this winter, 
from the American press. 

4. Scriptural Temperance. A Sermon, delivered in the Hollis Street 
Meeting-House, Boston, on Thanksgiving-dajr, Nov. 26, 1846. By Da- 
vid Fosdick, Jr., Minister of Hollis Street Society. Published by Re- 
quest of the Society. Boston: W. Warland Clapp & Son. 1846. 8vo. 
pp. 2a 

Riding in the country, some years ago, we saw a church, a lit- 
tle out of the village. " Hallo, Friend, what church is that ?" 
asked we. " It belongs to the Jug-Baptists, Sir." " Well, but 
who, in the name of Legion, are the Jug-Baptists ?" - " Why, 
Sir, they had a long fight with the old Baptist Church, down yon- 
der, because it went against the rum-jug," said he, " and now 
they Ve left, and settled a minister of their own to preach against 
the temperance folks." 

The Sermon, mentioned above, seems to have been addressed 
to a sister Jug-Church, and is valuable as the only theological ex- 
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position, we have seen, of the tenets of this tribe of our Israel. — 
Logically^ its doctrine would be that temperance is moderate in- 
dulgence, and that we ought to practise this in all things, (pp. 8, 9.) 
— ^that we ought to indulge moderately in slave-holding, rum-sell- 
mg, rum-drinking, war, and other evils. But apparently^ its 
meaning is, only, that we ought to be moderate in condemning 
these sins, while, on the other hand, ^' we ought to speak out, against 
the intemperate demeanor" of those who are trying to check slav- 
ery, rum-selling, rum-drinking, &c. It is written in familiar style, 
with a fair appearance of scholarship ; and is illustrated by a num- 
ber of texts from Shakspeare's Plays, which would seem to be 
the Sacred Books of the tribe. We looked, in vain, for that very 
apposite passage, ^^ If I had a thousand sons, the first human 
principle I would teach them, should be, to forswear thin pota- 
tions, and addict themselves to sack." Is this an interpolation in 
our secular copies ? 

5. The tJniversalist's Assistant ; or an Examination of the principal 
Objections commonly urged against Universalism, dtc. &c. By a 
Believer. Boston : Abel Tompkins, 38, and B. B. Mussey, 29 Cornhill. 
1846. J8mo. pp. 234. 

Though we have not had leisure, as yet, to give this little book 
a thorough perusal, yet we are satisfied, by a cursory inspection, 
that it may be safely recommended, and that it will do good. Its 
brevity will be a convenience with such as are stinted with res- 
pect to time. The peculiarity which distinguishes its plan, from 
that of other works published among us with a similar purpose, 
is two-fold : 1. It takes Universalism, in its broad and true sense, 
as the doctrine of the ultimate salvation of all mankind through 
Jesus Christ, without confining it either to the particular theory of 
universal salvation at death, or to that of a limited future punish- 
ment ; and 2, the subject is treated chiefly by way of answer to 
objections which have been made against the doctrine. So far as 
we have read, the work is written in a style of perfect candor, 
and apparently with a spirit of impartiality not always found in 
polemic treatises. 

To our taste, there is rather too great an array, of cheap, sec- 
ond-hand Greek criticism, such as any body may write, who has 
learned the alphabet, and got a few current English works in 
point. We, Universalist authors, flourish considerably with this 
sort of learning, for want of better, and sometimes make whole 
Greek Indices to our books, no doubt to the admiration of the 
" natives." But for ourselves, having partially repented of some 
early misdemeanors of the kind, we intend, by way of expiation, to 
lash every one who yields to -^ the sin that doth so easily beset 
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us." We h^ve a rod in pickle for soaie of our brother offenderB, 
i^nd are bidifig our time to lay it on. 

We do n.<j£mean that the fault alluded to, is such as to impair 
the iisefulnfB: of 'this work ; it only offends^ Against what we call 
good t^to*.v:.Qn opening at the last page, where we usually begin 
to read, a4||Beeing in the margin, a word which we thought was 
never affixed but to Greek editions, what was our joy in suppos- 
ing that some friend had sent us a cleeui €md handsome copy of 
one of the Greek fathers ! A little irritation may be forgiven us, 
i^ the disappointment of finding it an English book, after all. 

6. *A !Sj<^m of Moral Philosophy, adi4>ted to Children and Families, 
and e9pe6ially to Common Schools. By Rev. D. Steele, and a Friend. 
Boston : James Munroe find Company. 1847. 18ma pp. 80. 

This little worfc appears well to deserve the patronage to which 
it aspires. It is perfectly simple in its plan and execution, intelli- 
gible we think even to children, and yet written in a style by no 
means distasteful to persons of mature age. The striking illus- 
trations with which it abounds, drawn from every day's experi- 
ence and from universal consciousness, render it peculiarly in- 
teresting, and suggest, to all readers, some of the most important 
lessons of practical life. We cannot better describe its moral 
character, than by the following words from the commendatory 
notice of Rev. Dr. Bond, editor of the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, New York : " The authors base the whole system of 
morals on the one law of love, illustrating and applying this law 
to every feeling of the soul, and every relative duty of life. The 
code is complete ; the obligation to obey it, and the benefit of obe- 
dience, are clear, and are cogently enforced, and the necessary, 
unavoidable consequences of disobedience to this law are shown 
to be suffering — mental or corporeal — ^in all cases. They cannot 
be prevented or evaded." We recollect but one word in the 
book, to which we should object, (p. 28.) But so great are its 
excellences, so thoroughly sound is its general doctrine, and so 
pure the influence it must exert, as to make us forget a sin- 
gle questionable expression. We earnestly commend the work to 
the patronage of all who feel an interest in the moral education of 
tibe young. 
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Art. VII. 

Analogy between the Present State and the Future, 

Our views, on this interesting topic, have been so well 
presented and argued by others, in lormer volumes of this 
publication, that we should be obliged to repeat much of 
what they have said, were we to go over the whole ground. 
We shall, therefore, devote a large part of our labor, here, 
to the general principles involved in the subject, and to 
some incidental questions that have been associated with 
it ; contenting ourselves with a briefer statement, when we 
come to the central points in the case. For a more thor- 
ough illustration of these, it will be suflScient to refer to the 
articles in which the work has already been done, with so 
much ability and completeness. 

Perhaps the term, analogy, has incurred some odium, 
in the controversies that have risen on the subject. Still, 
it seems expedient to retain it, here ; because that, whether 
it be the best word that could be chosen for the purpose, or 
not, it has been so commonly employed in this connection, 
as to have become familiar to our readers, in the general 
purport at least that we have in mind. Its particular use, 
too, has been already explained, ^ as carefully, perhaps, as 
we should be likely to define that of any other term, were 
we to select anew. 

A few words, however, to guard against hasty misap- 
prehensions, may not be out of place. By analogy, we 
mean, here, not any merely casual resemblance between 
the two states of our existence, but the action of some prin- 
ciples and laws that must be common to both, such as are 
necessary to man in all possible circumstances, as a human 
being under the divine government It is important to 
mark this definition, at the outset, because it appears to 
have been sometimes overlooked. For a like reason, it 
may be well to observe, also, that analogy must not be 

I Universalist Quarterly, vol. iL Art xxii. pp. 255, 257. 
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confounded with sameness, or identity ; the term never be- 
ing used in this sense. We cannot say, for example, that 
a thing is analogous to itself ; though we might say, if we 
had occasion for a sheer tautology, that it is the same as 
itself, — identical with itself. Neither, according to com- 
mon usage, can we say that there is an analogy between 
things that are the exact counterpart of each other, — we 
mean in those particular respects in which they are fac-sim- 
iles, — as between two houses built on one plan, and out 
of one material. It is a more distant relation that is ex- 
pressed by the term. When we say there is an analogy, 
for instance, between truth and light, nobody understands 
us to mean, either that they are identical, or that they are 
alike in their details : that truth is a physical substance, as 
light is supposed to be ; that it moves through space at 
the rate of two hundred thousands of miles a second ; that 
it passes through glass, and not through boards ; that it is 
reflected by mirrors, drawn to a focus by lenses, and sep- 
arated into rays of different colors by prisms, &c. And so, 
in any other case, in which there is analogy. The term 
itself implies, and is always understood to imply, that the 
subjects are different from each other, just as clearly as it 
asserts that they have some property or characteristic in 
common. And the proposition that there is an analogy 
between our future state and the present, is, in other words, 
simply this : that, together with a difference of circumstan- 
ces, and of modes of being, in the two, there still are some 
properties and laws of action common to our nature in 
both, and that the essential principles of the divine govern- 
ment are notchanged in passing from one to the other. 

Should we begin our inquiry into the general subject, 
with the bald question. Is there any analogy at all between 
our present state and the future ? we presume that every 
believer in another life, would answer, Yes. For, to doubt 
this, would be to question whether there be any positive 
connection whatsoever between this and our next existence ; 
whether our personal identity will remain ; indeed, wheth- 
er any element of our being will survive, as ours; in other 
words, whether it is we who shall live hereafter, ^we are 
to exist there, no matter in what mode, nor in what circum- 
stances, all that is really essential to our conscious being, 
together with all its primary laws, must, of course, pass 
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into the future state, and live and act there, under the same 
immutable principles of the divine government that oper- 
ate here. Though we may there lose many of the simply 
accidental peculiarities we have here acquired ; though we 
may be developed in different forms than at present ; and 
be subject to new influenC/Cs, and even to additional laws ; 
still, to say the very least, the ground-work of our person- 
ality and character must re-appear, the same in that world 
as now. All these intellectual and moral idiosyncrasies, 
which constitute us human creatures, and which distin- 
guish us from each other as individuals, must remain in 
active force ; or else the future state is not for us, but for 
some other beings in our stead ; in which case we neither 
have, nor shall we ever have, any concern with it, except 
in the way of curiosity, or of good-will towards that yet 
unknown race which is to enjoy it. 

There is an unguarded manner of talking, on this point, 
which might seem to imply that we are, strictly spesiking, 
to be created over again, hereafter ; that our present being, 
so far as respects its peculiar intellectual and moral organ- 
ism, is to be abolished or absorbed, and a new psycholog- 
ical constitution substituted in its place, without any seff- 
conscious, vital connection with the old ; that no element 
of the character which belongs to us will pass on from the 
present to the future ; that the series of personal develope- 
ments, begun here, is to be entirely cut off at death, and 
never to be resumed ; that the whole process of existence, 
thought, purpose, and feeling, will commence absolutely 
anew, independent of all previous growth, and of all influ- 
ences from the past; or, at all events, that such may be the 
case, for aught that we can judge of, to the contrary. We 
do not suppose, however, that this is actually what is 
meant ; because it would be too obviously absurd to call 
such a future state, ours. We should have no more con- 
nection with it, nor interest in it, than we have in the fu- 
ture state of the fairies, if there be such creatures. 

We see, then, that all which is essential to our nature, 
as persons, must be common to both states of our exis- 
tence. Now, this constitutes a very wide field of analogy, 
in the case. Some of this field is doubtless beyond the 
reach of our ken, since we do not know all that is essen- 
tial to our nature ; but some of it, also, lies within the 



116 Anaiogy between the Present [Aprils 

sphere of our consciousness, as distinctly as any thing else 
does. And so much we may properly take as premises, 
from which to reason, and draw conclusions. To all this, 
we must add whatsoever we know of the immutable prin- 
ciples of the divine government ; for as these never change, 
they are the same hereafter as here. In these two classes, 
then, of primary elements, human and divine, we have the 
groimds of analogy, from which w^e may, to a certain ex- 
tent, make rational deductions. Indeed, wheresoever we 
recognize an analogy, we cannot avoid reasoning from it, 
after some fashion, if it once engages our attention. All 
men, who believe in their own future existence, do thus 
reason upon it. A very large part of their ideas respecting 
that state, are formed in this way. No one can wholly 
shut out the suggestions that flow in from this quarter. 
We shall see, in the sequel, that even they who, in words, 
disclaim the method of analogical deductions on the sub- 
ject, do nevertheless employ it, as well as they who explic- 
itly avow it The chief difference between them, in this 
respect, is, that the former use analogy in determining a 
certain set of questions on the future state ; and the latter, 
in another set of questions, of the same general nature. 

The main subject of this article may be conveniently 
considered in two parts : 1. The difference, which the term 
analogy implies, between the two states ; and 2. The rela- 
tion it asserts in the case. 

But, before we proceed to the discussion of these, let us 
mark the limits that naturally belong to all analogical 
reasonings, when employed on this matter. It should be 
distinctly observed, that, under neither of the heads just 
named, can analogical reasoning lead us farther than to 
conclusions of a very general kind. Though founded on 
certain permanent principles, it can nevertheless deduce 
only their general operations ; it cannot fix the several sta- 
ges through which they will pass, nor follow them out to 
the particular forms in which they will successively result 
On the one hand, it cannot determine precisely the amount 
of changes that will distinguish the two states ; nor on the 
other, precisely the degree ofresemblance that will be pre- 
served. How far the person will be influenced by the cir- 
cumstances of his position, and how far by the forces of 
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his own mind and character; what new impulses will be 
given, with what power they will act upon him, and in 
what direction ; how susceptible he will be to the motives 
bearing upon him, and how vigorously his nature will 
spontaneously unfold itself by its own energies — these are 
questions which analogy cannot decide with much pre- 
cision. With respect to them, it can do little more than to 
dertermine that all the agencies of this kind, whatsoever 
they be, must work some effects, and that these effects must 
be such as agree with the laws of those agencies. So much 
however, it can determine with certainty. In other words, 
the general bearings alone can be ascertained. 

And here, it is important to remark, that such is also the 
case, when we reason from analogy on the developementof 
individual characters, in the present life. We know, for 
instance, that what a man is to-day, will help to make him 
what he will be to-morrow ; but, to what extent, we cannot 
positively decide. Neither can we tell what unforseen 
circumstances and motives will come in ; nor, were these 
even known, could we anticipate exactly how they will 
combine with his previous tendencies and existing con- 
dition, to give his mind a new turn. The acting forces 
are infinitely too complex to be calculated in detail. And 
yet, nothing is more certain than that we can draw some 
conclusions from them ; for example, that his present char- 
acter will, somehow, affect his character for the rest of his 
life. The influence of the former is one of the elements — 
only one indeed, but a very powerful one — ^that will go to 
make up the latter. It may be overborne, it may be grad- 
ually transmuted, by a multitude of other elements ; but 
there it is, nevertheless, performing its part among them, 
and making the result different than it would otherwise be. 
We know, too, that, as a general rule at least, the conse- 
quences will, for a considerable period, hold on in their 
original direction, and continue to be good or evil, accord- 
ingly as the man's habits are now right or wrong. Never, 
indeed, do their tendencies wholly change around, in a 
single instant This is a work only to be accomplished by 
degrees. It might seem, at a cursory glance, that so much 
uncertainty rests on the developement of human character, 
as to involve the whole subject in darkness, and to set all 
reasoning at defiance. But it must be observed, that the 

10« 
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uncertainty rests only on the particular steps in the process, 
not on the permanent laws by which it is evolved. Noth- 
ing could be more absurd than to argue, from our igno- 
rance of the former, that we are also ignorant of the latter. 
What should we think of one who should seriously con- 
tend that we can form no rational judgement of ihe gen- 
eral bearings which moral principles have on subsequent 
life ! we mean, in the present world. 

Keeping in view, then, the proper limits of analogical 
reasoning^ in this matter, we may proceed to see how far 
it can be applied to the future, under the divisions in which 
we have proposed to consider the subject. 

1. That there is a great difference in circumstances, and 
in the modes of being, between the two states, needs not be 
proved to any one who receives the Scriptures as authori- 
tative. The disclosures which they make of the future 
life, though but few, leave no room for doubt on this point, 
notwithstanding the diverse interpretations given of partic- 
ular passages. It is not our business, in this article, to en- 
ter into the controversy respecting the meaning of those 
passages ; we take only the general and unquestioned Bib- 
lical fact, of a spiritual instead of a fleshly existence, here- 
after, or of a resurrection to incorruption and immortality. 
Now, reasoning from analogy, we should conclude that 
this will materially affect the developement of our character. 
We know that changes of circumstances, and especially of 
constitution, though comparatively trivial, have an influ- 
ence, here, on the intellectual, moral, and religious nature 
of man ; and why not the far greater change, hereafter ? 
It would be absurd to say that we cannot carry such an 
inference across the gulf from the present to the future, on 
account of the acknowledged difference of circumstances 
that intervenes ; for, this argument would presuppose that 
the very cause which affects us, (namely, the change of 
circumstances,) may be the cause to prevent its affecting 
us ; or, that our characters may be so changed as to be al- 
together b^ond its reach, and still be not changed at all. 
It is one of the primary laws of our nature, that we are 
susceptible of influences from without us, and that these 
operate as motives to modify our character in some way. If 
we yield to them, they of course leave their impression up- 
on us ; if we resist them, the effort works with no less force 
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on our minds,-— only in a different direction. So long as 
this remains the law of human nature, any important 
change in circumstances, and especially in the mode of our 
being, will somehow affect the nature of the person him- 
self. Indeed, we cannot conceive of such a creature as 
man, so perfectly isolated in his being, so completely shut 
up within himself, and hermetically sealed, as it were, 
against all external relations, that the world in which he 
exists, be it the present or the future, should have no influ- 
ence upon him. Even the isolation itself, were it possible, 
would make him altogether a different creature than he is, 
since it would destroy his susceptibilities, and the thousand- 
fold agencies which they exert, together with their results. 

The change, then, which death must introduce in his ex- 
ternal condition, cannot, according to the nature of the case, 
fail of having some important influence on the develope- 
ment of his character. This point, however, has been so 
clearly illustrated in a former article, by another hand, that 
we can do littie more than to refer to it, for a satisfactory 
exhibition of the fact * It appears to us unreasonable to 
represent death, or the change of worlds, as but a simple 
transition, if we mean that it is attended by no disenthrall- 
ment of our spiritual powers from the domination of our 
mortal senses, or if we imply that such a liberation will be 
followed by no moral effects. The implication is obviously 
inconsistent with every principle of analogy, and with all 
that we know either of'^the laws, or of the actual workings, 
of the human mind. Account for it as we please, it is mat- 
ter of fact, that there is hardly any change whatsoever of 
our exterior condition, which does not have some bearing 
on our developement And, in the case before us, there is 
an almost totad shifting of circumstances, — one that is far 
greater, at least, than any that befalls us in this life ; must 
not its internal consequences be proportioned to its mag- 
nitude ? 

Here, however, we must be careful to distinguish the 
point on which alone those consequences can bear. It is 

2 Universaliflt Quarterly, Vol. iii. Art xxviiL particularly pp. 398 — 
405, gives the most complete and satisfactory exposition we have ever 
seen of this part of our subject, Vol. ii. Art iv. pp. 50, 51, also presents 
an important consideration with regard to the vUimatt result of all the 
sin which divine providence here permits. 
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not that they will set aside the laws of our nature ; but 
simply that they will affect the operation of them. It is 
not that they will make us morally better, without any vol- 
untary and purposed action of our own, (for this would be 
a violation of those laws ;) but only that they will give some 
impulses to our activity in this respect It would be an 
enormous blunder to confound virtue, or holiness, with 
mere physical change, such as death, or to suppose it the 
immediate product of any possible combination of circum- 
stances, such as attends that event It can be produced 
only through the workings of the will and affections ; which 
may indeed be gradually wrought upon by circumstances. 
It should be distinctly observed, of the brief illustration 
we have attempted, and of the more thorough one referred to, 
that neither goes on the absurd ground that death, with its 
accompanying change of condition, is itself a change of our 
moral character, or that it can produce such a transmuta- 
tion simultaneously, or in any way but as occasioning cer- 
tain processes of our voluntary agency, — in one word, 
that it can strip off our sinfulness, as we strip off the husks 
from an ear of corn. Whatever value the argument has, it 
rests only on the principle that the transition, from the cor- 
poreal to the incorporeal state, will loosen the hold of our 
fleshly affections, and that the new circumstances and in- 
fluences, hereafter, will furnish new incentives to spiritual' 
advancement ; our moral nature still continuing to operate, 
under them, according to its own laws. This leads us to 
consider the second division of our subject 

2. Were it the case, as is implied by more than one 
hypothesis, that man is but a creature of circumstances, 
and his mind but the combined action of them, as music is 
the harmony of sounds, which have no abiding existence, 
— then, indeed, his character would, at once, be wholly 
shifted, on a total shift of circumstances, so as to begin 
absolutely anew ; just as a new tune comes by a new com- 
bination of notes, without any connection with former airs. 
But man is a substantive agent, by himself; his mind is a 
living personality, instinct with power, and having its own 
centre of action, as well as its own laws. It is separate 
from circumstances, underlays them, and controls them 
at the same time that it is influenced by them. Through 
all external changes, it continues a distinct element ; how- 
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soever influenced by them, it still runs on, with its active 
forces at work according to its own nature, — like a broad 
river flowing through darkness and sunshine, in pure or 
turbid currents, through meadows and quicksands, now in 
a smooth channel, and now over cataracts ; but itself never 
lost, and never precisely what it would be, but for what it 
has been in some other stage of its descent. No really en- 
tire change is possible with man, while this personal ele- 
ment continues, — no utter annihilation of all its previous 
tendencies ; for it is itself one of the agencies that work 
out the result, in every successive stage of its progress. 
At any given moment, the action of its vital forces must be 
produced by what itself is, at that moment, as well as by 
the extraneous causes then operating upon it ; and what 
it is, is just what it has grown to be. , Alter it has once be- 
gun to put forth its activities, each succeeding step com- 
municates with the next, and modifies it 

Take man at the instant he -enters on the future state ; 
what do we necessarily find in him, of his former self? 
The same being, the same individual person ; though on 
the pointofbeginningto act under new influences. Though 
less encumbered, perhaps, than before, here is the same na- 
ture, stifl, with its idiosyncrasies. So much of the ele- 
ments in the case, is necessarily the same ; so much of the 
agencies then about to operate, comes from the past, and 
receives its direction from the past. How is it with his 
moral charaqter ? we mean, at the instant in question. If 
he has any sin, or holiness, it must be substantially that 
which he has brought with him from the preceding state ; 
for, both sin and holiness are the immediate results of per- 
sonal acts ; and he has not yet acted in his new state, 
though he is about to act there. For the same reason, if 
he has neither, it must be because he had none before. 
And then, as to his previous growth, both intellectual and 
moral ; what has this to do with him in the state he is en- 
tering ? Unless the universal chain of causes and eflects 
is entirely cut off*, at death, whatsoever he has become, up 
to this event, must influence the character which he now 
has, so as to make it different than it would otherwise be. 
Just how it will, affect him, in subsequent stages of his de- 
velopement, amidst the multitude of other influences, we 
may not be able so positively to determine ; but the gene- 
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ral fact itself appears to be certain. Character is not as a 
garment that one may wrap over us, or strip off from us, 
without our own agency. It is integral with ourselves ; it 
is the product of our mental growth ; the result of a volun- 
tary process of developement. Circumstances and influ- 
ences may hasten or retard this developement, or be the oc- 
casion ot its taking a new direction ; but it is a process^ 
still ; an internal, not an external one ; having its immediate 
cause in our will. 

Having thus pointed out what we deem the general 
principle of the case, we refer, as under the former head, 
to the work of another, whose clear, forcible and thorough 
exposition, saves us the labor of pursuing the subject into 
details.^ It is important, however, to remark, that the 
ground, occupied by the foregoing statement, will be found 
to leave room for any new revelations that may be given 
in the future world, and for all kinds of influences that may 
operate, there, on the individual, and even for all changes of 
his character that may be made consistently with the laws 
of his nature, and with the action of moral principles. 
These we have supposed to be eternal ; for were they set 
aside, the identity, both of the creature and of those princi- 
ples, would be destroyed. We should greatly mistake the 
purport of our argument, were we to infer that, because 
our present developement will influence the future, it must 
therefore influence it in but one direction straight on through 
eternity. Such a supposition would be against all analogy, 

3 Universalist Quarterly, Vol. ii. Art. xxii. pp. 255 — ^278. We take 
this opportunity to express our admiration of die ability with which this 
part of our subject is discussed, in the pages noted by the reference, 
we do not refer to the introductory pages of that article ; because we 
do not, perhaps, understand what is there said of the respective offices 
of Reason and Revelation. When once convinced that we have, in the 
Scriptures, a revelation from God on any point, we mean in the com- 
mon sense of that phrase, the authority of that revelation is, of, course, 
the authority of God to us ; and consequently paramount to every other. 
The truth revealed is a^acf, established with us, and takes its place with 
other facts, which reason must receive as the rfato, from whicn it infers 
its conclusions, — not as hypothetical propositions, which still need to 
be verified. But if, on the other hand, the term, revelation, be used 
ambiguously — if it be meant that there is no other revelation than the 
action of our speculative reason, it is absurd to distinguish the two. 
Nothing is more prolific of inextricable entanglements, than an attempt 
to reason by means of a dovhlt-eniendre. 
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as we have shown. Oar tendencies, though always con- 
secutive, are perpetually swerving from their previous 
course, now diverging, now returning, now deviating still 
more widely, and not seldom changing by degrees around 
to the very opposite direction. Evil itself, under the con- 
trolling economy of divine Providence, results eventually 
in good. We have sometimes heard it represented, in a 
stiff, machine-like way, that if any disadvantage attend us, 
hereafter, it must there operate forever as a disadvantage, 
keeping us so far back, eternally, from the stage we should 
otherwise attain. If two individuals, it is said, begin the 
future state, the one in advance of the other, they must for- 
ever continue just so many degrees apart ; as if they were 
to be fixed in an iron frame, and to progress only by the 
movement of the frame onwards. This may be very good 
mechanics ; it is not psychology. But let us return. 

To us, the supposal of no intellectual and moral connec- 
tion of the present with the future is so incongruous with 
all our forms of thought, that we never could bring it dis- 
tinctly before us, and still retain the idea of another exis- 
tence for ourselves. We do not know, indeed, that any one 
entertains the supposition, fully to this extent ; but is it not 
sometimes implied, at least in a negative way ? Let us 
not, however, be understood to impute it to others, in the 
form, perhaps exaggerated, in which we are accustomed to 
contrast it with the views we have offered. That death is a 
non-conducting medium, as it were, through which no in- 
fluence whatever can pass from this world ; that all our 
personal developments perish there ; that God's dealings 
with us, here, in providence and even in the work of re- 
demption, are absolutelv shut up within the present life, 
and have no effect or re^rence beyond ; that all the joys 
and sorrows, through which we are disciplined, bear no 
fruit but what we gather here, and that the seeds of this 
have no second growth ; that the last hours of our agony, 
and so many other sufferings, are but waste pain ; that our 
characters, good or bad, the product of so much toil, die 
utterly and forever, with our bodies, — all this is so abhor- 
rent to our very nature, that we would give but little for a 
future being, under these annihilating conditions. Say, 
that what remains of us, will be clothed with inconceivable 
glory ; still, so much of ourselves is taken away, that the 
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glory can hardly be regarded as ours, more than that of 
some other creature in our stead. More desirable to us 
would it be, that our existence should go on, with its char- 
acteristic properties to be regulated by continuous laws, 
even at the expense of some imperfection for a while, than 
to have it utterly broken asunder, cut off from all sympathy 
with our present being, stripped of all that is dear in our 
experience and growth, and resolved back again into its 
primitive elements. It is on the same general ground, 
that we would prefer another life, with some evil, to the 
horrible blank of annihilation. 

If our reasoning, however, be correct, there must be an 
intimate and vital connection between the two states : the 
present communicating moral as well as intellectual ele- 
ments to the future, to be there modified under new influ- 
ences. To sum up the whole in few words, — there are 
two sets of agencies, which, from the nature of the case, we 
must recognize in the future ; one of them, the same essen- 
tially as at present, namely, the inherent powers and qual- 
ities of the individual's own being, such as it has become ; 
the other, different, namely, the new circumstances and in- 
fluences that will bear on those properties. We say, these 
two sets of agencies ; but, then, both of them must work 
under the same immutable principles of the divine govern- 
ment that operate here. 

We can hardly suppose the objection will now be made, 
that we set up the evidence of analogy against the Scrip- 
tures ; for, we neither know of a passage, or a doctrine, of 
the Bible, which interferes with our conclusions, nor have 
we ever heard, or seen, one alleged directly in support 
of such a charge. Were there anything of the kind, we 
readily grant that it would be decisive against our ar- 
gument, either in whole or in part In that case, even 
analogy itself, if loyal to revelation, must take the reveal- 
ed fact as one of the unquestionable points, in its premises, 
and deduce its inferences accordingly. 

A more plausible appeal against us, however, may per- 
haps be made, under the form of an enquiry, whether we 
ore not adding to the inspired doctrine, and attempting to 
** fill up that which is lacking in it," by means of analogy. 
To this, we should answer. In no other sense, than as all be- 
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lievers in revelation do so, and are obliged to do so, on ev- 
ery general topic. We respect the motives of the enquirers ; 
but the question seems to arise from an oversight of the char- 
acter of the inspired testimony, or rather of all language, 
written or spoken. This is always supposed to be address- 
ed to rational creatures, who, as such, have already forms 
of thought, by which one idea, when suggested, calls up a 
multitude of others around it, and who, when informed of 
a general fact, will of themselves analyze it, to a certain ex- 
tent, and place it in natural relations, unless otherwise in- 
structed. We have been told, for instance, of such a city 
as London, that there is an immense number of houses and 
people there. But nobody has, as yet, thought it needful 
to tell us, explicidy, that those houses and people are anal- 
ogous to such as we have seen, here ; that the former are 
built of physical substances, of the nature of other matter, 
with something to stand on, &c. ; and that the latter have 
skin, flesh and blood, and souls, &c. All these, and a 
thousand other, particulars, not expressed, we are expected 
to supply from analogy. Any important deviation from 
this rule, is usually specified ; — as, the strikingly peculiar 
customs among the Londoners, or the malformation of feet 
among the Chinese. To say nothing of the grounds on 
which we affix any meaning whatsoever to terms ; were 
we to allow no ideas to be suggested beyond the bare 
verbal statement, we should have but a dead, skeleton-no- 
tion of its import, even in case of the most elaborate and 
exhaustive description. To describe elaborately, howev- 
er, and in detail, is not the method of the Scriptures. What- 
soever the subject, they usually announce but the leading 
facts, or perhaps give only some significant feature, and 
leave the rest to be filled up by suggestion. When they 
treat of our future existence, they presuppose that we have 
some conception of what is naturally implied by existence ; 
some notion of its adjuncts and correlatives, — of the pecu- 
liarities that belong to the existence of man, as distinguish- 
ed from other creatures, and to that of ourselves, as distin- 
guished from other individuals of our race. They pre- 
suppose, on our part, a multitude of analogical ideas, which 
are associated in our minds, with the given fact ; and there- 
fore, they enter into no details, except such as are impor* 
tant to be known, and still are not likely to be otherwise 
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snggested to us. They do not assert, that man will, here* 
after, continue to be but a finite creature, as he is now ; 
shall we, therefore, abnegate all judgement on that point, 
lest we add to their doctrine ? Thev do not assert that h^ 
will there retain his identity, his sel^consciousness, nor his 
memory, nor that he will have any character at all, nor that 
he will preserve his reason. Nor was it necessary that they 
should go into the endless task of enumerating such par- 
ticulars, when they had once given us assurance of his fu- 
ture being, under the conditions which they do specify. 
And to us it appears, that the general conclusions we have 
drawn from analogy, are but those which the mind natur- 
ally associates wdth the Scripture doctrine of immortality, 
and which would always gather around it, were they not 
argued away, in accommodation to some special hypoth- 
esis. We have, indeed, attempted to verify them, by such 
an analytical course of enquiry as the mind does not ordi- 
narily pursue, on this or on any other subject ; but every one 
will distinguish between the method of proof, and the ideas 
themselves. 

We have said that even they who disclaim analogical 
deductions concerning the future state, do nevertheless use 
them. Passing over the notions which they, in common 
with others, entertain, that man will be but finite there, that 
he will exist as an individual, and not as a syncretism of 
the whole race, that he will preserve his personal identity, 
that he will have thoughts, desires, a will, &c., — all which 
inferences are from analogy ; do they not contend that man- 
kind will be happy, hereafter? Whence do they so confi- 
dently derive this conclusion ? Not from any express as- 
sertion in the Scriptures, that we recollect We may be 
told. It is the necessary inference, however, from what they 
do assert, namely, that man will be equal to the angels, be 
the children of God, incorruptible, in a spiritual body, that 
all will be subdued to God, &c. But how do we know 
that these conditions will, hereafter, produce happiness ? 
They would, indeed, be attended with that effect, should the 
nature of things remain the same as in the present world ; 
but the question now is, of the next world, which is sup- 
posed to be so different, that we cannot reason to it, by 
analogy with any thing here. If it would not seem like 
retorting, we should say, Bring us nothing but explicit 
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declarations of Scripture ! It maybe replied that reason it- 
self determines the case, on the given premises. Indeed ! 
but, on the grounds we are examining, what has reason to 
do with a future state ? can it "go beyond the word of the 
Lord ?" Suppose, now, that we should rigorously follow 
out, on this point, the exhaustive process of ignoring, which 
is sometimes pursued on other rational deductions con- 
cerning our subject, it would be easy to negative away the 
last vestige of proof. And so, on other points, too numer- 
ous to be mentioned. How confidently is it said, that- if 
men be sinners, hereafter, they must be miserable ; if right- 
eous, happy. Such is, indeed, the case, here ; but we in- 
fer it of the future, only by analogy, not from any direct 
testimony of the Scriptures. Nevertheless, it cannot, we 
think, be properly called an addition to their doctrine, — 
certainly not, in any bad sense ; nor can any thing else, 
which is analogically involved in all that they explicit- 
ly declare. The truth is, that, for reasons already stated, 
we are obliged continually to fall back on the general 
grounds of analogy, in order to take in the import of lan- 
guage, and to recognise the principles involved in any dis- 
course. In most cases, we do this as unconsciously as we 
supply an ellipsis in a sentence. 

It would be too much, perhaps, to expect that our argu- 
ment will be entirely satisfactory to all, with whom we 
should be glad to agree. Perhaps a perfect sameness of 
opinion, concerning the conditions in which we enter the 
future state, is not to be looked for. Generally speaking, 
too vehement an eagerness to secure unanimity on such 
points, only provokes to diversity. Nor can we flatter our^ 
selves, that our several illustrations, embracing so many 
secondary questions as they do, are in every respect fault- 
less. The general scope, alone, is what we regard as of 
much consequence. Even this, we are aware, is not, in its 
purely theological aspects, so essentially different from the 
lorms of representation that have been current among us, 
as might at first thought be supposed. To us it seems to 
lay open the rational ground ot connecting the present with 
the future, in accordance with the Scripture cioctrine, and 
at the same time to avoid certain absurdities, of a moral 
and psychological nature, which we think are involved in 
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other expositions. On this account, chiefly, do we esteem 
it ; not as a fundamental article of religious faith. It would 
gratify us, to see the general subject wrought over again, 
by a more patient and exhaustive process, and any errors, 
into which we may have fallen, detected, as well as the de- 
fidences that we have left, supplied. h. bJ^- 
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1, The Life and Correspondence of John Foster. Edited by J. E. 
Ryland. With Notices of Mr. Foster, as a Preacher and a Companioiiy 
by John Sheppard, author of Thoughts on Devotion, etc. etc New 
York : Wiley & Putnam, 161 Broadway. 1846. 2 vols. 12mo. 

2. Review of John Foster's Life and Correspondence. By Rev. 
George B. Cheever. In the Biblical Repository, for January, 1&47. 

The first-named volumes give us the most real form of 
biography that can be obtained. They do not simply teU 
us where the subject of them was born and dwelt, how he 
dressed, and what he ate, and how he acted ; but they lift 
the veil that hides the heart. The events of every brief 
period are followed by the letters written during that pe- 
riod — letters which are singularly suggestive of what the 
man was, that really anatomize his moral being, and re- 
veal the mental struggles, the self-conflicts, which made 
life full as much " a battle " as " a march ; " — letters 
written in aU the varieties of moods to which the mind 
of the writer was subject ; and, like the turning of a pre- 
cious stone, new combinations of the primitive colors 
flash out upon the sight at every change. This is a form 
of biography which, we trust, will become popular ; for 
letters written for one eye, are not the cramped and arti- 
ficial things which Essays must necessarily be, that are 
worked out, and elaborately retouched, in mortal fear of 
criticism and the Reviews. 

Till these volumes appeared, John Foster was known 
to us only through his Essays, his contributions to the 
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Eolectic Review, and some reports of Lectures. From 
these we had drawn a vastly different opinion of the real 
man — the living, breathing, and feeling thing, that moves 
the wires for the author — than is brought before us at 
once by his Correspondence. His style had much to do 
with this, possessing no flexibility, to give play to the 
really fine sympathies of the man. Dr. Chalmers was 
once asked, " What is John Foster doing ? " " Why, 
sir, he is thinking, bs intensely as ever he cafi, at the rate 
of about a sentence a week." Such fastidious precision 
does much for the redemption of language from abuse, 
and brings the reader to drink from the " well of English 
undefiled; " but it moulds and hardens the real substance 
so much as to make the literary effort like the ancient 
Briton's armor, — ponderous and impressive, but allowing 
the owner to reveal scarcely any other attribute- than 
strength. 

With this fact distinctly before every intelligent reader, 
the correspondence of Foster is made, by some of our 
theologians, to contradict his practical writings ; and so 
this grand mechanism of mind, that was once so impres- 
sive in its operations, must now be less regarded, because 
" a screw is loose sometohereJ^ But why is this ? The 
simple answer is, — John Foster's letters reveal that he 
rejected, as at variance with every rational thought of 
God, the idea of endless punishment, and argued the case 
with all the vigor of his great mind. Religious prejudice 
warps the criticism ; and, in order to promote a mere party 
purpose, the defective orthodoxy is attributed, in the face 
of candor, to a defective religious experience ! This is 
the dogmatist's method of dealing. Error in the humble 
mind, is the result of ignorance, or inborn depravity ; but 
in the great, it is the result of a defective religious expe- 
rience. The idea, that a true virtue or holiness can exist 
under any other than their own received form, seems 
never to be entertained by these sapient critics. But " the 
wise shall be taken in their own craftiness ; " for reflecting 
men will ask, — Why was the piety impugned, rather 
than the argument ? Why attempt to prove the religious 
experience defective, rather than the reasoning? That 
which is now deemed a matter of dishonor, will yet be 
quoted to the praise of John Foster. It has been left for 
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Rev. Dr. Cheever, to take that view of this great mind 
which only religious bigotry could incline any one to 
take, by which every thing available is tortured into some- 
thing suspicious, respecting the sanity of the intellect, or 
the genuineness of religious experience. The same con- 
fessions and lamentations, which in other cases would be 
lauded as proofs of humility and Christian abasement, are 
here treated as evidence of defects in the character, and 
mournful errors of life. Not long since, a review was 
published of a good man's life, whose orthodoxy was un- 
questioned, and what was the treatment of confessions of 
a far more fearful character than any which Foster, in his 
gloomiest or saddest mood, ever made ? In the letters of 
that divine, were confessions of fierce struggles with doubt 
and unbelief; and boldly was it said, by the author, that 
he had arguments and questions against Christianity, in 
comparison with which all that was ever published was 
as nothing ! Much of this and the like, was quoted in the 
review ; and what was said of it ? Why, the divine in 
question was a strong advocate of eternal misery, and 
therefore these arguments and questions, which seemed so 
formidable, were attributed to the agency of Satan, in 
tempting the good man's soul ! It seemed strange to me, 
that Satan should have suggested to such a person argu- 
ments and questions against Christianity, in comparison 
with which all published attacli;^ upon the foundations of 
faith were as nothing! The cunning and wisdom at- 
tributed to this personage, would lead us to expect that 
he would get these arguments and questions published. 
But the devil is forgotten, when Foster is criticised ; which 
seems to imply, that the denial of the truth of endless sin 
and misery, is not presumed to be a suggestion of Satan's ; 
for if so, how easily could the unbelief of Foster be ac- 
counted for, as the unbelief of the other great mind ! 

Dr. Cheever might have found an easier method than 
he has adopted, hinted in the good lady's remark ; — 
a brother had renounced Trinitarianism, but no change in 
the goodness of his character could be insinuated ; and, 
therefore, she was asked how she got along with that ? 
" O," was the reply, — " Satan is so sure of him, because 
of his erroneous creed, that he takes no trouble to corrupt 
his morals." An ingenious evasion ! though certainly im- 
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plying, that a rejection of the " essential " Trinity, does 
not positively involve a deterioration of moral character, 
and that it is easier for Satan to affect the faith in that 
doctrine, than to corrupt the man. 

Dr. Cheever, in announcing his purpose, in his review 
of Foster's Life and Correspondence, says, — " We use 
the freedom of those who have followed Foster's intellect 
as a guiding star ; who well remember the time when, as 
if some gorgeous angel had come to them to lead them 
on in paths of truth never before opened, they remained 
spell-bound, by the grandeur of the vision. And now, if 
the same angel beckons them on towards a tract of error, 
they are right, if they scrutinize most severely the ele- 
ments of an intellectual and spiritual developement, as- 
suming so unexpectedly such a direction ; elements, every 
one of which they were prepared, at one time, to lakcy 
even on trtisl, as well nigh perfecU^ This last expression 
admits much ; it is an admission, that the impression of 
Foster's writings, and all that report and rumor had 
brought concerning him, united to assure the admirer of 
his genius, that a beautiful unity of heart and intellect, 
gave to his character an exaltation well nigh the highest. 
But what has given the " unexpected " turn, the " devel- 
opement," that staggers trust, and bids the bewildered 
look about for evidence of " a defective religious expe- 
rience ? " Simply the avowal that he does not unite with 
the popular church on thfe point of endless punishment ! 
This casts a shadow where all so late was light And 
yet, as if contradiction was an inevitable element of the 
reasonings of such critics, it is said, that had Foster been 
consulted in respect to the publication of the letter in 
which he argues against endless punishment, he would 
probably have requested it to be consumed ! Why state 
this, and then argue as if that letter was a part of his real 
being? Does the Dr. mean to imply only that Foster 
would have imitated the many preachers, whom he knew, 
who kept from publishing their cherished disbelief in the 
popular doctrine ? Would he have us regard him as in- 
clined to moral cowardice ? He is an intellectual coward, 
who shrinks from following thought to its legitimate con- 
clusions, who is ever " halting between two opinions," for- 
getting the homage due to truth, by the exercise of a 
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miserable expediency, in attempting to keep on the '< safe 
side." He degrades God, by the idea that to use reason 
in the freest manner may endanger the eternal well-being 
of the soul. He slights and contemns the great lesson of 
the Master in the parable of the Talents. Moral cowardice 
is a shrinking from the avowal of conclusions carefuUy 
and legitimately drawn and entertained. It prevents con- 
viction from hnding utterance and being propagated. 
The light goes out under a bushel. John Foster belonged 
to neither of these classes of cowards. 

Let us look into his Life and Correspondence, and 
mark the qualities of his character as there revealed, noting 
whether it was in a light and unthinking manner that he 
avowed disbelief in endless punishment, and what is the 
character of the argument he adduces to justify this rejec- 
tion of an " essential " in the popular creed. 

John Foster was born in 1770. Both his parents are 
said to have been persons of good minds, decided piety, 
and excellent in their intellectual tastes and judgment, 
well capable of instructing their sons in the right use of 
means for solid attainments. The eldest, John, was from 
the earliest period marked by great thoughtfulness, and so 
mature seemed the judgment he was wont to pronounce 
on things and events, that he was termed " old-fashioned." 
As early as in his twelfth year, he had " a painful sense 
of an awkward, but entire individuality," as he himself 
recorded. The gravity of his parents, who were wanting 
in that peculiar communicativeness and sympathy which 
can alone keep alive the heart of childhood, continually 
promoted the growth of his love of abstraction. He min- 
gled not in the usual sports of childhood, and was that 
serious thing — painful at times to behold, because so out 
of the usual order of nature — a too exclusively thought- 
ful child. Timidity, so deep-felt as to be styled " an infi- 
nite shyness," characterized his feelings and manners. 
With, antipathies strong, but never malicious, his associa- 
tions were always intensely vivid, so powerful and often 
domineering was his imagination. Awful and terrific 
things met with, in reading, would afterwards haunt him, 
and " the time of going to bed was an awful season of 
each day," as he confesses. His reading powerfully im- 
pressed him, especially that which dealt with the super- 
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natural world. Even some words had a strange fascina- 
tion over him, and their sound was as potent as the 
witchery attributed to a fairy's wand. His indifference to 
society seemed only to give strength to his sensibilities in 
conmiunion with nature. The grand and beautiful had 
great influence over his imagination, and nothing was too 
minute among the tiny forms of vegetation, to fail of 
awakening sentiment and feeling. His susceptibility is 
well seen in the fact, that he could not bear to shorten the 
brief life of a flower, by plucking it, but chose to carry it 
home only in his mind. He was keenly sensitive to " the 
skyey influences," and often remarked on the value taken 
from time by inclement weather. Mournful and solemn 
music had great attraction for him, and whatever pleased 
him he was never tired of hearing repeated. How much 
is suggested in the single record, that " his favorite instru- 
ment was the organ." 

To the filial affections he was faithful, uniformly so, 
notwithstanding the youthful heart was checked in the 
exercise of its freedom, by the undue gravity of his 
parents. He early began to assist them in weaving, and 
worked, till his fourteenth year, at spinning wool at the 
hand-wheel. For three years afterwards, he wove lastings 
and such fabrics ; but, at this time, he felt a constant dis- 
inclination to the employment, possessed by a presenti- 
ment that it was not his sphere. He felt like " a foreigner 
in the place," and was painfully oppressed by 9. want of 
companionship or intellectual sympathy. When, under 
these circumstances, his work was subjected to severe in- 
spection, and found fault with, he turned away his head, 
and quietly submitted to the ordeal. Studiousness was 
the marked trait in his character. 

The influences of domestic piety were constantly around 
him. His parents' house was a constant resort for the de- 
vout, and a meeting was weekly held there for religions 
exercises. A petition in his behalf never failed to be 
lifted to the Throne ; and, when just passed his seven- 
teenth year, he united with a Baptist church. His pastor 
and others urged him to prepare for the ministry, and to 
such a preparation he was "set apart" by a special re- 
ligious service. At that time he aided his parents in their 
weaving, a part of the day, and the rest was given to the 
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most intense study. Whole nights were devoted lo read- 
ing and meditation ; for which purpose he selected a 
grove in his pastor's garden. The expenditure of great 
labor, with slow advancement, marked his course. A fa- 
vorite employment was selecting paragraphs from various 
writers, and attempting to remodel them into as many 
fbrnLs of expression as possible, — sitting with a hand on 
each knee, moving his body to and fro. This process he 
called pumping. He had a great aversion to certain words 
mad forms of speech in use by religious persons, and 
would expunge them by act of Parliament " We want 
to put a new faoe upon things," was frequently his re- 
mark. 

Such a mind could not be contented with the surface 
of things, and was well training itself for the Essays on 
** Decision of Character." On one occasion he started off 
suddenly, in a heavy shower, to look at a waterfall in the 
neighborhood, of which he had often heard; and on his 
return, said, — ^ I now understand the thing, and have got 
some ideas on the subject, with which I should not like to 
part" When determined to examine any thing, he could 
not be deterred from effecting his purpose. 

When he became a preacher, he was assiduous in visit- 
ing the cottages of the poor, endeavoring to encourage 
freedom in those whom he approached, that he might be 
welcomed as a friend and counsellor. The sick and aged 
received especial attention, and in addition to conversa- 
tion and prayer, it was his usual custom to read the 14dth 
Psalm. 

In his letters, during the period he was at college, he 
asks for the prayers of his pastor, — urges upon a friend, 
as he would urge also upon himself^ to make a noble use 
of time, — resolves upon cultivating intimate acquaintance 
with the Scriptures, rarely turning to any of the eight and 
twenty Commentaries at hand ; and is anxious, above all 
things, to cultivate a warm and growing piety. " That 
character is the most dignified which reflects the most 
lively image of the divine excellence. Heaven is the 
proper region of sublimity ; and the more we dwell there, 
the more we shall triumph in conscious grandeur of soul." 
He leaves the literary privileges of college, "firmly re- 
solved " that '< every scene into which he may be intro- 
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duced, shall witness him actively alive, in the cause of re- 
ligion and of God.^ 

We now find him a preacher, rigidly conscientious in 
condemning, in himself, an inclination to abstract thought 
and meditation, too often unproductive. He officiated at 
Newcastle and at Dublin ; at the former place but three 
months, and at the latter a year. " Nothing can be imag- 
ined less interesting than tfie Baptist society in Dublin.'* 
He found relief, by familiarity at a charity school, com- 
posed of girls, where he talked with familiar gaity, gave 
many rewards for learning, emd^daily read many amusing 
books. Solitary rambles and the indulgence of his love 
of nature, were his chief recreation. At this time, he had 
little respect for ecclesiastical formalities, and after not a 
little deliberation, he changed, as he expresses it, "very 
properly^ the cleric habit for a second edition of tail and 
colored clothes," and preached in this guise several times 
after his return to England, rfe confessed his sorrow 
that he was not at this time employed in preaching, be- 
cause of the " infinite value of religion." He would fain 
build a church and preach freely to all who would come. 

And nbw comes his first reference to his doctrinal opin- 
ion, by saying that the denomination of people with whom 
he had been conversant, had stronger causes of exception, 
than the color of the waistcoat ; — " my opinions have suf- 
fered some alteration. I have discarded, for instance, the 
doctrine of eternal punishments ; I can avow no opinion 
on the peculiar points of Calvinism, for I have none, nor 
see the possibility of forming one. I am no Socinian ; 
but I am in doubt between the orthodox and Arian doc- 
trines, not without some inclination to the latter. It is a 
subject for deliberate, perhaps long, investigation ; and I 
feel a sincerity which assures me that the issue, whatever 
it may be, must be safe. In this state of thought and 
feelings, I have just written to Mr. David, of Frome, re- 
questing to be informed whether there be, within his 
sphere of acquaintance, an Arian congregation in want of 
a preacher ; expressing to him, however, that * my prefer- 
ence of such a congregation does not arise from a conclu- 
sive coincidence of opinion, but from a convection that 
there only I can find the candor and scope which I de- 
sire.' " Now, up to this time, we find him an inveterate 
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thinker, elaborating every subject, and exercising a most 
commendable decision. The only " transition " was from 
one church to another, as preacher ; and his journal be- 
speaks a solemn earnestness towards all the great inter- 
ests of the soul. He hated " priestly consequence and 
ecclesiastical formalities," and a "black coat" he is deter- 
mined not to order, when he wants a new one. That this 
was not a mere caprice, is evident from his expression, in 
his letters, that he never has such freedom in speaking as 
in some humble place. 

And how does the confession, in respect to his opin- 
ions, strike the reader ? Does it breathe the true spirit of 
frankness, of that fervent desire to get at truth, which 
Christianity imperatively enjoins ? But how is this mat- 
ter treated by the critic who has made it his peculiar task 
to impeach the " religious experience " of Foster ? Dr. 
Cheever says, — " We find, amidst all his uncertainties, 
one sudden and posit^e declaration, 'J have discarded 
the doctrine of eternal punishments.^ He adds, ' I can 
avow no opinion on the peculiar points of Calvinism, for 
I have none, nor see the possibility of forming a satisfac- 
tory one.' The discarded doctrine seems to have been 
cashiered by Mr, Foster^ with about as little thoughtful in' 
vestigation, as if he had been laying aside an old coatP — 
Is this honest? — honest even according to the lowest 
code of morality ? Was there any thing in the whole in- 
tellectual character of the man, that can warrant the insin- 
uation ? Yet the indignity is deepened by what is added, 
that " the sudden announcement of this negative position 
is almost the only positive thing to be found in these three 
or four years of experience ! " What a contemptible thrust 
at an earnest and true mind ! " This announcement of 
opinion," Dr. Cheever continues, " has an abruptness, an 
isolation, a dislocation from every train of association and 
employment, which intimates a hasty prejudice, rather 
than a deliberately formed conviction. He seems to have 
discarded the clerical dress and the clerical doctrine with 
about the same independence and indifference ; but in 
neither case as an absolute conviction. If, however, his 
denial of this grand prominent feature in the Christian 
system, is to be traced back to this period, it is manifestly 
a denial not based upon any profound or protracted ex- 
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amination of the subject." Here is the point — the hinge 
on which turns the whole criticism. It is assumed with- 
out proof. It is taken for a party purpose, and the end 
projJbsed throws suspicion on the whole treatment of the 
subject. It reminds us of Dr. Barnes' statement in refer- 
ence to the common use of the Scripture by quotation, 
that if the passage was referred to, it would be found to 
pertain to any matter rather than that in support of which 
it was cited ! We find in Foster's letters a continual ref- 
erence to the importance of religious subjects, the duty of 
study, and the deepest self-reproach for not persevering in 
putting forth the greatest efforts for advancement ; and this 
too with a constitutional disposition to indulge in what he 
calls a " musing vagrancy." There is no evidence that 
such a doctrine as that which is deemed the " grand prom- 
inent feature of the Christian system," could have been 
otherwise than a matter of most profound thought. The 
vividness of his imagination, the strong and mighty power 
of association, the terrible visions that haunted him in youth, 
and made " the time of going to bed an awful season of 
each day," — all combined to render him a proper subject 
of deep impressions from the common administration of 
the doctrine of endless punishment. He was not a man to 
make such a request as he made to his friend at Frome, on 
a sudden impulse ; and that the discarding of the doctrine 
in question was not a momentary affair, is proved by his re- 
mark concerning the denomination with which he was con- 
versant, that they had but little fellowship with him on ac- 
count of his opinions. This shows his opinions were mat- 
ter of remark. It was on this account that he was led to 
express to his near and dear friend, Mr. Hughes, tvhat the 
changes in his opinions were. There is nothing sudden 
about the matter, nothing isolated, and certainly nothing 
like " a dislocation from every train of association, and 
employment," intimating " a hasty prejudice, rather than a 
deliberately formed conviction." How much worthier are 
the comments of a more philosophical and candid critic, 
— " Like all who indeed think, and who muse painfully 
upon the mysteries of the system in which they find them- 
selves placed, Foster early doubted concerning many things 
ordinarily held in his connection, to be true ; and some such 
points of belief he continued to reject to the last. He wan- 
voL. IV. 12 
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dered not, however, from the precincts of serious faith — 
faith in Christianity ; and no reader of the letters and jour- 
nal, can hesitate to admit that a deep and solemn convic- 
tion of the reality of things unseen and eternal — a convic- 
tion meekly submissive to the testimony of Scripture — 
possessed his mind and governed it. Besides that the 
high moral tone of his character, and the grandeur of 'his 
imagination, held him ever near to the radiant centre of 
truth, his mind wanted entirely the scientific rudiment, and 
therefore he was never in peril of scepticism. If he disbe- 
lieved some things which others believed, it was not from 
disbelief that he did so ; but rather from an overpowering 
belief — a vivid sense of certain truths which were seem- 
ingly incompatible with such and such articles of the or- 
thodox creed. There are men, and many such, who be- 
lieve every thing firmly, precisely because they believe 
nothing deeply. They doubt nothing, because they never 
ask themselves what their belief includes and imphes ; and 
if only they could, for a moment, get a glimpse of the inte- 
rior of a mind like Foster's — if they could creep into his 
bosom, they would come away bereft of a third of their 
* articles.' Foster believed, as superior natures in an up- 
per world believe ; and he, on earth, doubted, just where 
they in heaven, veil their faces with their wings." 

In broad contrast with this is Dr. Cheeve?s low com- 
parisons. " It is," he says, " as if we saw a Christian 
Diogenes in his tub. It is as if Job were before us on his 
dunghill, giving vent to the bitterness of a wounded spirit." 
" Aye ; and it was Satan by the road-side in Foster's own 
mind. And instead of a bold unhesitating appeal in an- 
swer to the Word of God, we hear again the hiss of the 
serpent !" " Perhaps," (Foster's remark,) " there is some 
pertinence in a suggestion which I recollect to have seen, 
in some old and nearly unknown book in favor of univer- 
sal restitution." Here is the real spirit of the critic, — the 
slightest thought of any pertinence being given to any sug- 
gestion in favor of Universalism, is " the hiss of the ser- 
pent" 

Dr. Cheever institutes a resemblance between what he 
calls the scepticism of the Psalmist and John Foster. In 
the 73d Psalm, he represents the writer as oppressed by 
the allowed prosperity of the wicked, and Ihe seeming 
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want of no adequate retribution ; he was brought back by- 
coming into the sanctuary, and there knowing what Grod 
would do in the eternal world. This is a gratuitous as- 
sertion, for what was there in the Jewish sanctuary, where 
" Moses was taught '' to teach the doctrine of future retri- 
bution ? By what rule of interpretation is " their end " 
made to mean " the eternal world ?" But hear what is 
said of Foster's scepticism : it was " as to the goodness of 
God because of his justice, because of the undeniable loom- 
ing up in the Christian system of the doctrine of Eternal 
Retribution /" .... " The Psalmist doubled of God's 
goodness /(?r want of retribution. John Foster doubted of 
God's goodness because of retribution. The Psalmist was 
made submissive and trustful by what he was assured 
would be in eternity ; but Foster was racked with distrust 
and doubt by what he feared would be in eternity. This 
does but attribute to Foster a sinful motive for his rejec- 
tion of the doctrine of endless punishment It is too fre- 
quently the fact, that the advocates of that doctrine can de- 
vine no other reason for doubting it, than a servile fear of 
its terror. May not their own weapon be turned against 
themselves, — may they not with equal force be told, that 
the fear of endless evil keeps them from questioning its 
truth, lest they be removed from the imagined " safe side*" 
Foster was profoundly impressed by this doctrine, not be- 
cause of its "justice," but its injustice — because it was so 
abhorrent to every principle of moral goodness — because 
it added to the awful mysteries of this life, the vision of an 
evil to which all the woe of earth is but as nothing. Ad- 
mit the idea of evil becoming a permanent element in the 
universe, and all things, from the nature of the Deity, to the 
condition of souls in any portion of the future, become 
changed in a moment. No manifestation of a perfect God 
can be anticipated, and that which now blights and blasts 
the moral creation, must be contemplated as somewhere 
still operating with increasing energy. On no part of the 
domains of the Almighty can be inscribed a vei'ification of 
the Scripture, , " Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." And we must lie down in our despair 
with the questions unanswered. How can the endless puu- 
ishment of sin, implying of course the perpetuation of sin, 
be a better manifestation of God's hatred towards sin, than 
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its utter expulsion from his universe ? Will this fulfil the 
promise of crushing the serpent's head ? 

All the force given to Dr. Cheever's diffuse reasoning in 
reference to Foster's denial of the essential doctrine, lies in 
what Foster has written concerning the Atonement. There 
seems to be an inconsistency between what he says of the 
danger attendant upon a rejection of that provision, and 
his argument against endless punishment. He nowhere ex- 
presses himself fully enough upon the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, for us to form a judgement how the two co-existed 
in his mind, or which of the many theories he believed. 
If he regarded the economy of the atonement as the ap- 
pointed means of human salvation, effectually secured for 
all, he might have looked to the future for its efficacy to be 
applied to those who pass from this world without hope 
because without faith. The common doctrine has en- 
tanglements enough for the believer, without his trying to 
show up any difficulties which exist where the idea of the 
Restoration of all souls is also cherished. If Jesus suffer- 
ed the penalty which justice demanded, where is the reas- 
on for inflicting the penalty again on those for whom it 
was endured ? If a debt is satisfactorily discharged once, 
by what reason is another demand pressed for the same ? 
While here, in this life, we are said to be under the cove- 
n£mt of mercy made with Christ, in consideration of his 
sufferings and death, by which, as our vicar or substitute, 
he took upon himself the punishment due to all sinners ; 
and why, if this be the case, is retribution spoken of as ex- 
isting here at all ? And yet we are told that " the partial 
flashes of justice in this world are but the restraint of the 
Divine indignation, under a system of mercy through the 
death of his Son." Is that a system of mercy where indig- 
nation is but restrained, where it is continually revealing 
its existence by partial flashes ? It seems rather to bespeak 
an anger that is curbed and checked for a time, only to 
break lorth in a thousand-fold greater fury hereafter. We 
must get away from these deming views of God and the 
divine economy, ere we can see the perfect proportions of 
truth. We must read in a different light the apostolic de- 
claration, — " God was in Christ reconciling the world un- 
to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them." Here 
are presented the origin, the spirit, the extent, and the re- 
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suit of the mediation of Christ " God was in Christ^^ — 
not out of him, and needing to be placated, but in him, in 
the great purpose for which he was sent into our world ; 
and here is the origin; " reconciling^^ — here is the spirit; 
" the world^'* — here is the extent ; " not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them^^ — here is the result, — humanity at one 
with God, and God in the sublimest of all possible senses, 
" aU in all," 

The Letter to a Young Minister, against the doctrine of 
endless punishment, which is " the grand subject of inter- 
est in these volumes," can more easily be spoken of as 
"full of inconsistencies," than proved to be deserving of such 
cavalier treatment When but twenty-three years of age, 
Foster deliberately avowed his rejection of the doctrine, 
and this letter was written in 1841 — forty-eight years after 
— and in no period between those ages, is there the slight- 
est evidence that the writer (entertained any other view. It 
is therefore to be considered of the highest value. Its au- 
thor, at the time of writing it, was seventy-one years old; 
an age at which the most solemn and weighty thoughts 
have been matured, and when the words of John Foster, 
especially, were deserving of the best attention. They 
were " extracted from a world of thinking." 

Every candid tecurrence to the real character of Foster 
deepens the force of his argument — the moral argument, 
against endless punishment His opinions affected him, 
and had he not rejected the horrible dogma, the pensive 
hue of thought would have deepened into an awful black- 
ness. He who could not bear to see a spider entangle a 
fly, nor to pluck a flower because it shortened its brief life, 
must have been put upon a rack of perpetual torture by 
anything like a conviction of the truth of the doctrine of 
endless punishment It is some comfort that even those 
who deem belief in this doctrine "essential," do yet adniit 
the hope that John Foster is in heaven. A strong test 
that. After laboring with all possible vigor to maintain 
the absolute essential nature of this part of the creed, the 
tone of dogmatism is suddenly lowered, and it is admit- 
ted that " Christ was with him," in the expiring hour ! 
Why not follow that doctrine to its legitimate conclusions ? 
Simply because it would strike with horror every rational 
mind to shut Foster out of heaven* But when driven to 

12« 



142 John Foster. [AprU, 

this point, they will have it, that Foster had in his soul a 
sense of " a vast, dread, illimitable retribution, in eternity," 
— " an ever brooding power," — "a master o'er a slave," 
Special reference is made to an Essay introductory to 
Doddridge's " Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul," 
for which the publisher waited for years, while the edition 
lay in sheets upon the shelves, but which essay, it is ad- 
mitted, was at last written " as a mere task, a piece of hard, 
unwilling, compulsory labor, throughout; a perfect fagP 
How can such an essay be taken as embodying the real 
soul of the man ? and after all what can be cited from it 
which will not reasonably bear an interpretation referable 
to a limited punishment ? The strongest passages that can 
be quoted are easily paralleled by citations from writers 
strenuously devoted to the advocacy of the complete resto- 
ration of all men to holiness and God. The fact is too 
prominent to be veiled, that if a reference is made to eter- 
nity in an impressive and awful manner, and man is ex- 
horted to use this world as an immortal being should use 
it, the cry is at once raised, that such a soul has " a sense 
of a vast, dread, illimitable retribution in eternity !" 

The moral effect of Foster's practical writings falls far 
short of the power they would have exerted had he cher- 
ished more prominently, in its due relations, the great 
hope. His writings are wanting in that warmth and glow 
of the heart, which can only be given by fervent appeals to 
the better nature of man, and by presenting the higher mo- 
tives which sway his being. The hell of vice is frequent- 
ly opened, — the heaven of virtue, seldom. It is a grand 
subject for speculation, to consider what would have been 
the influence of such a mind as John Foster's, had it been 
deeply imbued with the divine influences of our faith ; had 
his heart been more opened by trust in what is good in 
man, had he looked forth from nis study upon society with 
a yearning to mingle there instead of continuing a recluse ; 
and had he gone forth with an inspiring love, to feel 
and do as the philanthropist has felt and done. There 
would have been diflused through his writings a genial 
and hopeful spirit ; its kindly influences would have blend- 
ed with the impressions made by what he wrote ; it would 
have been felt, where it was not seen. The desponding 
and despairing would have taken up his writings, as tlie 
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invalid goes forth amid the reviving influences of nature, 

" She glides 



Into his darker musiDgs, with a mild 
And gentle sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware." 

But vre take gratefully his gift as it is, and own its great 
value. We are gratefuJ for the addition to his published 
writings by his correspondence. It opens another and 
more attractive view of the man. We see him gay with 
children, reading their amusing stories, and delighted with 
flowers. " But sweet nature ! I have conversed with her 
with inexpressible luxury ; I have almost worshipped her. 
A flower, a tree, a bird, a fly, has been enough to kindle a 
delightful train of ideas and emotions, and sometimes to el- 
evate the mind to sublime conceptions." His married life, 
with a congenial spirit, was peculiarly happy ; and tenderer 
tributes to departed worth are not to be found, than those 
which are contained in his letters concerning the loss of his 
wife. Yearning love went forth striving to explore the unex- 
plorable, — to devine the precise condition of departed souls, 
and whether they were conversant with the affairs of this 
world. " She that loved me, and I trust loves me still, will 
not, cannot, must not answer me. I can only imagine 
her to say, 'Cpme and see ; serve our God so that you shall 
come and share, at no distant time,' " But though the 
mysteries and vastness of eternity oppressed, and, many 
times, appalled him, as they could not a smaller mind, he 
still clung to trust in God. The last saying recorded as 
having been uttered by him in his fatal sickness, was " O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." I'he day previous to his death, a feel- 
ing of confusedness in his head inclined him to relinquish 
the privilege of hearing some one read to him, and to de- 
sire to be left alone during the afternoon and evening. 
His family looked in from time to time, and earnestly de- 
sired that some one might be permitted to sit up with him 
during the night. This he steadily refused, though 
much exhausted by a long fit of coughing. When they 
went into his chamber in the morning, he was dead. 
" His arms were gently extended, and his countenance was 
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as tranquil as that of. a person in a peaceful sleep." Thus 
true to his individuality, John Foster died, leaving the best 
memory in those who knew him most intimately ; and by 
the impression made by his works, recalling to many souls 
with new force, the admonition, " I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ J^sus." 

H. B — ^N. 



Art. IX. 
The Millennium; or the Golden Age to come. 

1. A Treatise on the Millennium; in which the prevailing Theo- 
ries on that subject are examined ; and the true Scriptural Doctrine 
attempted to be elicited and established. By George Bush, A. M., 
author of 'Questions and Notes upon Genesis and Exodus.' New 
York:&c. 1832. 12mo. pp.277. 

2. A concise Exposition of the Doctrine of Association, or Plan for 
a Re-organization of Society, which will secure to the Human Race, 
individually and collectively, their happiness and exaltation. (Based on 
Fourier's Theory of Domestic and Industrial Association.) By Albert 
Brisbane, &c. &c. Fourth Edition. New York: &c. &c. 1843. 
8vo. pp. 80. 

Every one must be aware that several of the inspired 
writers appear, according to the literal import of their lan- 
guage, to look forward to a blessed period, even in the 
present world, when all oppression, violence, and wrong 
shall be done away, and when there shall be no more 
want, nor hardship, nor suffering, among men. Such is 
at least the form of representation given by some of the 
prophets of the Old Testament, and especially by Isaiah, 
— more frequently by him, perhaps, than by any of the 
rest We may take the following as a specimen : " The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them, 
And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young shall 
lie down together ; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
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ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cock- 
atrice's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Here he 
foretells, if taken strictly to the letter, a time when there 
should be nothing to hurt nor destroy, in all the earth ; 
when the wild beasts themselves should lose their natural 
ferocity, and dwell together in perfect harmony. 

K we look into the context, however, and compare 
what goes before the passage, and what follows it, we 
shall see, at once, that, in all this, Isaiah is prophesying 
only of the introduction of the gospel into our world, in 
the days of Jesus Christ ; though it is not improbable that 
he, at the same time, takes into view the gradual diffusion 
of Christianity down to the period when it became preva- 
lent But it is plain that this is all which he actually 
refers to, by these glowing descriptions, and that the 
scene, which he paints in such strong colors, is to be re- 
garded only as so much imagery. In other passages, that 
are scattered through his prophecy, he represents the same 
period as a time when the nations should beat their 
swords into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks, and learn war no more ; when a hundred years 
should be but the age of a child ; when the people should 
never grow old, but live as long as the trees of the forest ; 
every one dwelling in the house he had built, and enjoy- 
ing the harvest he had planted ; when there should be no 
more laboring in vain, no more trouble, nor sorrow ; when 
the sound of weeping should never be heard, but all be 
universal joy. Such is the highly figurative manner in 
which the prophets represent the times of the gospel, from 
the birth of Jesus Christ, onwards. We need not particu- 
larize farther, as a great many passages of the kind, will 
readily occur to every one faniiliar with the Old Testa- 
ment, and w^ith the Apocalypse. Other periods, too, of 
general prosperity, are presented in similar colors, accord- ^ 
ing to the usual style of the prophetic writings. The 
several images are woven together into one splendid tis- 
sue, by Pope, in his gorgeous poem of the Messiah. 
They bring before our imaginations, a state of things like 
that which the poets have fabled of The Golden Age, or 
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which fancy has aacribed to the Garden of Eden, in the 
morning of time. 

Now, by these glowing representations, many have been 
ed to look for something answering to them, — not figur- 
atively, in the past and present, where they obviously be- 
long, but literally, and in some future generation, where 
they obviously do not belong. Many expect a period, 
perhaps not a great while ahead of us, at all events here 
on earth, when the state of men and of society shall cor- 
respond with the literal import of those descriptions: 
when there will be no diversity of personal interests, no 
contention, no more hardship, toil, nor anxiety ; no more 
sorrow ; nor scarcely any more old-fashioned death. Peo- 
ple will live, we are told, some four or five hundred years, 
or even a thousand ; and then fade away, as the flame on 
a lamp expires, without pain to themselves, or grief to 
theit friends. Every thing will be changed into uninter- 
rupted pleasure, so as to become perfectly agreeable to us, 
leaving no occasion to restrain our natural tendencies, nor 
to accommodate ourselves to our condition. Our condi- 
tion, on the other hand, will be thoroughly accommodated 
to our likings. The seasons of the year will all turn bland 
and soothing. Not a breeze will be suffered to blow, till 
it has first been attempered down exactly to our senses. 
The worid will be full of unmixed comfort, without want, 
Or poverty, or even temptations to try us. We shall grow 
up great, and good, and pious, without any painful effort, 
but spontaneously, and as unconscious of opposing forces 
as the plants grow. 

Religious people, or rather those Christians, who cherish 
these expectations, usually call this period the Millennium, 
or the thousand years' reign of Chnst upon earth, and re- 
gard it as a special dispensation from Heaven. But some 
of the more independent and unrestricted speculatists, of 
our day, look for this condition of things to be brought 
about, at length, by what they call Human Progress, or 
the Brogress of Society. They flatter themselves that 
mankind are improving so rapidly, increasing so fast in 
knowledge, reforming their vices at such a rate, and grow- 
ing so spiritual and refined, that they will, ere long, be- 
come angelic, as we might say ; at all events, that they 
will, of themselves,*work out this happy condition of hu- 
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manity, — that they will grow up to it, in the natural 
course of their developement Both classes, however, the 
religious enthusiasts on the one hand, and the speculatists 
on the other, agree in the general traits of the picture 
which their imaginations paint of the sqpproaching Golden 
Age, whether they call it the Millennium, or the result of 
human perfectibility, . 

For ourselves, we look for no such state of things ever 
to take place, here on earth, and among mortal men* 
Desirable as it might seem, at the first glance, and as 
pleasant as it may be to contemplate it in the mood of 
poetic revery, most bitterly should we rue it, were it un- 
fortunately to come, in this life, so that we were obliged 
to make trial of it, as a reality. It would unstring every 
noble faculty of our nature. The toil-braced nerve, and 
the strength of soul that triumphs over difficulties, would 
yield at once. We should be dissolved, as it were, into 
utter impotence and mawkish sentimentality. But, hap- 
pily, there is no danger. The entire picture is nothing 
but a doting vision, that can never be realized in the 
present world; and God forbid that it ever should be. 
As to the fond expectations of religious enthusiasts, 
founded on certain texts of Scripture, we have already in- 
timated that they misinterpret the passages, taking what 
is manifestly figurative, for literal. They apply, to an 
imaginary Millennium, what referred to the gospel in all 
ages ; they explain, of outward circumstances, what was 
meant of the internal moral kingdom only. Let any one 
follow out their mode of understanding the prophetic lan- 
guage, on other subjects, and he would make the wildest 
work of the Scriptures, and of common sense, too. As to 
the other class, whom we have distinguished as the specu- 
latists, it is easy to be seen that their course of philoso- 
phizing, or of fancying, runs directly against all the laws 
and essential demands of human nature, in our present 
state of being. They are imagining a state of earthly 
blessedness, founded on complete exemption from toil, 
and care, and danger, and from every thing that thwarts 
our will, or crosses our affections. They place it in 
boundless gratification. But no such thing is possible 
with us, in our present constitution ; because our desires 
and caprices always multiply so fast, with indulgence, 
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that they outrun it in the ratio of Geometrical Progression. 
Nor, indeed, is free, unpurchased gratification the element 
for which man is adapted, even were it attainable. Man 
was made for an active, laborious, pains-taking creature ; 
to get his strength from hardships endured, and to de- 
velope all his noblest powers by the experience of trial, 
suffering, privation, and exposure to danger. In his pre- 
sent mode of being, he cannot do without these rough and 
severe schoolmasters, to discipline him, to give him con- 
sistency, and to bring out his latent capabilities. What 
else did God place them here for? If we wish to see in 
what way human nature would actually work, in the con- 
dition supposed, let us take it in its simplest form, and try 
the experiment on a small scale. Take the little child, 
that is about to walk ; subject him, as fully as possible, to 
the kind of experience that has been imagined for man. 
Save him from all necessity to exert himself. Do not put 
him to the effort of walking by his own strength and skill ; 
move his limbs for him, hold him up ; expose him to no 
danger of pain or inconvenience. Temper every thing 
just to his liking ; gratify all his wishes, as soon as they 
are discovered ; humor all his caprices, so that he shall 
feel no want, and have no care. Make it thus our busi- 
ness to teach him self-indulgence, and never give him a 
lesson of self-denial. Pursue this course, till he has 
grown up, and what will he be ? A fool ! and the most 
wretched of all fools ; a creature of boundless caprices, 
which he could no more control than he could control all 
the winds of fieaven, but which the whole Universe could 
not satisfy, were it his ; himself utterly helpless, the slave 
and victim of them. This, we know, is the way that hu- 
man nature would work, in such a condition ; and men 
and women of maturer age, if subjected to it, would only 
verify the same results on a larger scale. 

It has always been the case, that people have loved to 
amuse themselves with trying to conceive of a better ar- 
rangement of things, here, than God has actually made. 
No doubt, if our fond, languor-loving, sickly, sentimental 
taste had been originally consulted, in the fashioning and 
ordering of nature, we might have had a very delicate, 
genteel little world of our own, here, all flowers and sun- 
shine, like a picture without shades, as fair as a smile, and 
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as shallow, too. We can only say that such is not the 
world which God, in his wisdom, saw fit to make for us. 
Can there be a serious question, whether his wisdom is to 
be preferred to ours ? Men have always been dreaming 
of a Golden Age of unrestricted gratification and mere 
passive enjoyment ; sometimes placing it back in the be- 
ginning of tfie world, and sometimes carrying it forward 
into the " latter days' glory." How many dreams of this 
kind have there been concerning the original condition of 
man, before what is called his Fall, in Eden ! represent- 
ing it as one continuous, uninterrupted holiday. No toil, 
no care, no trouble, nor anxiety was there. Young Spring 
reigned the whole year around. The winds never mus- 
tered their strength ; the air never grew inclement Earth 
spontaneously yielded her fruits and flowers. Man felt 
no conflict within himself ; and there was none without. 
The happy, blessed creature — all that he had to do, was, 
to enjoy, and to make himself as quiet as possible. Such, 
with many, is the ideal of happiness. Such an exemption 
from all trial and strenuous exertion is, to them, an Eden ! 
How little do they understand human nature, and its im- 
perative demands. How little do they know of the real 
conditions of happiness, with us. The very state of 
things, which would make all excellence impossible, — 
which, in a short time, would destroy all virtue in its vo- 
luptuousness, and reduce us to perpetual infancy, put a 
stop to all progress, and finally become utterly intolerable 
to such creatures as we are, — this, they mistake for the 
supreme height of earthly blessedness ! 

We see, at once, that the common idea of a Millen- 
nium, or of a Golden Age to come, is nothing but the old 
idea of a holiday-kind of Eden, shifted from the past, and 
carried forward into the future. It is, in itself, the very 
same dream ; it has only transferred tfie scene, firom the 
beginning of the world, over to the latter days. And all 
the talk of its being realized, in the course of time, by hu- 
man progress, is but reversing the natural order of things, 
and going back to the obsolete notions of the infancy of 
our race. We ought to consider that there are two very 
different movements, that we may conceive of, among 
men ; one of which is backwards. And it is well for us 
to see that we do not mistake this for progress, merely be- 

VOL. IV. 13 
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cause it is a movement. It is movement in the wrong 
direction. 

We do not mean that there is no real progress, with 
mankind ; though we must confess, that much which has 
been said, on this point, would better have been sung 
then said, and that not a little has found utterance, which 
was too extravagant and puerile to be either said or sung. 
Though the general state of society may, on the whole, 
rather improve, from age to age, and though it may even 
advance with great rapidity, in certain respects, while it 
falls back, in other departments ; yet man, as an indi- 
vidual, has ever to begin anew, on his entrance into the 
world, and to start from the same point, notwithstanding 
all the improvements without. At the best, we can only 
say, that he starts under more favorable circumstances. 
And even society itself has always had its cycles of retro- 
gression, hitherto, as well as of advance ; now, a period of 
growth, and now of corruption and decay. The elements 
of imperfection, that belong to every thing human, have 
showed themselves here, as well as every where else, and 
have regularly taken their turn in dominating over the re- 
sults ; thus producing a series of revolutions, somewhat 
like the changes in the old geological periods of our globe. 
No doubt, however, that, on the whole, there is some real 
progress, in the one case, as there has been in the other. 
We have grounds to hope that Christian principles will be 
better developed among us, in the future, and that the con- 
duct of men, and the laws of social existence, will be more 
conformed to their spirit. But we cannot too seriously 
consider, that, if this be true, as we trust it is, — if there be 
any real advance, it must be in a very different direction 
than towards the state of things that is often anticipated. 
Real progress will never bring about deliverance from toil, 
and hardship, and danger, and disappointment, and suffer- 
ing, while we remain in this world, though it will give us 
strength to endure them better, and wisdom to use them to 
better account It will never set us .above the reach of 
temptation ; it will only enable us to resist it more suc- 
cessfully. In spite of all the increased facilities that may 
be provided for human developement, our life, here, will 
forever be a strenuous warfare, or else it will be good for 
nothing. When we cease to contend against difficulties 



1847.] or the Golden Age to come. 151 

without and within, we must degenerate. If we have any 
doubts of this position, let us look forth on the lessons that 
lie broadly engraved, all around us, on the actual experi- 
ence of the worid ; let us look, and see what are the facts 
that obviously belong to our subject. Where is human 
nature the most fully developed, and brought to the high- 
est degree of excellence it has ever attained ? Where has 
man made the greatest progress ? In those countries where 
the unfavorableness of the soil and climate, and other out- 
ward circumstances, were such as to force the inhabitants 
to exertion, obliging them to provide against evils, and to 
be perpetually on the alert ; to face the storrti and tempest, 
as well as to enjoy the sunshine. This was one thing that 
helped to make men of them, by calling forth their ener- 
gies. Where have mankind reached the most elevated 
stage of moral virtue, and maintained, from generation to 
generation, the noblest character ? in the soft, voluptuous, 
and indulgent South, where Nature herself seems to sup- 
ply all their wants, spontaneously, and to give scope to 
their caprices ? Has it not rather been in the hardy North, 
where man is obliged to war with the difficulties of his 
condition, and to overcome them, or else be himself over- 
come by them ? It appears to us, that this question brings 
the whole matter home to the decision of facts, of positive 
realitv, instead of leaving it to float along on the tide of 
idle mncy. We might ask. Which are the most vigorous 
and useful plants, — those which are reared in a green- 
house ? or those that grow out in the open air, under all 
the changes of inclement skies, and that are subject to the 
thousand-fold strains and wrenchings of wind and tem- 
pest? Green-house productions, whether vegetable or hu- 
man, will never attain to the dignity of being the staple for 
the essential purposes of life. 

We have said, that real progress will never, in this 
world, release us from the necessity of suffering and 
temptation. To the Christian, this fact has already been 
demonstrated, in God's economy of redemption, so that it 
needs no longer be regarded as a matter of hypothesis. 
There has been One, here on earth, who was advanced 
immeasurably beyond all that mankind will ever attain 
to, in this mortal state, — Jesus Christ. And did his abso- 
lute perfection exempt him from a full share of the trials of 
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mortality ? No. " He was tempted in all things as we 
are, but without sin ;" " he was a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief." Notwithstanding the incomparable 
excellence that he maintained here, as " the brightness of 
God's glory," such was nevertheless, the condition that 
belonged to him. An apostle says that the Captain of our 
salvation was made "perfect, through svfferings.^^ And 
now, with this fact before us, shall we dream that any 
progress which mankind can make in moral excellence, 
will free them from their share of the trials that were nec- 
essary even in the case of their great Master ? or that it 
ought to free them? or that such a liberation is even 
desirable ? We must dismiss, from our minds, all dreams 
of an approaching age of holidays, on earth, when man- 
kind will be virtuous without strenuous effort against 
temptation, and a rigorous, ever-watchful subjection of 
their own wayward propensities; or when they will be 
happy, by the accommodation of their outward circum- 
stances to their likings. Our business, our great business, 
now and at all times, must be, to apply ourselves earnestly 
to the work that God has given us to do, and which he 
has fitted us to perform, in every department of life, secu- 
lar, intellectual, moral, and religious. Let not our atten- 
tion be diverted from this ; for here is our true happiness, 
and our true progress, — here only. While we look for 
continued improvements in the moral and social condition 
of our race, let us be aware that they will not be effected 
without a long and tedious battle ; and that when they are 
once accomplished, they will not, even then, be maintain- 
ed, without the most vigilant care and unremitted labor. 
The world must always pay for every thing, of this kind, 
which it gains or inherits ; or else it must lose it. While 
we expect a far more perfect manifestation of the religious 
life, amoiig men, let us, above all things, remember in 
what direction this progress must tend ; not towards a 
Golden Age of indulgence, but the contrary : that it will 
make life a far more earnest, laborious, self^lenying one, 
than any which has yet been generally practised. Jesus 
Christ is its perfect type ; and every real advance that men 
shall make, wilbbe but an approach towards that " man of 
sorrows," who yet triumphed over his griefs by his confi- 
dence in God, and who was " without sin," while subject- 
ed to the temptations we endure. 
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Let no fond visions cherish within us, unawares, the love 
of indulgence, which grows so rapidly with use, and se- 
cretly unknits the vigor of the mind. Let no pernicious 
habit even of contemplating them, lower the tone of reso- 
lute self-control, which is the master-virtue in the forma- 
tion of our character. Weaken this, and it is like loosen- 
ing the cordage that supports the masts and sails of a ves- 
sel ; all, then, goes into helpless confusion, at the first rising 
of the winds. Happy is he, who has learned the Chris- 
tian lifp of self-denial and self-sacrifice ; who makes the 
evils of our present state the means of improvement, and 
who can " glory in tribulation ; knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed." h. b.*^ 
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Recent Poetry. 

The New Timon. A Romance of London. First American, from 
the Third London Edition. Pliiladelphia : Carey & Hart 3846. 

Poems by William Ellery Channing. Second Series. Boston : James 
Monroe & Co. 1847.% 

Poems by R. W. Emerson. Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1847. 

The volumes thus introduced to our readers are not 
connected in any nearer relationship than that of the com- 
mon brotherhood of books. They are printed on white 
paper, and were composed in rhyme. But there is no fam- 
ily bond nor sympathy. One of them comes to us from a 
foreign soil ; all of them differ in their spirit, views and 
aim. The only principle of association which can con- 
nect them even in thought, is the law of contrast They 
are recent publications, however ; and without attempting 
any thing like a review of either, a task for which we have 
neither opportunity nor inclination, we wish to introduce 
them with a few words of general comment 

13* 
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We have no other knowledge of the genesis of " The 
New Timon," than the statement in the American copy 
that it is reprinted from the third London Edition. Its 
author is unknown. As a poem, it certainly is anomalous 
in our generation. Its appearance suggests the idea of 
transmigration ; — an old spirit has clothed itself in mod- 
ern dress. Without any sympathies of subject, views or 
treatment, with the prevailing school of the lime, it pos- 
sesses merits which, we think, entitle it to a distinguished 
rank among the poetic productions of the anti- (perhaps 
we should say, ante-) transcendental bards. The author 
makes no secret of his contempt for the modern taste, and 
for those who guide it 

" No tawdry grace shall womanise my pen! 
£*en in a love song man should write for men." 

His Spartan tastes are satisfied neither with the subjects 
nor the melody of the popular poets of the time. The old 
vigorous music charms his ear. It is from " the pure sil- 
ver of Pope's ringing line," and " the frank flow of Dry- 
den's lusty song," that he draws his inspiration, and to the 
masters of old English poetry, that he turns for models. 

" Rather, be thou, my poor Pierian maid, 
Decent at least, in Hayley's weeds array'd, 
Than patch with frippery everj tinsel line. 
And flaunt admired, the Rag-Fair of the Nine ! " 

It is not only useless, but silly, to quarrel with a blind 
man for not seeing. And we are decidedly of the opinion 
that a taste for the poetry of Coleridge and Wordsworth 
and Shelley, depends upon a prior cast of mind, which 
forbids complete sympathy with former poets. It is absurd 
to censure and abuse a man for not liking them. Criti- 
cism cannot reason any one into an attachment, nor out of 
a hearty love. In spite of our pleas, men will talk of the 
babyism of Wordsworth, and the gaudiness of Keats, and 
the craziness of Shelley, till they see deeply enough into 
their claims to forget or to be ashamed to talk so. Their po- 
try is transcendental in the best sense of the term. Compar- 
ed with Dryden and Pope and Scott and Gray, their best 
pieces will show a higher degree of poetic merit, because 
poetic merit of a higher kind. By the subjects with which 
it deals, by the aim which it proposes, by the feelings 
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which it addresses, by the efFect it leaves, the standard 
poetry of our time is removed into a region which cannot 
be entered by any one who remains in the court of the 
Gentiles, whose taste is completely satisfied even with the 
excellences of the former school. It is adapted to a cer- 
tain "hunger of the heart" which cannot find, in any 
other food, its proper nourishment We may confess that 
the positive merits of the more spiritual school, in develope- 
ing its own elements and realizing its ideal, may not be 
equal to those of the other party ; still, its range is wider, 
its aim is nobler, its success is sure. 

The true representative of this school has not appeared. 
The works of Wordsworth exhibit its objective views— 
the poetry of nature. He is the hemisphere of a perfect 
poet His genius is exquisite of its kind, but it is in aUo 
relievo ; it lacks strength of imagination, and that round- 
ness which more creative, plastic energy would have sup- 
plied. The outward world speaks to us, through Words- 
worth, in language pure and clear. " The pine tree waves 
through his thought" His mind is translucent, an achro- 
matic lens, and gives no sickly tinge to the focal light, 
gathered from nature, that beams upon his page. But 
Wordsworth is merely an interpreter. Shelley is his 
other, and his better, half. He has developed the subjec- 
tive side of poetry, — the creative influence of the soul. 
His eye is introversive. Nature is the statement of ideas, 
and he uses it for imagery to explain the mind. Abstrac- 
tions, with him, took shape and color. As Macauley justly 
said of him, " the dryest terms of a mytaphysical system 
were no longer words, when he treated them, but intelligi- 
ble forms, fair humanities, objects of love, of adoration, or 
of fear." With Shelley, the ideal, so fair as to make real- 
ity look mean, was a haunting presence, and he lacked 
that serenity and quiet repose which soothe us in Words- 
worth like fresh intercourse with lakes and woods and 
hills. The promise of Keats' life was broken. His works 
reveal the outline of a great poetic genius which maturer 
years might have finished into a form of almost perfect 
grace. He needed only a more delicate and classic taste. 
" He never beheld an oak-tree without seeing the Dryad." 
The world was an Eden to his fancy, an angel in every 
walk} but the shrubbery untrimmed ; and in his aromatic 
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delirium, he crowned himself with wild flowers, and, deck- 
ed like a spiritual Bacchus with a loo gaudy garment, 
danced, drunken with beauty, to an early grave. Tenny- 
son is an amateur, a beautiful flower of the growing plant. 
His CEnone is a perfect gem, faultless in its line, but, like 
our own Longfellow, his circle is narrow, and he can 
hardly be classed among the masters of his school. Cole- 
ridge, had he been willing to undertake the office, might 
have been the great Artist of the new movement, combin- 
ing the chief merits of its theory into a living whole. We 
cannot imagine a higher range, or a greater finish, of po- 
etic excellence than might have been attained by Cole- 
ridge, had he concentrated his great powers, and command- 
ed the nebulous and " luminous mist " of his fancies, 
which extended, it would almost seem, to the farthest re- 
gion of human possibility, to condense into brilliant, solid 
and enduring orbs. 

So long, then, as we believe that the taste by which the 
transcendental school can be appreciated must be a prior 
sympathy, and so long as the exhibitions of its excellence 
remain as now fragmentary, connected too with a vast 
mass of rubbish and nonsense, we can read with compla- 
cency the sneers, of such writers as the author of " New 
Timon," at " School-miss Alfred," and can even admire 
the energy of diction and admirable scorn which expresses 
itself thus, 

" Not mine, not mine (O Muse forbid !) the boon 
Of borrowed notes, the mock bird's modish tune, 
The jingling medley of purloined conceits, 
Out-babying Wordsworth, and out-glittering Keats, 
Where all Sie airs of patchwork pastoral chmie 
To drowsy ears, in Tennysonian rhyme." 

The New Timon is a poetic novel. The story is in- 
tensely interesting, and the complex elements are unfolded 
with great simplicity, thus exhibiting a practised and pow- 
erful hand. Besides, too, the dramatic excitement inspired 
by the plot, the poem is relieved by many passages of 
splendid satire upon the rulers of England, " the present 
helmsmen of the state." See especially the pictures of 
Peel, O'Connel, Wellington, Lord Stanley, and Lord 
John Russell, pages 34 to 39. We cannot do justice to 
the gorgeous rhetoric and the sustained, steady strength 
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of the work. Neither the interest, nor the power of execu- 
tion flags for an instant from commencement to close. 
The current of the story sweeps on like a swollen torrent, 
and every line, in its brilliant terseness, bears marks of 
critical, patient polish. We may see in its pages the sinew 
and the fat,* the vigor and the richness of the English 
tongue. We admire the Christian sentiment and hearty 
faith which give such a winning beauty to the closing pa- 
ges of the narrative. Until the first catastrophe, the pre- 
siding genius of the poem is the Greek Nemesis.. An 
awful fate, stern as that which rules in the Agamemnon 
of ^schylus, directs the course of the story. Clouded 
from the first, the very pages seem tinged with a gradual- 
ly deepening gloom from an overhanging tempest, black 
and charged with muttering vengeance. But, as it seems 
about to burst upon the scene, the sunlight breaks through 
a sudden rift, and the poem closes amid the universal ra- 
diance of a triumphant Christian love. For us, at leaait, 
the charm of the piece is heightened by the exquisite con- 
trast here afforded between the sources of classic and 
Christian dramatic inspiration. 

It really would be pleasant to know the secret of the 
authorship of " The New Timon." It has been attributed 
to Bulwer. The pomp of the diction, the plumpness of 
the adjectives, and the general structure of the story, would 
seem to indicate his hand. One could almost swear to 
the parentage of the following lines, descriptive of a cham- 
ber enriched with works of art, 

'* There, gleam the shapes in which^ immortal still, 
Live the bright exiles from the Olympian hill ; 
Still mooned Dian from the breathing stone 
Haunts, with pure eyes, thy dreams, Endjrmion ; 
Still on the vast brow of the Father-God, 
Hangs the hushed thunder of the awftd nadJ* 

And who but the author of " Devereux " could write this 
description of the Gypsies ? 

" Aliens untamed where'er their wanderings are. 
High Syrian sires of old ; — darkjragments torn 
From the great creed of /«*, — now forlorn 
In rags, — all earth their foe, and day by day 
Worn in the strife with social Jove, away." 
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The character of Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton's mind, too, 
would readily account for those tinges of rose-pink and 
saffron hues, which give a slightly unnatural and un- 
healthy air to the ideas of human nature which the piece 
developes. Bulwer's highest ideas of life naturally take 
the form and coloring of a gorgeous, classic melo-drama. 
And yet the literary judgements in the work and in the 
notes, together with many allusions to the circumstances 
and experience of the author, forbid the supposition, unless 
some wilful deception is intended. The poem is evidently 
the production of a rich, though not comprehensive, mind, 
and seems to be the impetuous utterance of an intense and 
deep, but not a healthy nor a spiritual experience ; and 
whoever the author may be, we may say that he has pro- 
duced a work, which, for vehemence and strength of pas- 
sion, vigor of composition, and power in the portraiture of 
characters, not broad indeed, but strongly marked, and 
violent from their very narrowness, must be ranked with 
" Lara," and " The Corsair ; " while it is elevated above 
such a companionship by a more Christian aim, and a 
healthier morality. Gladly would we linger over the 
** New Timon ;" but to appreciate it, our readers must pe- 
ruse it many times, as we have done, and, advising them 
to follow our example, we hasten on. 

Of Mr. Channing's poems we can truly say that they do 
not meet our mental mood. And we feel the less restraint 
in expressing our honest opinion of them, since he has an- 
ticipated the worst that may be said by a heartily expressed 
contempt for all critics, real or possible, and has very 
generously quieted the fears of his reviewers by informing 
them that he is made of sterner stuff than the murdered 
Keats. With few of the deeper excellences, our poet's 
writings seem to possess most of the glaring faults of 
modern transcendentalism. They are characterised by 
sickly sentiment, by a diseased introvertive tendency of 
mind, by dyspeptic views of the world, by renunciation of 
objective trusts, and, in fact, by the general absence of 
those qualities of thought and dress, and melody, which 
are essential to constitute a tolerable poem. All the pito- 
ductions of Mr. Channing which we have read are misty. 
He seems to derive his inspiration from snuffing the east 
wind. The thought seldom shines clear and distinct 
through a transparent medium. The dress of a poet's words 
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" Like to the Roman ffirl's enticing ffarb, 
Should let the play of limb be seen Sirougl^it, 
And the round rismg form." 

But whether it be the fault of his diction or his mind, Mr. 
C.'s ideas do not present a clear, well marked disc, and 
their meaning is not accurately transferred to, and impress- 
ed upon, another intellect. Poetic genius is very unfor- 
tunately meted out to him. The staple of his being is 
poetic, but he is only a simulacrum, as Carlyle says. 
Thoughts bubble up from an undried spring in his soul, 
but the fountain is feeble, and, instead of sending any bril- 
liant jets, or even producing a fertilizing rill, adorning its 
banks wtth the simplest verdure or the humblest flowers, 
merely oozes forth to sop the sand. This weakness seems 
to mark all the productions of his pen. From beginning 
to end of his volume, the words and lines are without 
nerve, and a general flabbiness characterizes every piece. 
Goethe complained that modern poets put too much water 
in their ink ; Mr. Channing puts too little ink in his water. 
We should say that he is always musing, never thinking. 
Images seem to come and go through his brain like lazy 
ghosts, ," whom a mosquito might run through," indiffer- 
ent as to their separate identity, and often fading into each 
other as they flit across the poetic retina. Mr. Emerson, 
somewhere, illustrating the deceptiveness of the senses, ad- 
vises a man to test it by looking at a landscape with head 
turned through his legs, and also, if we remember aright, 
speaks of the strangeness of the objective world as pre- 
sented to a cat chasing her tail. Mr. Channing seems to 
observe nature in sopie such posture, probably the latter, 
since, in an address to critics, he declares 

" I ope my arms to them, — ^the world beside, — 
O awful God ! who over verse dost sway, 
Thine eye does scan me, — in theflotving tide, 
/, like a lectf, am eddying whirled away.^ 

We should judge that the " Ode " and the " Hymn of the 
Earth," were written when the poor author was sporting 
in one of the giddiest vortices. Really, we have hardly 
found a strong line or thought in the whole compass of his 
book. And musical periods are quite as rare. What Mr. 
Channing might have done, had the time and thought thu8 
dissipated upon so many pages, been expended upon a 
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smaller field, we cannot tell. A quick, smart thunder- 
shower is certainly more pleasant and reviving than an 
East wind fog, and if Mr. C. instead of letting his mind 
drizzle a weak and misty poetry, would condense his pow- 
er into a more liberal and less continuous discharge of 
moisture, it would be more pleasant to his readers, more 
refreshing to himself, and better for his fame. 

We pass now from the world of apparitions to that of 
realities, from Mr. Channing's to Mr. Emerson's volume. 
Here a very different office is imposed on us. As Ameri- 
cans, we can enjoy the gratification of the most thorough 
certainty that this volume cai^iot be matched in the litera- 
ture of the world. Admirers and opponents of the author's 
views wiU unite their assent that it is sui generis ; and 
Solomon himself would joyfully confess to the appear- 
ance of a new thing under the sun. A fair and exhaus- 
tive criticism of these poems would be one of the most de- 
sirable contributions to the world of letters, since it would 
involve a thorough discussion of the authoi^s opinions, and 
a settlement of the vexing disputes as to his ability and 
genius. Mr Emerson's powers are so harmonious, and 
his mind is so unique, that a fair judgement upon one 
point implies an accurate measure of his literary and phi- 
losophical claims. There is not a verse in this volume of 
his poetry which is not stamped deep with his mental pe- 
culiarities. Any one would detect the authorship at a 
glance. The same freshness of thought ; the same polished 
sharpness, expressive poverty and steely glitter of diction ; 
the same keen insight piercing into the deepest and dark- 
est shafts of consciousness ; the same omniscience of the 
method of nature in the whole and in details ; the fancy 
which catches the most subtile tint of beauty ; the imper- 
sonal wit, smooth as the bee's sting, but unpoisoned by a 
drop of malice, which cuts through all the sham of institu- 
tions ; the uncompromising Pantheism which unveils the 
action of the Deity at every point in space, and finds in- 
spiration in every moment of history, and which, while it 
keeps him deeply and heartily religious, removes him from 
the sympathy of the whole Christian world ; all the blem- 
ishes of theory and beauties of art which distinguish the 
prose writings of Mr. Emerson from the common pro- 
ducts of literature, are equally apparent, and perhaps, 
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more distinctly relieved, in this collection of his poems. 
Mr. Emerson is a pure transcendentalist He lives on- 
ly in an ideal world. The earth, to him, is a globed conge- 
ries of forces ; nature, a pulsing activity ; and the soul, im- 
mediately receptive of influences from God, an inexhaustive 
fountain of spiritual power. His eye spiritualizes every 
object within its range, as the touch of Midas turned the 
meanest thing to gold. And perhaps, like Midas, his 
genius may wither from the curse of an unnatural gift. 
Nature, society and man he judges by his imperious spir- 
itual standard, and finds them all abased before that 
beauty, right and power, which they suggest, but in com- 
parison with which they are fragmentary and mean. 
Were it not for the humor which pervades his spirit, and 
which is itself pervaded by a genial love, he would be an 
incumble misanthrope and misologue. He is a Brahmin, 
with a microscopic eye ; he sees the animalcules in the pur* 
est water, but yet has no notion of dying with thirst He 
will drink when it is necessary, quite temperately, with 
shut eyes, and a pleasant, sceptical smile. It is singular to 
observe how nature has mingled a character of child like 
purity and perfect sweetness, of elements which, if we ab» 
Btract the nameless charm that neutralizes them, would 
have created a compound of Mephistophiles and Mon- 
taigne. We have heard his writings condemned as show- 
ing only a barren Pantheism, Divinity everywhere, but 
only as a retreating wave. ITiere is no satisfaction for the 
spirit anywhere ; it can find no fullness of the Deity. 

" As the bee through the garden ranges, 
From world to world the Grodhea^ changes. 

All the forms are fugitive, 
But the substances survive." 

It is because he can see nothing perfect except in the AH; 
and, by this continual change and constant renewal, the pul- 
sation of life, through atom, globe and star, the meanest and 
the most sublime are linked in a union so intimate that 
they cannot be parted, or even disjunctively conceived, 
without destroying the value and ihe meaning of the 
whole. When he conterriplates things separately, Mr. 
Emerson is as sceptical as Heraclitus ; there is universal 
flux. 

VOL. IV. 14 
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^ the eternal Pan, 
Who layeth the world's incesiant plan, 
Halteth never in one shape, 
But forever doth escape. 

When he contemplates nature as a whole, he is as finn b» 
Plato ; there is stubborn persistence. The very crags are 
beads of a rosary " on prayer and music strung." Thus, 
in his mind, the merits and the limits of ultra transcenden- 
talism are fairly shown. It will be hard to draw a circle 
outside of the " Oversoul " and " Woodnotes." We re- 
joice that the revelation has been made to us, as well for 
the defects so clearly exhibited, and against which we can 
the better guard, as for the excellences, which we are hap- 
py to witness in our age, and in so pure a form. Thomas 
Carlyle alone excepted, whom our author touches as the 
extremes of circles meet, Mr. Emerson is the keenest and 
most original thinker, the purest and freshest writer, whom 
it has ever been our lot to know. 

His chief merit lies in his power as the interpreter of 
the soul. He is a true psychologist. We have heard 
much in our day of the importance of psychology, of its 
position as the vestibule, the initiatory science, of philoso- 
phy. But its depths have not been sounded in any of the 
schools of modern speculation. Cousin's lectures on the 
ideas of time, space and substance, which he vainly thinks 
are solutions of the mysteries of human nature, are merely 
surface-sports and boyish plays compared with the treas- 
ures revealed by this new diver into the sea of spirit. 
Kant himself, in his list of categories and his laws of Pure 
Reason, detected only, as it were, the barren form, and re- 
vealed the dead anatomy of the soul ; while Mr. Emerson 
has seen its working and its beating life. The essays on 
" Spiritual Laws," " Compensation," " Circles," " Over- 
soul," and " Experience," discover a purity of vision, and 
reveal profound results, which neither Montaigne's Con- 
fessions, nor Rousseau's Confessions, nor the " Religio Me- 
dici," nor Hazlitt's Table Talk, nor all of them put to- 
gether, ca,n p^allel. His eye is microscopic. He detects 
the most subtile laws which regulate our most intimate 
and concealed experience, and states them in the most 
subtile terms. An unprejudiced mind will read in his es- 
says truths that unlock and explain the mysteries of its own 
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consciousness and its relations to society, which from their 
delicacy, it should seem could only be felt, and which 
even if once thought, must baffle the power of language 
to convey. He has studied our nature with an eye,%) 
which its structure is presented as a transparent flower ; 
and thus, while he scans the leaves and petals, his clearer 
vision observes the delicate tracery of the finest fibres, and 
watches the process of the secret chemistry that colors the 
surface, and sustains the life. Every competent reader of 
his writings has, at times, been startled, we are sure, by 
the exhibition of that piercing moral vision, which draws 
from the most trifling experience, and which explains the 
most trifling experience, by the profoundest principles of 
human nature, and to which the commonest, unnoticed 
occurrences of life appear "bristling with a polarity which 
ranges them instantly under an eternal law." 

For the secrets of nature, too, his eye is as keen, and 
for the appreciation of her beauties he has a taste, or rather 
a sympathy, the most delicate and refined. It is as though 
the universe, also, is transparent to him, that he may see 
the forces continually in play ; so easily does he penetrate 
to the mystic sense of the outward world. And then, 
with what precision is that sense conveyed ! Mr. Emer- 
son's style is as original as Shakspeare's. His language 
is — what he describes all language to be — " fossUe 
poetry." He talks by symbols borrowed from the freshest 
sciences. In his creed, matter and spirit are essentially the 
same, and so Chemistry, Botany, Astronomy, Geology, 
are dictionaries of the mind. His imagery, too, is always 

{)recise, without the slightest confusion of figures, or the 
aintest effort for display, and so exact and sharp, that 
oftentimes, we fail to see the beauty which is so sternly 
subordinated to use. Frequently, by going back to the 
pure philological value of a term, like the restorer of old 
paintings, he brings out the beautiful picture which it 
originally conveyed, but of which it had become the tomb, 
and thus animates his style with a figurative expression by 
the same word which is commonly an abstract, algebraic 
sign. This is, oftentimes, we are persuaded, the secret of 
what is called his obscurity. To a man who knows what 
language is, and who can appreciate the utmost purity 
which the English speech can attain, the charge of obscur- 
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ity will sound absurd. The difficulty is, he never deals 
with common-place. He is the sworn enemy of cant A 
person must exercise his wits at every sentence, for every 
8#itence contains a thought You cannot prune a dry 

r'cle, or a sapless adverb, or a dead conjunction, from 
Emerson's fresh, blooming style. When we read 
through his eyes, the most familiar things appear as though 
they were not familiar. By an ulterior,''intellectual percep- 
tion, " he gives to words a meaning which makes their 
inaccurate use forgotten, and puts eyes and a tongue into 
every dumb and inanimate sign." 

As we stated above, these qualities are all expressed in 
his poems. For beauty of imagery, coriSespondence and 
purity of form, and delicate precision oflanguage, there are 
a few pieces which, we believe, defy the correcting hand. 
Where could a word be altered in that molten, liquid Sax- 
on, the Humble-Bee ? It is wrong to break the continuous, 
compact terseness of the piece, — but what a recurring, 
haunting melody in those lines -* 

" Insect lover of the snn, 
Joy of thy dominion ! 
Sailor of the atmoephere, 
Swimmer through the waves of air ; 
Voyager of liffht and noon ; 
Epicurean of June ; 
Wait, I prithee, till I come 
Within earshot of thy hum. 
**■*#*# 

Thou, in sunny solitudes. 
Rover of the underwoods. 
The green silence dost displace. 
With thy mellow, hreezy hass." 

And for accuracy of description, and perfect sweetness of 
measure, what can surpass the lines, 

*' Aught unsavoiy or unclean, 

Hath my insect never seen ; / 

But violets and hilherrv bells, 

Maple sap and daf^dels. 

Grass wiUi green flag half-mast high, 

Succory to match the skv. 

Columbine with horn of honey, 

Scented fern and agrimony. 

Clover, catch-fly, addei's tongue, 

And brier roses, dwelt among; 

All beside was unknown waste^ 

All was picture as he passed." 
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Surely the only lines which can be compared with these, 
are the choice passages from " II Fenseroso," which, in- 
deed, the " Humble- Bee " continually suggests. Many of 
our readers, probably, have read " The Problem." In ma- 
ny respects it is the most remarkable composition of mod- 
ern times. The essence of Mr. Emerson's whole creed, 
the oil of transcendentalism is there, purified from every 
repulsive element, and made attractive by the splendid 
imagery and diction through which it is conveyed. The 
utmost limits of condensation which language can bear, 
consistently with a polish which destroys the least protu- 
berance of roughness, are here attained. The secret lies 
in the compactness and energy of the thought, rather than 
in the closeness of the words. The lines seem like ada- 
mant ground smoother than a needle. The formula of 
the piece should be — the style of Tacitus raised to a high- 
er power, and set to the music of " Christabel." Every 
couplet is loaded with a philosophy, and each proposition 
reverses the common laws of the world. We had the 
pleasure of conversing not long since with a friend who 
has thought and written much upon the spiritual laws of 
our nature, and who possesses an almost unrivalled power 
of felicitous utterance, which gives to his discourse the 
blended charms of Sidney Smith and Coleridge, and he 
confessed to us that six lines of " The Problem " had ex- 
actly uttered the secret of his best hours, and highest moods. 
Who will doubt the identity of art and nature after the au- 
thoritative annunciation : 

" Earth proudly wears the Parthenon, 
As the best gem upon her zone ; 
And morning opes with haste her lids, 
To gaze upon the Pjrramids. 

• ***•*# 

These temples grew as grows the grass, 
Art might obey, but not surpass. 
The passive master lent his hand 
To the vast soul that o'er him planned." 

The poem " The Sphinx," too, for original statement of a 
hackneyed theme, and for the subtile art of the structure, 
will repay continual study. We can only quote the clos- 
ing verse, which exhibits the philosophy of the piece as 
well as the freshness and purity of the style. 

14» 
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^Uprose the merry S^^inx, 
And crouched no more in stone ; 
She melted into purple cloud, 
She silvered in the moon ; 
She spired into a yellow flame ; 
She flowered in blossoms red ; 
She flowed into a foaming wave ; 
She stood Monadnoc's head." 
Through a thousand voices, 
Spoke the universal dame : 
** Who telleth one of my meanings, 
Is master of all I am." 

Mr. Emerson's genius is never more happily displayed 
than in his positive affirmations of the ideal as the gronnd- 
jrork and inherent cause of what is called the real. 
Whether in prose or verse, his style, under the inspiration 
of that topic, rises at once into an oracular, dithyrambic 
movement He seems possessed with that mania which 
Plato, in the Pheedrus, calls a beautiful delirium, and which 
without obscuring the thought, heightens the expression, by 
releasing it from the limits of personality, and by giving to 
it the authority of absolute truth. Take, for instance, that 
verse from the ^ World Soul," the very melody of which, 
to our ears, has a tone of the wild and supernatural. 

** And what if trade sow cities 

Like shells along the shore, 
And thatch with towns the prairies broad, 

With railwaj^ ironed o'er ? — 
Thev are but sailing foam bells 

Along Thought's causing stream, 
And take their shape and sun-color 

From him that sends the dream." 

And again in the " Ode to Beauty " — 

''All that's good and ^at with thee 

Works in close conspiracy ; 

Thou hast bribed the dark and lonely 

To report thv features only, 

And the cold and purple morning, 

Itself with thoughts of thee adorning, 

E'en the flowing azure air, 

Thou hast touched for my despair." 

We cannot omit to notice the " Dirge " and " Threnody ^ 
wliich introduce us to the secret sanctuary of the Poet's 
heart, and therefore interest us from another side. Both 
were suggested by the expeiienoe €»f grief, and both betray 
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inexpressible sensibility to the finer emotions and relations 
of the soul. They convey to us the gentle thrill of his 
spirit to the touch of bereavement, a thrill as spiritual and 
as pure as the longing melody awakened from an iEolian 
harp by the first melancholy sigh of the autumn air. We 
never read a more original poetic conception, or a fresher 
statement of the unity in which kindred hearts are bound, 
and which charges the most trivial memorials with the 
richness of spiritual associations, than the verse in the 
** Dirge," referring to the death of his brothers, — 

"I touch this flower of silken leaf, 
Which once our childhood knew ; 
Its soft leaves wound me with a grief 
Whose balsam never grew." 

We have heard the " Threnody " characterised as cold 
and cheerless, as being the musical utterance of anguish 
alone, not rising into a single strain of triumphant faith, its 
monotone of sadness unrelieved by a single note of hope 
or promise. Mr. Emerson, it is true, — and this is the on- 
ly drawback from the pleasure which the frequent reading 
of his volume gives us — does not acknowledge the Chris- 
tian sources of consolation, as they are usually and prop- 
erly drawn from- a supernatural and historical revelation. 
He cannot see the divine halo around the head of Jesus. 
In open language he will not speak of God, the Father. 
And even if he possessed a Christian faith, he would not 
be likely to receive its solace, or to express his peace, in 
any conventional and common form. Still, we believe thi« 
estimate of the " Threnody " is not fair. Christians read 
it without considering that the phraseology, so strange and 
cold to them, may cover a faith upon which another mind 
relies secure. The truths believed, rather than the manner 
of holding them, must give the mind repose. Mr. Emer^ 
son is more a Christian than his theory of universal inspi- 
ration allows him to confess. That is consolation which 
supports my mind, not yours. It is the constant sense <rf 
immortality, a spiritual experience which reveals the maj- 
esty of spiritual life, and a trust in the benevolence of an 
overruling power, which constitute the essence of true 
Christian strength in sorrow, and in its own Pantheistic 
dialect, the conclusion of the "Threnody" is eloqueat 
with these impressive truths. 
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** What is excellent, 
As God lives, is pennanent ; 
Hearts are dust, hearths loves remain ; 
Heart's love wiU meet thee again." 

It is, indeed, the poet's fault, if he will persist in translating 
the fresh language of the heart into the frosty clearness of 
the intellect ; but it must be charged to the critic's preju- 
dice if he wiU not read the process, and detect the secret of 
the written words. 

In our hasty notice of this remarkable volume, we have 
not mentioned any of the longer compositions such as 
« Merlin," " Saadi," " Uriel," " Monadnoc," « Woodnotes," 
" Initial, DaBmonic and Celestial Love," which reveal 
more fully the elements of the author's poetic, philosophi- 
cal, and religious creed. But, however valuable and inter- 
esting these may be as rhythmical expressions of his 
views, we are decidedly of the opinion that the real poetry 
of the volume is in the smaller and less pretending pieces. 
Indeed, the study of his longer poems impresses us with 
the firm conviction that there are peculiarities in Mr. Em- 
erson's genius which are unfavorable to the attainment of 
the highest poetic excellence. To present all the grounds 
on which this judgment rests would involve a thorough 
analysis of those pieces themselves, and also a discussion 
of the question, what are the distinguishing chamcteristics 
of poetry ; — a question which even a superficial acquaint- 
ance with modern criticism will teach us is not definitely 
settled. 

We have stated that Mr, Emerson is a true psycholo- 
gist, the interpreter of the soul. Here lies the secret of his 
power, and, we believe, also, of his incapacity to be 
a great poet. With an ear delicate enough to appreciate 
the finest rhythm and the purest melody ; with a keenness 
and originality of thought which require and can com- 
mand the utmost precision and freshness of language; 
with a view of nature which supplies him always with- po- 
etic conceptions, he is able to produce, as he has produced, 
some small pieces of exquisite beauty, and polished to the 
last degree of refinement and grace. But his genius is of 
too sharp and cold a structure to challenge a place among 
bards of the highest class. Poetry is not his native realm 
He cannot soar, but, in his own language, 
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^ He shall aye climb 
For his rhyme." 

Notwithstanding his marvelous powers, nay, because of 
them, be must be ranked among the Amateurs and Artists 
on Parnassus ; he is not a heaven-bom heir. Poems like 
"the Humble-Bee " and " Problem " belong to that class 
which a true critic who knows the essence and the laws of 
of poetry, and can command the deepest resources of lan- 
guage, would produce. They are built ; they do not grow. 
They are poetic and musical statements, rather than po- 
ems. They are not master-pieces of painting, but rather 
splendid specimens of mosaic. We do not desire to can- 
cel a single expression in relation to " The Humble-Bee," 
either as to its beauty, melody, or compactness, but let any 
one compare it with Shelley's " Sky- Lark," or Keats' 
" Nightingale," and he will learn the difference between the 
natural gush of poetic inspiration, and the finest triumphs 
of an artist. 

Besides a lack of breadth in his topics and a wearisome 
sameness of manner, Mr. Emerson's vision is too keen to 
write easily and at much length in verse. The natural 
expression of his mind is the prose of " Compensation " 
and " The Method of Nature." For the sharpness and 
brilliancy of his ideas require a pointed and epigrammatic 
dress. His imagery is created not to satisfy and appease 
a craving for beauty, but is held in strict subordination to 
the intellect, as a clearer medium of expression. It does 
not take the form of symbols as is the case with the high- 
est poetry, but rather of foci for condensing the intellectual 
rays into an intenser stream. And thus, by his very men- 
tal constitution, Mr. Emerson is not a poet, but a seer. We 
cannot say that his genius is analytic, for there is no logi- 
cal process in the movement of his thought He never 
dissects; but his glance naturally detects the minutest 
mystery of every object on which it is thrown. By a 
more penetrative vision, he reports what other men can 
only disclose by digging and laborious meditative toil. In 
reading his pieces we feel as though we were for the first 
time quite wide awake. No man, probably, ever exhibited, 
in a higher degree, reach of intellect united with acuteness 
of vision. Subtile as sun-rays, his thought never discovers 
its track, but proves its power by showing you the distant 
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discs in the universe of mind, which its light discloses and 
upon which its beams impinge. In the intellectual world 
his eye has at once a space-penetrating and a magnifying 
power, uniting telescopic and microscopic virtues, as 
though Lord Ross's reflector could reveal the structure 
and the vegetation of Uranus. Instead of being creative 
and plastic, Mr. Emerson's power is interpretative and 
critical. It is an error, or an abuse of language, we think, 
to attribute to him great vigor of imagination. He has 
little imagination, using the word in the sense in which we 
apply it to Shakspeare and Milton. His power of lan- 
guage results from keenness of intellectual perception, 
and the charm of his style consists in the fresh anal- 
ogies and natural correspondences through which his 
subtile conceptions are conveyed. Every figure which 
adorns his page has a sharp physiognomy, and is the 
natural body of a brilliant, nervous thought. The tem- 
per of his wit is so pure that it will cut through adamant, 
and its edge so fine, that, like the blade of Saladdin, it wiU 
sever gauze. 

But we shall look in vain, throughout the list of his 
longer poems, for exhibitions of that fusing fire which 
solves the elements of experience and of nature, to recast 
them into purer shapes. They are all theories and state- 
ments; they are reports not poems. We recognise in 
" Uriel," " Saadi," " Monadnoc," merely rhymed expres- 
sions of many familiar views which are better stated, be- 
cause more naturally and freely stated, in the " Essays." 
And besides, Mr. Emerson's volume does not display any 
signs of that unconsciousness which always characterizes 
a poet of the upper rank. Exact self-knowledge and a 
microscopic eye are essential to a great Essayist, are ad- 
mirable for prose, but they are withering and fatal to the 
life of poetry. There is poetry in science, and poetry in 
philosophy ; but it is not Herschel, nor Hazlitt that shall 
embody it in form. They may appreciate it better than 
others, and may dissect its structure, but it must come with 
a natural unconscious flow from a spontaneous fountain in 
an inspired breast We may apppeal to our author for 
testimony that the " poet speaks adequately, only when he 
speaks somewhat wildly, or, ' with the flower of the mind ;' 
not with the intellect, used as an organ, but with the Intel- 
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lect released from all service, and suffered to take its direc- 
tion from its celestial life ; or, as the ancients were wont to 
express themselves, not with intellect alone, but with the 
intellect inebriated by nectar." This is a perfect statement, 
but we do not believe that Mr. Emerson's spirit is capable 
of this divine intoxication. His brain never reels, and the 
" fine frenzy " cannot unsettle the steady vision of his 
piercing eye. No one has stated better the omnipresent 
action of the " Over-soul," but it is through some peasant 
Burns, or modest Shakspeare, that the Over-soul flows 
freest, rather than through Schiller who counts and meas- 
ures the pulses as they come. Mr. Emerson's volume 
more than any other poems we have ever read, is charac- 
terised by a lack of this unconsciousness. Like Uriel, the 
beauty of the bard seems parched by a " sad self-knowl- 
edge." Truth is always his aim ; and the finest passages 
he has ever produced fall naturally into measured prose, 
like that at the close of the Cambridge " Address," and 
also at the conclusion of " The Method of Nature." And 
these passages move us because they are the powerful ut- 
terance of far-reaching moral vision. They come from a 
spirit quivering with a prophetic, rather than with a poetic, 
thrill. Poetry demands an unconscious calmness and 
more repose. But there is little of this repose in Mr. Em- ' 
erson's volume. We find no relief of shadows in his po- 
ems, no rich and mellow radiance even, no healthy myste- 
ry, no religious gloom, but an all-illuminating, cloudless, 
burning glare, as of the sun in an Arabian sky. Even in 
dealing with the Infinite, he must reveal the whole se- 
cret ; he must be an engraver, not a painter ; he must ex- 
press, not suggest. 

And here, we think, lies the explanation of that enig- 
matic dress, in which his longer poems are enveloped. 
The highest poetic expression of beauty is symbolic and 
flowing. It would be robed in a mystic veil. " A beauty 
not explicable, is dearer than a beauty which we can see 
to the end of." And therefore its proper medium, as in 
Milton's descriptive passages, is ansilogous to the Autumn 
haze which softens, and spiritualizes, and throws a witch- 
ing mystery around the commonest objects and the most 
irregular outlines. But Mr. Emerson has not this power. 
His convex eye would shave the twinkle from the star to 
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give U3 the disc; and we believe that the ambignons and 
enigmatic statement of the " World-Soul," and " Merlin,*' 
and ^ Mithridates," is a resource of art, to conceal the an- 
gularity and unpoetic sharpness of the thought involved. 
As though the formulas of science acquired an eesthetio 
virtue by being stated in cipher. 

But we have written double what we intended upon 
Mr. Emerson's volume, and must still regret that we have 
not been able to elucidate and defend our criticism by an 
analysis of some of his longer poems. Our objection to 
them is, not that they are not studded with splendid im- 
agery, and sparkling gems, but that they lack the unction of 
poetry, and could better have been conveyed in his terse 
and brilliant prose. They were produced from the intel- 
lect alone. That inspiration from which they were crea^ 
ted was not the " ebb of the individual rivulet before the 
flowing surges of the sea of life." And they suggest and 
illustrate, what we are confident is true, that the author has 
not one of those liquid souls, which, like Homer's and 
Sbakspeare's, melt into, and mix with, and lose themselves 
in nature, but is rather a diamond gem, insoluble in any 
fire, which retains unharmed its stubborn personality, and 
flashes back the light at every angle, in a\^old, but dazzling 
intellectual ray. We must close the volume, with the 
confession that, with all its faults as poetry, it contains 
some pieces of the highest artistic merit, and that we have 
derived from it more pleasure, and we may say perhaps, 
deeper views, than from any other literary production we 
have ever read. And it is certainly some compensation to 
ourselves for the estimate we have felt compelled, reluc- 
tantly enough, to make of the poet, that we have risen from 
the study of his verse with a higher reverence for the Phi- 
losopher, and a deeper love for Uie Essayist t. s. x. 
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Art. XI. 
Absurdities of Philological Hypercritidsm. 

Letter to the Editor. 

AU'Bauen^ (in Hanover^) Dec, 4th^ 1846. 

Dear Sir, — I add a few words on the queerest 

of all curiosities I have met with, in my tour, — that little com- 
pany of monomaniac philologers, who have gathered, from va- 
rious parts of Germany, into this wild, secluded village, among 
the Hartz Mountains, and formed a Society, called the Worter- 
klauber-Vereinigung. I forgot to give you the name, in my last ; 
or, rather, I had not then learned it. My friend, hojiest Herr 
Ludwig, has since taken me to one of their sittings, in the old 
Amthaus. They meet here, every month, and read Essays, 
which are written by the members in turn. Never was I so 
amused, — diverted almost into convulsions, by the incredible 
mixture of great learning with stone-blind ignorance of things and 
of the world. You must know that their only science is that of 
words, and of verbal interpretation. Whithersoever this leads 
them, thither they go, as unconscious of any possible absurdity, 
as a machine would be. Their library (how they got it, with 
their scanty means. Heaven only knows !) fills five large rooms, 
one of which is wholly occupied by American books, pamphlets, 
newspapers, &c. I found about thirty members present, listening 
to a dissertation, by Prof. Schwarmer, on the government of an- 
cient Athens, as gathered from the force of the Greek particles. 
Though astonished at the extent of the author's reading, and, I 
may add, ingenuity, I was often near bursting with suppressed 
laughter, at the whimsicality of the inferences which he drew, 
and which were proposed, and received, with an unsuspecting 
gravity that defies all description. The truth is, neither he, nor 
his associates, have an idea, but what they have derived through 
some philological process ; and they are, therefore, incapable of 
comparing their ludicrous conclusions with facts or with general 
principles, which would serve to correct them. Straight-forward 
interpretation is their only guide. At the close, friend Ludwig 
introduced me, as an American, to some of the older Professors. 
Dr. Ausleger, the President, immediately inquired, " Which side 
do you take, my dear Sir, on the great question between the 
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Gegenwartists and the Zukimflists ?'*^ I told him that I unfortu- 
nately did not understand to what he referred. " Is it possible ? " 
said he ; " but you have, of course, seen the controversy that 
amtated our learned Society, concerning your American prisons ?" 
"1 have not had that pleasure," I replied. " Ach, mein Gott ! '* 
exclaimed half a dozen, at once, ^' he has not read Dr. Ausleger^s 
Argument!'' — " nor,*' echoed half a dozen others, "nor Prof. 
Spitzfinder's Refutation of the Dr. ! Where can he have 
studied ! " I leave you to imagine the scene that followed. 
I think I am not very easily abashed ; but do not despise me, if I 
own that, never in my life, had I been so mortified at my igno- 
xance, though I suspected, all the while, that " the great question" 
was one of their fantastic conceits. When we returned, friend 
Ludwig explained the matter. It seems that, about seven years 
ago, a fierce dispute arose between two parties in the Worter- 
klauber-Yereinigung, with respect to (you never would guess 
what !) — with respect to the place and duration of State-pris<ni 
punishment, in America, — whether it were in the future world, 
and eternal, or in the present, and but temporary 1 You will 
hardly believe that I state it fairly ; I assure you, however, it is 
but a just specimen of many of their questions. Among the 
voluminous publications of the Society, friend Ludwig showed 
me several Essays on the subject They contain an immense 
aumber of passages in point, which are quoted from American 
works, •— more than I should have supposed it possible to collect, 
even on your side of the Atlantic. I send you the concluding 
chapters of two of these Essays, that you may see what a philo- 
logical monomania will bring men to. The first is from that of 
Dr. Ausleger himself. ^ 

" Here, then, we have more than one thousand and two 
hundred passages, collected out of every class of Ameri- 
can writers, from the highest to the lowest They must, 
therefore, be regarded as expressing the universal opinion 
in America. It J mistake not, every sentence is here pro- 
duced, that has appeared, on the subject, from the Trans- 
atlantic press. Should others be found, I shall be ready 
to give them due consideration ; for it is truth, and truth 
alone, that I value. But of the passages now collected, 
what is the result, in respect to the place and duration of 
State-prison punishment? 

1 We, of couree, ffiye the "Extracts'" in an English translation, in- 
stead of inserting them in the original Latin ; in which, we suppose, all 
the papers of the Worterklauber-Vereinigung are published.—- ££<£tor» 
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" 1. One hundred and sixteen of them expressly assert 
that * the wretched souls [i. e. of the State-prison convicts,] 
are shut out from the common blessings of life ; ' that 

* these guilty souls are suffering the penalty of the crimes 
they committed when abroad in the world ; ' that they are 

* obstinate soulsy 'perjured souls^ 'revengeful souls^ &c. 
&c. ; that 'these once haughty spirits have lost all hope ;* 
that ' their spirits are broken down ; ' that they are ' contu- 
macious spirits^ &C. &c. ; that they are ' but the ghosts of 
their former selves ; ' that they * are hopeless dwellers in 
Hie shadow of death ; ' that they ' are utterly cut off from 
the world,' &c. &c. (V. Class i.) If the terms, souls, 
spirits, ghosts, do not denote the state of disembodied ex- 
istence, I might safely challenge the learned (?) critics of 
the New School to produce any words in the Anglican 
language that will answer the purpose. Nay, it is ex- 
pressly said, that they are 'cut off from the world,' — 
where the context shows the meaning to be, that they are 
cut off from this world, in their imprisonment How, 
then, can it be pretended that their imprisonment is in this 
world ? The state in which they suffer, is expressly dis- 
tinguished from the world where they committed their 
crimes ; and this, too, in repeated instances. Moreover, 
we are directly told, that they dwell ' in the shadow of 
death.' Is this in the present world ? I have carefully 
read all, perhaps, that has been published among us, on 
the opposite side ; but I must say that a conscientious 
man would fear to trifle with language, as it appears to 
me those writers do, who advocate the new-fangled hy- 
pothesis. 

" 2. Having proved that American State-prison punish- 
ment is in the world of disembodied souls, it only remains 
to inquire into its duration. Is it eternal ? or but tempo- 
rary ? (o) We have seen that no less than five hundred 
and twenty-seven passages assert, at least of some of the 
convicts, that they are ' condemned to perpetual imprison- 
ment;' to 'an everlasting confinement,' to ^everlasting 
bondage,' &c., or speak of ' the everlasting walls of their 
prison,' the ' everlasting bolts and chains,' the ' ceaseless 
vigilance of their keepers,' &c. &c. (6) Also, in three 
hundred and four passages, we find it said that they ' are 
for ever excluded from the comforts of life,' and ' for ever 
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cut off from all chance of escape,' and */or et^er exposed 
to the merciless lash,' or '/or ever dishonored,' &c. &c. (c) 
Besides these, in twenty instances, the sironger phrase 
^for ever and ever,' is used in similar connections. (V. 
Classes ii. iii. iv.) But as these latter cases occur, for the 
most part, either in poetical compositions, or in rhetorical 
language, we shall not insist on the evidence they furnish, 
but confine our premises to the expressions that are found 
in plain prose ; for we do not wish to strain the argument 
Now, if ' perpetual, everlasting, ceaseless ' punishment, — 
a punishment that lasts ' for ever,' and even ' for ever and 
ever,' is not an eternal one, there surely is no meaning in 
language. I cannot but feel, that there must be some 
want of honesty in a mind, that does not acknowledge the 
conclusiveness of this proof. 

" To a man who has a deep and pervading love of 
truth, nothing can be more painful than some of the cavils 
by which it is attempted to invalidate this proof; e. g. that 
those epithets and phrases are often used in a limited 
sense. I would gladly know if we have not always ac- 
knowledged this ? Why, then, is it so obstinately re- 
peated and re-iterated ? Has not the fact been fully ex- 
emplified, even in this Dissertation ? ( V. Class ix.) Still, 
after all that may be said, our opponents never can make 
it appear, but that the Americans apply the same epithets 
and phrases also to Deity himself, and to other subjects of 
eternal duration. ( V. Class viii.) If the language must be 
taken in a limited sense, when it refers to State-prison 
punishment, it must likewise be so understood, when used 
of those other subjects ; for it will not be denied that it is 
the same, in both cases. Here we are willing to rest the 
matter. 

" 3. As to the plea, which has been recently got up (con- 
ficta), when all other resources failed, viz. that * the State- 
prisons, in which this punishment is. inflicted, are in the 
present world ; and, therefore, the punishment itself must 
be here, too,' — its futility is easily shown. Two con- 
siderations are sufficient for this purpose, (o) From the 
genesis of language, all terms expressive of the future 
state, are borrowed from sensuous, mundane objects; 
e. g. heaven, from the visible firmament ; hell, from a con- 
cealed pit ; so, too, eternal /(/I?, eternal deaths the New- 
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Jerusalem, Paradise, &c. And, therefore, if the Ameri- 
cans meant to express the future state of punishment, they 
were obliged, by the necessity of the case, to use some 
word that belonged, primarily, to things in this world. 
(6) ' State-prison ' was, indeed, the name, originally, of a 
building, or of a set of buildings, provided by the civil 
authorities for the punishment of criminals, on earth ; as 
we have abundantly shown in this Dissertation. (V. Class 
V.) But, by a very natural and easy metonymy, it became, 
in process of time, the name appropriated, in American 
usage, to the world of woe, after death. We refer the 
reader to the sixty-five passages, already quoted, (V. Class 
vi.), from the venerable and reverend Dr. Beecher,' who is 
President of an American College, and from other learned 
and popular divines of that country. So many times do 
they expressly call hell ' God's State-prison,' the * Prison 
of the Universe,' the * Prison of woe,' &c. &c. and the 
damned * the spirits in prison,' &c. &c. They also indi- 
cate, plainly enough, the peculiar analogical process, by 
which the word passed into this tropical use ; for they 
suppose that the number of the finally miserable will bear 
the same proportion to the rest of mankind, that the con- 
victs in America bear to the whole population. 

" In conclusion, I must be allowed to say, that, when I 
consider, on one hand, the clearness of the case, and, on 
the other, the sophisms and manifest evasions to which 
those resort who ' darken counsel with words,' I dread to 
think that the indignation of the learned world will not 
always slumber. I say this in sorrow, rather than in the 
pride of victory," &c. 

Dtssertationes^ in Baverm Phtlohgia ArcHoris Academia. KabUa. 
Tom. xii. p. 896^901. 

Of this Dissertation, which at first made some noise in Ger- 
many, there was a Review published at Jena, in 1841, by a 
writer who took a more common-sense view of the matter. He 
showed that the author had strained words too hard, and had not 
allowed the usual license for language ; that he had pushed the 
use of mere philology altogether beyond its province ; had wholly 

s The Latin is, ^ viro venerabili ac reverendissimo Bietschero, Doc- 
tore, atque Universitatis PraBside," etc. We suppose there can be no 
question that the name is intended for that of our truly venerable Dr. 
Beecher. — Editor, 

15» 
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overlooked the obvious considerations which the case itself pre- 
sented ; and that even his authorities, though taken as his only 
guide, would have led him to very different conclusions, had he 
but suffered them to stand in their natural light and in their 
rational bearings. The learned Dr., he said, was like a farmer, 
whose proper business was, to gather up the harvest that lay out 
abroad on all the face of his fields, but who, instead of caring for 
their natural growth, excavated his grounds, especially the rocky 
portions of them, in search of gold and silver mines, — and thus 
came to some rather laughable results. A good figure ! I shall 
not trouble you with an analysis of the argument (though it is 
very skillfully conducted,) by which the general elements, that 
really decide the case, are distinguished from the single words 
and phrases which the Dr. had so unconsciously perverted by his 
narrow, pedantic criticisms. The Review is, in substance, such 
as we might suppose an American would write, if we except a 
few theories that are too fine-drawn, perhaps, for our coarser 
intellects. 

Would you believe it? This common-sense treatment of the 
subject gave offence even to Dr. Ausleger's opponents, in the 
Worterklauber-Vereinigung, as well as to his own party. No 
true Worterklauber could brook an argument that went beyond 
the domain of philology. In a short time. Prof. Spitzfinder pre- 
pared his own Refutation of the Dx., on the grounds of their 
favorite science. Here is the concluding Chapter ; or, rather, 
that part of it which contains the recapitulation of his premises. 
I find that the whole would be too long to be copied, if not too 
tedious to be read. 

" Notwithstanding the wide range, over which this dis- 
cussion has run, we may sum up the whole in the fol- 
lowing Synopsis ; referring, however, to the preceding 
Sectibns, for a full illustration of each point 

*' I. Everlastings in the English or American (^1.) 
tongue, is a compound word, composed of ever and last' 
ing : the latter being either the present participle of the 
verb to last, or else an adjective form of an adverb. 
(§'s 2, 3.) What are the definitions of these two simple 
words ? 

" 1. Ever is thus defined by the standard lexicographer 
Johnson : ' at any time ; at all times ; for ever ; a word 
of enforcement, (e. g. as soon as ever he had done it)/ 

(§ 4.) 
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" 2. To last is thus defined, by the same authority : * to 
endure ; to continue.' (§ 5.) Therefore, laslingy the present 
participle of this verb, means continuing, that is, continu* 
ing now^ enduring wou?, or at present (§ 6.) 

" Now, put, these two sets of definitions together, and 
we have the true sense of the compound everlastings thus : 
a) now continuing or enduring at any time ; or, now con- 
tinuing at all times ; or, now continuing for ever ; or, now 
continuing as an enforcement b) Only the first and the 
last of these, can be the signification ; because, we must 
be careful to preserve the sense of present time, on ac- 
count of the present tense of the participle lasting^ that is 
included in the compound word ; and it would be absurd 
to say that any thing is now continuing at all times, or is 
now continuing for ever. We must, therefore, set these 
aside from the list, c) We prefer the last signification, 
namely, continuing now as an enforcement ; because, the 
condition of convicts in the state-prison, is obviously an 
enforced punishment, — and this is probably what is 
meant by calling it everlasting, d) If, however, our op- 
ponents choose the first signification, it amounts to what 
is nearly the same : that, at any time when the authors 
were writing, the convicts were continuing in prison, in 
punishment, &c. (See §'s 7-11.) This, then, is all that is 
implied by everlasting punishment 

"3. There is also another sense of the word ever^ 
as we gather from some of its compounds. Ever-green 
is thus defined by Johnson : * verdant through the year.' 
Here, ever means a year, e) According to this, ever* 
lasting would be, continuing through the year ; that is, 
through the present year, because, the participle is present. 
(\ 12.) Everlasting punishment is, therefore, punishment 
lor a year. 

" 4. The termination, lasting^ may also be an adjective 
form, from the adverb last ; which is thus defined by John- 
son : ' the last time ; the time before the present ; in con- 
clusion.' (§ 13.) In this case, (as no derivative can mean 
more than its primitive, § 14,) everlasting only relates to /) 
any time before the present, or to any time in conclusion; 
so that the American writers, when they use this word, 
mean to assert expressly that State-prison punishment is 
either past already, or is now coming to a conclusion. 
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(§ 15.) And, that this is really the fact, appears from the 
movements of the Prison Discipline Society. (§ 16-18.) 

" We have thus given all the possible significations of 
everlasting'. The world will judge, for itself, whether we 
have refuted the Dr.'s positions. 

** II. 1. For ever* Taking the definitions, just recapitu- 
lated, this phrase can only mean, for any time ; or, for all 
times ; or, for a year ; or, for enforcement, (§ 19.) — the 
last being the probable meaning, in the subject now in 
question, for reasons already given. Accordingly, to 
* suffer for eter^ is literally to suffer by way of enforce- 
ment This is all. If, however, it implies any duration, 
it may be only for any conceivable point of time^ or, at 
most, for a year. (§ 20.) That it must be a limited pe- 
riod, is demonstrated by the following: 

" 2. For ever and ever^ &c. Now, did for ever signify 
eternal, as our opponents contend, then for ever and ever 
would signify twice eternal ; and for ever more, eternal 
and more still, — all which would be absurd. Obviously, 
the phrase means, literally, a) for any time and another 
time ; in short, a period just twice as long as the former. 
(§ 21.) Or, more probably, b) for two enforcements, (§ 19) ; 
because, as we have seen, the phrase is often used of those 
convicts who are, for the second time, in enforced impris- 
onment. (§'s 22, 23.) In some instances, however, c) for 
two years, according to the signification of ever in the 
compound, ever-green. And this is rather confirmed by 
the examples we have detected of its reference to such as 
were sentenced to an imprisonment of two years, (§ 24)." 
&c &c. 

Diss, in Bcmeim Phil Arctiorie Acad, habitcD, Tcnn. xili. pp. 711 — ^713. 

I confess that one reason, with me, for sending you these 
Extracts, is that they seem to resemble, in some respects, certain 
criticisms that I used to be vexed with, among our American 
theologians. If, however, they serve to entertain you, that will 
be a better reason. I find the publications of the Society an 
exhaustless fund of amusement, as you may well suppose, when 
I tell you they amount to twenty-seven enormous octavo volumes. 
Should the state of my health make it necessary for me to re- 
main here till Spring, I may select three or four other specimens, 
which I have marked for your diversion. 

I am, dec. c. T. T. 
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P. S. I have been told of a Society, in Eastern Germany, 
that would seem to be the counterpart of the Worterklauber- 
Vereinigung. The members, it is said, discard philology alto- 
gether, and pretend to divine all facts, and the significance of all 
language, by means exclusively of their own self-consciousness. 
A friend assures me, that, in their examination of the " great 
question " concerning our State-prison punishment, they main- 
tain that it is the sense of constraint which our spiritual nature 
feels, before it recognizes itself as the Infinite. I am promised 
the loan of their publications. Should I find any thing very 
amusing, look for it in my next. 



Art. XII. 
Destiny of the Human Race* 

What are the prospects of our race? What are its 
current tendencies ? What are the hopes which we may 
entertain for it? What is the temporal destiny that 
awaits it ? In a word, what will be its position thousands 
of ages in the future ? 

I ask these questions, not with reference to any partic- 
ular people or nation, but with reference to universal 
humanity, considered as a unit. They relate not merely 
to the progress of the race in the arts and sciences, in 
literature and knowledge, or in physical resoiurces ; but to 
its progress in what should be the end of all progress — 
virtue. Others have frequently detailed the rapid growth 
of particular cities and sections of country ; the rise and 
progress of certain sects and parties ; the unparalleled in- 
crease of light and knowledge, and the wonderful triumphs 
of Christian truth, during given periods. It is mine to 
inquire, Whither does all this tend ? What are the final 
issues ? Is the course of our race, in the long run, on- 
wards? or, is it one of eternal vacillation and uncer- 
tainty? 

Whoever, with a philosophic eye, scans the past, and 
rightly reads the present, will behold, in the temporal 
destiny of our race, 

** a brighter, loftier life for man." 
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He will easily come to believe that a future will ultimate- 
ly be reached, the glory of which, it has been given few to 
conceive ; that the wearisome efforts, which have proved 
BO many heart-burdens, and have saddened the hours of 
so many of God's spiritual noblemen, will surely work 
out a measure of redemption for man ; that the philan- 
thropic in the past, the benevolent in the present, and the 
thoroughly christian in the future, are all so many agen- 
cies in the successful moulding and attempering of hu- 
manity ; that even the failures of the unsuccessful, are but 
advances in disguise. 

I am aware that the past presents its retrogression and 
national overthrows. I am aware that the lost arts of 
Egypt, the exhumed treasures of Herculaneum, and the 
classic ruins of Greece and Rome — to say nothing of 
Nineveh, Babylon, Jerusalem, and their sister cities m 
ruins — I am aware that all these are eloquent in their 
stories of national reverses. And I may be pointed to 
these, as evidence of the necessary transientness of human 
good, and of the groundlessness of all high cherished 
hopes. 

But r feel constrained to question this testimony. It is 
true, nations rise, and fall again. But a nation's mil is the 
world's advance. A given point in a carriage wheel, 
climbs its curve to its highest altitude, then descends a 
like curve to the ground again; but the wheel, in the 
meantime, is constantly rolling onward. So both indi- 
viduals and nations are born, attain to their maturity, 
decay in their age, and pass away. Their experience, 
however, whether it be written in joyousness, or in sorrow, 
is so much added to the world's treasury of good — to 
the stock of experimental facts, wherein the world's wis- 
dom lies. 

In judging of the world's advance, we meet with a very 
serious difficulty in the outset. The greatness of the scale 
of measurement, transcends the limits of our powers of 
vision. The lessons of practical wisdom, taught us in the 
criminal, or virtuous life, of a single individual, may be 
easily understood. A large part of that life is before us. 
We behold, at a single glance, both cause and effect, as 
exhibited therein. But when we attempt to consider, in 
conjunction, the lessons drawn from many millions of in- 
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dividual lives— to observe, not the reflex consequences 
alone, which result to each individual ei the whole num- 
ber, but the effects they mutually produce upon each other, 
and especially upon the generations that shall come after 
them — to attempt thus to draw, from individual observa- 
tions, the higher lessons of national expmence, is a mueh 
more difficult task* 

Besides; not only must lessons of national wisdom be 
deduced firom the combined influence of many millions of 
cotemporary individuals, but that influence must be viewed 
in the phase it assumes when modified by the influence of 
several successive generations. Rightly to catch this 
phase, in the case of any nation cotemporary with the 
observer, requires a breadth of vision, and a depth of 
penetration, rarely possessed. Look upon any of the 
prominent nations of the earth, at the present moment 
Who can read to us the ultimate lessons they may fur^ 
nish? Take, as examples, England and the United 
States — the two great competitors upon the theatre of 
national experiment They lie before us, both marred in 
their fair proportions, by the moral anomaUes they pre- 
sent The philanthropy of the one, in the freeing of its 
slaves, trumpeted the world around, contrasts strangely 
with its pauperism, its oppression, its immense national 
debt, and its unholy and cruel warfares. The civilized 
world has long stood amazed at the spectacle it presents. 
And its recent political movements, so far from removing 
the previously existing incongruities, serve but to make 
confusion worse confounded. Nor have I any thing more 
favorable to remark of the other. Its emblazoned decla- 
ration of Equal Rights, and professed love of liberty, fall 
upon the ear, in strange discordant tones, as they mingle 
with the cries of its three millions of slaves. Now we 
may define the various already operating causes of na- 
tional growth, and decay ; but who will attempt to unfold, 
in advance, the truths which the experience of these na- 
tions will finally illustrate? The long line of their 
national being, stretches out before us, reaching far on 
into the future. We behold but few points in that line— • 
far too few, from which to determine the cycle of their 
national being. He who studied the history of the Roman 
Empire in the early part of the 12th century of its being, 
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could not learn therefrom the same lessons of national 
wisdom, that are attainable by the student of later times. 
The great national problem was then but half solved. 
Though eleven hundred years of its existence had passed 
away, even this was a period too brief, to enable one to 
pronounce oracularly upon the fate of the nation, or to 
anticipate the lessons of wisdom, which its history ulti- 
mately presented. Thus, while the individual cycle may 
embrace less than a score of years, the national round may 
include many centuries. 

But when we have risen to an appreciation of the great- 
ness of the scale of national experience and progress, we 
have not finished our labor. We have but taken the 
second step in our inquiry. A third remains to be taken. 
And as we have risen from the individual, to the national 
cycle ; so, by a still farther advance, must we rise to the 
cycle of our race. But already is the reach too great for 
us. And if the advance, yet to be made, is not greater 
than that already made, it must still require a sweep of 
thought, to which we are altogether inadequate. Stated 
mathematically, our conclusion, thus far, would stand ; — 
As the cycle of the individual, — in which is completed 
the individual destiny : is to the cycle of the nation — in 
which is completed the national destiny ; so is the cycle 
of the nation, to the cycle of the race — in which is com- 
pleted the temporal destiny of the race. We have already 
•een that the mean term of this proportion, the national 
cycle, is too great for our grasp. Much more, then, must 
the yet unknown extreme, the cycle of the race, be too 
great for our grasp. It is plain, therefore, that we can do 
no more than to become convinced of the fact of human 
progress, when judged on an extended scale, leaving the 
great cycle of that progress undetermined. 

This point finds an apt illustration, in the question of 
the sun's revolution, with its attendant planets, around 
some great central orb of the universe. The secondary 
planets revolve in their several orbits about their prima- 
ries. The primaries, accompanied by their secondaries, 
revolve in their several orbits, about the sun. Now does 
the sun, accompanied by its retinue of planets, revolve in 
an orbit of its own, around a still greater centre ? In the 
first place, analogy would seem to answer this question in 
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the affirmative. But, in the second place, the nncertain 
deductions of analogy are confirmed by phenomena 
actually presented in the heavens. In the direction of the 
constellation Hercules, the stars are apparendy receding 
from each other, and new stars are bursting upon our sight 
In the opposite point of the heavens, the stars gradually 
approach each other, and some of them entirely disappear. 
These phenomena are precisely those which would be 
produced by the sun's moving from the one portion, to- 
wards the other, that is, in the direction of the constellation 
named. Thus is the fact of the sun's revolution rendered 
extremely probable. • 

Now to determine the magnitude of its orbit, and the 
time of its revolution, is quite another matter. Fstr be- 
yond the orbit of Uranus, at about twice the distance of 
that planet from the sun, or 3200,000,000 of miles, a new 
planet has recently been discovered. The diameter of this 
new planet's orbit must, therefore, be some 6,400,000,000 of 
miles. The diameter of the Moon's orbit, is less than half 
of one million of miles. Suppose we now assume, that 
the ratio between the orbit of the newly discovered planet, 
and the orbit of the sun, is only equal to the ratio between 
the moon's orbit, and that of the new planet The pro- 
portion would then stand ; — As the moon's orbit is to the 
new planet's orbit, so is the new planet's orbit, to the orbit 
of the sun. Though our ratios, in this proportion, are 
more than 13,000, the sun's orbit is, doubtless, many 
times the result thus obtained. 

Indeed, the celebrated astronomer. Dr. Maedler, director 
of the Dorpat Observatory, Russia, has announced the 
discovery, by processes of his own, of what he deems 
the great central orb of the universe. It is the star Al- 

Sone. in the group long known as the Pleiades ; and 
estimated to be at " 34,000,000 of times the distance of 
the sun, or so remote that light, with a velocity of 12,000,000 
of miles per minute, requires a period of more tha^n 500 
years to pass from the great centre to our sun " — so that, 
if this central orb "were struck from the heavens to-day, it 
would continue to be visible to the generations that shall 
come after us, for more than 500 years. By this estimate, 
the diameter of the sun's orbit must be some 6,460,000,- 
000,000,000 of miles ; and the " period of its revolution, 

VOL. IV. 16 
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with all its train of planets, satellites, and comets, about 
the grand centre, as deduced by Dr. Maedler, is 18,200,000 
years." As we contemplate this vast period, and reflect 
upon the mighty round, which the sun, with all its atten* 
dant planets, has yet to run before it shall have completed 
a single revolution, we are forced to exclaim with Festus^ 

^ The WOTld 19 in its first yonng quarter jet*^ 

Now, in this illustration, the secondary planets, revolv- 
ing round their primaries, and constituting the planetary 
system, answer to the individuals which make up a nation. 
The primaries, in their revolution about the sun, consti* 
tuting the solar system, answer to the nations themselves, 
which make up ihe whole family of man. And the vas^ 
though unknown, period of the sun's revolution, which 
helps make up the sidereal system, answers to the equally 
unknown cycle of the race, which helps perfect the final 
plan of God. Were we to suppose that the period, in 
which the destiny of the race is completed, equals in du- 
ration the sun's great cycle as before given, our original 
assumption, though it mav have startled us as with the idea 
of an eternity, would ^U very far short of the truth. 
Whatever supposition we adopt, however, the difficulty, 
of which we have spoken, still remains. The cycle of 
humanity, which shall usher in its golden era, must ex- 
tend through the lapse of so many ages, that we cannot 
grasp it. Compared thereto, the period of man's history 
already past, is but as a single ray of light, to the effulgence 
of the noon-day sun. Though we cannot, however, define 
the period, in which humanity, in its progress, shall 
attain unto its final condition, we can, by a careful analy- 
sis of passing events, determine the fact of such progress, 
and come to cherish hope in a glorious future. 

Every moral achievement is one step in the progress^ 
humanity. The discussion and settlement of a practical 
truth, elevates the community, in the midst of which that 
discussion is had, just so much higher in the scale of 
moral being. Such truth being wrought out, and made 
apparent, the next generation inherits it, among its house- 
hold treasures ; learns it, as one of the first truths of child- 
hood ; and incorporates it into its fundamental principles 
of action. 
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It has been supposed that every moral problem must 
undergo a re-solution in every successive generation. 
And, since every effort of fallible beings must be uncer- 
tain in its results, it has been thought to be, at least, doubt- 
ful, whether in the correct solution of any great moral 
problem, a permanent gain is secured; and, therefore, 
doubtful, whether there is, on the whole, good reason to 
expect the permanent progress of the race. To this I 
reply; — Though uncertainty may attend human effort 
in any given individual case, the same uncertainty will 
not attach to the aggregate of human efforts. There is 
great uncertainty attending the continuance of human life, 
with a given individual ; but there is no uncertainty 
attending its continuance with reference to the great ma- 
jority of mankind. So it is even probable that some indi- 
viduals, though sincere inquirers, may err in relation to 
moral truths most clearly demonstrated, and previously 
exhibited ; but it is not probable that the whole mass of 
sincere inquirers will err with them. Once fairly en- 
throned in the public mind, such truths can scarcely fail 
to hold their sway. Unlike some handiwork of art, which, 
depending upon a secret possessed by the few, has nothing 
to secure its continued existence, and which may therefore 
be lost — moral truths, once established, become premises 
in our daily reasonings, and the foundation of our daily 
acts. 

Hence it is not correct to suppose that every moral pro- 
blem must undergo a re-solution in every successive age. 
Once fully wrought out, it ever after stands as a polar 
star, shining upon the pathway of human progress. In- 
stance the overthrow of witchcraft, among us, and the vin- 
dication of the right of individual judgment, throughout 
Protestant Christendom. The generation, now preparing 
for active life, will not be compelled to solve these problems 
anew. It is taught the right, in these matters, in childhood ; 
and will grow up strong to practise it in after years. Its re- 
lation Jlo truths thus exhibited, is not unlike its relation to 
the true system of Astronomy. Each successive genera- 
tion is not compelled to travel anew the mazy paths, in 
which Ptolemy and Tycho Brahe journeyed, before they 
can approach the truths demonstrated by Copernicus. 
These truths are taught them in their primary lessons ; 
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thus making the school-boy to stand by the side of Galileo, 
Kepler, and Newton. 

The world is growing wiser, after this very fashion, in 
relation to the treatment of its criminals. Once we had 
few facts on this head, and all philanthropic speculations 
were denounced as visionary, if not revolutionary. But 
these speculations are evidently sustained by subsequent 
experiments. It is now even proved that mild measures 
are by far the most effectual, in controlling and subduing the 
obdurate outcast. His Excellency, the Governor of our 
Commonwealth, in his late annual address, gives us an im- 
portant fact on this point. Having spoken of the excellent 
discipline in our State Prison at Charlestown, and of the 
increasing desire of the prisoners to obtain and read the 
books from the prison library, he says, " The benefits of a 
mild and humane treatment towards the unfortunate 
offenders against the laws of society, are more and more 
manifest. The credit of this experiment belongs to the 
present Warden. Thus far it has been successful." Sim- 
ilar testimony is furnished from a variety of other prisons; 
and the names of a Howard, of an Empress Elizabeth, 
a Mrs. Fry, and others, stand associated with facts, which, 
while they illustrate the foregoing truth, must gladden the 
heart of every philanthropist. 

The punishment of death, also, against which all the 
better feelings of our hearts loudly protest, is similarly 
condemned. Speculations are arrayed against each other ; 
but facts, though few in number, speak with a decisive 
voice. For two hundred and fifty years, during the 
brighter days of the Roman Republic, capital punishment 
was expressly forbidden, and seldom inflicted. The Rus- 
sian empress, Elizabeth, abolished it a century ago, and 
the result fully demonstrated the wisdom of the measure. 
Seven years experience of the workings of the same 
measure in Bombay, under Sir James Mackintosh ; sev- 
enteen, in Belgium ; and twenty-five in Tuscany,' leave 
little room to doubt, that the measure is demanded both by 
the welfare of the criminal, and by the safety of the com- 
munity. 

1 See Essays on the Punishment of Death, by Rev. C. Spear, 
pp. 76, 87. 
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Experiments upon this topic, and others, having for 
their object the removal of slavery, war, and all the great 
curses of our race, v^ill continue to multiply ; until the 
lessons they teach shall have inwrought themselves into 
the public mind, and shall be taught to successive genera- 
tions, as their first principles of action. Thus, at length, 
will a step be gained in the progress of humanity. 

I would not be understood to say, that any given posi- 
tion, once attained by any nation, becomes a fixed point, 
behind which neither that nation, nor any other, can ever 
again fall. But I would say that the fact that such posi- 
tion has once been gained, will exert ever afterward a re- 
cuperative influence. Nations may revolve around the 
point thus fixed, or recede from it ; but the spiritual and 
philanthropic seers, of every age, will keep their eyes upon 
It, and strive not only to reach it again, but even to go be- 
yond it. It will be regarded as a portion of elevated moral 
table land, beyond which, even, all future explorers will be 
expected to ascend. 

In the examination of social or national evils, yet un- 
removed, like those to which reference has been made, the 
principle we have asserted does not so clearly appear. 
And yet even here the law of progress may be seen. 
Though the evil is not put away, the public mind is 
measurably enlightened ; the public sensibilities are, in a 
good degree, quickened ; and the public energy is gather- 
ing up, preparatory to the final struggle. ,The labor once 
completed — the problem once solved — the result be- 
comes ever after a matter of history. Every succeeding 
generation, instead of renewing the struggle on the same 
ground, and solving the problem anew, will obtain its 
moral esawice, in the general truth it has evolved. Thus 
does every successive generation stand upon the shoulders 
of that which preceded it. 

In the present state of the arts and sciences, we find 
additional omens of coming good. It is true, there were 
many arts understood by the ancients, that are lost to us. 
But there are also many arts possessed by us, that were 
unknown to the ancients. And if we raise the question 
of their relative utility, the moderns will clearly bear the 
palm. What matters it that the Egyptians had a method 
of embalming and preserving the dead bodies of men ? 

16» 
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We have a method of embalming their living, burning 
thoughts! The printing press has immortalized the wis- 
dom of the last four hundred years, as well as of much 
that preceded it ; and is, at this very moment, a more pow- 
erful engine, of good or evil, than all ancient human in- 
strumentalities together. , 

I would not, in the slightest degree, detract from the true 
merits of the past I feel too sensibly the amount of our 
indebtedness to that past. The wrong of those who commit 
this sin, (and I grant the number is not small,) is worthy 
of all reprehension. By them "covenant is broken with 
the mighty dead; and they, whose ever-living wisdom, 
whether it speak to us in books, or yet more impressively 
in the institutions which they have contributed to form, to 
sanction, to improve, are often set aside to make room for 
the new, capricious, dogmatical, untried authorities of the 
day ; for partial interests, sectarian prejudice, and tempo- 
rary fashion ; for the despotic sway and idolatrous wor- 
ship of the present ; as if there were neither voice nor 
vision in the oracular past." ^ But while we acknowledge 
the wisdom of the past, and take a true pleasure in bring- 
ing to its altar our offerings of gratitude, we must still, on 
the whole, give our preference for the present. And in 
saying this, we but do the present equal honor with the 
past. We ought to occupy an advanced position. If we 
add but little to the treasury of good received from those 
who have gone before us, it must serve to swell the 
amount possessed. That much has been added, espe- 
cially in the departments of science and of art, cannot be 
questioned. 

The past has spoken to us in its literature and its insti- 
tutions ; the present is uttering its voice in th#physical 
resources it is developing ; and it will be given the future, 
I trust, to speak in those clear and distinct moral tones, 
which shall arouse the sleeping world to action ; which 
shall break the bondman's chain ; put an end to the evils 
of war ; perfect the various philanthropic movements of 
our times; and remove from the face of the earth the 
thraldom of our race. It cannot be denied that in the 
rapidly developing resources of our age, there is a promise 

3 Arnold's Lectures on Modem History, p. 363* 
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of this coming good. There is growing up an interchange 
of thought and sympathy among men of science and 
virtue, of different nations, as free as it is useful. And 
this interchange is promoted by our growing facilities for 
intercommunication. Already are our railways and lines 
pi steamships girding the world. The sails of our com- 
merce whiten every sea; and, by the invention of the 
telegraph, the lightnings of heaven have conferred omni- 
presence upon man. Time and space are well-nigh anni- 
hilated ; and night has become as the day, and darkness 
as light. 

It is quite impossible, in puch a state of things, to shut 
up the good a nation may possess. Yesterday a discovery 
was made in the remotest corner of the earth. To-day the 
world is in possession of the fact. Now a happy thought is 
developing itself in good in some country village. Anon 
the nations of the earth are repeating the experiment A 
generous emulation, in the out-working of good for the 
race, is beginning to pervade all classes ; and in the 
most politic wisdom, light is received from evcTy source. 
^Men of science and of art, are now permitted to dwell 
among us in quiet. Kings cherish them, and multitudes 
do them homage. 

It is interesting to contrast the ignorant, self-wronging 
policy of the past, in this respect, with the generous lib- 
erality of the present. The name of a Herschell is wel- 
comed at every fireside. That of Copernicus, on the 
contrary, on the publication of his principal work, which 
has laid all subsequent ages under a tribute of gratitude, 
was branded with infamy, by the highest court on earth. 
And it was near three hundred years before justice pre- 
vailed, and reversed the sentence. In our time govern- 
ments give to men of science and literature, a living. In 
Galileo's time they shut them up in prison. We behold 
manufacturing cities spring up in a day ; and our young 
men and women, from all the country round, with a 
patronizing spirit, throng together to tend the jenny, ply 
the shuttle, and make their fortunes. But a hundred years 
ago, we behold in England, even, mobs assembled for the 
destruction of as harmless things as saw-mills; and hear 
one Mr. Haughton laying before the nation the advantages 
of such mills ; but expressing his apprehension that they 
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might excite the rage of the populace.' It is only four or 
five hundred years since the spirit of innovation has been 
permitted to give us glass in our windows, and chimneys 
m our houses. In changes like these, the world has evi- 
dently been the gainer. Experience has taught it wisdom. 

Again ; — In the manner, in which the discoveries of 
our times are announced, we find a farther indication of 
the superior moral elevation of the world. When Py- 
thagoras invented what is known as the Pythagorean or 
carpenter's theorem, it is said that, in the fulness of his 
joy, he sacrificed seventy fat oxen to the gods. And it is 
well known that when Archimedes, who had been em- 
ployed to test the purity of a golden crown suspected of 
alloy, hit upon the solution of the problem, and at the 
same time discovered a method of ascertaining the specific 
gravity of bodies, he leaped from the baths<, in which he 
was indulging, and ran naked through the streets, ex- 
claiming, EDpiixa Evprpia — "I have found it! I have 
found it ! " Contrast with these the dignity of Newton, 
when, after years of incessant toil at the great problem of 
the physical universe, laboring under every variety of dis- 
couragements, and seeing at last the happy consummation 
of his toils in near prospect before him, he was so over- 
come as to be unable to go on with his calculations, and 
was obliged to request a friend to complete them for him. 
Overawed by the greatness of the discovery he had made, 
he sat himself down in silence, as in the very presence of 
the God of heaven. Pythagoras and Newton were both 
men of devotion. Each, in this respect, may be regarded 
as a favorable specimen of his respective age. And as we 
turn from the bloody offering at a pagan altar, to the over- 
powering gratitude of a Christian heart, we feel that upon 
us has risen a light as of the unclouded Sun of Right- 
eousness. 

Another argument for a better day for our race, is found 
in the high moral aims of the best minds of the age. Not 
only has every age its peculiar mission and ideals of good, 
but there seems to be a necessary sequence in those ideals. 
For many centuries, the possession of power and the 
attainment of worldly greatness, was the end of human 

3 Beckmaim'f Histoiy of Inventions, vol. L p. 299. 
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labor. This was the highest object of pursuit. To this 
end all energies were bent. Warfares were carried on, 
and the inventive genius of the world was called into 
requisition, to improve the arts of war, and extend the 
domain of individual and national power. A history of 
those ages is little el;<e than a history of warfares, with the 
usual train of accompanying evils. 

The next beau-ideal, looking only to a very general 
mode of classification, was worldly possessions. Then 
the most active and leading minds were turned in this 
direction. The pursuit of wealth called forth all their 
energies, and the nations made to themselves golden gods, 
and fell down and worshipped them. Science and art 
were most valued when they most subserved this all- 
important end. I'he inventions of genius, and the de- 
velopement of physical resources, were pressed into the 
service of the new deity, and made to offer acceptable 
sacrifices upon his altar. It is but just to confess that the 
reign of this god is not yet at an end. ' 

But the best minds of the present age are beginning to 
seek something nobler — something loftier far than gold. 
They have perceived that the developement of our moral 
resources by no means keeps pace with that of our physi- 
cal and intellectual. Many of the present results of this 
unbalanced action, are seen to be evil ; but these are 
believed to be only temporary. They are the incidental 
attendants upon a transition state — a state that is tending 
to higher moral results. Those whose ideal is goodness, 
can therefore view them hopefully. They have looked 
upon the past, and turned away from the age of worldly 
greatness, and from that of corrupting gold, and are look- 
ing after, and yearning for the final blessing — Christian 
goodness. 

These periods are not distinct, but overlap each other 
continually. And what we promise ourselves, is, that the 
supremacy of power and wealth shall at length pass away, 
and goodness set up its rule in the hearts of men. We 
see indications of this in all the alleged reforms of the day. 
I say, alleged reforms ; for T care not, as it respects my 
present argument, if they shall all prove mere fancies 
and day-dreams. As existing facts, they evidence, not 
only a yearning for a better state, but a struggling after it. 
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And it is in this conception of something higher, and in 
the effort to reach it, that our hopes lie. 

Let the present struggles, then, prove unavailing. Let 
Fourierism explode, and non-resistance die ; let intemper- 
ance stalk abroad as ever of old, and the gallows continue, 
as a relic of barbarism, to lift up its arms in the face of 
high heaven ; let the slave groan on in his bondage, 
and war continue to devour the nations, — and call it 
glory. Is there, therefore, no hope ? Will these yearn- 
ings for a higher good all cease ? Will the world sit 
down in despair ? Believe it not. It will have grown 
wiser by its very defeats. Jt may fail in its present efforts. 
It may fail a thousand times in similar efforts. But, so far 
as good is involved in the end desired, it will succeed at 
last And every failure will aid its final success. Dr. 
Arnold, in his " Lectures on Modern History," has some- 
where remarked, that he " cannot conceive of a state of 
things so bad, that sincere efforts will not improve it" A 
long time, success may be deferred. Many a toiler may 
grow weary, and many a heart may grow sad. But those 
who have faith, can cheerfully wail the final issue. 

The destiny of humanity must be wrought out in sweat 
and tears. The race cannot attain to its blessings with- 
out effort, and would not preserve them if it could. To 
be qualified to enjoy them, it must be able to acquire 
them. The prodigal son, in the beautiful parable of our 
Saviour, received his portion of his father's wealth, and 
how soon did he squander it ! But, having toiled his way 
back from poverty and wretchedness to the joys of his 
childhood -home, it does not appear that he ever again 
wandered. A fit representative is he, of the race. Cre- 
ated in puri*y, it has fallen from its first estate, and is 
toiling on, in chains which sin has forged. There are 
many stages in its progress to its better destiny, a glimpse 
of which even, can scarcely now be had. 

^ Earth-like, the heart must undergo all change, 
Ere the superior life be formed herein. 
The chastity of heart which loves but God. 
Lifers sensuous wannth, the spirit^s holy chill. 
Time's week-day work, have yet to be gone thro'. 
The hoHua siccus of a Paradise 
Is all earth now can boast" ^ 

4 Festns, p. 342. 
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Let every toiler, then, take courage. As the coral insect, 
washed by the ocean's wave, is content to add his little 
portion to the sub-marine mountain reef, which shall one 
day uprise, an island in the midst of the sea ; so ought we 
to be content to add our little portion, in working out the 
destiny of humanity. Besides, we shall not toil alone. 
There is an ever-present providence guiding the affairs of 
men. We are oft enshrouded in darkness ; but the power 
above sits ever enthroned in light. We journey, we 
sometimes know not whither. God always moves the 
nations of the earth to a certain end. Amidst the sinful- 
ness of man, he planted Christianity. Like a tender plant, 
has it been borne down to the earth by the winds of pas- 
sion. Like an outcast, has it been driven from the abodes 
of men. Like a malefactor, has it been nailed to the cross. 
Yet from every estate it has returned again, possessed of 
new energy and power. By its silent, yet most effective 
influence, is it moulding the institutions, and subduing 
the hearts, of men. And, if I have not mistaken the tem- 
poral destiny of man, it shall bear him on to a gladsome 
state, in which the earth shall look green again ; peace 
shall prevail ; and Christianity walk forth in its glory. 

I cannot better close this article, than in the words of 
the poet, ascribed- to the angel of Hope, who is supposed 
to be viewing the regenerated earth, with the work of 
Christianity complete upon it. 

^ How sweet, how sacred now, this earth of man's ! 
The prelude of a yet sublimer bliss ! — 
I marked it from flie first, while yet it lay 
Lightless and stirless ; ere the forming fire 
Was kindled in its bosom, or the land 
Lift its volcanic breastwork up from sea. 
The deluge and idolatries of men 
I viewed, though shuddering, and with faltering eye, 
E*en to the incarnation of Heaven's Lord, 
And dawning of His faith ; that faith which was 
An infant and anon a giant ; was 
A star, and grew a Heaven-fulfilling Sun ; 
Which was an outcast, and became, ere long, 
A dweller in all palaces ; which hid 
Its head in dens of deserts, and sat throned, 
After, in richest temples high as hills ; 
Which was poured out in mortal blood, and rose 
In an immortal spirit ; as a slave 
Was sold for gold and prostrated to p<yw^ ; 
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And now that lowly bondmaid is a Queen ; 
And lo ! she is beloved in earth and Heaven; 
And lieth in the bosom of her Lord, 
The Bride of the all-worshipped, one with God ! ^ 

A. A. M. 

|5Festus, pp. 389,390. 
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Authority of Moses, 

It is not our object in this brief essay, to give an exten- 
sive and minute delineation of the character of the great 
lawgiver of Israel. We aim rather at a few prominent 
traits. We have a higher object in this undertaking, than 
merely to survey the life of an individual, however inter- 
esting that life might appear. With the character of 
Moses, the credit of much that is found both in the Old 
and New Testaments, stands in no small degree con- 
nected. It is proper, then, that we seek for some ade- 
quate knowledge of this connection, and that we be able 
to maintain a proper consistency in our views of it. We 
have a single point in the character of Moses to make a 
matter of inquiry ; and that is, whether it be good or bad, 
whether he was a true prophet of the God of heaven, or 
an impostor. 

Many have become embarrassed on account of the dis- 
crepancies which they have found between the law of 
Moses and the gospel of Jesus Christ, as made known by 
the writers of the New Testament. Instead of endeavor- 
ing to reconcile the difficulties in which they find them- 
selves involved, we learn that in many instances they lay 
aside the injunctions of Moses, as worse than worthless. 
They account a portion of them as absolute perversions of 
all that are or ever were good and profitable to men. Yet 
we find, of this description, those who profess to be 
Christians, and receive the New" Testament as the rule of 
their faith and conduct How far they reject the Old Tes- 
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tament in general, we are not able to determine. Proba- 
bly, some embrace more of it, and some less. We should 
be ready, however, to conclude that most of those who 
embrace the gospel, would be willing to unite with it, as a 
part of the same inspired word, the books of the prophets. 
We have no peculiar attachments to Judaism. St. Paul 
tells us, the law " was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come, to whom the promise was 
made." (Gal. iii. 19.) The law seems, then, to form a 
part of the great chain that composes the system of divine 
revelation. If we strike it out, we may find ourselves in 
more difficulty in maintaining the divine authority of the 
gospel, than many are aware. Indeed, it is to be suspect- 
ed that most who profess to embrace the gospel, thus dis- 
connected from the Mosaic dispensation, embrace it more 
from its apparent consistency, than from the persuasion of 
its having any divine authority. Thev may acknowledge 
it to be divine ; but it is only on the ground on which 
they would concede that any other thing which is good or 
true is divine. 

We propose now to institute an inquiry respecting the 
character of Moses, as gathered from the New Testament 
This will show us in what light, we, as Christians, should 
view our subject. It will so far open to our view the 
state of the question, as to make it plain, whether, in dis- 
crediting the character of Moses, we do, or do not vio- 
lence to the very ground of faith we profess to respect 
This is a matter in which every person ought to be in- 
formed who wishes to act consistently on the subject 

In Acts xxviii. 23, we find that St Paul classes Moses 
with the prophets, and treats both as of divine authority : 
" And when they had appointed him a day, there came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded 
and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them con- 
cerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the prophets, from morning till evening." In view of this 
passage, we would ask, if the apostle held that the law of 
Moses was never of divine authority, why did he make 
use of it to persuade his hearers of the Messiahship of 
Jesus Christ ? Why did he class the law of Moses with 
the writings of the prophets ? Will it be said, in reply, 
that he did it to accommodate Jewish prejudices ? If the 

▼OL. IV. 17 
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apostle's aim was merely conquest in argument, this 
course might be pardonable ; but we conclude, and we 
think reasonably, that he was laboring to establish faith in 
.Christianity, on a solid foundation. We cannot, there- 
fore, believe that he would quote from an author, as a 
prophet of God, in whom he had no faith as a divine 
writer. 

In the account that is given of the rich man and Laza- 
rus, Christ puts it into the mouth of Abraham to say to 
the rich man concerning his brethren, " They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them." When the rich 
man, in his deplorable condition, offered a still more 
earnest plea for his brethren, he received for an answer, 
" If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." Our 
readers will do well to mark the bearing this last passage 
has on our subject. It attaches an importance to the 
teachings of Moses, which compares with the information 
that might be received from one who arose directly from 
the dead. It makes little difference, so far as our subject 
is concerned, in what light the account of the rich man 
and Lazarus is held. Interpret it as we may, its force is 
the same, in giving to Moses an authoritative character. 

The testimony of St Paul to the Hebrews, iii. 6, is 
much to our purpose. " And Moses verily was faithful in 
all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those things 
which were to be spoken after." Moses is called the ser- 
vant of the Lord, in Deut. xxxiv. 5, and in Joshua, i. 1. 
In Num. xii. 7, we find very nearly the language of the 
apostle. We quote this with the preceding verse. God 
is there represented as saying, " Hear now my words : If 
there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make my- 
self known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him 
in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful 
in all his house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth ; 
even apparently, not in dark speeches." We find here a 
double testimony to the high prophetic character of Moses. 
In the first place, we have the testimony of St. Paul, that 
he was faithful in all his house, which would include no 
less than the whole house of Israel. In the second place, 
the apostle quotes almost literally the language .of Moses, 
as his own, bearing testimony that he was not only a ser 
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vant of God, but that he was such in a pre-eminent de- 
gree. Thus the apostle establishes both the character of 
Moses and his writings, by the authority of his own in- 
spired testimony. Hence, the character of Moses and that 
of Paul become so intimately connected, that he who re- 
ceives the latter as divinely inspired, cannot consistently 
reject the former. 

We proceed to notice another testimony, or rather 
another expression, from the same witness : " What advan- 
tage then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of circum- 
cision? Much every way; chiefly, because unto them 
were committed the oracles of God." Here, we observe, 
that to the Jews, were committed the oracles of God. The 
question now occurs. Through whose agency were those 
oracles committed ? The answer is apparent : Moses was 
that individual. But we have Scripture testimony to this 
point. " This is that Moses, which said unto the children 
of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall 
ye hear. This was he that was in the church in the 
wilderness, with the angel which spake to him in Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers ; who received the lively ora- 
cles to give unto us." Acts vii. 37, 38. It was certainly 
no small testimony in favor of the character of Moses from 
these two passages of the New Testament, that through 
him, the oracles of God were delivered to the Israelitish 
nation. Thus the language of the New Testament cor- 
roborates the statement of the Old, concerning the giving 
of the law at Mount Sinai, and with it the character of- 
Moses, as the prophet of the Lord and the lawgiver of 
Israel. 

The words of Christ, found in Matt. v. 17, in our esti- 
mation, have no insignificant blearing on the merits of our- 
subject : " Think not that I am come to destroy the law 
or the prophets : I am not come to destroy but to fulfil." 
We conclude, it will not be here disputed, that the law 
referred to in this place, embraced the whole code of 
Moses. Christ fulfilled the ceremonial part, so far as his 
condition was concerned, in his own person, by perform- 
ing the rites required of him. Its moral requisitions upon 
the Israelites, involving principles which extend to the 
whole world, receive their final accomplishment in the 
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effeclual exercise of the reigning power of his kingdom. 
If the gospel dispensation was designed to complete what 
the law began, and so to fulfil it, instead of destroying it, 
it cannot be thrown away, as useless, in the general plan 
of the divine economy. The Jews acknowledged no 
other law than that of Moses as coming from God. And 
we should remember the above-named was such a law as 
stood connected with the prophets ; it was " the law or the 
prophets." 

In these remarks on the character of Moses, we have 
confined ourselves to the New Testament ; and notwith- 
standing the instances we have quoted may appear more 
numerous than our subject might seem to demand, we 
can assure our readers that we have by no means ex- 
hausted it. The New Testament affords more declara- 
tions of a similar description. Besides all this, the testi- 
mony of the prophets, which few of the professed believers 
of the New Testament would be disposed to deny, might 
be added. Moses forms one distinct part of the 01<1 
Testament, and the prophets another. The loppers-ofF of 
the sacred pages usually make their first cut upon Moses. 
He is the hand that most offends them, and is, therefore, a 
fit subject for amputation. They look at him as an eye 
which sees not as they see ; so they hasten to pluck out 
that eye, which so much offends them. 

We have now another class of subjects, to which we 
would invite the attention of the reader. It comprehends 
those passages, in which the writers of the New Testa- 
ment appear to oppose the law. But here we are to no- 
tice, what kind of opposition to the law we may expect 
from the New Testament If it prove merely a repeal of 
some part of the Mosaic code, this will not touch the point 
in dispute ; because it always presupposes that the law 
repealed, once had authority. That it once had authority 
is a position that we need, and all that we need, to 
maintain consistency between the Old and New Testa- 
ments. We do not by any means wish to maintain 
that the law of Moses is binding upon us, any further 
than it involves the moral principles, which are recognized 
by the gospel. We are aware that it is somethn^s affirmed, 
that no law of divine authority can be sufa^ject to repeal. 
The objector alleges, that human laws are made subject 
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to repeal on account of their imperfection ; but that this 
can never be true of a divine law, which cannot partake 
of the imperfection of the laws which are enacted by man. 
In reply, we remark, that St. Paul meets this very objec- 
tion. After speaking of the inheritance embraced in the 
promise that was made to Abraham, which was older 
than the law, he asks the question, " Wherefore then 
serveth the law ? " In answer he says, " It was added 
because of transgressions, till the seed should come, to 
whom the promise was made." Gal. iii. 19. The promise 
embraced the gospel dispensation ; but that dispensation 
could not\)e introduced and put in practice, till the proper 
period arrived for the appearance of its author, Jesus Christ. 
The law was given then to occupy the intervening space 
between the time of making the promise and the begin- 
ning of its fulfilment. But the very expression of the 
apostle above, may be accounted as an approval of the 
law for the period for which it was designed. 

If these remarks are correct, they will supersede the 
necessity of introducing many passages from the apostles, 
for the purpose of illustration, which otherwise might be 
considered as altogether condemning the law. When 
St. Paul tells us that " the law made nothing perfect," can 
we rationally suppose that he meant to condemn the law 
as wanting in divine authority ? No law could finish what 
is comprehended in the extent of God's mercy to moral 
agents. It might make all necessary demands; but it 
could not render all the assistance which was requisite to 
a competent power for complete obedience to law. No 
law of commandments can give life, though it may de- 
mand it. It is the province of the gospel to give life by 
infusing that spirit that moves to the obedience which the 
law demands. 

We sometimes hear queries upon the law of Moses, 
that surprise us. We are unable to perceive how a convic- 
tion can arise, from a careful study of the New Testament, 
that Christ himself was a transgressor of the Mosaic law. 
That he transgressed some of the Jewish traditions, we 
concede. But if Christ transgressed the law of Moses, 
how is it to be accounted for, that no accusation of this 
kind was preferred against him at the time of his trial? 
The Jews' only charge at this time was treason against 

.17* 
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Caesar, in making himself a king. The sacred historians 
inform us that the Jews sought for allegations against 
him, and expressly tell us, " they found none." In a few 
instances, on other occasions, they accused him of vio- 
lating the law. In such cases he did not vindicate himself 
by passing a censure on the law, but by showing the Jews 
that they were partial and illiberal in their construction of 
it In the instance of passing through a cornfield, and of 
the disciples rubbing the ears of corn in their hands and 
eating, the Jews made no complaint of theft, fraud, or any 
thing of the kind ; but their complaint was merely a vio- 
lation of the Sabbath. It is certainly somewhat singular, 
that any of modern times should be so fastidious, as to 
think of objections to the conduct of Christ and his disci- 
ples in the eye of the law, which his eagle-eyed opposers, 
who were under the law, and who were acquainted with 
the interpretations that were put upon it in their day, did 
not think of making. It has been show^n by Mr. Paige, 
in his Commentary, and others, that the disciples in eating, 
for the then present necessity, on the Sabbath day, neither 
violated the law of Moses, nor any regulation of the Jews^ 
except some of their false interpretations concerning the 
Sabbath. 

We have one expression from the Saviour, which we 
will now introduce, that is thought by some to bear very 
strongly against the divine authority of the Mosaic law. 
It is found in Matt. v. 38, 39. " Ye have heard that it 
hath been said. An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; 
but I say unto you, that ye resist not evil." We are here 
to consider what bearing the words of Christ have upon 
the quotation, which \\e makes from the law of Moses. In 
the first place, then, we have no reason to conclude that 
Christ made the foregoing quotation from the law, for the 
purpose of condemning it as having no proper obligation 
upon the Jewish magistrate ; for, in this case, he must 
contradict every expression of respect which he has given 
us of the character of Moses. In the second place, we 
deny that he said any thing against the passage, except as 
applicable to the affairs of his own kingdom. Christ's 
expression, " that ye resist not evil," or, as we believe, 
more properly translated, " Contend not against an evil 
person," we do not think was ever designed to be adopted 
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as a rule in human governments. It was, is, and ever 
must be, a personal regulation for the subjects of his own 
spiritual kingdom, and can no more be carried elsewhere, 
than light can become darkness, or darkness, light. It is 
true, so far as the state of human society admits, the spirit 
of this injunction of the Saviour should be adopted in 
human governments. The most wicked society needs to 
be regulated by righteous laws ; but different states of so- 
ciety require regulations under different modifications, 
though all should be on equitable and righteous principles. 
We may well conclude that it was on the ground that 
Christ would not interfere in the affairs of human govern- 
ments, that he did not condemn the woman taken in 
adultery. He would not make himself a judge of what 
pertained to the affairs and governments of the world. 
But we now turn our attention more particularly to the 
quotation which Christ made from the law of Moses. 
This we have more at large in Lev. xxiv. 18-21. " And 
he that killeth a beast, shall make it good ; beast for beast. 
And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbor, as he hath 
done so shall it be done to him ; breach for breach, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth ; as he hath caused a blemish in a man, 
so shall it be done to him again. And he that killeth a beast, 
he shall restore it ; and he that killeth a man, he shall be 
put to death." See also Ex. xxi. 23, 24, 25. Deut. xix. 21. 
JHere we have before us a specimen of the law of Moses ; 
and what do we see in it but equitable retribution ? and 
what is equitable retribution but justice ? Shall we look 
at this whole plan in the light of acknowledged princi- 
ples ? If a man sells and delivers to another a bushel of 
grain, is it not just that he receive the same amount from 
him in return ? If the first man do not need the grain for 
his own use or consumption, does this invalidate his 
claim ? And further, if the second takes his grain by 
violence or theft, does this lessen his obligation to return 
an equal amount ? or weaken the first man's claim ? Now 
this is all a very plain matter. Every person understands 
it. Let the reader, then, ask himself, what is there in the 
above /ex talionis^ as it is called, that differs in principle 
from this ? The reader may answer this question to 
his own satisfaction, if he is able. And if he admits 
the principle embraced in one item to be just, let him 
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draw the line of distinction, if he can find the place, be- 
tween that and any other item which he may be disposed 
to pronounce unjust 

But it will be said, if you put out one man's eye be- 
cause he has put out another's, you will do the first man 
an injury without rendering any benefit to the second. 
This may seem to be true ; but the depredator, by the loss 
of his eye, will be taught sympathy for the victim of his 
crime, by actual experience. Beside, if he inflicts a second 
wrong of the kind, he will know what kind of suffe ringhis 
victim must endure, and he may well anticipate a con- 
dition that will deprive him of all opportunity of ever 
committing a third offence of the kind. So with the man 
that loses a tooth, or suffers a blemish, as a punishment ; 
he is made to sympathize, by actual and similar expe- 
rience, with the victim of his crime. This does not fol- 
low, to be sure, in the case of death for death, because the 
victim of murder is beyond the reach of all human sym- 
pathy ; but the doctrine of a just retribution is not at all 
weakened by the consideration in the case of death for 
death. 

It is very evident that the doctrine of a just and equal 
retribution belongs to the divine government in all its de- 
partments, and in every dispensation. We do not see its 
penalties, in all instances, assuming the same forms, nor 
operating at all times under the same modifications. But 
still, we have no reason to believe they ever fail of carry- 
ing out their principles in the end. Human governments 
pertain to outward things ; they must judge of crimes by 
outward actions ; so with all their penalties. The gov- 
ernment of Christ's kingdom is of a different kind. It 
extends its rule to the inmost recesses of the heart. It has 
no dealings with a man's outward eye or his literal tooth. 
Its province is internal. Its rule is with moral action. 
Although it deals largely in the work of forgiveness, and 
embraces for its final object the salvation of a world of 
sinners ; yet it abates nothing of the rigor of the law in the 
equality of its retribution. 

But to the lex talionis. We do not suppose, that in all 
human governments, retribution should be administered 
in the form of the Jewish law. Circumstances may re- 
quire, and often do require, a substitution of other penal- 
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ties. Nor do we conclude that a penalty of the same 
extent, in all possible cases, and in every condition of so- 
ciety, should be inflicted for the same visible amount of 
crime. To inflict a penalty beyond the bounds of a just 
retribution, is to act the part of tyranny and oppression. 
To inflict a penalty that is less, leaving the remainder to 
moral influence^ or rather to the providence of God, may 
in many instances be salutary, and, therefore, very proper. 
We contend that death for death carries in the very face 
of it, no more than a just retribution ; that it rests not 
alone on the authority of the law, but has its foundation 
in the very same principle as the requisition that a man 
should restore a beast for one which he has maliciously 
slain. The reader will not necessarily draw the inference 
from these remarks, ihat we are opposed to the abolition 
of capital punishment, in our day and country. We say, 
and we believe consistentlv, that we should be glad to see 
the experiment tried. We are not among the number 
who are opposed to mercy, where mercy can be consist- 
ently shown. We love its benign influence, and would 
always hail with joy its salutary operations. Nevertheless, 
we do not deny that we are opposed to some of the argu- 
ments, we hear urged against capital punishment. If we 
do not very much mistake, we see in them the seeds of 
infidelity, an infidelity that will go in the end to remove 
the very scriptural authority, on which the doctrine of the 
abolition of capital punishment is built. If capital pun- 
isliment for murder was ever founded on the principles of 
a just retribution, it rests on the same principles now. 
The state of society may have required it once, and may 
not require it now. Here is the difference, and the only 
real difference, in the state of the question. If death for 
death is exceeding the bounds of a just retribution now, 
it always was so, and, of course, could never form any 
part of the law of God. Moses's law, then, on this subject, 
was purely a work of his own, and completely destitute of 
any divine authority. The reader must very plainly per- 
ceive the consequence of such a conclusion, and its bear- 
ing upon the New Testament, as is made apparent in the 
f receding part of this article. We have said we do not 
ike all the arguments which we hear used against capital 
punishment We will name one, the cry of legal murder ! 
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In many instances, we cannot but account this an abuse 
of government, and of every just principle of equitable 
retribution. The people of our country have the govern- 
ment in their hands, and when they see fit to abolish 
capital punishment, they will do it. Let every friend of 
its abolition use a just influence to hasten the day of 
mercy to the criminal, whose hands are red with the blood 
of his fellow, if such he feels to be his duty ; but let him 
spare such epithets as the above, upon our present consti- 
tuted authorities. 

We return to the lex talionis once more. It is thought 
Christ strictly opposed the punishment of death, when he 
said, as our translators represent him, '' Resist not evil." 
We have before said, we did not believe this was intended 
to apply to any earthly governments. Christ had nothing 
to do in regulating them, and did not design to interfere 
with them. But suppose, for instance, it was to be so 
applied. We are then to look for its bearing. It is ap- 

{>arent that the command, resist not evil^ has the same 
brce against every kind of punishment, that it has against 
capital. Those who would abolish the punishment of 
death for murder, are usually willing that the criminal 
should be imprisoned. But Christ has given them no 
more authority for this, than he has for the other kind of 
punishment. Indeed, if the expression was intended to 
apply to any kind of government over others, human or 
divine, it makes one general sweep of every thing that 
comes in the shape of penalty. It is very evident, then, 
that it ought not to be so applied. It cannot, then, be any 
condemnation of the sentence which Christ quoted from 
the law, nor of any thing that stands in connection with 
that passage in the law ; but its language was designed to 
apply to individual conduct. If this conclusion is a fair 
one, as plainly appears, we may now consider this part of 
our subject disposed of; we may conclude that Christ 
never intended, by the quotation which he made from the 
law, to condemn it, as wanting either divine authority, or 
the true principle of retributive justice, as suitable to be 
ex^ercised by legal authority. 

We have one prominent passage more for the ob- 
jector from the New Testament, as standing in seeming 
opposition to the Mosaic law ; though we do not recollect 
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of ever hearing it proposed as such. It is found in Acts, 
XV. 10, and is related as being spoken by the apostle Peter : 
^ Now, therefore," says the apostle, " why tempi ye God, 
to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear." This passage 
seems to refer more particularly to the rite of circumcisiony 
but embraces an allusion to the ceremonial law in general 
Circumcision, to which there seems to be the most direct 
allusion, was not of Moses, but of the patriarchs. But 
how are we to understand that this was a rite which the 
people were not able to bear? Did it expose them to 
sickness, uncleanness, or any other inconvenience, after 
the cure of its operation was effected ? In all the records 
of the Old and New Testament, we find not a single com- 
plaint of its being a burden, or of producing any evil, or 
inconvenience, unless in this passage. The ceremonial 
part of the law, we know, had its burdens. In a barren 
country they might prove nearly insupportable. But was 
it so to the Israelites ? Does not their history show that 
they were a prosperous and happy people, in proportion 
as they adhered to the ceremonies and spirit of their laws, 
as given by Moses ? Moses affirmed to the people that 
" It shall come to pass that if thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the Lord thy God, to observe and do all his com- 
mandments, which I command thee this day, that the Lord 
thy God will set thee on high above all the nations of the 
earth. And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and 
blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit 
of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out." Deut xxviii. 
1-6. We live in an age in which we know, by the light 
of history, that these promises of blessings were not made 
in vain. They have been abundantly verified. The Is- 
raelites have been, in their day, one of the mightiest nations 
of antiquity. In view of all these things, and much to 
our embarrassment, our subject returns upon us, that they 
had a yoke imposed upon them, which they were not able 
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to bear. It will be asked, Is it reasonable to suppose that 
God ever imposed such a yoke upon his people ? If we 
say, no ; then what can we do with the law of Moses ? 
"We solve the difficulty, by understanding the want of 
.ability to bear the yoke of Moses, to consist in a want of 
that spiritual health which is salvation. The interpretation 
may appear far-fetched ; but by a recurrence to the orig- 
inal Greek word which is translated were able, this sense 
will be seen more clearly. The Greek word, isx^tfa^isi^ 
properly signifies, we were, or have been strong, as the re- 
sult of good health ; we were xoelL The participle is used 
in Matt. be. 12, in the sense of sound health, and is trans- 
lated whole. " They that be whole, o! /(fp^uovrs^, need not a 
physician ; but they that are sick." The same word is 
translated availeth in Gal. v. 6. " For in Christ Jesus nei- 
ther circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision ; " 
that is, does not produce spiritual health or strength. The 
common Greek word for to be able, is Sjvaii.ai, And we may 
very well conclude the reason why the apostle did not use 
this word, in Acts xv. 10, was because he meant to convey 
a sense quite distinct from that of physical power, either 
wholly or comparatively, in what our translators have 
called able to bear. We all understand that the law has 
not the power of giving life. " For if there had been a law 
given that could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law." Gal. iii. 21. What we 
think was meant by St. Peter was, that the yoke, which 
the law imposed, did not lead to the spiritual health or • 
salvation that was and may be obtained by the provisions 
of the gospel. This, we think, will appear by so correct- 
ing the translation as to give as nearly as may be, the true 
sense of the original word, or as we have it in the text 
We think the correction should be nearly as follows : 
" Now, therefore, why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon 
the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we 
were in vigorous health to bear ?" 

Of the propriety of the foregoing criticisms it is true the 
scholar alone is able to judge ; but of the consistency of 
the result to which we have now come, any other person 
can determine. In coming to the conclusion of our sub- 
ject, we have now only to say, if we are correct in what 
we lay before our readers, as we verily believe we are sub- 
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stantially, our way is plain, and the character of Moses as 
a prophet of God, and by a divine commission the ap- 
proved lawgiver of Israel, is shown in the light in which 
the New Testament presents it. In maintaining this 
consistency throughout the whole range of the sacred writ- 
ings, we might be presented with many objections to the 
character of Moses, from the Pentateuch, that are account- 
ed formidable, if not insuperable. To eqgage in these, at 
this time, comes not within our present plan. The work 
would extend this article too far for our present conven- 
ience, and perhaps that of our readers. Still we think 
such an undertaking f^om some able and experienced 
pen, might render the public an essential service. 

S* C. Lf* 
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1. The Histoij of Civilization, from the Fall of the Roman Empire, 
to the French Revolution. By F. Guizot, the Prime Minister of 
France, Author of "History of the English Revolution of 1640." 
Translated by William Hazlitt Volumes 2, 3, 4, New York : D. Ap- 
pleton & Co., 200 Broadway, &,c, 1846. IQmo. 

2. An Exposition of a Book, published by D. Appleton & Cc, 
called Hazlitt's Translation of Guizot's History of Civilization. By 
R. W. Haskins, A. M., &c. Buffalo: Steele's Press. 1846. 8vo. 
pp. 55. 

Mr. Haskins^s pamphlet contains a rather indignant censure of 
the American publishers, for having reprinted Guizot's work in 
the faulty translation of Mr. Hazlitt. But howsoever grave the 
offence may be deemed, we suppose it is easily enough accounted 
for, if we consider the adventure of Messrs. Appleton & Co. in 
what is probably its true light, — merely that of a business trans- 
action. When they learned that a translation was about to appear 
in England, they announced the work in their " Monthly Literary 
Bulletin," in order to secure to themselves the chance of reprint- 
ing it ; and when they, at length, received a copy, they put it to 
press, without knowing, perhaps, whether it was well or ill done. 
It proves, on examination, to be ill done. It is neither precise 
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nor elegant. But, after all, it is not quite so pontively bad, 
Mr. Haskins seems to think. His passionate complaint, too, of 
•* the mental vassalage of this country to the British press,'' is, we 
think, equally exaggerating. It is not improbable that, to the 
sensitiveness he feels on this matter, we owe the vehemence of 
the censure he passes on the Messrs. Appletons. That the litera- 
ture of England should have a greater influence among us, than 
that of any other foreign country, is both natural and proper, as 
she is the motfier of our language, and the store-house whence 
the larger part of our reading is derived. And that this influence 
should be, in some respects, oppressive, is unavoidable, so long 
as we persist in refusing all arrangements for an international 
Law of Copy-right. If we will not be just enough to allow our 
grounds to be fenced, lest we lose the chance of appropriating 
(*'*• co7iveying, the wise it call ") the stray flocks of our wealthier 
neighbor, it would, at least, be manly in us, not to complain, when 
his herds come in and starve out our own. Still, we say, if we 
must have an irruption of foreign literature to trample down our 
native growth, let it be the English, rather than that of any conti- 
nental nation. 

Passing by the faults of the translation, let us look at the sub- 
stance of M. Guizot's work. We formerly gave a notice of his 
first volume, " The General History of Civilization in Europe." 
The three volumes, now before us, are but a more extended and 
thorough development of that outline. As in the first, the subject 
is treated with reference chiefly to France, — the country which 
is regarded, by the author, as the acknowledged centre of Euro- 
pean civilization, — the focus, as it were, where all its rays 
converge, and where they may be studied in their strongest light. 
In the execution of his vast and complicated task, Guizot shows 
the same wonderful reach of comprehension, as in the first vol- 
ume, — the same coolness of judgment, united with extraordinary 
sprightliness of thought, the same clear insight of causes and 
effects, and the same fkmiliar acquaintance with the principles 
and workings of human society. In addition to these, the more 
particular character of his present work brings out his thorough 
knowledge of the facts in detail that belong. to his history, and 
gives scope to his remarkable tact at distinguishing the significant 
from the insignificant, in the mass of his materials. In one re- 
spect, Guizot is, to us, an enigma : a genuine Frenchman in his 
attachments, yet wijh nothing French in the structure of his mind, 
or in the character of his thoughts, except their activity. We 
are struck with admiration at the breadth of survey which he so 
naturally holds in view, and at the ease with which he simplifies 
a complication of details, and brings the chaos into order. In a 
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few metaphysical inquiries, that he has occasion to make, we 
think the French part of his nature betrays him into some hasty 
conclusions, which too much resemble the flippant, compromising 
philosophisms of Cousin. It is in the domain of social life and 
civil polity, that he is at home. For this, he appears to be singu- 
larly endowed and qualified, both as an hi&torian and a philoso- 
pher. We cannot too earnestly recommend his work to all such 
as would study human nature in its social relations, and learn the 
origin, growth and tendency, of the various institutions, both civil 
and religious, of modern history. Of course, it is not a book to be 
read for amusement ; it must be laboriously studied, if used at all. 
We have marked the following, on the tendency of our present, 
civilization, which we present in the translation of Mr. Haskins : 

" The course of civilization, and in particular that of French 
civilization, has given rise to a great problem, peculiar to our 
own times, and in which the whole future is interested, — not our 
future, only, but that of humanity entire ; and which we, that is 
to say, our generation, are, perhaps, especially called upon to 
resolve. 

" What is the spirit which now prevails in the intellectual 
world, in its research after truth, for whatever object ? A spirit 
of rigor, of prudence, of reserve ; a scientific spirit, a philosophic 
method. It carefully observes facts, and permits generalizations 
but tardily, progressively, and just so far, only, as the facts them- 
selves will justify them. For more than half a century, this spirit 
has prevailed in the sciences relating to the material world ; and 
it has been the cause of their progress and their glory. The 
tendency of the same spirit now is more and more to penetrate 
the sciences of the moral world, — politics, history, philosophy. 
Everywhere the scientific method extends and confirms itself: 
on all subjects one feels the necessity of taking facts as a basis 
and a guide, persuaded that they are the materials of science, and 
that no general idea can have any real value unless it issues out 
of the womb of facts, and has its growth constantly sustained and 
supported by them. Facts now constitute, in the intellectual 
world, the accredited authority. 

" In the real order, in the social world, in government, admin- 
istration, and political economy, quite another tendency manifests 
itself. In these the empire of ideas, of reasoning, of general 
principles, of what is called theories, prevails. Such is evidently 
the character of the great revolution that has been achieved in our 
times, as of all the labors of the eighteenth century. Nor does 
this character belong solely to a particular crisis, an epoch of 
transient destruction. It is rather the permanent, regular and 
settled character of the social state, as established and proclaimed 
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on all sides. This state rests on discussion and publicity ; that 
is to say, on the predominance of public reason, of doctrines and 
convictions common to all. On the one hand, facts have never 
before occupied so commanding a place in science ; and on the 
other, never have ideas so fully swayed the exterior world. 

" It was, indeed, otherwise, a century since, when, in the intel- 
lectual world, in science, properly so called, facts were but badly 
studied, and but little respected; theory and imagination had both 
full scope. Men delivered themselves wholly to the vagaries of 
hypothesis, and risked themselves without any other guide than 
the thread of their deductions. In the political order, on the con- 
trary, in exterior affairs, facts alone predominated, and these were 
esteemed the only natural and legitimate authority. No one, on 
slight grounds, ventured to contest their legitimacy, even while 
they deplored them. Sedition was then more common than 
intrepidity of thought ; and it would have ill become the human 
mind, to claim, for an idea in the name of truth alone, any part 
in affairs here below. 

*'The course of civilization has, then, reversed the ancient 
order of things ; for it has established the empire of facts, where 
formerly the unrestrained movement of the mind alone prevailed, 
and the influence of ideas where the authority of facts has almost 
exclusively reigned. 

" So true is this, that its results are impressed, and deeeply 
impressed, even upon the reproaches, of which the existing civili- 
zation is the object. What say the adversaries of that civilization, 
when they speak of the present state of the human mind, and the 
tendency of its labors ? They accuse it of dryness, and contrac- 
tion. This vigorous and positive method, this scientific spirit, 
degrades thought, say they, freezes the imagination, robs the 
intellect of its grandeur — its freedom ; and contracts and materi- 
alizes the soul. Has the question reference to the state of society 
— to what is attempted, to what is effected therein ? Then it is 
said we pursue only chimeras, embarking on the faith of theories ; 
while facts, alone, are necessary to be studied, respected and 
cherished — experience, alone, is worthy of faith. In this way 
existing civilization is accused, at once, of dryness and of reverie, 
of hesitation and precipitancy, of timidity and temerity. As 
philosophers, we are accused of crawling in the dust ; as politi- 
cians, of essaying the enterprise of Icarus, and of meriting his 
fate. 

" It is this double reproach, or, more properly, this two-fold 
peril, gentlemen, that we have to repel. Indeed, we are required 
to solve the problem that gives birth to it. Upon us is imposed 
the task of causing the empire of facts more and more to prevail^ 
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in the intellectual order, and in the social order, the empire of 
ideas ; with governing, more and more, our reason, in accordance 
with reality, and reality according to our reason ; with maintain- 
ing, at the same time, the rigor of the scientific method, and the 
legitimate empire of the intellect. Nor is there, in this, anything 
contradictory — far from it. On the contrary, it is the natural 
and necessary result of the situation of man as a spectator in the 
midst of the world, and of his mission as an actor in its affairs. 
I assume nothing, gentlemen ; I do not attempt to explain ; I only 
describe what exists. We are thrown into a world that we have 
neither created nor invented ; we find it as it is, we observe it, we 
study it ; it is, indeed, very necessary that we should take it as a 
fact, because it exists without us, independently of us : It is upon 
facts, alone, that the mind can exercise itself ; facts are its only 
proper material ; and when it discovers in them general laws, 
these laws are, themselves, facts which the mind itself verifies. 
Such are the requirements of our situation as spectators, as ob- 
servers. As actors we h^ve very different duties to perform 
When we have observed the facts of exterior life, the knowledge of 
them developes in us ideas, which are superior to those facts : we 
then feel ourselves called upon to regulate, to reform and perfect 
the existing state of things : we feel ourselves capable of operating 
upon the world, and of extending therein the glorious empire of 
reason. Such is the mission of man : as a spectator he is subject 
to the facts that surround him ; as an actor he possesses himself 
of these, and impresses them with a more pure and regular form. 
I am sustained, then, in what I just now advanced, namely, that 
there is nothing contradictory in the problem which we have to 
resolve. It is true that a double peril is linked to this two-fold 
task. In studying facts, the intellect may allow itself to be over- 
whelmed by them ; it may be abased, contracted, materialized ; 
it may be led to believe that there are no facts but such as strike 
us at a glance ; such as are nearly in contact with us, and fall, as 
we say, under our senses ; — a great and monstrous error, gentle- 
men. There are facts far removed, immense, obscure, sublime, 
exceedingly difficult to reach, to observe, to describe, but which 
are not the less facts, nor the less important for man to study and 
to know ; and if he misconceives or forgets them, his thought 
will, indeed, be prodigiously abased and degraded, and all his 
science will bear the impress of this abasement. It is possible, 
on the other hand, that the ambition of the human mind, in its 
action on the real world, may be precipitate, excessive and chi- 
merical ; that it may be led astray, in prosecuting too far and too 
vividly, the empire of its ideas over that of things. But what 
pr Jves this double peril, if not the double mission to which it gives 

18* 



214 Literary Notices. [Aprils 

birth ? and it is, indeed, necessary that this mission be accom- 
plished ; that the problem be resolved, because the existing state 
of civilization clearly requires it, and by no means permits that 
it be lost sight of. Whoever, at this day, in his research after 
truth, discards the scientific method, and refuses to study facts as 
the basis of all intellectual developement ; or whoever, in the 
administration of society, holds not at a just estimate principles, 
general ideas, doctrines, will be unable to obtain durable success, 
or real power; because power — success — rational or social, are 
now indissolubly dependent upon a conformity of our labors 
with these two laws of human activity — these two tendencies of 
civilization." 

These volumes suggest one consideration which naturally 
creates some anxiety. If France presents the highest type of our 
present civilization, as M. Guizot thinks is a fact generally 
acknowledged, the future, that lies before us, is rather dishearten- 
ing. We are tending towards the social and moral state of 
France, — towards the corruption of her morals, the dissoluteness 
of her manners, the faithlessness of her religion, and the pruriency 
of her lighter literature. In this case, our civilization is a doomed 
one, and is destined to share the fate of former cultures, that 
have risen vigorously at first, flourished for some ages, and then 
rotted. At all events, our duty is, to do what we can to restrain 
such a tendency. 

3. An Essay on the Credibility of Swedenborg ; in which his claims 
as the Announcer of the Dispensation mentioned in Prophecy under 
the figure of the New Jerusalem, are briefly considered and defended* 
From the London edition. Boston: Otis Clap, School St 1842, 
12mo. pp. 45. 

This essay is divided into three parts. Part i. " The argu* 
ment against Swedenborg's credibility, drawn from his non-per- 
formance of miracles, not valid." Part ii. " Are there any 
reasons to expect a more perfect light on theological subjects, 
than Christians have hitherto enjoyed ? " Part iii. " Swedenborg 
in reality the announcer of the jJew Jerusalem Dispensation." 

Such are the propositions which this essay discusses, with con- 
siderable acuteness and ability, though in a manner quite un- 
satisfactory, we imagine, to all minds not enlisted in the author's 
views, and still accustomed to investigations of this sort. Still the 
discussion is managed in a way, well calculated to aflfect minds 
of some considerable intelligence, not accustomed to inquiries of 
this kind. In a brief notice like this, we cannot go into an elabo- 
rate analysis and review of this essay, arraign and show the un- 
soundness of its various positions and arguments. We can only 
notice its main positions. 
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We remark generally, that we regard this essay at fault logi- 
cally, in blending together two entirely distinct propositions — 
the .credibility of an individual's testimony in reference' to re- 
ligious subjects or matters, and his authority as a divinely com' 
missioned and special messenger of God, for the announcement 
of new truths to the world. Without doubt, there have been a 
great many men who have brought to light very many new truths 
in theology, who never claimed any authority for them from God, 
other than that conferred upon them by the natural endowments 
he gave them, nor asked the world to receive them, except as 
they might commend themselves to their rational faculties. On 
this ground' their teachings may be worthy of all acceptation ; 
and we may regard their authors, in one sense, as messengers of 
God, providentially sent to enlighten and instruct mankind in re- 
ligion — in the same sense as Newton and other eminent men 
were messengers of God, to enlighten and instruct men in the 
natural sciences, and thus contribute to the world's advance. 
They were bright and shining lights in the world ; and so far as 
their teachings commend themselves to our rational faculties, they 
are worthy of credence ; and what they affirm they heard, saw 
and felt, we are bound to believe they supposed they heard, saw 
and felt, from their unimpeachable honesty and integrity. But 
we are by no means bound to receive all they saw, heard and 
felt as absolute truths unless they present us with evidence, to 
establish their claims, to an exemption from the common infirmi' 
ties of our race, in this respect — the liability of all human be- 
ings to be mistaken in hearing, seeing and feeling. And here is 
just where the author of this £ssay fails in his efforts relative to 
Swedenborg. He neither distinctly announces his propositions, 
nor discriminates between the credibility of a man, founded upon 
his acknowledged or established honesty and integrity, and his 
authority as an infallible announcer of absoltUe truth. Mani- 
festly, what is sufficient to establish the first proposition, is utterly 
insufficient to establish the other. 

In his remarks concerning the testimony of miracles, our au- 
thor not only commits this fundamental mistake, but two others 
in connection with it. He assumes, that the Christian world 
maintiin, that miracles are direct proof of the truth of an individ- 
ual's announcements ; whereas, if we understand the matter, 
they are regarded as direct evidence o7ily of a divine commission 
— the credentials of the individual's appointment for his work — 
of his divine commission to enlighten and instruct mankind ; thus 
making them only indirect evidence of the truth of his announce- 
ments, which materially alters their position and relations, in a 
logical point of view, at least. 

The other mistake is on this wise. He mentioDs some of the 
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prophets to whom the perfonnance of miracles }a not ascribed ; 
and hence infers, that the performance of miracles is not neces- 
sary to verify what they taught ; or as his proposition should have 
been, to verify their claims as divinely commissioned persons ; 
thus making an absence of a statement, the proof that they did 
present no such credentials — a position manifestly unsound. 
The prophets to whom allusion is made, must have presented, to 
their cotemporaries, some sort of evidence that God had author* 
ized them to speak in his name, and to make annunciations from 
him, or they would not have been accepted as prophets. And 
we respectfully submit, whether any other testimony, than mirC' 
eles^ can establish a claim to divine authority — whether any 
other credentials are conclusive testimony in the case or can be. 
This we confess is our view. And that no mention of these cre^ 
denfiaJs is made, in their writing, is no evidence that they did 
not possess them. The very fact that they were accepted as 
prophets, by their cotemporaries, is prima facie evidence that 
they had them, until the contrary is prov-ed. Beside this, our 
author entirely overlooks the difference in the position of an indi- 
vidual who merely explains and enforces the truths of a dispen- 
sation already established^ and that of one who claims to be the 
announcer of a nito dispensation. 

Moses claimed to be the announcer of a new dispensation, to 
take the place of the Patriarchal ; and he performed miracles to 
establish his authority as a divinely commissioned person to do 
this thing. So Christ claimed to announce a new dispensation, 
to supercede that of Moses ; and he performed miracles as ere* 
dentials of his authority. The apostles claimed to be the author^ 
itative expounders of the religion of Jesus, after his death ; and 
they performed miracles to verify their claims to such authority^ 
derived from God himself. These are the facts in regard to the 
past, and in reference to all who are or have been the accredited 
and authoritative announcers or expounders of new dispen- 
sations. 

In the face of this, we ask, and we demand an explicit answer 
— ^If Emmanuel Swede nborg or any other man claims to an- 
nounce, upon divine authority, a new dispensation, no matter 
whether it is merely explanatory, or an entirely new system of 
theology, are we to receive his simple and unsupported word or 
assertion as sufficient proof in the premises, with all tfie evi- 
dences of human fallibility we have, staring us in the face ? On 
the other hand, we submit it to all candid and fair minds to say, 
whether we have not, as accountable beings, a right,* nay, 
whether it is not our imperious duty to demand of any and all 
persons who claim to be authoritative teachers of new truths from 
Gk)d, to product the sofue credentials to establish this claim, that 
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God has granted to all he has before sent to enlighten and save 
mankind. 

That Emmanuel Swedenborg was a great and good man ; that 
he believed his own pretensions; and that he has inculcated 
many truths in theology, as well as in other sciences, to which 
the Christian world had been blind, we do not question. We 
freely concede all that is claimed for him as a mere man. We 
would not pluck from his brow, one laurel, as a profound scholar, 
a highly spiritual and deeply religious man, and a worthy, esti- 
mable and useful citizen ; nor as the founder of a sect of relig- 
ionists. And did his followers claim for him, no more than is 
claimed for Luther, Calvin, Arminius and others, by their friends, 
on the score of authority^ we should not object 

If our New-Church brethren simply asked us to receive or 
reject the announcements of Emmanuel Swedenborg, as they 
commend themselves to our rational faculties, or fail to do this, 
the same as the followers of the individuals just named and 
alluded to, we should have no controversy. But when we are 
asked to receive the announcements of the founder of any sect, 
as absolute truth, and as those of a divintdy authorized mes- 
senger of God, his friends must expect we shall demand his 
credentials^ to verify his claim, and such too as God has vouch- 
safed to all others, who have been recognized as such. And 
here we beg leave to say, that in our judgement, the author of 
this Essay has entirely failed to produce any such credentials, in 
the case of Swedenborg. This is most signally manifest in his 
third part, where he undertakes to make out his case affirma- 
tively. F. 

4. Views A-Foot ; or Europe seen with Knapsack and Staff. By J. 
Bayard Taylor. With a Preface by N. P. Willis, &c. &c. New York: 
Wiley and Putnam, 161Broadway. 1846. J2mo. pp. 393. 

We have found this a very pleasant book, and have almost 
fallen in love with travelling " a-foot, with knapsack and staff." 
Are we too old to try the experiment ? The title is no misno- 
mer ; for the larger part of the tour was actually performed in 
the manner signified, — a distance of more than three thousand 
miles, in Scotland, England, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and 
France, thus travelled over, in two years, with sufficient leisure 
to gain some acquaintance with the people of the different coun- 
tries, to mark their forms of life, and to see the remarkable places 
and sights that lay in the route. 

The peculiar interest of the book arises from the circumstances 
and personal enterprise of the young author. He was a printer's 
apprentice, in one of our cities, with two years of his time yet to 
serve. A small volume of poetry, which he published at this 
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juncture, introduced him to the notice of several literary gentle- 
men ; he made an engagement to write letters from Europe, for 
which he received a small sum in advance ; bought out the re- 
mainder of his time as an apprentice ; and, in company with two 
friends, set sail for England, July 1, 1844. When he returned, 
his two years^ tour had cost him 8500, and no more ! Incredible 
as this may seem, here is his schedule , — 

** Voyage to Liverpool, in the second cabin, . . 824 00 

Three weeks' travel in Ireland and Scotland, • . 25 00 

A week in London, at 3s. a day, .... 4 50 

From London to Heidelberg, 15 00 

A month at Heidelberg, and a trip to Frankfort, . 20 00 
Seven mouths at Frankfort, at 810 per month, . . 70 00 
Fuel, passports, excursions, and other expenses, . 30 00 
Tour through Cassel, the Hartz, S€utony, Austria, Bava- 
ria, &c 40 00 

A month in Frankfort, 10 00 

From Frankfort through Switzerland and over the Alps 

to MUan, 15 00 

From Milan to Genoa, 60 

Expenses from Genoa to Florence, . . . . 14 00 

Four months in Florence, 50 00 

Eight days' journey from Florence to Rome, two weeks 

in Rome, voyage to Marseilles, and journey to Paris, 40 00 

Five weeks in Paris, 15 00 

From Paris to London, 8 00 

Six weeks in London, at 3s. a day, . . . . 31 00 

Passage home, 60 00 

8472 00 

" The cost for places of amusement, guides' fees, and other 
small expenses, not included in this list, increase the sum total 
to 8500, for which the tour may be made." p. 393. 

All honor to the brave young poet ! 

5. " Hjrmns for Christian Devotion ; especially adapted to the Uni- 
versalist denomination. By J. G. Adams and E. H. Chapin. Boston : 
Abel Tompkms. 1847. 

Judging from the rapidity with which successive collections of 
Psalmody are put forth among us, we should suppose the task of 
making a good Hymn Book none of the easiest. This is, indeed,' 
the fact. To edit properly a selection of this species of poetry, 
requires delicacy of taste and devotional susceptibility rarely pos- 
sessed by those who attempt it. Few men can write good 
Hymna. Few can appreciate them when written. Were it not 
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so, we should be at loss to account for the outrages of Editors 
who assume the responsibility to alter lines in the best spiritual 
songs in the language. We can forgive a man for writing a 
foolish Hymn, but our feelings towards him, who can place a line 
of his own in a stanza of Watts or Cowper endeared to us by 
years of religious experience, are similar to those with which we 
should regard a blacksmith mending a chain of gold with ham- 
mer, anvil and iron links. From this species of high literary 
misdemeanor, we believe the editors of the work at the head of 
our notice are free. Although at times, perhaps wisely, omitting 
a stanza in a long Hymn, we recollect no example of the mutila- 
tion we have condemned. The well known poetical taste and 
devotional fervor of these reverend gentlemen, was a pledge that 
the work they took in hand would be well done. We are not 
disappointed by the result. As far as we have examined iheir 
book, it bears undeniable marks of industry, good taste, and ex- 
tensive reading in devotional poetry. Although coming from the 
Universalist denomination, there is in it nothing to which any 
liberal Christian can object. We hesitate not to pronounce it, by 
far the most complete and well -selected Hymn Book that has yet 
appeared among us. We will mention a few particulars in 
which it appears to us to excel former collections : 

1. The number of Hymns upon the moral and spiritual rela* 
lions of Chrislianily is much larger than in most books. We 
believe few clergymen do not complain of deficiency of this sort 
in collections now in use, often being compelled to read a hymn 
differing in sentiment from their discourse. If it be true, in the 
services of God's House, as Herbert says, that 

" A verse may find him who a sermon flies," 

then, this excellence in the present work which so facilitates the 
desired adaptation, will be accounted a great merit. 

2. Tke length of the Hymns is another advantage of this 
work. There is fault in many of our books in this respect, 
making the performances of the choir tedious, from the number 
of verses sung, or forcing them to destroy sense by omission 
of stanzas. The selections in this collection are of moderate 
length. 

3. Many new Hymns also appear, and many beautiful ones 
arranged from the early English Poets. Several of these must 
become standard productions in this department of literature. 

4. But the most original feature of this work is its excellence 
in Hymns adapted to the Reform movements of the day. The 
newly aroused feeling in our churches, in favor of such opera- 
tions, demands a medium of expression in sacred song as well as 
speech. And here is provided a large numbeir of Hyaii)9, fitted 
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to almost every occasion of the kind that may arise. Several of 
these are by the editors, and are characterized by unusual fervor 
and power. 

We do not intend to speak disparagingly of the many excellent 
Hymn Books already in use. We only say, that this, in our 
estimation, combines the advantages of them all, as far as such 
an object can be attained in one volume. We would, also, men- 
tion with approbation the neat form given it by the publisher, 
alike creditable to him and acceptable to the public. 

A. D. M. 

6. True PatriotiBin. A Discourse delivered on Fast Day, in the 
Second Universalist Church, School Street By £. H. Chapin. Bostpn: 
Abel Tompkins, 38 Corahill. 1847. 8vo. pp. 19. 

7. Might and Right An Oration delivered before the Erosophian 
Adelphi of Waterville College, August J 2, 1846. By K H. Chapin. 
Boston : Abel Tompkins, Cornhill. 1846. 8vo. pp. 40. 

On receiving the first-named of these pamphlets, we regarded 
the occasion as presenting an opportunity to atone, in some mea- 
sure, for omitting to give a seasonable notice of the other. We 
therefore wrote out both titles, at once, as above, and sat down to 
the perusal. But on reading the Fast-Day Discourse, we changed 
our purpose. Though the Oration is the more highly labored 
performance, in point of literary ^ execution, we have been so 
strongly impressed by the clear exposition, fearless but unostenta- 
tious plain-dealing, and just statement uttered in temperate lan- 
guage, which characterize the Discourse, that we wish, for the 
present, to direct attention solely to this. We have seen nothing, 
on our public obligations, as citizens, that so well corresponded to 
the demands of our conscience. It is a word fitly spoken, and 
in season. Unacquainted as we are with the details of national 
affairs, and especially of party-politics, we are nevertheless sure 
that there are some eternal principles of truth and justice, to 
which all these movements at the surface are amenable, and by 
which they will be led to issues favorable or disastrous, according 
to their moral deserts ; and we are equally sure that all policy, 
patriotism, party-spirit, or passionate excitement, which overlooks 
this Liw, is blind to its direct results. We believe " there is a 
God who judges in the earth." . It is into these eternal principles 
that the preacher enters ; on these he bases our duties, both as 
patriots and Christians, in relation particularly to our present war 
with Mexico. Its well-known grounds are sufficiently indicated ; 
the apologies for it, or, rather, that class of them which sets aside 
all moral obligation, are faithfully exposed, as well as that false 
and atrocious patriotism whose motto is, " Our country^ rigid or 
wrong. '*^ v\ e hope this true-spoken Discourse will have an ex- 
tensive circulation. 
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Art. XV. 

Origin of Moral EviL 

In a preceding number of this work, [July, 1844,] the 
-writer offered some thoughts and arguments on thp '' Ori- 
gin of Bin," but left the subject, (as may be seen at the 
close of that article,) in an unfinished state. Circumstan- 
ces, which we need not relate, have delayed the completion 
of the argunjent, till the present This very long hiatus 
between the two parts of the subject, renders it proper that 
we introduce a brief recapitulation, that readers may see 
our starting-point, and be prepared to set out with us in 
pursuing our investigations. 

It was maintained, in the previous article, that the pop- 
ular notion concerning the origin of sin, viz., that the 
original cause of sin was itself^ sinful, is erroneous ; since 
it would imply that moral evil originated the first moral 
evil. This is not possible; as a sinful cause could no 
more exist previous to the first sin, than sin could be com- 
mitted before there was a sinner. The sinning and the 
fiin must have begun at the same time, and in the same 
act To contend that a being is a sinner previously to hiB 
sinning, or that he cannot sin till after he is a sinner, is an 
absurdity in theology as well as metaphysics. To say 
that the first of any given series of events or things 18 
preceded by a first, — the first link of a chain, for examplci 
'-—is equivalent to the assertion that the first is not the 
first, but the second, or something else I To use such 
language, or such reasoning, if reasoning it may be called^ 
is to confound the very first elements of common sense. 

Moral agency, or the capacity of the moral agent, must 
precede moral action, as machineiy cannot be put in 
operation before it exists ; and the first moral act of the 
moral agent commences his moral character, for better or 
for worse, for weal or wo. Previously to that act, " the 
moral agent,^ as the term is, had no personal moral chaiw 
acter, properly so called ; he had no personal desert, either 
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of praise or blame. Though constitutionally possessed of 
faculties capable of forming moral character, man is not 
yirtuous or vicious, holy or sinful, before he exercises bi» 
faculties. He may be naturally endowed with the intel- 
lectual apparatus tor thinking -and reasoning; but he is 
not a thinking' being, before he has thoughts^ nor a reo- 
soner, before he begins to reason. 

If we adopt the tenable ground, that the action takes its 
character from the motive or intention of the actor, the 
result will be the same as to the position in question ; 
because, the first intenlion to do wrong, could have no 
precedent of the kind. The first wrong motive or volition 
could not have been preceded by a wrong motive or voli- 
tion. Pursuing the argument, therefore, upon any and 
every fair ground of reasoning, we come to the conclusion 
that moral agents, in the exercise of powers, faculties, or 
agencies, which are in themselves entirely sinless, trans- 
gress the law, or commit sins, and hence form a character 
of their own, and for which, just so far as that character 
possesses moral attributes or qualities, they are account- 
able. Men cannot, even if they would, be morally amen- 
able for acts which are not morally their own. They may 
suffer in consequence of acts in which they have had no 
participation ; as the most innocent often do, by reason of 
the conduct of the wicked ; but they cannot sufier as reatly 
guilty, till innocence and guilt are synonymous. Should 
an unjust, or an erring tribunal, adjudge them as guilty, 
the wrong decision would not alter the facts of the case. 
Men are equitably responsible, on moral principles, for 
their own moral acts only. 

We continue and conclude the investigation of this 
subject, from no spirit of vain curiosity — with no disposi- 
tion to appear singular, or to boast of originality in these 
views ; but we do it from a deep and thorough conviction 
of its importance, and of the salutary influence it will 
exert, when clearly understood. That it is a reasonable 
doctrine, and that it agrees with the personal experience 
and unsophisticated convictions of our readers, we have 
not a doubt Can we suppose, then, that it is unscriptur- 
al ? Are the revelations of the Bible at war with reason, 
and incompatible with the nature and fitness of things? 
Shall wCi tor the sake of adopting some sentences in that 
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good Book in the most literal sense, throw aside the 
knowledge which has been derived from long years of 
various experiments in things moral, discard the use of 
reason, and either disregard and overlook the plain and 
obvious tenor of the divine testimony in general, or make 
it conform, for theory's sake, to the few passages yrhich 
divinity-manufacturers have consecrated to sectarian pur- 
poses ? Shall we pursue a course of interpretation which 
will lead us, to be consistent, to adopt the doctrines of 
vicarious atonement, transubstantiation, and the like ? 

But that the Scriptures, though not composed for the 
accommodation of disputants and metaphysicians, abun- 
dantly warrant the positions here assumed, and the con- 
clusions at which we arrive, we now proceed to show, 
^ from the account of the sin of Eden, the temptation of 
the Saviour, and the meaning of Paul in the seventh 
chapter of Romans." It may not be improper to state 
that, after a patient and more careful examination of the 
whole subject, our serious convictions are strengthened 
and confirmed, that sin originates from sinless faculties, or 
the misuse of those powers, senses, appetites and passions, 
which, if properly employed, would contribute alone to 
virtue, usefulness, and innocent enjoyments. 

The Bible account of the first transgression of our race, 
affords the fairest opportunity — as we might reasonbly 
expect it would — of testing the correctness of our views, 
of any part of that sacred volume. If the doctrine of 
original depravity be true, it will be found to have infected 
the nature of our first parents. But»what is the substance 
of the narrative in Genesis, so far as the questions at issue 
are concerned? Why, it is simply as follows: — Adam 
was formed of the dust of the ground, breath was infused 
into him, and he became a living being, (Gen. ii. 7.) 
Nothing wrong — no depravity — so far. Having placed 
Adam in the garden to cultivate it, his Maker provided 
for him sustenance suited to his nature, his wants and 
appetites ; giving him free access to the trees of the gar- 
den, save "the tree of knowledge of good and eviL** 
(verses 15, 16, 17.) For wise reasons, the man was fur- 
nished with a help mete for him, (ver. 18.) The new born 
pair were innocent and unsuspecting as babes. I'Jiey 
knew no moral wrong, (ver. 25.) They had appetites for 
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the fmit of the garden ; no less for the forbidden fmit than 
for any other* But hunger and thirst were as sinless as 
they were natural. The serpent attempted to deceive the 
mother of our race, by misstating the divine prohibition^ 
(iii. 1.) But Eve detected his craft, and stated the matter 
as it was in fact, and resisted the temptation to eat : show* 
ing that virtue is older than vice, and reverence older than 
irreverence ; for she acted with reference to God's com- 
mand, (verses 2, 3.) But the tempter, as is usually the 
case, persisted in his course ; called in question the verac- 
ity of God, aYid held out the flattering delusion that to 
disobey, and partake the forbidden fruit, would render the 
sinless Eve wise, and god-like, and happy, (verses, 4, 5.) 
Grazing intently upon the enticing objects before her, the 
woman consulted appetite rather than duty, was deceived 
in regard to the direct consequences of her conduct, par- 
took, and gave to her husband, (ver. 6.) The effects of 
disobedience to God immediately followed, as may be 
seen by the residue of the chapter. 

We perceive, then, that Eve was naturally capable of 
understanding both the permission and the prohibition of 
her Maker and moral Governor. She knew it was right 
to obey God, and, of course, wrong to disobey. To suc- 
ceed in his designs, " the serpent " did not deny what Eve 
knew to be true, but, like other tempters, changed the 
grounds of his address, and held out the fascinating pre- 
tension that, by gratifying her appetite on the interdicted 
fruit, she would acquire more knowledge, and become 
wise, like gods, knowing both good and evil. The moral 
evil consisted not in Eve's nature, in her wants, appetitesi 
or temptations ; but in yielding to the latter. Guilt, shame, 
fear and death, followed. 

Though before possessed of precisely the same nature, 
nothing like this had been experienced. The first act of 
disobedience formed a new character, the character of a 
sinner, in a degree. There was nothing sinful in being 
made subject to vanity, with natural wants, appetites, and 
passions. Sin consists in that act of the mind by which 
" the law '' is voluntarily transgressed. This, we believe, 
agrees with universal experience, v 

And it may be proper to remark here, that nothing 
would be gained by regarding the "the serpent" as a 
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personal being ; a real devil. For if that be admitted, it 
will not alter the case, since, according to the Mosaic 
account, each actor was judged and rewarded with refer- 
ence to individual character and desert; the woman, the 
man, and the serpent. Gen. iii. 8, 14 — 19. Besides, it 
were useless to consider the question of personality^ &c^ 
since our readers are not troubled about the old, antiquated 
dogma of the church on that subject. 

As the two sinners in Eden exercised the same physical 
powers in partaking of the interdicted fruit, (calling it lUr 
eraf,) that they would have employed in plucking and 
eating any other fruit of the ganlen, so did they exercise 
the same intellectual powers, in deciding to partake thereof| 
that they would have used in coming to the determination 
to resist the temptation. All their natural appetites were 
as sinless, of themselves, as the apple's inviting appearance, 
which gave efficacy to the power of temptation. The 
abuse oi faculties and passions, naturally destitute of moral 
character, by voluntary disobedience, produced the sin of 
Eden ; whereas a firm and C^hrist-like resistance to temp- 
tation, would have been virtue of distinguishing degree. 
This Scripture account, therefore, of the origin of sin, 
perfectly agrees with our theory. It is corroborative of it 
in every respect, providing that the figurative language 
concerning the serpent, the garden^ the trees, &c have a 
rational interpretation. 

The next example of temptation to sin, to be considered, 
is recorded in Matt iv. Mark i. and Luke iv.# Any thing 
like a commentary on the account of our Saviour's trials in 
the wilderness, is entirely out of the question in this place. 
Nor is it perceived that, considering the importance of the 
subject, much need be said. Readers do not wish us 
to show, by laborious argument, that the Serpent — the 
tempter, was not " a fallen angel," a personal devil of 
heavenly origin and descent, or the very " old rebel " of 
whom so much has been said and sung; for, admitting 
the old theory were true, and the prince of angels haa 
become a devil, it matters nothing for the better or the 
worse, in this case, since, as the holy angels were not 
troubled with " flesh and blood," " this body," we have a 
right to assume that they had no " sinful nature " to cause 
their fall ; and hence, their sin must have originated in 

19* 
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sinless faculties. Hapless sinners! having neither << Ser* 
pent" nor "carnal nature" to heap their sins upon! 

We proceed, then, upon the supposition that Jesus was 
a man -^ a created, dependent being, constituted of mind 
and body, or, of body, soul, and spirit, as are the members 
of the great family of which he is the " elder brother." He 
was made subject to wants, infirmities, and death. He 
experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue, pain, &c., as do others* 
His sensibilities were exquisite; his dread of sufferings 
and death, acute and awful. Like his brethren of the 
human race, Jesus was differently affected under different 
circumstances. His feelings — for no better word volun*- 
teers its service — his feelings were like those of othet 
good men, to a certain extent. He had emotions of pleas- 
ure and displeasure, of love and anger, or of affection and 
aversion. Though possessed of facuhies and attainments 
unequalled among all created beings, he was a moral 
agent, and accountable accordingly. His greatness excites 
our reverence, his benevolence and virtue our highest ad- 
miration. It would be difficult to describe the perversity 
of the heart, which did not desire to, imitate his examples. 
But how could he be a pattern for others, and what test 
could he have given of his entire devotion to virtuous 
principle, so far as mortals could perceive and be benefited 
by it, had he not been subject to temptations, and liable, 
if unguarded and indiscreet, to be overcome by their 
influence ? 

Jesus acted as wise and prudent men should act, viz. 
with reference to his moral accountability ; and " for the 
joy set before him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame." Indeed, he was made in the likeness of human 
nature, and constitutionally acted upon the same morcd 
ground as do others, though in a manner peculiar to him- 
self. To adopt the language of St. Paul, — " in all thingi^ 
it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things 
pertaining to God, to malte reconciliation for the sins of the 
people : for in that he himself hath suffered, being tempted, 
he is able to succor them that are tempted." (Heb. ii. 17, 
18.) " For we have not an High Priest, which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." (iv. 16.) 
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Now, though we would not strain the apostle's language 
to mean, that the blessed Jesus was tempted in as many 
different ways as men are, yet we do contend that, so far 
as the Son of God ivas tempted, he occupied substantially 
the same ground — the wide field of voluntary agency — 
as do all morally accountable agents. This being the 
case, his examples in temptation, though he sinned not, go 
to demonstrate, that sin may originate in sinless faculties. 
Jesus, as admitted on all hands, partook of the same " flesh 
and bloovd " that we do, but had no " sinful nature." Had 
the glorious Son of God yielded to the influences which 
beset him; had he so far distrusted or disregarded the 
ancient promise of his Heavenly Father (Matt iv. 3, 4,) as 
to have attempted to convert stones into bread ; or, relying 
inconsiderately upon Almighty preservation, (verses 5, 6,7,) 
bad he leaped from the dizzy heights of the temple, to gain 
the confidence of the people, who were looking for some 
awe-inspiring sign in the expected Messiah ; or, to escape 
the horrors of a most agonizing death upon the cross, had 
he grasped the sceptre of universal dominion, dazzled and 
led astray by the magnificence of regal splendor, and, for 
personal ease and convenience, sacrificed himself to the 
world, (verses 8, 9, 10,) instead of worshipping God ; if we 
even suppose all this to have taken place, no one will con- 
tend that such actions proceded from a "sinful nature "-*- 
"corrupt passions" — "criminal appetites," in the Son of 
God. To say that Jesus was actuated by " the carnal 
mind, which is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be," is to deny the assertion of Paul, — that he 
was " without sin." 

The whole account of the temptation goes to show 
demonstratively, and, as it would seem, beyond the reach 
of all cavil and objection, that the whole character of his 
conduct, whatever it was, or might have been, was attrib- 
utable to his mind; his mental and moral capacities. 
Ther(3 was no sin in being hungry and desiring food ; no 
sin in wishing to exhibit some astonishing sign which 
should tend to convince the unbelieving Jews that he was 
the Messiah spoken of by their prophets ; no siri in prefer- 
ring to live, and sway a sceptre over the world with a 
view, perhaps, to its more immediate conversion to Chris- 
tianity, to suffering a horrible death under the ignominy of 
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the cross. But, when all the circumstances were duly 
considered, and it was evident that a gratification of per- 
sonal feelings and preferences would be inconsistent with 
moral obligation to God, and involve a transgression of 
his holy law ; had the Lord Jesus still persisted in his 
course, his intentions would have given character to his 
actions, and intentions are never attributable, properly 
speaking, to <' flesh and blood," or their mere animal 
adjuncts. 

We come now to the seventh chapter of the Epistle of 
Paul to the Romans ; but happily, the labor of exposition 
and illustration, had such a task been contemplated, has 
been anticipated, and performed in this work in a faithful 
and judicious manner. (See the number for Octoberi 
1845.) Those who have carefully read Articles xxxi 
and xxxii of that number of the Quarterly, will need no 
argument to demonstrate that the Apostle advanced no 
sentiments in the seventh of Romans, incompatible with 
the views advocated in these articles on the origin of sin. 
His language is highly figurative, and by no means 
remarkable for rhetorical precision. As if hurried along 
by the resistless current of the subject with which his great 
soul was divinely animated, Paul indulged in such figures 
and forms of language, as were most lorcible and conve- 
nient ; changing his metaphors frequently, and using the 
same word, or the same phrase, in different or opposite 
senses, in the same sentence. His personifications, as in 
other parts of his writings, are strikingly bold and origi- 
nal, including " the law," " sin," " righteousness," " the 
flesh," &c. The shapes assumed by this personification 
of subjects are various, and sometimes " hard to be under- 
stood," in different parts of his discourses. Hence, as 
said by the Editor, " we must be Careful to draw out the 
main thread from its rhetorical entanglements, and to fol- 
low it through without being turned aside by mere tropes 
and metonymies." Those who do not heed this timely 
suggestion, would make the apostle appear inconsistent 
with himself, and contradictory in his argument in the 
mcst obvious manner. Using words in their common 
acceptation, it can not be true, that any man can, at the 
same time, " be carnal, and sold under sin," and yet " be 
firee firom the law of sin, through Christ Jesus." In other 
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words, he cannot be a wicked, unconverted sinner, at the 
same time tliat he is a devoted follower of the Savionr. 
If a man be really crushed and tormented with " this body 
of death" and sin, he cannot, during his sufferings, rejoice 
in "the liberty wherewith Christ has made him free," hav- 
ing "no condemnation" whilst in Christ Jesus. Much 
allowance should be made, for too strong or hyperbolical 
expressions. 

If it should be said, as it often has been, that Paul 
was not speaking of himself, (and those of like condition 
whom he represented,) as actually a sinner^ having ex- 
pressly asserted, that " it is no more / that do it, but sin 
that dwelleth in me," our reply is ready, viz. : that being 
the case, there is no more to be said on the subject, in this 
discussion ; because, we are inquiring after the origin of 
sin among human sinners — not the origin of sinning 
**sin"! But not being elated with the vantage-ground 
thus taken, we should like to be informed how the above 
can be literally true, in the broad and universal application 
made of that conscience-soothing position, providing the 
words of Paul, so emphatically used at the close of the 
seventh chapter, are also literally true, viz. : " So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God ; but with the flesh 
[1 myself] serve the law of sin." Was not the same " I 
myself" responsible and rewardable, in both instances? 
both of obedience, and disobedience ? Will any rational 
" mind " contend that Pauii meant to be understood, that 
his flesh, literal fleshy could have a volition, an evil inten- 
tion, and do a moral wrong ? Impossible ! Nor did he 
mean that he was such a monstrous compound of moral 
contrarieties as some have contended for, and constantly 
maintained in himself, the character of the saint and the 
character of the sinner. — an angel and a demon incarnate! 
He speaks of himself, or in the first person, to render the 
discourse more acceptable and impressive. Though the 
doctrine advanced was no more true of him than of all 
others in similar circumstances, and his meaning obviously 
is, that though with his mind he could but constantly 
approve, and, when consistent with his Christian profes- 
sion, serve, the law of (iod, yet, when his mind became 
sensualized, or yielded to the impulses of wrong affections, 
he violated that law, or sinned. He sought no scape-goat 
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for his sins, but took the whole responsibility upon him- 
self, when he speaks directly and plainly. 

This view ot the subject, then, is peculiarly important, 
because eminently practical in its tendencies. It shows 
that we are sinners — if sinners at all — in the obvioas, 
every-day sense of the word ; implying the transgression 
of moral law in such a manner, as to deserve punishment, 
or the Infliction of pain, for a benevolent purpose. 

To be conscious of such desert, we must also be con- 
scions that in our actions we have enjoyed moral freedom, 
or acted according to our own moral choice. A sinner 
feels that he has done in orally wrong — has voluntarily 
transgressed the law of God. Though his heart be not 
constantly alive to a conviction of guilt, he cannot effect- 
ually smother it His sin may be hidden deep in secresy ; 
but he knows where it is! It is recorded in his own 
bosom, in characters of fire. The record of guilt may be 
long suppressed, but it will ultimately be revealed and 
read. The hidden but living coals, fanned by circumstan- 
ces, will break through their ashy covering, and burst 
forth. He that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
he hath done, saith inspiration. Sooner or later, the voice 
which cried in Eden, "Adam, what hast thou done ?'' will 
pierce the soul of the stoutest transgressors. They shall 
" eat of the fruit of their own doings ;^ "be rewarded 
according to their works." 

Vain must be the attempt to prove, that God is the 
author of sin, in any sense of the term. Indeed, those 
who have undertaken the task, from Hopkins downward, 
have saved us the trouble of refuting their arguments in 
detail, by inadvertantly refuting themselves. They tell us 
that, " in the sense in which God is the author of an act, 
it is not fin /" not a moral evil ! What possible " sense,*' 
then, can there be in saying, " God is the author of sin " ? 
Is he the author of that which does not exist ? so to speak. 
The idea is grossly absurd. " Sin is the transgression of 
the law." God cannot transgress the law. " I'he woman 
being deceived^ was in the transgression." An all-wise 
being could not be the author oi an act, which resulted 
from deception. 

The mere visible effects of actions do not always deter- 
mine their moral character. One of our most able authors 
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has said, ^< It will be granted, on all sides, that no action 
unconnected with design, ought to be considered sin. It 
is, then, an evH intentianj which constitutes an evil 
action." ^ We call " evil intentions " sin. How can we 
say, then, that God is the author of those acts, which we 
call sin? Is he the author of evil intentions? By no 
means. Things which men have " meant " for evil, God 
has meant for good. So says observation ; so say the 
Scriptures. We do not deny but that an overruling Prov- 
idence may bring about benevolent results, by the concur- 
rence of all human actions. Perhaps it may be safely 
assumed, that, in some possible sense, God works in aU 
the agencies of the universe ; in the saint and the sinner, — 
Moses and Pharoah, for instance, — both to will and to do 
of his great pleasure. But it would no more follow, as a 
consequence, that the moral character of their acts should 
be attributed to Him, than it would that He was wise and 
foolish, prudent and reckless, meek and haughty, kindly 
disposed and hard hearted, in proportion as the deliverer 
or the oppressor of God's people was so. Therefore, to 
call any act, of which he is the author, sinful^ would be as 
unphilosophical, and more irreverent, than to call \i foolish! 
With the most profound veneration, then, for the reason- 
able and scriptural doctrine of the sovereignty and all- 
pervading agency of Deity, we still contend for the moral 
agency of man, on the ground that he is the author of his 
own moral actions ; and that this is the ground, and the 
only true ground, of moral responsibility. r. s. 



Art. XVI. 

The Connection between Natural and Revealed ReKgion. 

The object proposed in the present article is this : — to 
point out the relations, and the reciprocal influence, be- 
tween natural and revealed religious truth ; between those 

1 Rev. H. BaUon. 
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ideas of God, the spiritual relations of men, and human 
destiny, which inquiry, research and reflection, have at* 
tained, and those ideas which are unfolded with authoritaf- 
tive clearness in the Bible. It does not come within the 
scope of our plan to refer at all to the preliminary question, 
so widely agitated in our time, whether the Bible itself 
contains a revelation, in our common understanding of that 
term, or whether its truths are merely the highest discov- 
eries as yet attained by the religious nature in its natural and 
ordinary developement Standing on the commonly rec- 
ognized Christian ground, without reference to that point, 
we wish to trace the connection between the religions 
truths of the Bible, as they are clearly unfolded, whether 
snpernaturally revealed or not, and the developement of 
philosophical and scientific researches in the same field. 

And, in the first place, we must remark that the distinc- 
tion between the two provinces of Natural and Revealed 
Religion, is founded not in a difference between things, 
but in the relation which certain truths bear to the laws 
and limits of human knowledge. By the terms " Natural" 
and " Revealed," we do not distinguish different kinds of 
religion, separate fields of investigation essentially distinct; 
we do not intend an intellectual partition such as, in the 
realm of science, is conveyed by the terms. Astronomy 
and Geology, Chemistry and Mathematics. Evidently, 
there can be but one religion, one absolute system c^ 
spiritual truth, as there can be but one science of Geom- 
etry, or one theory of light and of mechanic forces. And 
this absolute religion remains true, independent of human 
thought and culture, entirely unaffected by the faith or the 
ignorance of men. The difference marked and conveyed 
in common speech by the terms we have used, is a differ- 
ence of relations solely ; it implies, not a generic separation, 
but refers to a diversity in the methods of attainment, and 
the character of the evidence adduced. To the domain of 
Natural Religion belong all the features of this universal 
truth, which human reason, in its highest elevation, can 
attain. It includes all those discoveries, which, in accord- 
ance vifith the natural adaptation between our finite intel- 
lect and the laws df mental light, flow in upon us from 
the infinite depths of being; while Revealed Religioia, 
supplying a higher instrument, and collecting and concen- 
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trating the rays into a powerful focus, intensifies — to use 
that word — our natural knowledge, at the sannie time that 
it extends the range of our acquaintance with the universe^ 
and brings within the circle of our vision vast relationSf 
which must forever have been denied to the most ardent 
researches of the unaided eye. Ilie distinction in the 
terms reposes, then, not on objective peculiarities in truths^ 
but on subjective powers of discovery. 

Reasoning a priori^ we cannot discover that, indepen- 
dent of the pleasure of the Deity, there need be, to us, any 
natural connection between the evidences for these two 
divisions. The Infinite cannot exhaust itself by any rev- 
elations, and there would seem to be no necessary rela- 
tionship between the actual manifestations of the Deity in 
the mechanical arrangements of nature and the powers of 
the mind, and any further communications which He 
might choose to make directly through an accredited 
agent, and by super-ordinary means. It was within the 
option of the Deity to rest revelation on independent evi- 
dence entirely overw^helming, — to introduce it into the 
world like light borne suddenly into the midst of total 
darkness — to strengthen it wiih evidence that should 
command the belief of all times, not at all by the harmony 
of its truths with known or observed or supposed princi- 
ples of Divine agency and action, but by the crushing 
exhibitions of supernatural interference, which establisbi 
beyond all cavil, the communicated facts. Nature might 
have been constructed so meaningless, or the intuitive 
energies of the mind might have been so dull, that, for 
any practical knowledge of the character and will of the 
Almighty, we should be obliged to rely entirely on definite 
statements, endorsed by evidence addressed to the senses, 
— evidence which should always consist of historical and 
material proof. Beyond any attainable depths " a lower 
deep " still opens in the Infinite ; and, as the scale of rev- 
elation, through common or uncommon means, is solely the 
arbitrary pleasure of the Deity, we can discover no neces- 
sary tie, which, in the nature of things, binds the truths of 
the two departments into mutual relationship and de- 
pendency. 

But this, although it might have been the order of prov- 
idence, is not the order of fact It will not be pretended 

VOL. IV. 20 
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by any — we think not by the blindest zealots against 
human reason — that there is no connection subsisting 
between these separate ranges. It is the plan of Infinite 
Wisdom not to overpower the mind by certainty, but to 
lead it, along the path of analogies and correspondences 
and probabilities, to failh. Nature is neither so empty of 
moral significance, nor the mind so devoid of heavenly 
attractions and spiritual instincts, nor is the dogmatic and 
extraordinary evidence of Revelation so irresistible, when 
examined by itself, as to require, on the one hand, or to 
permit, on the other, the introduction of a set of truths, 
claiming to be a revelation, and yet entirely beyond the 
range, and independent of the confirmation and support, 
which are given by the dim testimony of the outward 
universe and the soul of man. And thus, while we affirm 
a radical distinction between Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion, relativ(5ly to the powers of the mind, which must 
not be confounded, neither the actual weakness of the one, 
nor the admitted strength of the other, will allow us to 
deny that they do, in some way, mutually imply and 
sustain each other. 

If the supernatural proofs of Revelation be not assumed 
to be in themselves entirely overwhelming, so as to repel 
the possibility of collateral aid, we may state, in the first 
place, that the truths of Revelation must be connected 
with Natural Religion, at least to this extent : they must 
be in harmony with it ; they must not contradict it. For, 
with the present constitution of human reason, it can 
hardly be entertained as possible, that any pretended Rev- 
elation could win a general belief, even though seemingly 
endorsed by miraculous aid, if it contained a theory of 
God and Nature entirely opposed to the researches of 
science, and if it unfolded a system of morals from which 
the finest sensibilities of conscience spontaneously re- 
coiled. Reason will not entertain the question of super- 
natural testimony, if it be vitiated by an association with 
absurdities. Men could easily evade any testimony to a 
miracle ; they would distrust their senses if they saw a 
miracle wrought in support of a revolting scheme. Such 
a system, besides miraculous testimony, would find it 
necessary to induce a miraculous change on human reason, 
and, as an indispensable preliminary, reverse the laws of 
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the intellect. * And thus, with the present stracture of the 
human mind, the possibility, not indeed of a Revelation's 
being given, but of its gaining credence, involves the 
necessity of its being in harmony with the general laws, 
and what we believe to be the possiMlilies^ oi nature. 

Farther than this, moreover, we may assert that Natural 
Religion is so far the basis of Revelation, that it supplies 
the antecedent probability that further and higher commu- 
nications from the Deity will be made. The argument 
for a system of Elevealed truth is essentially weakened, 
when no hints and no probabilities can be detected in the 
world and in the wants of man, which that system meets 
and confirms. The defences of Revelation cure left open 
to the inroads of scepticism, when the outposts of natural 
analogies and confirmed anticipations have been stormed 
and beaten down. Before the full weight of miraculous 
evidence, even, can be appreciated, a certain prior purity 
in our conceptions of the unity and goodness of the Al- 
mighty is almost indispensable. Ahhough we cannot 
excuse the wilful enmity of the Pheurisees to Jesus, still, 
had the Jewish notions of God's unity been sufficiently 
precise to have excluded their belief in the power of De- 
mons, and the hostile agency of Beelzebulj, the miracles 
of Christ would have exercised a greater power over their 
unbelief. Wherever miraculous proof is obliged to meet 
this faith in the Duality of agencies which control the 
powers of nature, there must be some circumstances con- 
nected with the miracle, or its author, or its purpose, which 
determine the mind, from its prior natural associations, to 
ascribe it either to the one or the other of its preconceived 
Deities. And accordingly as these cirumstances harmo- 
nize with the supposed proper agency of the benevolent or 
malignant power, will the Revelation be accepted. And it 
was, perhaps, to the purity of the Jewish notions of the 
power and goodness of the Deity, and to the harmony of his 
own works and words with those higher views, that Christ 
appealed as an argument for the validity of his claims in 
that language, " Ye believe in God, believe also in me." 

If we extend our inquiries beyond the field we have 
already pccupied, into the connection between the doc- 
trines of Christianity and Natural Religion, we find our- 
selves perplexed with many embarassing problems. The 
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truths of the Christian Revelation were above the attaior- 
ments and capacity of the age in which they were given* 
There was nothing in the history or the tendencies of 
Religious and philosophical speculations that seemed to 
point to, or promise them. Besides, they came with 
authority, in a diflferent way and with higher sanctions 
than truths attained by unassisted human culture. And 
thus they are forever se[>arated from the same facts, if they 
should be developed by moral evidence alone. This cor- 
dially granted, and firmly believed, the question of the 
exact relation between the doctrines of the Gospel and 
of Natural Religion is still a question of speculative, if not 
of practical interest, but one which, from the difficulties 
which attend it, is, in our opinion, almost,, if not entirely^ 
insoluble. To receive a satisfactory answer, evidently we 
should first understand the limits of intellectual power in 
the domain of Religion. We must go back to the time 
when Revelation was given, and comprehend not only 
what men had learned of God and nature, and not only 
what they seemed likely to learn, but also what, by the 
sole aid of thought and culture, they could ever learn. We 
must see not merely the relation of the new doctrines to 
human attainment thus far, but also to the possible capa* 
city of reason. We must understand the extent to which 
human reason, uninfluenced by the Bible, can go in the 
construction of a religious creed, and then look into the 
schedule of Revelation, and note the difference. No other 
method can be effectual. The mind of Christ was above 
his time ; but we have no authority for asserting that, in 
the course of centuries, some spirit could not naturally 
arise, who should discover and reveal, by the power of 
spiritual intuition, and in a philosophical form, many of 
the truths which Christ revealed by authority, and as a 
religion. We can never prophesy the exact limits of 
intellectual power. History warns us against doing so. 
The genius of Plato was naturally evolved from the ca- 
pacities of the Pelasgic race. But who, in Homer's time, 
could have conceived the possibility of Platonism! It 
would have been a revelation — strange enough — in the 
heroic age. Cultivation prepares the way for him, how- 
ever, and Plato comes, the perfection of Grecian genius, 
and, by a singular law, at the declining moment of Grecian 
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inspiration. It would have been unwarrantable presump- 
tion in the time of Copernicus, or even of Hipparchus, to 
have denied the possibility of an intellect like Newton's, 
Every genius is an impossibility till he appears. There 
are never facts enough in human experience to serve as a 
basis for safe induction as to the mental capacity of men. 
We cannot reach the law that governs the developement of 
genius. Two centuries before his time, Shakespeare was 
a poetic miracle ; he is a poetic wonder still. From the 
average powers of boys at ten, it would seem monstrous 
that there should be heads like those of Zera Colburn and 
young SafFord. They appear like new planets, taking a 
wider sweep in the universe of mind, and thfe limits of 
human nature are carried out. And so it is now impossi- 
ble to determine how far the doctrines^ alone, of Christi- 
anity, separate from their proofs and the circumstances of 
the teacher, were merely anticipations of possible dis- 
coveries. 

It may be urged, however, that the results of inquiry, 
the developements of research, since the introduction of 
Christianity, have extended the range of Natural Religion; 
and, therefore, a comparison of the results of the two sys- 
tems now may aid us in settling the question of mutual 
influence. But here we are met by another difficulty. In 
order that this method should be effective, it would be 
. necessary to assume that Revelation has had no influence 
in aiding this culture and unfolding these results. If 
Christianity has not been entirely f inoperative as an intel- 
lectual aid, we can no more conclude, from the after ten- 
dencies and triumphs of thought, what the real extent of 
Natural Religion w, than from the former weakness and 
failures of thought, we could properly have concluded 
what its limits must be. 

We cannot stop to discuss the question, whether Rev- 
elation has aided the discoveries of science ; but we think 
it is evident, on philosophical grounds, that the religious 
value of those discoveries has been powerfully affected by 
the truths of the Gospel. And now, if this be so, instead 
of possessing the pure results of Natural Religion on the 
one side, and of Revelation on the other, we have both 
blended. The union is so intimate that no analysis can 
separate, and hold the elements apart, even as an experi- 

20# 
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ment. We have no moral prism to divide the rays. Like 
a current formed by the junction of two streams, the 
waters have mixed, until it is a hopeless task to distinguish 
the drops, and refer each one accurately to its original 
source. 

Physiology, for instance, and an acquaintance with the 
mutual dependence of physical laws throughout the uni- 
verse, have unfolded and confirmed the idea of God's 
foodness, and have transferred it to Natural Religion, 
tut, unless that conception had been supplied beforehand 
so purely by the gospel, the conclusion could not be 
reached with so much ease, nor would it lie in the mind 
with so much certainty. The notion itself was ready, 
deeply impressed upon the faith of men, and applied to 
the facts to be tried, not reached from the facts alone as a 
purely inductive result. The force of the gospel was in it, 
as a Christian conception^ when given : it lies in it after it 
is established seemingly on scientific grounds alone. The 
idea of God's spirituality and omnipresence has been 
immensely supported by inquiries into the essence of the 
laws of nature, and by the revelations of Chemistry and 
Astronomy. But they were pure ideas, present at hand, 
to be interpreted by science, offered as hypotheses imme- 
diately to Natural Religion; they were not, really, the 
suggested notions after the facts were all revealed, the key 
proposed by the guess of some shrewd thinker to explain 
the scientific phenomena. We must constantly remember 
that the Christian mould is eyer ready to give the facts their 
form. Modern philosophy has drawn, from a profound 
investigation of the phenomena of evil, a beautiful, and, it 
should seem, impregnable argument, in confirmation of 
the unity and the goodness of the Creator. In this respect, 
the Natural Religion of our times is incomparably higher 
than the general spirit of the speculations in the ancient 
classic world. For, however, our faith may still be dis- 
turbed at times by the sudden and violent irruption of the 
thought of evil upon the mind, the question of a duality of 
agencies, or of any pure malignity in nature, is finally set 
at rest by the discovery that seeming evil grows out of the 
same root with good, is always the incidental, never the 
necessary developement of the same law, and that it thus 
points to the intentional agency of One who has included 
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it in the plan of human discipline, and inwoven it in 
the web of being for some design, — inexplicable as yet it 
may be, of ultimate perfection. Who can doubt that this 
discovery has resulted naturally from the pressure upon 
the mind of the sublime doctrine of Christianity, that 
God is the Father — a doctrine which has become so inti- 
mately a part of our religious cultivation, and which lies 
in the soul with such authoritative power, that the mind 
has felt impelled to probe the secrets of nature to their last 
hiding-places, in order to reconcile its cheering faith with 
the gloomy show of facts ? The pure, unccremonial the- 
ory of worship, too, in Christianity — its ritual of deeds, is 
powerfully supported by the unfolded grandeur of the 
universe : that is, all which we have IcEurned of nature is 
in harmony with such a view of God and piety. But we 
cannot know that the piety required by St. John — the 
law of love as the highest worship — would have been 
evolved from the facts which now give to it additional 
force. Christian cultivation ^ and Christian views of the 
world have infused themselves into the whole framework 
of education. Under Christian civilization, natural sci- 
ence, instead of being obliged to encounter the hostile 
influence of a degraded and impure system of religion, 
instead of being fettered by anthropomorphic and physical 
notions of the Deity, established by a theological training 
from which it must work itself free, is aided by ideas so 
lofty and spiritual that they cannot be surpassed. And it 
is these ideas, commented on and unfolded by science, of 
which, for the most part, Natural Theology now consists. 
For, strictly speaking, induction cannot reach to the attri- 
butes of God and the elements of a religion. These can 
be known only from a complete survey of nature, from a 
knowledge of all the evidence furnished in her realm. 
But induction can never deal with more than a partial, 
limited range of facts. And thus, what is claimed in 
modern times to be Natural Religion exclusively, is 
merely a portion of Christianity given as hypotheses, and 
then translated into the language of nature, and interpreted 
by the facts of natural research. 

We would insist upon this point as one of vital impor- 
tance in the discussion of our present question. Every 
student of philosophy, and of the laws of scientific discov- 
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eries, knows that a vital portion of the process of discovery 
consists in the a priori application of the idea which is 
appropriate to the facts under investigation. The mind 
does not work mechanically, even in observing the rigor- 
ous rules of induction. With Columbus the causal step 
was taken, in his prophetic and firmly held conception of 
the roundness of the globe. The failures of Aristotle, and 
the fundamental error of all Greek physical speculatioui 
consisted not solely, we cannot say chiefly^ in a false scien- 
tific method, in a lack of sufficient observation and patient 
classification, but rather in the reference of facts to inap* 
propriate ideas. In mechanical science the fundamental 
idea upon which all discoveries rest is the conception of 
Force as the Cause of motion ; but Aristotle, in attempting 
the solution of mechanical problems, refers to Geometrical 
instead of mechanical ideas. Hence his whole system is 
confused, and even his correct conclusions unscientific 
and accidental. Had Kepler disctinctly conceived the 
mechanical character of the problem to be resolved, he 
would, perhaps, have worn Newton's laurels as the first 
discoverer of universal gravitation. The great obstruction 
in the way of the further progress of the sciences of Biol- 
ogy is, as scientific men inform us, the confusion of 
ideas relative to the principle of life, and a lack of clear- 
ness in the conceptions of assimilation, secretion, and 
voluntary motion. The possibility of any theology de- 
pends on the despotic demands of the idea of Cause, 
which will not suffer the mind to rest till it has solved the 
question of creation. And any one can see that an essen- 
tial alteration, or a lack of clearness in the idea of skilly 
would disturb materially the domain, and alter the value, 
of Natural Theology. Seeing that every science is con- 
structed of intellectual and a priori elements, as well as of 
materials given by experience, a modern philosopher, Mr. 
Whewell, has proved at length, in his " Philosophy of the 
Inductive Sciences," that the advance of knowledge de- 
pends as much on the clear " explication of conceptions," 
as on the proper " coUegation of facts." 

And thus, on rigid principles of science, we see the aid 
which Christianity has extended to Natural Religion. It 
has furnished to it those pure conceptions which have 
thrown light on nature, while, in turn, they have been 
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strengthened by the evidence from nature. In no case 
can it be claimed that the evidence of science has gone 
one jot beyond the proper interpretation of Gospel theol- 
ogy. Strike out the doctrine of universal moral Provi- 
dence from the record of Christ's teachings, and, destitute 
of the prior unconscious aid of that conception, modem 
research would find it hard to restore it The revelations 
of science, by showing us God's action to be seemingly 
omnipresent in outward nature, give to it the strong sup- 
port of analogy, and help us to conceive it in its simple 
beauty. But they go no farther ; and they go thus far by 
the aid of the idea of universal Providence, supplied in 
advance from the Bible itself. And even here, we may 
say that the essence of the argument was anticipated by 
Christ's figure of the lilies, and in his allusions to the 
esoteric theology of the sunshine and rain. 

At all points, in the developement of what is called Nat- 
ural Religion, the truths of Christianity have served as 
categories of our spiritual nature, which, by their positive 
influence, have assisted in the creation of Natural Reli- 
gion. As, in Intellectual philosophy, the ideas of cause 
and substance and relation are furnished from the mind 
as part of the structure of knowledge, so the doctrines of 
Providence and immortality and omnipresence have been 
furnished from the gospel as the cement of rational theol- 
ogy. They are the unconscious forms, the Divine die, 
impressed upon the facts offered by science, and imparting 
to them a significance which they might never have ac- 
quired. Thus we see the utter impossibility of following 
the two provinces into any parallel developements for the 
purpose of comparing their value and unfolding their rela- 
tions. The demand upon Natural Religion should be to 
furnish her positive and independent doctrines as to God, 
Providence and destiny ; when in reality, the conclusions 
of another system have been interwoven and used as aids 
in unfolding the testimony of her facts. The two systems, 
to-day are inextricably involved. And so long as we have 
no moral calculus through which we can reason mechan- 
ically, by signs, upon questions which baffle the analysis 
of simple thought, we cannot hope to answer the question 
of their relation with much precision. 

Of course, we must not forget that, so far as evidence 
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for the truth of the Gospel is concerned, this concurrent 
and corroborative testimony of science is of great impor- 
tance. It should be a matter of the deepest joy to every 
Christian believer. It furnishes a powerful weapon 
against scepticism, and valuable assistance to a failing 
faith. The significance of Revelation itself, doubtless, 
expands in proportion to our acquaintance with the mys- 
teries of the world. So that, other things being equal, the 
best Christian may be he who has drunk deepest at the 
fountain of wisdom, and who has seen the harmony be- 
tween God's works and word. Science, also, may be 
valuable to correct errors which had arisen from a mis- 
construction of Revelation. And, as we said before, if the 
results of science positively contradicted the statements of 
Revelation, it would be impossible to preserve our faith. 
All this does not effect our position. We are seeking to 
determine, not precisely the religious value of the discov- 
eries of science, nor what might have occurred had they 
been different, but how far they may claim to be the 
trophies of unaided reason. And so long as the truths of 
Natural Religion do coincide, so far as they go, with the 
truths of Christianity, it is improper, seeing the influence 
of Revelation in disclosing them, that they be attributed to 
the original creative power of the mind. 

Setting aside, then, the endeavor to determine the exact 
relations between Christianity and Natural Religion as 
hopeless, we would define the general relations thus : — 
that it is one office of Revelation to aid human rea- 
son, and to assist it to see for itself. It does not follow, 
because the Almighty communicates a set of truths by 
supernatural means, at a time when the world is waiting 
for a new impulse in its march, that it was His intention 
those truths should always remain above the capacity and 
beyond the reach of reason. It does not follow that 
reason, once quickened and assisted, may not think up to 
them, at least, so far as to see their natural harmony. 
Revelation we believe to be a benevolent condescension 
of the Deity to the weakness of the race. It is intended 
not only to relieve a present darkness of mind, but also, in 
that process, to infuse greater strength of mind for the 
future. It is spiritaal food to the famishing soul, appeas- 
ing want, and also strengthening the fibres for a greater 
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vigor. Thus many of the traths supernalurally revealed 
to the Jews are perfectly simple to us. I'o them, Christ's 
theory of spiritual worship, his doctrines that the Sabbath 
was made for man, and that all men are brethren, were 
new and startling. They were not only above their 
reason, but they shocked their reason. They were blas- 
phemous, for they contradicted the laws of Moses. To 
our cultivated minds they seem plain and natural: the 
influence of the truths has purified and refined our spiritu- 
al nature until, to a Christian of to-day, these propositions 
seem religious axioms, hardly demanding the support of 
any proof. One great office of a revelation, one law of its 
coming, seems answered and fulfilled, when the faculties^ 
which it has awakened, by their expanding growth, em- 
J>race its leading truths, and make them part of the consti- 
tution of Natural Theology. A constant accommodation of 
the teachings of the Deity to the demands and capacities 
of the race is one of the plainest lessons unfolded in the 
Scriptures. Revelation is for human assistance, as well 
as for human satisfaction. Men thought up to the Patri- 
archal dispensation ; it assisted the piety of the aged 
Patriarchs, but, as a whole, failed to satisfy the demands 
of reason and the necessities of a denser population ; and 
the Patriarchal dispensation melted into the dawning light 
of the Mosaic economy. Men thought vp to Judaism ; its 
spiritual nutriment became absorbed, until, in a leurge party, 
the advanced spiritualists of the Saviour's time, the Sime- 
ons end Annas of Israel, a want was created which Juda- 
ism, with its spiritual commentary, the Prophetic dispen- 
sation, could not satisfy; and although it had been given 
from God's own hand to Moses, Judaism was withdrawn 
with a signal manifestation of the sanction of the Deity. 
It was withdrawn, not in the sense of being overthrown, 
but by being fulfilled, carried up to a higher law. Chris- 
tianity we believe to be a final religious dispensation, not 
because it is a Revelation, but because it contains within 
itself an expansive power as a Revelation, able to quicken 
the capacities of the humblest mind, to satisfy the deepest 
spiritual desires which it calls forth, to aid the energies of 
the intellect, itself expanding with the discoveries of sci- 
ence, keeping ever in advance of the soul, and filling the 
loftiest mind with its ideal of excellence and its views of 
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God. Making allowance for the necessary difference in 
the nature of the case, we should say, that Kevelation has 
done for theology what Newton did for science, it has 
introduced and established principles which were, and 
perhaps would always have remained, above the capacity 
of the intellect, but which, once developed, may aid the 
mind, at last, to see and comprehend their reasonableness 
and force. Strike the Bible Irom the hearts of men, erase 
the memory of it forever from their minds, leave them the 
cultivation it has infused, and though on far less satisfac- 
tory evidence, many of the tenets of Christian theology 
would be reconstructed. The light which the Gospel has 
kindled in the mind would reveal a vast significance in 
nature and in man. 

Not comprehending this one office of Revelation as thQ 
educator of the Race, many in our time use the fact of the 
education as an argument against the necessity of supernat- 
ural aid from God. They cannot see its value, and deny the 
fact. But they stand in the unfortunate position of denying 
it, by virtue of the very assistance which from it they have 
insensibly received. To their enlarged capacity of mind the 
speech of nature is sufficient. Her language is articulate 
to them, and they can understand it. But their enlarged 
capacity of mind forgets to recognize the cause of its 
enlargement They inherit the power by which they see. 
It is an endowment of the very revelation whose value 
they decry. They transfer their own capacity of compre- 
hension back to the time when revelation was given, and 
imagine that men could easily have originated what they 
now so clearly comprehend. Because revelation has, few 
them, fulfilled a portion of its office, by aiding them to see 
the reasonableness and simplicity of all its doctrines, they 
talk of the intuitions of the soul, and wonder that men can 
be so credulous as to admii the former need of any revela- 
tion. By a too frequent ingratitude they forget, in their 
pride of power and place, the friend to whom they owe 
their elevation. While light is reflected back to them, in 
some one of its varied hues, from every object in the uni- 
verse, while the whole air is inundated by a general flood 
of brilliancy, they calmly turn to their less philosophic 
neighbors, and, brandishing their torches, themselves 
kindled from the bounty of a Divine Prometheus, ciy, 
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'^ foolish men, to think, that amidst this all embracing 
splendor, the radiance of our rush-lights, we need that 
distant sun ! " Is it not as if school boys, because with 
their limited facuhies and untrained thought, they can un- 
derstand something of the symmetry, and take in the vast 
proportions of the universe, should, therefore^ while they 
statid upon their shoulders, decry the value, and revile the 
useless labors of Newton and La Place ! 

Since our last article was written, we have met with 
such a calm and vigorous statement from the pen of Dr. 
Neander, of the truth which, in the last few pages, we 
have endeavored to present, that we cannot resist the 
temptation to transcribe it here. "Although Christianity 
can be understood only as something which is above na- 
ture and reason, something communicated to them from a 
higher source, yet it stands in necessary connection with the 
essence of these powers and with their mode of develope- 
ment ; otherwise, indeed, it could not be fitted to elevate 
them to any higher stage, otherwise, it would not operate on 
them at all. And accordingly, we see the evidence of this 
connection, whenever we observe how human nature and 
reason do, by virtue of their original capacity, actually 
strive, in their historical developement, towards this higher 
principle, which needs to be communicated to them in 
order to their own completion; and how, by the same 
capacity, they are made receptive of this principle, and 
conducted onward till they yield to it, and become moulded 
by its influence. It is simply because such a connection 
exists, because in all cases where, through the historic 
preparation, the soil has been rendered suitable for its 
reception, Christianity enters readily into all that is hu- 
man, striving to assimilate it to its own nature, and to 
interpenetrate it with its own power, that on a superficial 
view, it appears as if Christianity itself were only a pro- 
duct resulting from a combination of the different spiritual 
elements it had drawn together ; and the opinion has found 
advocates, that it could thibS be expJained." * 

We. return, then, to the idea that there is but one reli- 
gion, by whatever means its truths be attained. So far as 

1 Neander's History of the Christian Religion and Church : recent 
Boston edition ; page 2 of the Introduction. 

VOL. IV. 21 
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they are developed by the natural operation of the mind^ 
it is Natural Religion ; so far as they are supplied by a 
higher power in advance of the capacity of the soul, it is 
Revealed ; while so far as the elements of it are established 
or strengthened by physical and natural evidence, after the 
truths have been supernaturally communicated, it is the 
common product of Revelation and Reason, and cannot 
be considered to be exclusively either. 

From what has now been said, it will be seen that an 
exact determination of the extent of Natural Religion, 
compared with Christian theology, cannot be attained. 
We cannot know how far the mind of Christ, in its au- 
thorilative disclosures, merely anticipated the future power 
of speculative reason, and thus foreclosed the possibility 
of their original and natural developement. We cannot 
say in what degree the religious results of science have 
been produced by the influence of Christian conceptions, 
applied to and aiding the discoveries of the mind. What 
might have been, had Christianity been withheld, precisely 
what has been done because it was given, we are equally 
unable to unfold. Enough, however, can be seen, not 
only in the apparent influence which the Gospel has 
exerted on the world, but also in the effect and the for- 
tunes of former religious communications, to confirm the 
belief that it is one great ofl[ice of Christianity to quicken 
reason and assist its growth, to aid it in seeing for itself 
the natural grounds on which its doctrines rest. And thus 
it seems to be the mission of Christianity to efface the 
distinctive line which separates Natural Religion, as an 
independent system, from its own revelations. The Gos- 
pel is continually absorbing it into its own sphere. What 
is called Natural Religion, to-day, whether founded on 
scientific or moral research, on inquiries into the world of 
nature or the world of man, is but the demonstration, on 
other grounds, of Christian truths, the commentary and 
exposition of the spiritual aphorisms of the Saviour, 

We talk of the moral evidence afforded by the satisfac- 
tion which the Gospel gives to the - deepest wants of the 
soul. One of the strongest natural arguments for Chris- 
tianity is, that in proportion as we rise in spiritual excel- 
lence, and live in a higher sphere, a stronger sense ot 
certainty in regard to its foundation takes possession of 
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the heart. This is right. But we must remember also 
that the Gospel has created many of those wants ; it re- 
fines the spiritual capacities of the mind, and then satisfies 
them by its purity; it elevates us into the very sphere 
from which we derive! this influx and inspiration of spir- 
itual peace. Christianity is a "a well of water, springing 
up into everlasting life." And although it be true as an 
evidence, " If ye do his will ye shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God," it is the Revelation of the nature 
of the will which is the real condition of the promised 
proof. To the piety of Fenelon no doubts may come ; 
but it is Christian education which nourishes and refines 
that piety. The overflowing compassion, the boundless 
love of the gospel, may be satisfactory proof of its Divinity 
to the benevolent soul of Howard ; but Christian culture 
had much to do with preparing in his heart the capacity 
for that satisfaction. The mind of Newton, filled with the 
simplicity and grandeur of Creative Wisdom, may be sus- 
tained and strengthened greatly in its faith by the purity 
of the Christian ritual ; but it was partly owing to the 
prior and elevating eflects of that purity upon his religious 
nature, that he was enabled to see its harmony with the 
universe. And thus in the moral, as in the material 
world, Christianity has supplied the very means, which, 
in their operation, have returned so many proofs ; it has 
planted the seeds which have rewarded the sower with 
such an abundant harvest. 

It is a sign of hope for the permanence of the Gospel, 
that it sustains this relation to what is termed Natural 
Religion. For it is owing alone to the complete harmony 
between the statements of Revelation and the discovered 
testimony of Nature, that it becomes so difficult to analyze 
and separate them. Christianity furnishes the key by 
which to read the cipher of the world. The solution is 
fitted to all the difficulties of the enigma, else the elements 
would not yield so consistently to the interpretation. 
From the domain of Natural Religion is echoed back the 
voice of Revelation — an echo so distinct that it has been 
taken for an original tone. Were there a dissonance, not 
only should we hear it, but it would disturb the security 
of our firmly rooted faith. 

And it is not to be forgotten, besides, that this sympathy 
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between the doctrines of science and Christianity, although 
complete in many instances, does not at all lessen the 
value, and the continual need of the assurances of the 
Gospel. Let Christianity quicken the faculties and exalt 
the energies of our nature as it may, it cannot discharge 
itself completely into the reason of man. At every stage 
in the great Academy, the authority of the teacher is 
needed still. On many points, and those, too, of the 
deepest interest, it is, and must always be, our only avail- 
able instructer. Nature gives no definite proof that G;)d 
is the Father, and so far as mere science is concerned, it 
removes objections to, rather than furnishes arguments for, 
a future life. By the strong confirmation it lends to other 
points of Christian theology, it strengthens our confidence 
in the truth of these, and thus leads the mind so far on the 
way of analogy as to give foundation for a faith that, 
could more be known of nature, they might easily be dis- 
covered there. It prepares us, in a word, to listen with 
deeper reverence to the prayer of Jesus, and to hear with 
greater joy the language, " / am the resurrection and the 
life." 

And if, as the teacher of much of the Natural Religion 
we have, we discover the superiority of Chrisitanity to 
the whole scheme, we must also add, that the evidence 
which the Gospel brings removes it yet farther and higher. 
However we may legitimate the miraculous proof, when 
once heartily received, it gives us a repose different from 
the common results of moral probability. Let us feel that 
a truth is spoken from God, by his special sanction, and, 
although that sanction does not make the truth truer, it 
gives it greater intensity and force with our own minds. 
Men will not worship mathematics, and whatever reli- 
gious ideas stand entirely upon the skill and logic of the 
intellect, are so vitiated by an association with the weak- 
ness of our nature as to stand as a system of philosophy 
alone. So that, whether it be honorable or derogatory to 
men, it is a principle of our constitution, dispute about it 
as we may, that when we have satisfactorily established 
the fact, by reason, that an idea comes /row God, we have 
given it greater force than when, by simple demonstration, 
we end with the discovery that it is true. In some way 
the mystery of the Infinite hallows it, while science and 
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logic give to it only a clear, cold, icy lustre. This sanc- 
tion which lends such a religious authority to truths, which 
quickens and impels the conscience to fulfil the moral 
obligations which they imply, Natural Religion cannot be 
expected ever to acquire. The halo which encircles the 
head of Jesus will never radiate, in the imagination of the 
world, from the sharp outlines of a metaphysician's face. 
The force, too, which the life of Christ has exercised over 
men as a revelation of duty, and of the beauty of a Chris- 
tian life, must forever remain a distinct peculiarity of the 
Gospel. And thus, in many ways, the revelation in 
Christianity, from its peculiar nature and evidence, is 
placed above and beyond the reach of Natural Religion. 
Received in faith it is the key, published with authority, 
containing the answers to the problems of creation, duty 
and destiny. And though science and philosophy may 
go on, furnishing their demonstrations and their solutions 
on natural grounds, it cannot fail to give their answers 
additional weight, when we may look into the key, and 
find that they coincide with the the solutions offered there. 

T. s. K. 
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Anastasis : or the doctrine of the Resurrection of the Body, ration- 
ally and ScripturaJly considered. By George Bush : Prof, of Hebrew, 
New York City University. 

This work has now been before the public for some 
two years. Its general sentiments are not new. Its 
learned and able author, though in advance of most 
of his theological associates, has but developed truths, 
many of which are very common among the expounders 
of liberal and rational Christianity. With the exception 
of a few particulars, in which he has evidently labored to 
make his views more palatable to his Orthodox friends, 

21* 
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his work is executed in a very respectable manner. As a 
philological criticism, it is doubtless valuable. An an off- 
shoot from the old evangelical tree, indicating its vitality 
and possible growth, it is still more valuable. 

The two great leading points it establishes are, First : 
Men are to be invested hereafter with spiritual bodies, 
instead of the corporeal ones they now inhabit ; and, See^ 
ondly : The judgment of Christ began when he set up his 
kingdom, and was parallel with it. 

It should be observed, however, in relation to the first 
particular, that he makes some little distinction between 
what are termed the righteous and the wicked. The na- 
ture and effects of the resurrection upon the latter, he 
leaves litde clearer than a fog-bank. His views, here, are 
extremely misty. Contrasted with their clearness on other 
points, the impression can hardly be resisted, that he was 
either blinded, to some little extent, by the film of former 
errors ; or, what is worse, would conceal his fullest con- 
victions from fear of imparing his standing and influence. 
Prom his displays of moral courage, in other respects, I 
am inclined to the former opinion. It is difficult to rend, 
at one effort, all the ties that bind us to long-cherished 
opinions ; and he whose eyes are but just opened to the 
light, must be expected, for a time, to " see men as trees 
walking." 

Ever since the allusion to Prof. Bush's work, that ap- 
peared in the Quarterly for Jan. 1845, I have waited in 
the hope of seeing from the Editor, or some competent 
person, a more thorough review of it. I do not propose 
to attempt it myself, but have placed its title at the^ head 
of this paper, chiefly for the purpose of offering a few 
suggestions on the general subject of a resurrection from 
the dead, as Christianity, rationally interpreted, would 
seem to represent it. 

Perhaps there are few religious topics concerning which 
more crude notions are cherished in the popular mind, 
than concerning this. It is not often a matter of serious 
and labored investigation with the mass of men. A mere 
nominal assent to the general fact of a resurrection seems 
to content them. The common impression is, that it is a 
process which, in some way, effects some kind of change 
in its subjects : that as a consequence of it all men 'mil 
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live again after death, and exist either in a state of happi- 
ness or misery to all eternity: and with an admission, of 
this simple character, it would almost seem that all clear 
and definite ideas upon the subject, terminate with most 
people. Much, therefore, as I think it needs discussion, 
there are still several considerations that have made me 
hesitate in approaching it First: the New Testament 
gives us no minutely detailed account of the matter. 
With the best lights we can get from it, much is left to 
inference; something to conjecture. With a few grea^t 
leading facts it furnishes, we are thrown back upon the 
efforts of reason, and the teachings of science and philos- 
ophy. Any discussion of it, therefore, that goes beyond 
the naked facts revealed, must be somewhat speculative. 
I do not think, however, that this should deter any one 
from its investigation. Absolute knowledge cannot be 
affirmed^ of a finite mind, in reference to anything. All 
we term matter-of-fact is open to cavil. Belief, however 
well-founded, is but an estimate of probabilities. And if 
we cannot have that evidence upon a subject, which we 
think amounts to certainty, it is at best but a poor reason 
for rejecting the kind and degree that is attainable. I 
would much rather gratefully accept the light God has 
seen fit to give us, and wait reverently and patiently the 
hour that shall bring a more full and perfect revelation. 
Secondly : The treatment of the subject becomes some- 
what difficult, on account of its intimate connection with 
other topics, from which it cannot well be separated. Our 
views of it must be modified, more or less, by the peculiar 
opinions we may entertain in regard to other great cardi- 
nal features of moral and religious truth, with which it is 
interwoven. The immortality of the soul ; the nature and 
duration of rewards and punishments ; the philosophy of 
a future state ; and the analogy between that and the pres- 
ent ; — all bear directly upon it ; and our views of these, 
as of some other topics, must give a tone and complexion 
to our interpretation of the Christian doctrine of a resur- 
rection. While I shall endeavor, therefore, to embrace 
such particular features of these as are deemed essential 
to its true conception, I will also strive to avoid so wide a 
range as to lose either myself or my readers in the dim 
regions of uncertainty. 
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The end proposed in this brief inquiry is, the Raiiondle 
of the Christian resurrection. What is the nature, and 
what are the effects, of the process thus denominated ? 

The principal word used in setting forth this doctrine, 
by the writers of the New Testament, is anastasis ; which 
denotes, primarily, the action of standing or risinff up} 
Doubtless this is the literal import of the term ; and what- 
ever the resurrection of the dead may really consist in, its 
principal feature must correspond to this idea. It must 
be truly a rising up of something. But of what ? Is its 
principal feature the resuscitation of the dead animal 
body ? Or the revivification of the soul which has per- 
ished ? Or the transfer of one or both to an immortal 
state ? Or is it a process by which an imperfect soul, 
freed from the mortal body, at death, becomes invested 
with a spiritual body suited to its new sphere, and attains 
to complete moral perfection ; — the " perfect staiture of a 
man in Christ," its true and only destiny ? The latter is 
my own opinion ; but to malce it appear more truly, I will 
consider, briefly, the former questions. 

L Is the Resurrection physical ? 

In the popular view, or in the notion most current in 
the church, this is its principal element. The soul, it is 
supposed, being of itself undying, immortal, is not prop- 
erly the subject of an anastasis^ but the body only. The 
soul passes unchanged into the immortal state, and essen- 
tially remains so. The resurrection, therefore, chiefly 
consists in bringing together the parts of our decayed 
earthly bodies and reclothing the souls of men with essen- 
tially the same garments they wore while upon the earth. 
The only change which the soul experiences, by this 
whole process, is simply that of place aqd external condi- 
tion. No change is admitted to be wrought in its charac- 
ter. This is most strenuously insisted on. " He that is 
holy," they tell us, " will be holy still," and " he that is 
filthy, filthy still." Or, as it is sometimes expressed in 
Scripture, a little more apochryphal, " as the tree falls so it 
lies, and as death leaves us so judgment will find us ! "^ 
The physical is the chief element in this notion. It 
merely contemplates the rising up of the old mortal bodies 

1 Anastasis: Page 144. 
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from the grave, — the reinvesting of the souls of men with 
them, and, by the same strange and unexplored procesd, 
rendering them incorruptible and immortal, 

I cannot assent to this notion. I do not believe that it 
is true. It seems to me that no unprejudiced mind can 
believe it, after examining the clear argument of Prof. 
Bush. There are a very few passages that seem rather to 
convey this idea, but, when interpreted carefully, I am 
confident they do not : while there are others that, I think, 
expressly contradict it, and that never can be rationally 
explained in harmony with it. This view will also appear 
utterly inconsistent with certain facts, the reality of which 
no one probably will deny. 

I have intimated that there are a very few passages 
which might seem to favor this physical theory; such, for 
example, as the following : " This mortal must put on 
immortality," " this corruptible put on incorruption," ^ &c. 
It is asked, with some apparent degree of force, if the idea 
is not clearly conveyed here, that that which is made in- 
corruptible and immortal was not previously corruptible 
and mortal; and, therefore, to be afiirmed only of the 
body ? However plausible this question may seem, it is 
not unanswerable. A review of the preceding context 
will discover that the apostle was contrasting the present 
and the future state of men. He designates the two by 
these great leading characteristics : The one was mortal, 
the other immortal ; the one corruptible, the other incor- 
ruptible. His meaning evidently is, therefore, not that 
these mortal bodies shall be made immortal, or that souls 
are now mortal, and shall become immortal ; but that the 
race of beings, whose present state is designated by this 
prominent feature, — mortal, corruptible, — shall exist in a 
future state, which, in contradistinction to this, is also des- 
ignated by its principal feature, — ^immortal, incorruptible. 
The terms mortal, corruption, immortal, incorruption, sim- 
ply distinguish the present and the future state. Fuller 
proof of this, however, will appear in the sequel. Other 
passages of similar import might be noticed, which may 
be thought, perhaps, to indicate a physical resurrection, 
but my Umits are too brief to admit of their exposition, I 

«1 Cor. XV.- 54. 
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think that they are all susceptible of a rational interpreta- 
tion, without involving any such idea. 

There are also, as I have suggested, other passages 
which I cannot harmonize with this theory; some of 
which, indeed, appear plainly to contradict it. In this 
same fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians, — a chapter 
devoted more fully than any other in the Bible to minute 
instruction upon this great subject, — we find passages c(f 
this kind. Paul says " there is a natural body," by which, 
of course, reference is made to the one we now inhabit ; 
and he adds, " there is a spiritual body " ^ also. These 
cannot surely be the same. They are spoken of as dis- 
tinct, separate, unlike each other. The first is " that which 
is natural^^ * — that in which we here live and die. ''After' 
toard,^^ adds the apostle, " that which is spiritual" that in 
which we are to be raised, and in which we are to live 
hereafter. That these two bodies cannot be the same, is 
clearly seen in the figure by which the inspired writer 
illustrates the subject. He alludes to the grain which we 
sow ; and, as though he would combat this very notion, 
he affirms that the body which we sow is " not that body 
which shall be ; " that is, when the grain comes up. " But 
God giveth it a body (evidently another and a different 
body) as it hath pleased him." * " So also," he tells us, * 
" is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, 

it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body." I see not how to 
avoid the conclusion, here, that the writer intends to rep- 
resent these two bodies as having no affinity, or likeness, 
to each other ; indeed, that there is too radical a difiierence 
between them to admit of our supposing that the one is to 
be manufactured from the other. It seems hardly rational 
that a spiritual body, suited to the new and more glorious 
condition of the soul, should come from the gross mass of 
corruption which we deposite in the grave ; and if the fact 
be admitted to this extent, that the material particles which 
go to make up our present bodies, will be so far changed, 
purified, or etherialized, as to form the elements of the 
resurrection body, still it will not be in any proper sense 
the same body, any more than that of the grain in the har- 

3 1. Cor. XV. 44. 5 l.Cor. xv. 37, 8 et seq. 

* Verse 46. • Verse 42, et seq. 
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vest is the same as that which we sow. And the difficulty 
is increased by the declaration that " God giveth it a body 
as it hath pleased him ; " which hardly corresponds to the 
idea of a mere re-formation of the old one. 

In addition to these considerations, there are several 
facts which it seems impossible to harmonize with this 
physical theory. In the first place, scientific men assure 
us, that the particles of matter which compose these mor- 
tal bodies are constantly passing off, from the period of 
our childhood, and new particles, extracted from the nour- 
ishment we receive, taking their place. And this change 
is admitted to be going on with such rapidity, as to furnish 
us with bodies entirely new and different every seven 
years. So that, if a person lives to the age of three-score 
and ten years, he must have possessed at least ten differ- 
ent mortal bodies. Now we are not told which of the ten 
are to be raised, or used in the construction of the new 
spiritual body ; or whether it will require parts of each, or 
all of them. Indeed, it seems very questionable whether 
the whole will furnish suitable material for the composition 
of a truly spiritval body ; and in the absence of any direct 
testimony to this effect, is not readily admitted. 

Waiving this difficulty, however, suppose it be admitted 
that the body thrown off at the time of death is to be the 
subject of the resurrection ; a far greater difficulty, it would 
seem, is still before us. That body which is laid in the 
grave, or from which we are separated at death, mingles 
with the common earth. It becomes decomposed; and 
then goes to make up the forms of a great variety of veg- 
etable and animal being. If we go back a few thousand 
years, and select a single body that died then ; had we 
the power to trace the history of its component particles 
down to the present hour, we should doubtless find that 
the identical material which constituted that body, has, 
some of it at least, found its way into the composition of 
numberless other human bodies existing since, which, in 
their turn, have gone, and may go, to make up parts of as 
many more in present and future time. We go to some 
ancient battle-grounds, or vast cemeteries of the dead. 
What a rank and luxuriant vegetation sprang up from 
fields where the blood and bodies of so many thousands 
of human beings were decomposed ! Who can tell how 
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much of the essential elements of that haman flesh entered 
into the structure of these vegetable productions ? That 
vegetation, perhaps, was cropped by the larab, or fed to 
the ox and the cow ; and these animals were killed and 
eaten by men. The bodies of these men were finally laid 
in the earth, to go through another and perchance sim- 
ilar process ; so that the very same particles of matter, 
that once formed the stalwart limbs of the soldier upon 
those battle-tields, or the citizen of those cemeteries, aAer 

1>a5sing through thousands of other human bodies, have at 
ast come down to us. and, for ought we kno^ or can 
know to the contrary, are at this moment component parts 
of our own corporeal systems. How far this may be the 
case, God only can tell. We are authorized, fao^-ever, to 
aiiirm that such changes are. to some considerable extent, 
going on. and must continue to run parallel with the pres- 
ent order of things. The matter that made up a human 
body living and dying a thousand years ago, has not been 
laid away and preser\'ed in a distinct and separate mass to 
be used at some future period in the construction of a 
spiriiual and immortal body. This cannot be aflSrmed of 
even the old mummies, that were embalmed in the cata- 
combs of Egypt ; how much less of the millions irho have 
perished since : some by fire, some by the sword, and 
some killed and eaten by men." whose bodies in their time 
have decayed, mingled with their primeval elements, gone 
to make up still o:hor bodies, and passed ihroogfa so many 
chanires of organization and decomposition. 

W::h these facis beion? me. I confess that the vulgar 
nonon of a physical resiirreoiion seems utterly absurd and 
imix»>sible. 

//. Is th^ rffitrrfrtion rfvchicaJ f 

I use th:s word lo designate a process confined to the 
soi:*. i:sel!'- having: nevvss:in]y no:hing of a physical or . 
n:orAl ohArao:or abv^i:: i:. IVo somewhat similar views 
miv Se co:is:dert\l uni^er :hi? head- First : The soul is 
ei:her :::a:cr:ai. or the re<ii*.: o:' mareiiai organization, and 

• I hiTT soei>?'»>fT^:\ rec*T::*.T. «yr. t «x<ix exi wj i wd whether then 
*-E< t T-*r ETT re^i.-.TT :r. :l>f x.-^r-v^r:* .^r* (:».t^wai*wp». No one, it seeam 
t 7V, riT. ir-::v::3.M: :;. i^f^- rf«i.::r^ Caxh:: NVi".keV XftznxiTe of the 



1847.] The Resurrection. 257 

dies equally with the body. The resonrection, therefore, 
is, in its most essential featurei a re-crecLiion of the soul, 
endowing it with the gift of immortality. Secondly : The 
soul does not actually perish at death, but passes into a 
state of unconsciousness, or sleep ; and the resurrection is 
merely the re-awakening of it to active life and immortal 
vigor. 

Assuming either hypothesis, it will be perceived that the 
whole subject turns on a question in psychology. Let us 
look at the first of these for a moment. < 

Can the process of re-creating a soul that has literally 
perished be supposed to correspond to the true idea of an 
anastasis ? It would seem not A resurrection implies 
the rising up of something previously existing. It i» 
merely an elevating process, and can be affirmed of noth- 
ing which does not truly exist This hypothesis also 
effectually destroys identity. Indeed, it does not admit a 
future existence for usy but for a new race of beings. If 
all that constitutes me^ really dies, that is truly the end of 
me. Another creation may follow, to be sure, and the 
subject created may be called by mv name ; or it may 
bear as great a likeness to me as Almighty power and 
skill can produce : and after all, it is not myself. Ck>ntin- 
ued existence seems essential to identity, and to the possi- 
bility of a resurrection. 

It can hardly have escaped the attention of the most 
careless reader of the New Testament, that it speaks of a 
future state for us^ for the same identical beings that exist 
here. ^ We know that if our earthly house oi this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we have a bunding of God," ® &c* 
^^ For in this we groan, earnestlv desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is uoia heaven.'^ Here the 
bodies we now inhabit are compared to a house we live 
in. In the future state, we are to inhabit a new house or 
body \ but surely the tenant in both cases is the same 
being. Our present bodies, are likened also, to the clothes 
we wear. This illustration seems very inappropriate, not 
to say untrue, if we do not admit a continuity oi existenoe 
between the present and future state. Neither of these 

8 2 Ck>r. v. 1, et seq. 
VOL. IV. 22 
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figures bears the least analogy to the fact, if the resurrection 
is a re-creation of the souls of men. 

How is it with the second hypothesis ? Does the mere 
awakening of the soul, which we may suppose to have 
passed into a state of unconsciousness, or sleep, at death, 
constitute the chief feature of the resurrection ? I cannot 
think so. There is nothing in such a phenomenon that 
seems to correspond to the essential idea of an anaslasis. 
There is no rising" vp implied, any more than may be 
affirmed of the act of awaking in the morning frorai the 
repose of the night. Indeed the process, in both cases, is 
very similar, so far as the soul is concerned. So that even 
admitting the unconscious sleep of the soul, for an indefi- 
nite period, the true idea of a resurrection must embrace 
something more than the mere act of its wakening. It 
must be a higher and more important process than this* 
Even the additional consideration of its investment with a 
spiritual body would hardly seem to approximate its full 
reality. The soul must be raised, elevated, brought up to 
an essentially higher position, in order to realize a true 
anastasis. The simple act of wakening the soul, there- 
fore, and clothing it with its new vestments, though it 
might be admitted to form a part, cannot constitute the 
chief, or most prominent feature of this great process. 

It should be remarked here, however, that though I 
have, for the sake of the argument, admitted in part the 
truth of this hypothesis, I cannot say that I believe it 
There are several passages of Scripture which I cannot 
harmonize with the idea of the soul's unconscious sleep 
after death. To my apprehension they clearly imply an 
active, sentient existence, to follow speedily the decay of 
this earthly body. Could Paul have contemplated any 
thing essentially different from this when he expressed a 
" desire to depart and be with Christ ; which is far better," 
than " to abide in the flesh " ? ® When he spoke of putting 
off this body with which he was here clothed, "not for 
that we (he) would be unclothed, but be clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up for life,"^® did he really 
believe that he was to remain for a long period uncon- 
scious and " unclothed " during this change of garments ? 

9 PhiL L 23, 4. lo 2 Cor. v. 2. et seq. 



1847.] The Beswrrection. 2S9 

Or when he expressed his willingness " rather to be absent 
from the (mortal) body and to be present loith the Lord," 
did he suppose that a long sleep of the soul must- inter- 
vene ? Was it not clearly his impression that the present 
was to be followed immediately by an active state of 
being? Again: How could Christ have exhibited the 
living persons of Moses and Elias at his transfiguration, 
if they had been doomed to an unconscious sleep till a 
future and general resurrection ? Indeed, when he called 
his Heavenly Father the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, did he not expressly afGrm that " all live unto him" ? 
If, then, the soul does not sleep, it needs no wakening; and 
this, therefore, can form no part of the true resurrection. 

III. Is the resurrection a process which merely changes 
the souVs external condition^ leaving its moral character 
essentially the same ? 

Take the soul just as it may be at the hour of death ; 
transport it into the eternal world ; place it in a state of 
incorruption and immortality ; invest it with a spiritual 
body adapted to its new mode of existence ; surround it 
with all the means of progress and improvement, and still 
leave the moral character of that soul unchanged in every 
essential particular ; will all this correspond fully to the 
principal idea conveyed by that term ? Such seems to be 
the impression of quite a large class of liberal Christians. 
This life, they assure us, is a state of probation. At death 
the soul passes into the eternal world, and is there brought 
to judgment for the deeds it has done here. It is then 
surrounded with new circumstances; new sources of 
knowledge, truth, and virtue, are opened to it; and it lives 
on in that condition of happiness or misery which its obe- 
dience or disobedience has formed, and continues to form, 
for itself. 

These general opinions are, doubdess, more or less 
modified, as they exist in different minds ; but in what- 
ever form they may be held, the resurrection is thought to 
consist chiefly in the transition of the soul from the pres- 
ent, or the state in which the death of the body leaves it, 
to a future and immortal existence, and the investing of it 
with the circumstances of spiritual being. Its external 
condition will in this manner be much improved, while its 
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moral character remains wholly unaffected, so far as this 
mere process is concerned. This view I have somewhere 
seen illustrated by the following figure. Man, in the pres- 
ent life, is, in many important respects, like the child in a 
primary school. He learns here the rudiments of knowl- 
edge; obtains some of the elementary principles of his 
ffreat lesson. When this is done, like the child, he is taken 
&om his primary school, and placed in a higher institution. 
The moral character of the child, however, undergoes no 
change by this transition. It enters the higher school the 
same child in this respect that it was when it left the primal 
institution. And though it is now surrounded by improved 
circumstances : that is, furnished with new means of pro- 
gress and developement, under the operation of which it 
may ultimately become nobler, better, and happier ; yet the 
mere transfer of itself effects no part of this change. 
Thus it is, we are told, with all men. A future state, like 
a higher school, will surround men with new and better 
facilities for advancement, and give occasion to greater 
progress. This advancement and moral elevation, how- 
ever, forms no part of the work of the resurrection. The 
resurrection is a process which merely prepares the way for 
it, makes it possible. It leaves the spirit and character of 
the soul in the same state, morally, that it finds them. 

I cannot think that this opinion corresponds fully to the 
true idea of anastasis. It is open to the same objections 
that were urged against a former hypothesis. Restricting 
the resurrection to this narrow process, seems utterly sub- 
versive of its principal idea. In no proper sense can it be 
termed a rising vp. The child is no higher the moment it 
enters the high school, than it was the moment it left the 
primary school. The soul, it would seem, is no higher in 
reality, the moment it enters upon its immortal condition, 
than the moment it left this world and its mortal body. 
All this but makes a higher attainment possible ; and I 
cannot therefore allow that this mere transfer of the soul 
from one world to the other — a transfer which does not 
devate its character in the least degree, but merely endows 
it with the means of rising, is all that is embraced in the 
true meaning of anastasis. This transition may, as it 
doubtless will, form a small part of that great process, but 
it cannot be all of it, or even its most prominent feature. 
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IV. Is the resurrection moral! 

I have already suggested it as my opinion, that this forms 
in reality its great leading characteristic. I will sketch 
a brief outline of the views I entertain in regard to it, 
and close this article with such proofs, drawn from . 
Scripture and reason, as I have time and space to offer in 
its support 

It appears that God, in his universe, would have, not 
only creatures, but children. He would be not only a 
Creator, but a Father. (Consequently, the race of men 
was designed ; having not only intellectual powers, but a 
moral nature, constituting their great distinguishing feature, 
their crowning excellence, and their likeness to him. This 
peculiar constitution was evidently intended so that they 
might ultimately attain a truly higher and better destiny 
than could possibly have been realized without it. To 
have formed them essentially otherwise ; to have placed 
them beyond the reach of sin, or ability to do evil, would 
of course allow them no moral nature or character ; and 
thus have deprived them of what is to constitute their 
highest glory. In this case, they might have lived, to be 
sure, in light and beauty forever, like the stars that burn 
with a borrowed fire ; and doubtless they might have been 
conscious and comparatively happy in such a state. But 
the fact justifies us in saying that God foresaw the present 
order of things as preferable ; and therefore made them 
with a moral nature, with power to do good, and of neces- 
sity exposed to do evil, which has resulted in the mixed 
character which we all sustain ; in the moral imperfection, 
more or less, in which all live and die. In this, however, 
does not rest God's ultimate purpose. He would have 
them perfect. In moral perfection only can they realize 
their true destiny. But this was impossible, otherwise than 
through their own active agency. Purity, holiness, and 
moral elevation are not something that can be made for us, 
as a tailor would fit us with a garment, but strictly personal 
qualities, possible only to moral agents. He, who made 
the moral nature of man, could doubtless destroy this 
nature, if he pleased. He might have taken his children, 
on the first introduction of sin amonj^ them, and by a mi- 
raculous exertion of his power, transformed them to a state 
of purity as stainless as characterizea the inhabitants of 

22* 
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heaven. There were the same reasons, however, opposed 
to this course of procedure, that induced him to adopt the 
present order of things in the beginning. It would have 
argued an oversight in his own calculations. To destroy a 
nature which he had seen fit to create, would imply an 
imperfect design. To change moral beings by such an 
exertion of power as we have supposed, would sink them 
to the condition of mere passive objects without will, or 
possibility of desert ; indeed, to mere pieces of mechanism, 
curiously wrought perhaps, but utterly without the pale of 
moral existence. Considering the nature he bad formed, 
he could not consistently do this. Were he to control 
mere inanimate senseless matter; were he to move a world 
in its orbit, or a comet on its path ; such a mode of opera- 
tion would be deemed appropriate. But to have a moral 
being like man, raised to a condition of holiness, purity, 
and love, demanded means essentially different in their 
nature and operations. They must be such as were ap- 
propriate to the human constitution. Man himself was to 
be an active agent, co-operative in this work. Endowed 
with means and capabilities divinely given, he was called 
to work out under God's blessing, his own moral deliver- 
ance. But he was weak, and fraU, and ignorant Grod sent 
him from time to time, such aid as he saw fit. Patriarchs, 
and prophets, and wise men were raised up to instruct and 
assist him. And in " the fulness of times " Christ came ; 
surrounded him with new and better influences, cast new 
light upon his mind, and held up before his eyes a new and 
gk>riou8 example. 

Let it be particularly observed here, that during this 
whole period of the Divine economy, previous to the 
establishment of Christ's administration, no attempt had 
been made by divine power^to do maris work for him^ but 
simply to induce him to do it for himself And the 
same principle was adopted by Christ, when the work of 
moral control was assigned to him. His government has 
now been in visible operation for nearly two thousand 
years. During this whole time, so far as we have any 
information, no exertion of power has been made by him 
to change miraculously the moral character of men, or to 
create for them, wholly without their co-operation, a higher 
moral condition internally. A great variety of means and 
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influences, however, have been put in operation enabling 
them to attain this condition by their own voluntary activity. 

This work is said to be God's and Christ's, evidently in 
a sense similar to that in which a business would be csdled 
mine, though carried on by agents that performed the labor, 
with means and facilities which I had furnished for that 
purpose. I do not profess to give the rationale of this 
matter ; perhaps I do not even understand it It is suffi- 
cient for my present purpose however, to state what are 
evidently the facts in the case, leaving their philosophy to 
abler hands than my own. 

Briefly, then, in the order of things I have sketched, men 
live out their days, and leave the world in a greater or less 
degree of moral imperfection. The period of their pri- 
mary instruction and discipline is now past God transfers 
them to a higher school, because his purposes are not yet 
accomplished, Christ's mission is not yet ended. The pe- 
riod of his government is not over at death ; for the objects 
of that government have not then been realized. The 
gracious plans of bis and our heavenly Father must be fully 
carried out; and these contemplate nothing less that the 
voluntary subjection of all souls to Him ; their attainment 
of his spiritual likeness of purity and love ; or, as the 
Scriptures express it, their coming to " the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ" ^^ Hence a moral anas* 
tasis after death becomes necessary; a rising up of the 
soul to the glory of its true destiny. The principal feature 
of this process is purely moral. Men are to become by it, 
" children of God," that is, in their character, "being chil- 
dren of the resurrection." ^ It will be physical only in this 
sense, viz : God will give the soul, after death, a new body 
adapted to a spiritual existence, according to the testimony 
of Paul already referred to. This old mortal body, having 
accomplished its purpose, will be left to mingle with its 
primeval elements, and go to make up other forms of veg- 
etable and animal life. The soul, freed from it, and 
invested with its new tenement, which the apostle terms 
its " house of God, not made with hands, eternal and in 
the heavens," will continue, as at present, under the admin- 
istration of Jesus Christ There, as we trust, it will be 
subject to higher and holier influences than surrounded it 

n Eph. iv. la 19 Luke zz. 36. 
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here. Its temptations and trials may be also far less. 
New light and knowledge will be communicated by the 
Saviour, and under his guidance, instruction and disci- 
pline, it will finally attain to its true greatness ; its moral 
glory and grandeur will be fully realized ; his mission with 
it as Redeemer and Saviour, having attained its object, 
will terminate ; his government over it will be resigned to 
the Father, and Qod to that soul will be all in all. 

This entire process, to which every soul of man in the 
universe must be subject, which completes and winds up 
the mediatorial work of Jesus ; a process extending over 
an indefinite period of time ; which takes each and every 
soul at death and raises them to moral perfection and glory ; 
this is the true cmastasis of the gospel. 

•Such is a brief outline of my own views on this impor- 
tant subject It is a theory, to be sure, not wholly without 
its difficulties ; but I find these less troublesome than those 
connected with other theories ; and I must add, that to my 
mind the proofs of its essential truth are most clear and con- 
vincing. Some of these I propose now to suggest 

In the first place, it seems to me that, in the absence of 
all direct testimony, from the Scriptures, to the contrary, a 
fair presentation of the subject in this form would go far 
toward winning the assent of the reason where it was un- 
influenced by prejudice. Be this as it may, I have other 
evidence of its reality to offer which I think is deserving of 
candid consideration. The language of Christ in reply to 
the Sadducean cavil, and the clear declarations of Paul to 
the Corinthians, appear to me like very direct and conclu- 
sive evidence in favor of the position I have taken. In 
regard to the first mentioned, it appears that the Sadducees 
did not ask Christ respecting the reality of the resurrection. 
Their question was founded on its admission. They did 
not ask if the woman and her several husbands were all to 
be raised from the dead. This fact was conceded by the 
form of their query. But " whose wife shall she be of the 
seven ?" ^^ that is : what will be the relation of these per- 
sons, in the resurrection state ? Jesus told them, in reply, 
that these domestic relations would not exist there ; in that 
world " they neither marry nor are given in marriage^ but 
are as the angels of God in heaven." And the parallel 

i3MattzxiL2a 
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passage in Luke seems to intimate that they were to attain 
this exalted moral and spiritual condition, by or through 
the resurrection : " are the children of God, beinff the chil- 
dren of the resurrection." ^* No doubt can exist as to the 
meaning of the phrase, " children of God," as used in the 
New Testament It denotes moral likeness ; and this is 
the process by which it is to be attained. It is the result 
of that moral elevation or rising up, denominated anastasis. 
This, I say, seems to be fully implied here. 

The language of Paul to the Corinthians also appears 
strongly to favor this opinion. Speaking of the great body 
of mankind, he mentions the leading features of their con- 
dition in the present and future state. All men, in the 
former, are represented as " in corruption," " in dishonor," 
"in weakness," "in a natural body" and dying "in 
Adam." ^ Contrasted with this is their ultimate condition 
in the future state. There, they will be " in incorruption," 
" in glory," " in power," in " a spiritual body," and " made 
alive in Christ." The latter condition they are to attain 
through the anastasis. This is a process by which they 
are to come into the likeness of Christ, where, as Jesus 
said " they are children of God." When all souls shall 
have passed into the eternal world, and there, under the 
supervision and government of the Redeemer, become 
perfected in his spirit, and conformed to his moral likeness, 
then all will be raised in incorruption and glory ; all will 
be " made alive in Christ." 

Collateral proof of this view may also be found in the 
fact, that Christ speaks of the moral change, following the 
earnest reception of his gospel, by his followers, in this 
world, as a resurrection. " The hour is coming and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live."^* Why should he apply this 
term to a process so purely moral, if the literal resurrection 
which the word is used chiefly to describe, bore not, in 
some important features, an analogy to it ? 

Leaving, however, the entire class of passages in which 
the scriptures allude to this subject, let us glance at a 
branch of the evidence, less direct, perhaps, but possibly 
more convincing and conclusive. The kind of proof I am 

14 Luke XX. 36. i* 1 Cor. xv. 42. et seq. 18 John v. 25. 
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about to offer may be explained by the following simili- 
tudes. If the fact were affirmed that a being was created} 
another fact would be inferred from it necessarily : viz : a 
Creator. The proof of the former must be equally proof 
of the latter. If the Bible should state, in clear and unam- 
biguous terms, that at some future time I should find 
myself an inhabitant of the sun, or moon, or one of the 
planets ; the fact of my passing thither from this earth, 
my present residence, would be a necessary inference. If 
the former fact was proved, the latter must follow as a mat- 
ter of course. It is evidence of precisely this character 
that I would now submit in confirmation of my views of 
the resurrection. 

No fact is stated in more unequivocal language in the 
New Testament, than is used in affirming these : — Christ 
has set up a kingdom among men ; this kingdom is to 
embrace ultimately all mankind, " for he must reign," 'till 
" all things shall be subdued unto him " " then, " when he 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father;" "God will be all in all." He is repeatedly 
affirmed to be " the Saviour of the world ;"^® and this 
salvation no rational believer doubts to consist in a deliver- 
ance from sin ;^^ a turning of every one away from his 
iniquities ;^ a bringing of all to a knowledge of the truth ^^; 
and, in short, enabling them to attain to Christ's image of 
holiness and love.^^ It is a well established fact that all 
men must attain to this exalted condition. God's plan in 
the beginning contemplated this. Christ's mission aimed 
to effect it. And that it will be fully realized ultimately, 
no Universalist pretends to deny. 

Let me ask then, particularly all such, respectfully but 
earnestly, Is this work performed, for all men, in this life ? 
I go further, and press the question, whether it is performed 
even in the case of any single individual ? Is there any 
person who, at the hour of death, so far as we can discover, 
possesses all the purity and perfection of the angels in 
heaven ? Is there one, that in any proper sense, Christ 
fuUy saves in this world ? I should not dare to say it I 

17 1 Cor. XV. 26-8, also 24, vs. ^ John iv. 42. 1 John iv. xiv. 

19 Matt. i. 21. 30 Acts iu. 26. 

81 1 Tim. ii. 4. » i Cor. xv. 22. et, seq. 
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think no one will. What then, is the necessary inference ? 
If this process is not perfected here, in reference to the best 
of men, much less in regard to all, and if Christ has 
affirmed that it should be done : that he " will draw all 
men unto himself," ^ if he were " lifted up from the earth f' 
are we not driven from necessity to infer such an anastasis 
as I have supposed ? The proof of the former, it would 
seem, should be regarded as sufficient proof of the latter. 
K the latter be not real, the former cannot be true. If 
God has promised to " gather together in one, all things in 
Christ ; " ^^ to bring all men, under the administration of 
Jesus, into a strictly saved state ; a state of holiness and 
love ; what other proof is necessary to show, in case it is 
not done here, that it must be done hereafter ? Without 
this moral anastasis I have supposed after death, I see not 
how it is within the reach of possibility that the Divine prom- 
ises should be fulfilled, how God's purposes in regard to 
the salvation of men are to be accomplished, or how it can 
be said, with any truth, as it is said, and as we all believe, 
that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world. If I admit 
these plain facts of the Divine testimony, I must claim 
them as clear proofs of a moral resurrection in the world 
to come. 

The anastasis of the gospel, then, is a great moral work, 
with each and every soul after it has left the immortal 
body. It is that great process, carried on by human and 
Divine agency conjointly, by which every soul, commenc- 
ing at death, in a state of moral imperfection, rises to the 
elevation of Christ's spiritual likeness, and attains the dig- 
nity, grandeur, and glory of its true destiny. 

One query in particular naturally intrudes itself here. 
Admitting that all this vast moral revolution is embraced 
in the true idea of a resurrection, still it may be asked if 
we must suppose necessarily that it covers so great a 
space of time. Is an indefinite but long period really 
essential to such a change ? Does it not occur with all 
men in a moment at the death of the body ? Or, will it 
not, at some future time, be instantaneous to all ? 

No, I think not I have already suggested the princi- 
pal reasons. God, by a miraculous exercise of his power, 

» John xiL 33. m Eph. L 10. 



268 The Reswrectian. [July, 

in which men would be mere passive agents, might have 
created them in the beginning, in that high condition, and 
made it impossible for them to sin. 

It seems, however, that he judged a moral existence 
preferable for them. Or, instead of adopting the great prin- 
ciples which have characterized his economy with man 
here, — instead of treating them as moral beings, sending 
prophets, Christ and his apostles, to teach, guide, and aid 
them on to perfection, he might have changed them instan- 
taneously by the mere word of his power. But the facts 
of the case show that he did not attempt the former, and 
could not consistently attempt the latter. The mode of his 
moral government throughout, both before the christian 
dispensation, and under the administration of Christ, shows 
that he has ever adapted himself to the strictly moral exist- 
ence of his creatures ; and I cannot believe, upon slight 
evidence, that he will change essentially this mode of oper- 
ation. I cannot think that in this world he would treat us 
with such scrupulous care as moral agents, and at the 
moment of death, use us as the potter does the clay; as 
mere inanimate substances, moulding us into a likeness of 
purity without our agency or co-operation. Indeed, if that 
glorious state of the soul, which we suppose must consti- 
tnte the chief element of heaven for us, that high state of 
perfect purity and love, which is in itself our true destiny ; 
— if this is to be wrought out for uf, and in no important 
sense by us ; if it is a work which Grod or Christ performs, 
and in which we have no hand at all ; if we are all to be 
taken at death, as mere pieces of mechanism, and wrought 
into a new form and character, without our own active 
agency, then the chief element of our moral nature is 
destroyed ; we are no longer strictly moral beings ; and I 
see not why we should have ever been made or treated as 
such. The whole moral purpose of the present life seems 
to be thus cut off; our trials and temptations, our efforts 
and attainments, our struggles and sorrows ; nay more, the 
whole of the dealings of God with us, in this world, seem 
to amount to nothing ; and our present life, on this hypoth- 
esis, would stand related to our whole existence as the 
introduction to a celebrated play of Shakspeare's ; a 
mere farce got up at its opening, but with the great 
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body of which it had no possible connection of any impor- 
tance.^ 

In conclusion, it may still be asked, whether the scrips 
tares do not speak of the resurrection as an insLarUaneaas 
work^ to be effected solely by the power of God ? If they 
do convey this idea, when properly interpreted, then the 
general theory I have advanced must be given up. The 
revealed word, if clearly understood, must of course be 
final authority in the case. I know of no passage, how- 
ever, of this kind. I have already shown that many 
scriptures seem necessarily to imply the moral process I 
have maintained ; and I do not think these would force us 
to adopt a sentiment that other passages especially contra- 
dict. I can call to mind but one even, having an immediate 
bearing upon this point, that would seem to need an 
explanation. It occurs in 1. Cor. xv. 52. " We shall all 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the 
last trump," &c I have no hesitation in admitting thai 
these words do appear, at first sight, contradictory to th^ 
theory I have suggested ; still I think it is possible, nay^ 
even probable that their true import has been mistaken. 
The apostle, in this chapter, had evidently in contempla- 
tion the period of the final winding up of the present ordlsr 
of things. Many would be living at that time on the earth. 
What could be done with them ? " Flesh and blood cart- 
not inherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth comiptioii 
inherit incorruption." " Would they also die like those 
who have gone before them? How would they become 
divested of flesh and^blood ? " " This problem the writer 
now proceeds to solve. As he had just intimated the im^ 
possibility of entering on the future life with the present 
body, he here advances to the explanation of a mystery, 
that is, the disclosure of a secret, the purport of which was, 
that those who should be alive at that day would undergo 

85 If the reader will turn to the first article in the Quarterly, for Aprfl, 
1847, he will find several points I hive sagfgested here, treated in a most 
profound and lucid manner. The propriety and necessity of analogical 
reasoning, on topics of this kind, is most convincingly argued; and 
especially is it shovirn with a discrimination and force seldom equalled, 
that no change of the moral and spiritual character of man, can possibly 
be anticipated, that is not gradual in its progreas and the result of our 
own, no less than the divine agency. 

23 VOL. lY. 
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a change that should fit them, as well as the dead, for enter- 
ing into the kingdom of (Jod." " We shall not all sleep 
( 1. e. die,) but we shall be changed ( i. e. all who arc then 
living) in a monnent." "This he calls * the showing of a 
mystery; ' by which is meant simply, according to script- 
ural usage, the explanation of an Old Testament type, 
symbol, or emblem. 'I'he allusion is probably to the trans- 
lation of Enoch and Elijah, which the apostle would 
represent as a mysliad foreshadowing of the fact of a sim- 
ilar change to he wrought on a large scale on those who 
should stiU be living"* at the final winding up of all earthly 
affairs. 'J*his momenlnrt/ change then, that was to he as 
sudden as " the twinkling of an eye," was by no means 
the anastasiSy but merely the fitting of those then alive f«r 
this process by a change equivalent to death. Then mortal 
existence would be finished. All souls alike would have 
passed from the earth, and the great moral process of 
raiding them would follow in accordance with our forego- 
ing representations. 'I'his interpetation, to my mind, seems 
more rational than any other. It appears to harmonize far 
better with the general tenor of the New Testament upon 
this subject, and is consonant with the teachings of sound 
philosophy. 

] have not the vanity to suppose that my views upon 
this topic arc perfect Doubtless, like all others, they are 
liable to objections. I trust, however, that no one will reject 
them merely because they are not generally received. They 
are not necessarily untrue on this account, though it should 
subject them to a fair and full examination. I have de- 
signed to be modest in their assertions, for 1 have so often 
had notions that I thought were firmly established, swept 
away in the light of further investigation that I begin to 
consider dogmatism as rather premature. 

Little more than one thing seems certain, and that is, we 
are, here, enveloped in a world of mystery, and can do no 
better perhaps, than gratefully to accept what little light we 
can gather, and wait patiently the promised period when 
we shall see as we are seen, and know as we are known. 

M. B. 

» AnastBsis, Page 189, ICO. 
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Tlie Elements and Results of the Social Revolution now 

in progress tlirougk our world. 

That a new and better age is opening upon our world, 
is coming to be the belief of all thoughtful minds, of all 
who have carefully noted the signs of the times. We are 
slowly sweeping forth out of the shadows into the glory 
of a day brighter than has ever yet dawned upon the earth. 
Confessedly there is something nobler and more worthfol 
for our race in the future, than past or present have revealed 
unto us. The evils, physical, social, moral, political, which 
have so long darkened our life, and hedged in the path of 
progress, are not in the nature of things. Ignorance, want, 
suffering, selfishness, dissension and conflict are not the 
hard necessities of our being. There i& something above 
and beyond these, yet in store, for us. 

If the prophecies of divine men ; if the teachings of re- 
li^on; if the instincts of our nature, and the moments 
oi half-inspiration which come to us all, when we seem to 
catch faint glimpses of a far off splendor — if these do not 
all deceive us, there is surely before us an era of light and 
love, such as the poet saw and sung when 

"Love took up the glass of Time, 

And turned it in his glowingf hands, 
And ev'ry moment, lightly shiken, 

Ran itself in golden sands." 

when 

** Love took up'; he harp of Life, 
And smote on all its chords with might; 

Smote the chord of self, that, trembling, , 
Passed in music out of sight" 

As I have said, the world seems conscious of this 
approaching era. All men feel that orte of tha^^e great 
changes is opening upon us, whose results are wrought out 
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in a gradual reconstruction of the social world, and ihe 
establi^hmoiit of a new order of things, a new order of 
thoughts and principles, and individual and general aims. 
Such a change has already begun ; and slowly passing 
over the face of the earth, it is destined to restore it again 
to its primeval beauty. It is destined to do more for our 
race than the wildest dreams of the enthusiast have ever 
promised. It is my purpose to ask attention to a brief in- 
vestigation of the elements and results of this social 
revolution, now so manifestly in progress, and every day 
gathering greater and greater strength and importance. 

1. T/te first eienifnt in this re <f;ene ruling movement^ is 
the quantity and quality of Thovfilit in the wctrld. 

There never has been a period in the history of mankind 
which has presented a more general mental activity than 
the present ; never a time when there was so much think* 
ing, and thinking of the right kind. Hitherto the means, 
and almost the right of thought, have been denied the 
masses. Johnson says of the men of little more than a 
century ago, that such as did not profess learning, " were 
not ashamed of ignorance ; and in the female world, any 
acquaintance with books was only distinguished to be cen- 
sured." And a recent writer says, that " books, pictures, 
and statues, were prohibited, as calculated to mislead the 
multitude, and withdraw them from their prescribed prov- 
ince — so full of alarm were the privileged classes at the 
mere idea of educating the poor." And were it not so, 
the millions, who have always been at close struggle with 
hunger and cold and nakedness, could have had no time 
for thought of any thing beyond the narrow circle of their 
own physical wants. Of necessity, therefore, the masses 
have had no time, no means of thought. From age to age 
they have gone to their unloved tasks, silent and dogged ; 
and at nightfall, have hurried, weary as an overworked 
beast, totheir straw pallets, and gotten such rest as might 
come to them. 

But the last half century has brought about a great 
change in this respect, and has prepared the way for a still 
greater one. 'J'he diffusion of education among the peo- 
ple ; the rapid increase of publications of all sorts, boioks, 
pamphlets, newspapers, reviews and tracts on every sub- 
ject, and at a price which throws them into the hands of 
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the multitudes who have until now hungered in vain for 
menial food; the immense increase of the facilities of 
intercommunication among men and nations; the mag- 
nificent steamers that have brought Europe and Asia, and 
Europe and America so close that we can ahnost stretch 
out our hands and grasp those of our brothers across the 
waters ; the railroad, the magnetic telegraph, the system of 
cheap postage — all these are like so many electric con- 
ductors of thought ; the nerves that convey impressions to 
the common brain, and life to the common heart. 

Everywhere, among the humblest and poorest, the leaven 
of thought is at work ; and light is entering in to guide 
and bless, to instruct and elevate. The people are begin- 
ning to interpret the oft repeated saying, that " Knowledge 
is l^ower;" and to see that only through its agency, can 
they hope to rise up to the destiny which is shadowed 
forth as their God-given heritage in the burning pages of 
inspiration. They have learned the value and the blessed- 
ness of it, and seen how even toil and suffering may be 
beautified through its ministries. 1'hey are beginning to 
feel the pulse of a new and higher life. The soul within 
them expands daily beneath the sunshine of a large ac- 
quaintance with (7od, with man and nature. They are 
beginning to understand more fully the relations existing 
between themselves and those who have controlled their des- 
tinies ; to see more clearly the great and momentous truth of 
human brotherhood, and equal rights; and that though 
" the world was made for Caesar, it was made for Titus 
too." They are beginning to believe that this is God's 
earth ; and that, some way or other, all his children, even 
the poorest and weakest, have a right to so much of its soil 
and water, and air, as shall sustain life under such circum- 
stances as to unfold and develope the attributes and facul- 
ties of the whole man, physical, religious, social, and 
intellectual. 

All this is getting to be understood now in the outset; 
and with a fearless courage, and a patience and persever- 
ance nothing can overcome, the people are investigating, 
studying and looking into the very heart of things. Noth- 
ing is taken on trust ; nothing is believed now because it 
has been believed. Nothing that is not just and right and 
needful, is tolerated because it may wear the hoary rime 
23* 



274 The Elements and RetuUs [Jaly* 

of age. Nothing now challenges the reverenc5e" of the 
present and ihe future, because it has been worshipped by 
the past. No logic, no metaphysics will get faith for them- 
selves, unless based in the plain common-sense, and stem 
fair-play principles which hereafter will surely bear rule. 
Every thing which claims toleration in the new order of 
things, will be subjected to the severest analysis ; and only 
what is useful and universal will have a place assigned it. 
Whatsoever is chaff will be scattered to the winds. 
Whatsoever is false, or unequal, or only a sham, will be 
set aside, or cast into the great deep of the past Govern- 
ments, laws, creeds, opinions, customs, all will be brought 
to the same test ; and as they answer to the test, will be 
rejected as useless ; or worked into the great social temple, 
whose cap-stone shall be brought forth amidst the rejoic- 
ings of all earth and heaven. 

Yes, nothing is more certain than that the millions are 
thinking, and thinking wisely and effectively. The 
thought that dwelt with a few, has now flowed down into 
the minds of a host which no man can number. The 
physical and moral and spiritual worlds, are opened into 
their depths with the keenest search ;' and evermore in all 
places, the inquiry is heard. Why? Wherefore? For 
what good are ye here ? Speedily give answer, or you 
cannot stay. The great gates of nature's sanctuary are 
thundered at continually for more and more of whatever 
is to be known. Governments are met with the bold 
question, " Who made you ? By whose right are you 
here ?" And law-makers are called upon in unmistakea- 
ble tones, for the reason and the right of the law, if they 
would have it live. 

So is it with the quantity and quality of thought in the 
present age, which is so important an element in the re- 
newing influence that is gradually moving upon the waters 
of society. Never so much thought before — never 
ihought of such quality ; thought on such things, and to 
such ends. And what cause for rejoicing, this universal 
activity of the mental world, directed to such mighty and 
beneficent purposes ! So sublime a revolution, wrought 
out by instruments of so high character, the world has 
never seen before. It is the great achievement of this age, 
that it has discovered and is slowly bringing into the life 
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of the nations and the people, the truth that mind is omnipo- 
tent, greater than all things else. It is is bginning to be seen 
in the opening of this new revolution, that he who has a 
single truth in his soul, is mightier than he who has an 
army at his back. Thought is more powerful than cannon 
shot ; and striking into tl^e battle fields of this era, will da 
more for the victory of the right and the just. And it iff 
because of this, that we have hope of it, and prophesy so 
confidently of its glorious issue, and of the Eden state, to 
which it will bring slowly, but certainly, all the tribes and 
kindreds of the earth. 

Blessed is that age, which, made wise by the experience 
of the past, relies on the power of truth and progress to 
work out all reforms ; to rectify all abuses and wrongs and 
bring all government and law and custom into harmony 
with the highest interests and the truest life of the people 
and the race. True, the age of violence is not yet gone 
over. The resort to brute force, to the bayonet and the 
torch, is not wholly abandoned ; but gradually the faith 
had in these is getting weaker, and recourse to them less 
frequent aud easy. The millions will not consent so read- 
ily now to be made the tops and balls for the games that 
kings and cabinets play, 'i'hey are asking wfti/ ? in a tone 
greatly significant of unbelief. And sometimes it comes 
out bluntly, "we won't! If there is wrong let us get it 
removed in a way better than that which buries it up under 
a greater wrong." Though we may, and shall, have wars, 
and tumults and manifold violences for a season; yet 
nothing is plainer than that the world is gradually moving 
beyond these, into an age when thought, and moral 
power, and love, will be believed in, and employed, as the 
only certain agents of reform; as the only means of heal- 
ing all social diseases, and restoring the body politic to 
vigorous and lasting health and strength. 

To this the nations are coming with reasonable dili- 
gence. All great changes come slowly, but already the 
bow of promise is forming on the clouds which darken 
the heavens. There must, therefore, be sunshine some- 
where. 

But, as hinted, this progress of thought, and its triumph 
over brute force, is seen not only in the political and social 
world, but also in the moral and religious. Space and 
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time will allow me to speak of the last only, and that 
briefly. Centuries ago, or less, it was deemed right and 
wise to establish the truth of a creed, or an opinion, by 
dungeons and racks, by the. ff^ggot and the flame. The 
world has gotten beyond that now, and has no respect for 
a faith which cannot make its way by the power of thought 
and argument And even the more refined persecution 
that takes the shape of excommunications, suspension of 
social intercourse, breaking of friendships, misrepresenta- 
tion of motives, opinions and character, even this is getting 
to be regarded as unworthy alike of the spirit of Christ- 
ianity and the age. Men and women, priest and people, 
creeds and churches, are coming now to be valued for 
what they are ; for the fruits they bring forth. Nothing is 
counted of any more worth for its antiquity, or for the num- 
ber, or the wisdom or goodness of those believing it. For 
whatsoever of real worth it has in itself — for this it is val- 
ued ; and for no more. 

There never was more thought in the religious world 
than there is now — never more fearless, and yet deeply se- 
rious thought Formerly the few inquired and speculated 
in matters of faith and doctrine, and these only so far as 
the church allowed. 'Yhe masses never investigated ; but 
believed implicitly and blindly whatever the church or the 
few taught them to believe. 

Not so now. The millions are beginning to ask ques- 
tions ; to think for themselves ; and to feel, every one of 
them, that religion is not a matter between them and the 
church or the priest at the altar, but a matter between God 
and their own souls. They are beginning to feel that they 
nave an individual life, and work, and responsibility ; and 
not much longer will any one believe a creed, or follow a 
sect because his fathers did; or because tradition sayS| 
This is the way. it is fast coming to this: Show me the 
reason of this, and the proof; and I will believe. Show 
me that it is of God, in harmony with the perfection of his 
character, with his infinite and everlasting goodness ; in 
harmony with the noblest attributes and holiest aspirations 
of human nature — show me this and I will accept it with 
a great joy and follow whithersoever it leads. But if you 
have no authority but the traditions of the fathers, or the 
dictum of the church so often wrong, I cannot accept it nor 
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obey — especially not when it outrages the reason, scoffs 
at the purest affections of the heart, and brings impenetra- 
ble night upon the serene beauty and parental tenderness 
of the divine character. 

To this it is coming in the religious world. The signs 
of the heavens are not to be mistaken. The thought that 
is abroad is changing the whole aspect of things. The 
mighty impulse that has been given is gradually sweeping 
the entire mass of mind beyond the old land-marks. The 
boundaries so long restricting the limits of inquiry and 
belief, have already been passed, and faith has enlarged 
her possessions ; and is daily making new conquests from 
the territories of ignorance and bigotry oh the one hand, 
and of doubt and skepticism on the other. Creeds that 
were, awhile since, regarded as almost inspired, are now 
looked upon as having more of man than of (^od in them ; 
more of earthly wisdom, than of that wisdom which is 
from above, pure, peaceable, full of mercy and good fruits. 
And again, doctrines that years ago were almost univer- 
sally denounced as dangerous and anti-christian, are now 
openly acknowledged and honored of thousands ; and are 
gradually, under one form or another, breathing their 
benign and loving spirit into all hearts; and directing all 
the great philanthropic movements of the age. 

In this I rejoice greatly ; because I am persuaded right 
religious views, a true apprehension of the christian doc- 
trines and the christian spirit, are destined to exert a mighty 
influence in the great social regeneration that is approach- 
ing. And I know that, as the world goes, these can only 
come of thought, of the admission of every man's right 
to think in religious matters as in all others. I know that 
they are born only of that individuality of life and per- 
sonal responsibility, which are the essential elements of all 
progress, improvement, and discovery; whether in the sci- 
entific and political, or in the social and religious world. 

The philanthropist, and the true christian, one whom 
Christ has made free, have, therefore, much to hope for, 
much to encourage them, in the intellectual activity which 
is moving all classes and conditions of men, and shedding 
light into all the departments of knowledge and action. 
Truth cannot suffer in the end, though some of her follow- 
ers may become bewildered and play strange antics. 
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Error and falsehood only will perish in the general 
fusion of philosophies, creeds and speculations. Old forms 
and institutions and faiths may pass away; but if there is 
any good in them, that will remain. The body, the out- 
ward frame-work may perish ; but whatsoever of real life 
is in them, will disengage itself in the process of dissolu- 
tion, and unite with other life, in new and more efficient 
combinations. Nothing true, nothing useful, will die. 

Let us rejoice, then, in the tokens which come to us 
from all sides witnessing the presence of thought, of men- 
tal activity and freedom. Let us be faithful to our trust, 
and to the spirit and wants of the age. Let us encourage 
inquiry, and endeavor to enlarge this intellectual liberty; 
but at the same time be careful that we neither abuse it 
ourselves, nor countenance a licentious use of it by others. 
Put it to the noble work of universal emancipation for 
which it is destined. Under its guidance follow after 
truth, all truth ; and labor to bring the nations through it, 
into "the glorious liberty of the children of (ilod!" 

2. The Associaf tonal JE/ftnenl^ or the tendencies of the 
age to organized efforts nirninst evil and fiyr good. 

This 1 regard as one of the most remarkable aspects of 
the times, and one of the most potent influences at work 
for the removal of oppression and' wrong, and the evils 
growing out of poverty and unequal and unrequited toil. 
The great truth that union is power ; and that by a well- 
regulated, combined action of the multitudes, steady, 
patient, persevering, any and all evils of the social and 
political state may be overcome and put away — this is 
rapidly getting into the faith of the people. And this or- 
ganized movement, acting as it were through the dead 
weight and pressure of the masses, is taking the place of 
the mobs, and insurrections, and civil wars of the past; 
and combining with that other element of Thought, is 
Blowly crowding whatsoever is false, and v^Tong, and inju- 
riously unequal — crowding it to the very edge of the 
earth, and at last pushing it off into the inhnite depths of 
the invisible and unknown. 

There is no power in existence at the present time so 
tremendously strong as this of Association ; nor one that 
is so silently, yet with such unparalleled speed, increasing 
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its strength, and directing it so steadily, and with so mtich 
system, to the great purposes for which it has been called 
into existence. There is no power of this age, which, if 
true to itself and its legitimate uses, can with such pro- 
phetic certainty, predict the final triumph of its labors and 
plans for human good. 

History shows that the power of organized association 
has been partially known and appreciated in all ages ; but 
never at any previous period has it been reduced to such 
system, or applied so universally to the reform of abuses, 
and the peaceful overthrow of all institutions and practices 
prejudicial to the physical and moral welfare of mankind. 
Association is not now confined to the higher classes, but 
has found a welcome among all classes, in all places, from 
courts and senates down to the workshop, the factory and 
the coal-mine. No evil shows itself now, but that it is 
promptly met by some organized phalanx which starts up 
in its path, and says with intelligible emphasis, " No! not 
this way without doing battle ; back to your den again." 

In our own land we see this principle of action, this ele- 
ment of reform, in vigorous operation ; but k is not here 
alone that it is at work. All over the civilized world the 
system is extending itself with a rapidity and detail truly 
astonishing. The people everywhere are awaking to the 
knowledge of the power and influence they may exert in 
this way in breaking the yokes of those who oppress them ; 
in casting from them the burthens which have so long 
borne them to the earth. They are seeking in this way to 
re-establish their right to life in such form as to make it a . 
blessing ; their right to liberty, to a fair proportion of the 
proceeds of their labor, and to the pursuit of happiness in 
every lawful way. To the correction of every kind of 
wrong, to the acquisition of every kind of good, this great 
engine is put in play; with the firm persuasion that, 
sooner or later, everything must bend before it. 

Great Britain presents, perhaps, the best illustration of 
this. No one who has not looked into this, can judge of 
the extent to which it has gone among the people of this 
country. No one who reads the current journals and re- 
views only, will be able to calculate this power. He must 
go to the people's papers and journals, established 
expressly for the exposure of their wrongSi and the advo- 
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cacy of their just rights and privileges; for the circulation 
among them of information as to the methods and advan- 
tages of organization ; for the promotion of educatiooy 
religious, intellectual and physical ; for the protectioDy 
encouragciment and fair reward of industry ; and in a word, 
for the general welfare and social elevation of the poor 
and laboring classes. To these sources he must go, who 
would know how completely the theory and practice of 
associational action has woven its net- work over and about 
the whole frame-work of society in this great country. 
And if he would know, with what gigantic power, and 
unbending energy, it can work and triumph, let him read 
patiently the history of the Anti-Corn-Law League, from 
its first conception to its final issues. This will show how 
association, guided by truth and justice alone, without 
bayonet or cannon shot, has already in its infancy, wrought 
out a political, commercial and social revolution, which 
has astonished the nations, and which, a little while since, 
would have cost the desolation of cities and provinces, and 
the strife and blood of a hundred batde-fields. 

In other departments, the principle is carried out with 
equal vigor, and in some cases on an equally great scale. 
For the relief of the sick and distressed, the burial of the 
dead, the care of the widow, and the education of the 
orphan ; and for the practical realization of the great doc- 
trine of human brotherhood, we have the association of 
Odd Fellows, whose operations are really of a gigantic 
chsu'acter. l*he extent to which this single organization 
for mutual relief, and the promotion of the general wel- 
fare, has been carried in Great Britain, is known to very 
few in this country. It embraces all classes of society from 
the noble to the bond-slave of the cotton-mill and coal- 
mine ; from Lords Brougham and Landon, to the 
humblest servant in their households ; from the wealthiest 
landholder to the poorest peasant; from those standing in 
the first ranks of literature, to the neglected operative who 
is gathering his first knowledge of letters in an evening 
charity school. It numbers some three hundred and 
twenty thousand members, including one hundred and 
thirty members of Parliament, more than six hundred cler- 
.gymen,and about nine thousand honorary members, who 
b9(Ve no claMn to its funds ; bat have put their hands to Uie 
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work, for the great good wrought out by it. No one who 
has not speeially examined the subject, has the least idea 
of the amount of money annually expended in the relief 
of the distressed and the sick, for the* burial of the dead, 
and the protection of the widow and fatherless. The an- 
nual income • of this one association is near one million 
eight hundred thousand dollars, and its annual disburse- 
ments for the objects named is about one million five 
hundred thousand dollars — while it has a fund to be de- 
voted to the same noble work, of upwards of three mil- 
lions five hundred thousand dollars I These statements 
will abundantly justify the remarks of Alison, the cele- 
brated historian of Europe, who presided some three 
years ago. at a celebration of Odd Fellows, had in 
Glasgow. In his address on the occasion, he says: 
" When I reflect that two hundred and sixty thousand men 
(he speaks of the Manchester unity only) are now, in 
this age of profit, of enterprise and personal aggran- 
dizement, associated for such a high * and holy purpose; 
when I reflect that the relief given is so great, the benev- 
olence so extensive — when I reflect on the vast and 
increasing numbers of the society, and on the small num- 
ber convicted of orime (only twenty nine out of two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand being expelled in the year for bad 
conduct,) I feel that it will be a happy day in this country 
when, for similar objects and associations, not only two 
hundred and sixty thousand, but the whole twenty six mill- 
ions of the population are united together." 

These facts will show with what power the principle of 
association is employing itself in our father-land. And if 
we come back to our own country again, and note that this 
Order has risen up within the last six years from one hun- 
dred and fifty five lodges and less than twelve thousand 
members, to more than eleven hundred lodges and one 
hundred thousand members, with an annual revenue of 
more than nine hundred thousand dollars, and paying year- 
ly near two hundred thoussuid dollars for the relief of suf- 
ujring, and for education ; we shall have some idea of what 
it is doing in this part .of the world. 

And then if we number over the thousands and tens of 
thousands who are banded together, as Sons and Daugh« 
ters of Temperance and Rechab, on the same principles of 
VOL. IV. 24 
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mutual aid; Fourierites; Life aiid Health Insurance 
Companies ; the disciplined hosts arrayed against Slaveiy 
and War ; the societies for circulating the Bible, and chris- 
tianizing the heathen ; Evangelical Alliai>ces ; Prison Duh 
eipline Associations ; combined operations for modifying 
all sanguinary and unjust laws ; and all the manifold or- 
ganizations K>r the overthrow of particular abuses and 
wrongs, for the removal or lessening of all the evils which 
darken the social condition of man^ and keep him back 
from his heritage of right and blessedness — when all 
these are scanned with a careful eye, and their separate 
and aggregate influence on the progress of society fairly 
considered ; it will be seen how immense is the weight of 
the associational element in the social revolution now go- 
ing forward ; and how almost omnipotent is the power it 
is destined, rightly guided, to exert in the establishment 
upon our earth oi the reign of justice, peace and love. 

It is this view of the matter which leads me to repeat, 
that this tendency of the times to associated effort ; this 
readiness to meet all evil, and seek all good by united 
and organized action — is the most remarkable aspect 
of the present era. Every great movement becomes a 
sort of centre around which its disciples revolve in cycles 
'and epicycles. Every needed reform, whether concerning 
the interests of a nation or a country village, resolves itseff 
almost of ;iecessity into an organization, with constitution 
and by-laws, and prescribed methods of action. 

.It was a favorite manceuvre of Napoleon's, rapidly col- 
lecting imtdense masses, to throw them upon a single point, 
and sweep ttovVn all opposition by the mere weight and 
power of numbers. This policy seems now to be adopted 
in the more peaceful contest against the evils and the hard 
necessities with which the millions have had to struggle 
for so many centuries. They have seen how little has 
been accomplished by single handed efforts, or partial 
union ; and the great idea which moves and directs them 
now is, that they are irresistible in their associated strength ; 
and, acting together with faith and patience, can accom- 
plish any reform that is physicaUy or morally possible. • 

And what a noble sight it is — these thousands and 
iiundreds of thousands banded together on some great 
principle; together struggling for the establishment of 
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some great right ; and moving calmly and stf^dily forward 
to the victory, by the might of associated moral power 
alone ! It is an immense advance when those who, a 
little while since, would have soaght their ends with torch 
and batde-axe, amid tumult and civil war, now, resting in 
Uie majesty of justice, fall back on organized effort, declin- 
ing all weapons but those of truth and association. 

There is no prouder passage in the history of human 
progress, than that which shows us a petition for universal 
suffrage, with three and a half millions of names, borne 
into the English House of Commons, on the shoulders of 
sixteen hard-featured, strong-handed working men, followed 
in solemn and silent procession by four thousand of their 
fellows — and when their petition was rejected with scorn 
and insult, this strong host retiring again without noise or 
violence to their homes, and their daily toil ! and this be- 
cause persuaded that there is no such thing as final defeat 
in a just cause — persuaded that this is God's world after 
all ; and that, sooner or later, the right will triumph. 

Yes, it is a great forward movement, in which any age 
may rejoice, when the mob resolves itself into a law- 
fully organized body, and exchanges the bayonet and 
cannon-battery for the mightier weapons of education, 
the printing press and public opinion. Through the 
influence of these the associational element will be- 
come stronger than all kings and governments ; and will 
eventually exert a power which nothing can successfully 
withstand. It has been reserved for our time to begin this 
change in the method of revolution ; it is reserved for the 
" good time coming," to bring it to perfection. It must be 
so. Already it has given prophetic assurance of the final 
triumph of good over evil. The great idea has taken 
strong hold of the millions. It possesses the people every- 
where to-day. It has revealed to them the head-springs of 
a mighty stream, whose power is inexhaustible. It has 
opened to their keen search the sources of an irresistible 
force, before which all opposition must be swept away. 
Knowing this, they will not abandon it while a social 
wrong remains, or a needed reform is incomplete. 

To this conclusion he who looks into the heart of things, 
and carefully studies the elements now in operation in thie 
moral and political world, will sarely comie. Nothing 
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seems more certain than that we are only in the first stages 
of this action ; and see the machinery working with all 
the friction and noise, the hindrances and breakages, in- 
cident to all new movements. As the world advances and 
the work goes on, these imperfections will be remedied : 
and those who come after us shall see the stapendous 
machine working with a smoothness, a precision and con- 
centrated power, of which we in this age have little 
conception. We are in the grey of the morning — the full 
glory of the day is for the child of future years. When 
that comes, the associational element perfected in its 
strength and extent, shall have scattered its gifts and bles- 
sings, and left its shining foot-prints from the equator to 
the poles. And through its work our earth shall be belted 
all round with light and beauty, till she shall be as glori- 
ous in the sight of watching angels, as Saturn, with his 
shining rings, in the eye of the gazing astronomer. 

Ah, one wishes to live till it comes to this. We half 
envy those whose happy lot it will be to live in that golden 
age. 

" Still happier mortals, 
Sons of the dawn now burst its portals ; 
Bom where the light is stronger, bolder, 
Whilst we are waning, dimmer, older. 
Upon our dust come mese to trample — 
Of mould etherial, soul more ample. 

Oh, to be young ! whilst good is growing! 
And Time is some new wonder showing! 
Now Darkness past, the old, is waning ; 
And wide and wider Christ is reigning. 
Far and near the Lord's Creation 
Paat hastens to its renovation — 
Till man, new-bom, in Love's endeavour — 
Heaven and the earth are one forever ! " 

3. The Philanthropic Element; or the tendency of all 
the great movements of the time to elevate^ improve and 
bless humanity. 

More and more mankind are coming into the belief that 
they are one, and that their highest interests and their tru- 
est life are identical. The great and beautiful truth of 
human brotherhood is getting deeper and deeper every 
day into the heart of the world. The distance between na- 
tions and classes is growing less continually. And though 
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the resort to violence is not yet quite given over, as we have 
said; yet the people everywhere are slowly coming into 
the faith, that it is better to love than to fight These wars 
and strifes, these divisions and hates ; this outward antag- 
onism of interest to interest, of life to life, is unnatural and 
unnecessary. Men are growing weary of it, and are 
yearning for rest and peace. They are beginning to real- 
ize the great truth, that if the teeth wound the tongue, or 
the hand tear the eye, or one limb inflict injury upon 
another, the whole body suffers ; and so he that doeth 
wrong, doeth it against himself as well as against his 
brother. 

And that word Brother — ^it is getting for itself a meaning 
in this age, it has never had before ; a meaning greater than 
a country or -a belief, a meaning greater than the circum- 
stances of birth or character. The divine idea embodied 
in it, is repudiating all national and sectional distinctions : 
all divisions growing out of religion, language, color, 
wealth, or any of the mere accidents of life. It insists on 
the common humanity which lies below all these, with its 
universal sympathies, and its holy bonds of mutual affec- 
tion and interest. Lifting itself on the white wings of 
God's great truth, it sweeps above the loftiest mountains 
and over the broadest seas, proclaiming everywhere, to all 
men, " Ye are brothers — of one flesh and blood ; Peace, 
peace forevermore !" And the genius of humanity re- 
sponding to the heavenly utterance, has already caught up 
the golden chain of Friendship, Love and Truth j and fol- 
lowing the path of the sun, will not rest from her glorious 
flight, until she has encircled the earth with its glittering 
links, and fastened it forever to the throne of God, the All 
in all ! 

The great movements of the age are all based on this 
growing conviction ; and are, in one way or another, ex- 
pressions of the unity of our race, the brotherhood of man, 
and the duty of seeking the welfare and blessedness of all 
and each, irrespective of the accidents of the outer, or the 
differences of the inner, life. Philanthropy, love of man, 
originates and directs them in every phase of their devel- 
opement. It is the deep fountain, forth from which flow 
the numerous streams of mercy that are freshening anr 

beautifying the world-wilderness, and gladdening the heart? 
24t 
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of the fallen and perishing wayfarers. Every reform that 
starts up now, strikes at this issue. Every step taken for- 
ward, is taken for the whole, and not a part Every 
mighty movement which agitates the waters of society, 
demands the recognition of this sublime truth of One in 
All, and All in One ; and seeks to make practical the fam- 
ily relationship, and to deepen and strengthen the family 
love. 

The cry of the people of England for a National Re- 
form, and a system of National Education, and the atten- 
tive ear given to this cry in the high places of rule and 
royalty; the coming Constitution of Prussia; and the 
introduction of the representative element into the Papal 
government, and into Turkish despotism — these are dec- 
larations of the great doctrine of equal rights ; declarations 
that governments must be philanthropic, and are bound to 
seek the good of the people. 

The Ragged Schools of Edinburg and Manchester and 
St Giles, gathering up the young beggars and criminals 
from the streets, and clothing, feeding and teaching them, 
and the movements in the same direction which are begin- 
ning in our own land; the incipient efforts to prevent 
crime, rather than encourage it and then punish it — these 
also proceed on the same broad ground of the unity and 
identity of the common life. These children belong to 
the great family, and have a right to the possibility and the 
means of living virtuously, before they are chained and 
choked to death for living viciously.^ The old legal saying, 
" Ignoranlia legis neminem excusaty^ is getting obsolete. 
It is beginning to be felt that ignorance of the law is an 
excuse ; that before one can fairly be guilty, he must be 
told there is a law — and before he is crushed for his 
wrong, he has a right to know first that it is wrong. 

So the earnest efforts making to humanize the brute dis- 
cipline, and soften the horrors of the prison-house, and 
make the suffering of the transgressor curative, restoring 
him again to society and himself — this also comes of the 
solemn truth that the criminal is our brother, though degra- 
ded and stained with sin — and that if, through neglect, or 
want, or passion, he has become a wild beast ; it is for us, 
through patience and love, to make him a man again. 

The wide spread and noble labors of Missionary and 
Bible Societies spring up fix>m the same great pbilanthro- 
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py ; and are, in their way, a recognition of the one truth, 
that all are God's children, and those who have, are only 
stewards for those who have not 

And the voice that has been lifted up against war, and 
the settlement of national disputes by the sword and mus- 
ket; which is growing louder and stronger every day, 
even in the midst of victories — and the increasing abhor- 
rence of slavery, and the stern protest everywhere issued 
against its extension and continuance — these too are bom 
of the same great truth, of the same great love of man ; a 
truth which will not sanction v^ong in the government, 
more than in the individual ; a love which will not silently 
suffer an injury to be done to our brother. 

In a word, these, and all the individual and associated 
efforts making to lift up the fallen, to educate the ignorant, 
to put away bigotry and religious strife and persecution, to 
remove the evils oi poverty and disease, to secure for labor 
a fair compensation, and protect the widow and fatherless 
— all these spring from the fountain head of universal 
love, and together constitute one of the most potent and 
beneficent elements in the great social regeneration which 
is opening upon us. All these show that there is a better 
era approachinff,that the world is slowly sweeping through 
the shadows of the night into the welcome sun-light, and 
the warm, grateful air of an everlasting day ! 

And to this, every thing is calling us with earnest 
speech. Every thing is beckoning us forward, and urging 
that, breaking away from old influences and habits ana 
institutions ; we let the " dead past bury its dead ;" and, 
in the present, work, and suffer, and sacrifice for the future. 
And we feel certain that, 

" Not in vain the distance beacons — 

Forward, forward let us range. 
Let the peoples spin forever 

Down the ringing grooves of change — 

" For I doubt not through the ages 

One increasing purpose runs, 
And the thoughts of man are widen'd 

With the process of the suns. 

** Men, our brothers, men, the workers, 

Ever reaping something new — 
That which they have done but earnest 

Of the things that they shall do." 
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Yes, what has been done, and what is doing, is only the 
earnest of what shall yet be wrought out in the name of 
humanity. The elements of thought, association and phi- 
lanthropy in the great meaning of the word, acting in com- 
bination, are destined to accomplish more, far more than 
has yet entered into our faith, or even imagination. As I 
have already said, we are only at the portals of the morn- 
ing -^ the full glory of the day lies far out in the distance. 
Generations will come and go — yea, centuries may pass 
away before the sun is overhead. Slowly the shadows of 

jat events pass over the dial of time. Slowly, changes 
lat affect the destinies of nations and the race, get forward 
to their issues. Ages roll by while nature is gathering up 
her strength for some great physical revolution, recon- 
structing the earth's sunace for a new race. So in the 
moral and social world, time is needful for the develope- 
ment and combination of those elements of change which, 
as it were, re-lay the foundations, and re-build the whole 
frame-work of society ; and renew the face of the earth 
till it smiles in beauty like the olden Paradise. 

But, however long the way or the time, we shall come 
to this at last It is the inspiration and the prophecy of 
the Present looking into the face of the Future. It was not 
aU an idle fantasy, that golden age of the old poets, which 
floated through their visions like the glory of the coming 
sun. And those lofty-souled Hebrew bards — they saw 
Afar off the radiance of this divine era, and caught glimpses 
of this moral Eden of the world, when they burst forth 
into those magnificent strains, those God-given utterances, 
which make the Bible so wonderful, so unequalled a book. 
So in all time and place, the loving and the divine ones 
have seen, in the distance, the splendor of this great day 
streaming up into the heavens ; and in the light of it, 
have learned to labor and to wait! 

And, in conclusion, I would add, that this is the lesson 
which we of this generation have need to take to our- 
selves. Learn to labor and to wait! Let us earnestly do 
what is in us to help forward this great regeneration. Let 
us with a patient faith, with a never-wearying, never- 
doubting love, work diligently in our day and place, 
knowing that the seed sown by us in tears, will spring up 
in future years unto a noble harvest t. b. t. 
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To a rational and moral inhabitant of our planet, desi- 
rous of finding his true place in the scale of being, and 
of comprehending his relations to the universe, few inqui- 
ries can be more natural or of greater interest than the one 
indicated by the title of this volume, and which has fre- 
quently presented itself to the mind of man before it 
became an object of scientific research ; " What forms of 
organic existence preceded me on the globe ? The stream 
of life, which now animates and beautifies the face of 
nature — has it forever flowed in a circle, without having 
had a beginning, and with no increase in its volume or 
force ? or did it have its rise, first in little rivulets, at the 
bidding of an unseen Power, and afterwards receives 
fresh and repeated augmentations from the same Source, 
until it has reached its present state ? And if it be true 
that the representatives of my own race have not existed 
eternally, and that the earth, previously to their introduc- 
tion, was not an uninhabited solitude, what were the char- 
acteristics of the vegetable and animal structures which 
flourished on its bosom, from the time of its creation up to 
the period when my own species made their appearance." 

In preceding ages, this inquiry has been made with 
litde hope of ever obtaining a satisfactory answer ; an im- 
pervious veil hung over the past history of the earth, 
shrouding from human cognizance every monument pi 
creative power anterior to the dawn of human experience. 
Tradition and history, indeed, as well as revelation, have 
rendered their verdict in favor of the conclusion, that the 
race of man has been in existence only a few thousand 
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years; but, until since the commencement of the present 
century, he has been furnished with no materials from 
which to form an enlightened opinion respecting the nature 
and history of the organizations that preceded him on the 
globe. These materials have been furnished by there- 
searches of Geology. So great has been the success of this 
science, within the last half century, in numbering the strata 
composing the crust of the earth, and in detecting and 
classifying the organic structures which have been found 
therein entombed, from the most recent to the most ancient 
containing fossils, that it has finally reached a degree of 
perfection when it boldly pronounces itself competent to 
restore the principal features in its past history, and to give 
at least a correct outline of the different forms of vegeta- 
ble and animal life that have successively clothed and 
adorned its surface. These are disclosures, it must be ac^ 
knowledged, which invest this branch of science with an 
interest not to be found in astronomy itself; for, though 
the latter has opened to our wondering view innumerable 
«nd ponderous bodies of matter revolving in the depths of 
space, it has not been able to prove them to be covered 
with organized and sentient products of divine power; 
while Geology has succeeded in demonstrating the earth 
to have been the theatre of life and animation thousands 
of years before man was permitted to tread its soil, and in 
detecting the character of the laws which presided over 
the organization and destiny of his predecessors on this 
mundane stage. " If it had been predicted a century 
ago," says Bakewell, " that a volume would be discovered 
containing the natural history of the earliest inhabitants of 
the globe, who flourished and perished before the creation 
of man, with distinct impressions of the forms of genera 
of animals no longer existing on the earth, — what curios- 
ity would have been excited to see this wonderful volume ! 
how anxiously would philosophers have waited for the 
discovery ! But this volume is now discovered ; it is the 
volume of Nature, rich with the spoils of primeval ages, 
unfolded to the view of the attentive observer, in the 
8tmta that compose the crust of the globe."^ 
Fossil organic reraiains, or the petrified forms of vegeta- 

^ latrodiictiop toGeolpgy, p. 18. 
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ble and animal bodies, kave received the attention and 
excited the curiosity of philosophers, to a considerable de- 
gree, in nearly every preceding age. Zenophanes, who 
wrote something like five centuries before the Christian 
era, was strack with the sight of large quantities of petri« 
fied shells on hi^h mountains and in deep places of th6 
earth ; he also afiurmed the existence of. the impressions of 
fish in the quarries of Syracuse and in a rock at Paros ; 
from which facts he concluded, not only wisely, that these 
places were once covered by the sea, but rashly, that the 
earth has existed forever. Herodotus, about a century later, 
speaks of shells being found in the mountains of Egypt, 
and concludes, from this circumstance and the saltish em- 
anations that injured the pyramids, that the sea had slowly 
retired .from those places.* Two hundred years later, 
Erosthenes made very nearly the same observations in 
regard to shells ; and his observations were not long after- 
wards repE;ated by Strabo and Zanthus of Lydia. Fossils 
engaged the attention of Epicurus ; but instead of regard- 
ing them as relics of once living bodies, he appears to have 
ascribed their origin, as he did that of the entire universe, 
to a fortunate but undesigned concourse and concretion of . 
small particles of matter. * Pliny, who wrote during the 
first century of the Christian era, went so far in the study 
of petrified shells as to give names to several species 
which have descended to our times. During the Middle 
Ages,* but little was done in this department of study. In 
the thirteenth century, much curiosity was excited at the 
discovery of a branch of a tree on which was a bird's nest . 
containing birds, all turned to stone ; but these wonders 
were accounted for by the disciplas of Aristotle without 
supposing them to have been ever in a living state, con- 
ceiving them to have ^een produced by equivocal genera- 
tionj or the plastic poxoers af nature. But it was not till 
the .sixtee1)th century, that the subject began to qom- 
mand any considerable interest and disk^ussion. In 
rebuilding.the citadel of St. Felix, at Verona, it was dis- 
covered that the rock on which it was based was full of 
petrified shells. It was contended by Fracdstoro and one 
or two others ol that period, that these and other fossil 

9 Book iL, Section 13. 
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bodies had all belonged to living creatures, which had 
formerly moved and multiplied where their remains are 
now found ; while the majority, of those who' gave them 
their attention were content to regaid them as ^^ the sports 
of nature." In the following century, cabinets and cata- 
logues of fossils began to be formed; though little real 
progress was made towards a consistent explanation of 
their origin.. While many still regarded them as "the 
sports of nature," some ascribed their oririn to " a power 
latent in the earth," some to the seeds of fishes and shells, 
which had vegetated and grown in a productive soil ; and 
in considering the fossil bones of Elephants, some, calling 
themselves profound philosophers, gravely argued that they 
had been produced by " the tumultuous movements of ter- 
restrial exhalations !" while others, with equal grayity and 
wisdom, concluded that they were the bones of the fallen 
angels 1 There was an increasihg'number, however, who 
maintained* that aU petrified substances were the remains 
of bodies that, had formQrly lived either in the water or on 
the land ; but th^ greater part of those who adopted this . 
opinion, argue'd, for a long time, ihat they 'had sjl been de- 
^ posited ih. the places where they now occur by the deluge 
* of Noah, conceiving it impossible that the earth should 
have been inhabited .bv living beings any length of time 
prior to the creation of man. During thd eighteenth cen- 
tury, this was the great subject of dispute between the 
students of geological changes and organic remains > some 
referring the depgsition of alt.rocks containing fossils to 
the action, of the deluge ; others 'maintaining that the ac^ 
credited influence of. that event is insufiicient to account 
for the facts in the ca^e, inasmuch as the greater part of 
disentombed fossils .bear evidence of having been deposi- 
ted in a tranquil state pf the ^elem&nts, and as the remains 
of some animals *had been* discovered 'whose genera and 
species had long been extipct, and which" mtfsi therefore 
have existed ages before the creation of the human race. . 
It was reserved for. Cuvier,in the 'commencement of the 

S resent century, to reduce this difiiQult braiicn of study 
om a state of chaos to one of order and beauty. The 
wand of his power,; through whose magic influence he 
' called bact to life, as. it- were, the dead of former ages, was 
liis skill in comparative anatomy. After acquiring a 
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familiar acquaintance with the stracture and habits of the 
existing races of animals, and applying this knowledge to 
the investigation of fossil bodies, he was able, from the 
examination of a single bone, or even the fragment of a 
bone, to reconstruct the whole animal to which it had be^ 
longed, so as to describe its form, size, habits, and the kind 
of food on which it had subsisted. In this manner he 
succeeded in restoring and describing upwards of a hun- 
dred and fifty distinct species of quadrupeds, whose bones 
had been found in the neighborhood of Paris ; nearly one 
third of which he determined to have belonged to extinct 
races, that is, species which existed and perished before 
Uie introduction of the existing tribes.^ In fact, he soon 
brought himself to the conclusion, from the most rigid in- 
duction, that the number of extinct species is far greater 
than the living ones; that the difference in structure 
between living animals and those found in a fossil state 
increases with the age of the deposits or strata containing 
organic remains ; and that this difference establishes the 
reality and relative age of the several deposits or strata 
themselves, from the up'permost to the lowermost exhibit- 
ing traces of organic life. Finding no vestiges of plants 
or animals in the rocks called " primitive " or " primary," 
he at once inferred that there was a period, far back in the 
history of the earth, when it was a mere mineral mass, 
untenanted by a living fcwm, and that between that remote 
period and the creation of our own species, several quite 
different and distinct orders or systems of organic life, each 
covering immense periods of time, successively flourished 
and perished upon its surface.^ 

These conclusions, at nearly the same time, were 

3 Revolutions of the Surface of the Globe, p. 66. 

4 An eloquent English writer thus speaks of Uie labors of this Newtoa 
of Natural History : " While our geologists were working in chains, 
[ in consequence of theit narrow views of tiie Mosaic chronology and 
deluge ] the unfettered genius of Cutier was ranging over the prime- 
val ages, when the primary rocks rose in insulated grandeur from the 
deep, and when the elements of life had not yet received their divihx 
comfissiON. From the age of solitude he passed to the busy age of 
tife ; when plants first decked the plains, when the majestic pine Uirew 
its picturesque shadows over the earth, and the tragic sounds of camir- 
ofous life rung among her forests. But these plains were again to be 
desolated, and these sounds again to be hushed. The glories of orgaB- 

voL. IV, 25 
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confirmed and greatly expanded by the researches of 
Lamarck in fossil Chonchology, of Adolphe Brougniart 
in fossil Botany, and of Agassiz, in fossil Ichthyology ; 
and, more recently, by the labors and splendid illustrations 
of Buckland, Sedgewick, Mantell, De la Beche, Mur- 
chison, Lyell, Owen, and others, until the study has at 
length reached the dignity of a scienccr It is called Po- 
keontologpy or the science of Organic Remains* " Pushing 
research to its limits," says one of the American cultiva- 
tors of this great field of study, " we seem nearly to have 
reached the bounds of the accessible past, in the diminu- 
tion, and at last the total disappearance of fossils in the 
earlier strata. Our science has reached the point just at- 
tained by geography. No conjectural continent is left for 
a geological Columbus to discover — no great region re- 
mains unvisited, and no principal boundary undrawn. 
The business of the present and future generations of ge- 
ologists, is to establish with all the precision admissibley 
by science, the exact limits which divide the many districts 
oi ancient time into which they have penetrated ; to define 
the position, so to speak, of each known coast, and to 
bring to light such lesser districts as may yet lie undiscov- 
ered within their more conspicuous borders." * 

The latest work that has reached our notice, presenting 
the embodied results of these investigatign^ and discove- 
ries, is the one whose title we have pr^^fixed to this article. 
Although adding little to the stock of materials previ- 
ously lurnished to us, it is, in every respect, a most 
admirable volume, and one which few can read without 
interest and profit It is simple and natural in arrange- 
ment, clear and graphic in its style, and at the same time 
cautious and philosophical in its generalizations and con- 
clusions. Though dealing with the department of natural 
history lying farthest firom direct observation, and teeming 

ic life disappeared, and Dew forms of animal and vegetable being 
welcomed the dawn of a better cycle. Thus did the great magician of 
the chamal house survey from nis pyramid of bones, the successive 
ages of life and death ; thus did he conjure up the spoils of pre-existing 
worlds, the noblest offering which man ever laid upon the altar of its 
Sovereign." — Edinburgh Review, Vol. Ixv. p. 12. 

&H. D. Rogers' Address before American Geologists and Natoralisti, 
p. 16. 
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with the greatest wonders, and which the uninitiated are 
disposed to regard as entirely fabulous, the author, true to 
the spirit of his noble science, never allows his imagina- 
tion to out-travel and distort the decision of his judgment, 
guided by the strictest laws of induction ; and while he is 
truly successful in essaying to give " Picturesque Sketches 
of Creation," he has drawn no pictures the distinct mono- 
graphs of which had not been furnished to his hands in 
the disentombed relics of former ages. But it is not our 
present purpose to review this book ; and in fulfilling the 
object before us, in presenting our readers with as mil a 
statement of the results of palaeontological research as our 
prescribed limits will permit, we shall draw but little from 
its well-filled pages. In giving this statement, we shall 
strictly confine ourselves to the presentation of facts and 
conclusions which have been admitted into the pale of 
science, letting the savans of fossil geology speak for 
themselves, though taking the liberty to employ our own 
language, as little burdened with the technicalities of the 
science as possible. The relations of these disclosures to 
the principles of religious truth, especially as they bear 
upon the Scripture doctrine of creation, must be deferred 
to another time. 

Of the amount of organic life that has prevailed on the 
earth, we may form some conception from the number and 
thickness of the strata which are found to contain its relics 
or impressions. The precise number of the fossiliferous 
strata, that is, of strata containing the remains of organic 
existence, is not satisfactorially determined ; but it is so 
great, amounting, at least, to several hundreds, that it has 
been found convenient to arrange them into classes or 
groups, generally called formations^ in order to render 
their explanation simple and intelligible. The most im- 
portant of these groups, expressive of as many periods in 
the history of the eanrth, may be represented by the follow- 
ing: 

Tabular view of the Fossiliferous Strata. 

Alluvium, or Modern. 
Diluvium or Drift. 

P1ioc6 
TERTIARY. I Miocene. 

Eocene. 
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SECONDARY. 



TRANSITON. 



Chalk. 

Wealdem 

Oolit«. 

New Red Sandstone. 

Magnesian. 

Carboniferous, or CoaL 

Old Red Sandstone. 

Silurian. 
Cambrian. 



The lowermost or oldest grand division, including the 
Cambrian and Silurian deposits, resting on Primary or 
Non-fossiliferous rocks, embraces those strata which bear 
marks of having been formed while the earth was under- 
going a transition from an inhabitable to a habitable state, 
and covers the first great period of organic life on the 
globe ; while the Secondary and Tertiary series, as their 
names imply, indicate the second and third great periods of 
Tegetable and animal existence in past time.® Each of 
these strata, it must be remembered, was once the upper- 
most, constituting the earth's surface, and covered, to some 
extent, with living and moving forms, which not only had 
their birth, but their entombment, for the most part, at least, 
in the same quiet manner as is the order of nature at pres- 
ent ; as appears from the orderly and preserved state in 
which their remains are now found ; and when it is con- 
sidered, that these strata are proved to have an ag^egate 
thickness of more than thirty five thousand l^et, at 
upwards of six miles, we are overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment and wonder at a view of the amount of organic 
existence with which the face of our planet has been suc- 
cessively clothed and peopled, and of the length of the 
period which must have elapsed during this long series of 
creations and destructions, of growth and decay. 

Our wonder is scarcely less, when we consider what has 
been really ascertained in regard to the comparative num- 
ber of living and extinct species. According to the best 
authorities, there have now been discovered the remains of 
something like ten thousand distinct species of vegetable 

6 The names which we have employed to indicate the three grand di 
visions of Geological time, particulariy that of Transition, are nadually 
going out of use among geologists, and in tiieir place are substituted 
terms of a Greek origin, — Pcdaaoic^ MuozoiCf and Canozoie, signifying 
the first, second, and third great periods of organic life on the globe. 
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and animal existence in a fossil state ; not more than six 
or seven hundred of which have any representaiives in 
the living creation. Far more than ten times the number 
of ascertained fossil species began and ended their career, 
before the existing races, with man at their head, appeared 
on the stage ; and when we reflect, that what has been dis- 
covered in this j&eld is but an approximation to the truth, 
and that each of the ten thousand ascertained species has 
had its legions of individuals as its representatives ; and 
also, what is acknowledged by every palaeontologist, that, 
in the lower or more ancient formations, the proportion of 
individuals to the species was vastly greater than in more 
recent organisms, we are led to perceive that the orb which 
we inhabit has been covered by a succession and an 
amount of organic and sentient existence, of which all 
that has existed on its face and been gathered to its bosom, 
since the creation of our own species, can give us but a 
faint and meagre conception. 

In giving a sketch of the present state of knowledge 
respecting these pre-existing forms of animated nature, we 
begin with the vestiges of the vegetable kingdom. The 
remains of vegetable forms are detected in a great variety 
of conditions — sometimes as peet-wood and submerged 
forests, sometimes in calcarious and silecious petrifactions, 
sometimes in the form of coal and lignite, and sometimes 
in the impressions of leaves, stems and fruits in beds of 
rocks, which once constituted the soil in which the trees or 
plants grew. Many valuable minerals, found at different 
depths in the earth, are also traced to *a vegetable origin. 
The amber which is dug from the clay beds in the eastern 
part of England, and brought so plentifully from the shores 
of the Baltic, is, with hardly a doubt, a fossil resin^ being 
the preserved secretion of coniferous trees, such as pines 
and firs, which grew in former ages on or near those local- 
ities. The diamond, which is pure charcoal, in the 
language of Dr. Mantell, '> is probably a vegetable secre- 
tion, that has acquired a crystalline structure from electro- 
chemical action." The traces of vegetable productions 
have been discovered in all the groups of the fossiliferous 
strata, except perhaps in the lowest or Cambrian ; for 
though the vestiges of between twenty and thirty species 
of the lower orders of animal life, such as shells, corals 
25» 
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and zoophites, have been detected in this series of rocks, 
no distinct relics of vegetable forms have yet been discov- 
ered in them. It would be rash, however, to conclude 
that no plants existed at that early period, for not only is 
their existence acknowledged to be essential to the support 
of animal life, in all its forms, but they may have existed 
at the time without transmitting their relics to our times, as 
their forms are more volatile and perishable than those of 
animals. The first distinct traces of them are met with in 
the Silurian group, and they are plentifully scattered 
through all the subsequent formations. The number of 
known species of fossil plants is very nearly a thousand. 
Although this probably affords an insight into but a very 
small portion of the variety and extent of the vegetation 
that has successively flourished on the globe, it has given 
a clue to some generalizations of a most interesting char- 
acter, as furnishing a key to an explanation of the ancient 
Floras of the earth. From the data here offered, Brong- 
nairt, Lindley. and other eminent fossil botanists have con- 
sidered themselves qualified to divide the hist<Nry of the 
ancient vegetation into three great periods or epochs, each 
marked by somewhat peculiar forms. 

The firet begins with the earliest signs of vegetative 
matter in the lower fossiliferous strata, and extends to the 
top of the Carboniferous group. The plants of this peri- 
od were chiefly remarkable for the simplicity of their 
structure, and at the same time for the general greatness of 
their size. The first vegetable forms that seem to have ap- 
peared to enliven the face of nature, and to serve as tubes 
of communication and support from the mineral to the an- 
imal kingdom, were marine plants, called algae, fuci, or 
sea weeds, such as now grow at the bottom of deep seas 
in hot climates. This was the character of the vegetation 
through the Silurian and Old Red Sandstone periods, no 
traces of terrestrial or land vegetation having been detected 
in their deposits. But in the eariy part of the Carboniferous 
era, "the dry land" began to "appear" above the surface of 
a hitherto apparently shoreless ocean ; and it seems not to 
have been long before it was covered with a most luxuri- 
ant vegetation. That our anthricitic and bituminous coal 
is the mineralized vegetable product of that period, is no 
longer doubted by geologists. Not only have the entire 
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trunks of trees, themselves turned to coal, with roots ter- 
minating downwards in underlying beds of clay or shale,^ 
been discovered in the deposits of this ancient epoch, 
which have an average thickness of three thousand feet, 
but upwards of three hundred species of plants detected 
and described as having constituted the vegetation in 
which the coal had its origin* The greater portion of 
these restored or described plants were gigantic and ai> 
borescent ferns, and the principal part of the residue, 
Lepidodendraj Equisetacm and Sigillaria, with corres- 
ponding dimensions. How greatly the vegetation of the 
Carboniferous epoch differed from that now covering the 
earth, will be seen from a few well attested facts. The 
ferns of the coal attained the height of from forty to fifty 
feet ; whereas, at present, represented by our common 
brake, they rarely reach over four feet — except in south- 
ern or warm climates. The Lepidodendra, now known as 
club mosses and ground pine, rarely reaching three feet 
high, in the ancient world grew to the height of thirty and 
forty feet. The EquisetacoB, now represented by the scour- 
ing rushes of our swamps, and which rarely exceed three 
feet in length, with a stalk half an inch in diameter, during 
the Carboniferous era attained the height of from fifteen 
to twenty feet, with stalks from six inches to a foot in 
thickness. And it is worthy of special consideration, that 
this kind of vegetation, at once so simple and magnificent, 
seems to have prevailed over the entire surface of the earth 
at that remote period, at least over all its surface then 
above the water ; the same species of plants being found 
in the coal of New Holland, Van Dieman's Land, various 
districts in Asia, eastern, northern and western Europe, 
and America, from Alabama to Melville Island ; thus af- 
fording conclusive evidence, that the temperature of the 
atmosphere, in that period of the earth's history, was both 
higher and more equable, than it is at present. This 
seems an unavoidable inference from the preserved relics 
of the botany of that epoch, it having been analagous, all 
over the globe, to the existing vegetation on the islands 
and archipelagoes of tropical climates. 

7 Lyell, in examining the coal-beds in Nova Scotia, detected the exist- 
ence of more than ten forests of fossil trees, lyin^ one above another, 
with great regularitr and order, between interveneing beds of clay and 
■hale. — JVavds in Nmik Amenea, voL iL p. 1^. 
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The second great epoch of fossil vegetadon extends 
from the close of the former one to the top of the chalk. 
The vegetation of this period is characterized by being less 
stalely and magnificent than in the former one, but as sup- 
plying this deficiency by having greater variety and 
complexity of structure. Some familiesi as the Calamites 
and the Sigillaria, die out ; the number of ferns decreases, 
and new families, as the Cicadas, Zamiee and other 
Comferae, appear to fill their plaoes. The flora of this 
period, it should be remarked, bears a close resemblance 
to that now covering the maratime districts of New Hol- 
land and the Cape of Good Hope, and therefore indicates 
a gradual reduction of the earth's temperature, or rather of 
its atmosphere, since the period of the growth of the vege- 
tation of the coal. 

The third great botanical epoch covers the period of the 
Tertiary deposits, and it varies from the vegetation of the 

J)receding eras, chiefly, in an increased multiplicity of 
brms. Some of the more simple yet stately plants of 
those former eras disappear, and others, generally of a 
more complex organization, are called into existence. The 
grasses, so necessary to the support of ruminating ani- 
mals, had appeared in small quantities in the Secondaiy 
freat period of geological time, yet they receive their full 
evelopement only in the Tertiary ; and it is not till during 
this epoch, that the willows, elms, sycamores, and other 
species that flourish in the temperate zone, make their ap- 
pearance. A few palms appear below the Tertiary, but 
they are not fully developed till we reach our historical pe- 
riod, when a thousand species crown the vegetable world. 
The botany of this third period, it should be added, was 
like the vegetation now covering the continents of our 
temperate latitudes, indicating, of course, a continued 
gradual reduction of the temperature of the atmosphere 
since the earth first became habitable by living forms. 

We now turn to a view of the fossil history of a more 
interesting department of animated nature, — the animal 
kingdom. All known animals were arranged by Cuvier, 
according to leading characteristics in their structure, into 
four grand divisions, — Vertebrata^ ( animals having a 
spinal column,) Moltisca, (animals with soft bodies,) 
Articulaia^ ( having an external crust, or hard skin,) and 
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Radiata, (having a ray-like structure.) The first great 
class is represented by fishes, reptiles, birds and mam- 
malia ; the second, by shells ; the third, by worms, insects 
and lobsters ; and the fourth, by the star-fishes and sea- 
urchins of our coasts. It appears from the researches of 
geologists, that each of these several classes, in some of 
their forms or modifications, has been in existence through- 
out the whole period of fossiliferous geological time, and 
their decayed and petrified bodies have contributed an 
amount of material to the now solid strata of the earth 
which may well fill us with wonder and at the same time 
with admiration. Commencing with the lowest and minu- 
test in the scale of organization, and proceeding upward 
through the several grades of organic life, till we include 
man himself, we will now attempt to lead the reader 
through the vaults of the great charnel-house of the Past, 
and point out to him the principal forms of sentient exis- 
tence with which the face of our planet has been succes- 
sively inhabited. 

Of the fossil remains of the Radiata, by some writers 
denominated ZoophiteSj about two thousand species have 
been determined ; and although but few of them are large 
enough to be seen by the unassisted eye, w^hole mountain 
masses are found to be mainly composed of the relics of 
their once pliant and sportive forms. The principal classes 
of these animals are the Echinoderma, ( or animals with a 
spiny skin,) the Infusoria^ or animalcules, and the Po/y" 
piana, or coral animals. The first class, whose remains 
are found among the earliest traces of animal existence in 
the earth's strata, though much larger in size than the rep- 
resentatives of the two latter classes, appear to have been 
the lowest in organization, having very much the form of 
a vegetable, with no powers of locomotion, being fixed to 
the bottom of the ocean, or to a piece of wood, with abil- 
ity only to move as far as these curious animals could 
reach by bending a very flexible and somewhat long col- 
umn, admirably adapted to their purpose. At least, this 
was true of the Orinoidea, a genus of this class which 
have attracted much attention, partly from their great 
beauty, and partly on account of their being almost wholly 
unknown in the living creation, only one or two existing 
species having been discovered; while the known fossil 
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species exceed a handred and thirty. In form, they re- 
semble the lily, and have long been called Stone Lilies ; 
and low as they are in the scale of organization, the num- 
ber of little bones or joints composing the skeleton of a 
single individual encrenite or stone-lily has been found to 
exceed twenty six thousand, and of single pentairinite, — 
one having a pentagonal stem, upwards of one hundred 
and j&fty thousand. *' We may judge of the degree to which 
these animals flourished among the first inhabitants of the 
sea, from the countless myriads of their petrij&ed remains 
which j&ll so many Limestone beds of the Transition 
Formations, and compose vast strata of Entrochal marble, 
extending over large tracts of country in Northern Europe 
and North America. The substance of this marble is 
often almost as entirely made up of the petrified bones of 
Encrenites, as a corn-rick is composed of straws, Man 
applies it to construct his palace and adorn his sepulchre, 
but there are few who know, and fewer still who appre- 
ciate the surprising fact, that much of this marble is 
composed of the skeletons of millions of organized beings, 
once endowed with life, and susceptible of enjoyment, 
which after performing the part that was for a while 
assigned them in living nature, have contributed their re- 
mains towards the composition of the mountain masses of 
the earth."® 

The recent discoveries in the history of fossil Infvsoric^ 
or animalcules, are still more astonishing. These infine- 
tesimal animals, the most of which are too small to be 
detected without the aid of the microscope, were formerly 
regarded as the simplest of all creatures in organization, 
and were thought, in fact, to be little more than mere par- 
ticles of matter endowed with vitality ; but it has been 
ascertained, particularly by the labors of Professor Ehren- 
berg, that they are as perfect in their organization as any 
of the higher animals. He has discovered in them not 
only regular mouths, teeth, eyes, and stomachs, but mus- 
cles, nerves, glands, intestines, and organs for the perpetu- 
ation of their species ; and yet, many of them are not 
more than twenty four thousandth of an inch in diameter! 
He has also ascertained that some are brought into exist- 

8 Buckland, Bridgewater Treatise, L p. 323. 
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ence by regular birth, some by being hatched from eggs, 
some by the spontaneous multiplication of each other's 
bodies ; and so great are their powers of re-production, he 
informs us, that from a single individual a million were 
produced in ten days, on the eleventh day four millions, 
and on the twelvth, sixteen millions. Their fossil ances- 
tors, like themselves, were clothed as were the ancient 
warriors, in mail, having been covered by a shield, com- 
posed either of sileca, lime, or oxide ctf iron ; and when 
tfieir battle of life was over, they left behind them their 
shields as their only legacy to future generations. The 
weight of one of these shields has been found to be about 
one hundred and eighty seven millionth part of a 
grain, and it takes forty one thousand millions of them to 
make a cubic inch ; and, surprising as it may appear, it has 
been discovered that these shields actually constitute vast 
masses of soils and rocks, extending over wide districts. 
A large portion of the sand of the Lybian desert, and 
the chalk hills of England, have not only been found to be 
chiefly composed of their remains, but a large number and 
variety of limestone and marble beds, of various geolog- 
ical ages. Several deposits of this character have been 
discovered by President Hitchcock in this State ; but the 
most remarkable discovery of this kind that has been 
made in this country, and perhaps in the world, has been 
the detection of stratum belonging to the Eocene or Mio- 
cene epochv in Virginia, by Professor W. B. Rogers, 
having a thickness of more than twenty feet, and covering 
many thousand acres, " consisting almost exclusively of 
the silecioas shields of minute infusoria."^ In view of 
these facts, the philosopher can join the poet in the 
exclamation, 

" The dust we tread upon was once alive P 

Litde less wonderful are the ascertained results in 
regard to the agency of fossil Polyparia^ a large class of 
minute radiated animals, frequently called Zoophites, 
which have the power of secreting carbonate of lime, and 
of thus building up vast stony structures from the bottom 
to the surface of the ocean. They are now very numer- 

• 

*H. D. Rogers' Address before American Greologists, &c., p. 36. 
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ous in the seas of tropical climates, and build coral reefs 
frequently extending hundreds of miles. The known fos- 
sil species number three hundred and fifty, and their 
remains are traced, sometimes in immense beds of coral-' 
line limestone and marble, throughout all the periods of 
fossil geology. They appear to have been developed on 
a magnificent scale during the earlier formations, espe- 
cially during the deposition of the Silurian rocks, as they 
enter largely into their composition ; and as the corals of 
these ancient periods, now found fossil in northern lati- 
tudes, agree only with those at present living within the 
tropics, it appears quite certain that a higher and rapre 
equal temperature prevailed throughout the sea, during the 
remote epochs, than prevails at present, — a conclusion to 
which we were brought from a view of the Flora of those 
early chapters in our world's history. 

The ArticulcUaj the second grand division of the animal 
kingdom, so named from being covered by envelopes con- 
nected by annulated plates or rings, of which the lobster, 
scorpion and Insects are good examples, though they have 
lived throughout all the periods of geological time, as ap- 
pears from their remains, have supplied a smaller amount of 
fossil relics to the strata of the earth, than any other cla39 
of animals, owing, probably, to the frailty oi their struct- 
ure. Several species of worms, inhabiting tubes, have left 
their remains in the upper Secondary and Tertiary strata. 
Of fossil insects, nearly three hundred species have been 
discovered ; of which about thirty occur in the Oolite, a 
few in the Wealden, and the greater part of the residue in 
a fresh water formation of the Tertiary group; though, 
quite recently, two or three species have been detected in 
the deposits of the Coal. Several species of spiders have 
been found in a fossil state, — two in the Oolite, the rest 
in fresh water Tertiary strata. A few years since, o, fossil 
scorpion was discovered by Count Sternberg, in a re- 
markably unmutilated state, having twelve eyes, in a 
formation of the ancient coal, in Bohemia. But the most 
remarkable class of the {ossd ariiculala was the Crustaceckt 
•^ a class of animals characterized by a crustaceous exter- 
nal integument or shell ; of which more than sixty species 
have been discovered in the Jura limestone, and upwards 
of thirty in the Isle of Sheppey in the Thames. The crab 
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and lobster tribes have been found fossil in the Oolitic 
and Chalk strata ; and in a few instances, the king crab 
has been found in the Coal formation. But the most sin- 
gular and notable crustacian that has been brought to light 
is an extinct animal, called the Trilobite, from having 
three parallel lobes or divisions in its body. Its remains 
have been found in almost every part of the globe, — all 
over Europe, in North and South America, and at the 
Cape of Good Hope. Upwards of sixty species have 
been brought to light, though it appears that the period of 
their existence was comparatively short, beginning their 
career in the early part of the Silurian period, and ending 
it in the Carbomferous, not a trace of them having been 
detected in any of the later formations. Their general 
. length was from four to six inches, though one has been 
found in Ohio by Professor Locke, and described by him 
in the Report of the geology of that State, measuring 
twenty one inches in length I The most curious fact in 
regard to these long-extinct animals, is the discovered con- 
struction of their eyes, the form and size of which have 
been preserved in the mud, now fossil, in which their re- 
mains were deposited. Each eye was fixed in its socket 
in such a manner, that it was incapable of rolling on an 
orbit, in attempting to look from one object to another ; but 
this apparent defect was compensated by their extraordi- 
nary number, amounting to several hundred in each 
individual, and by the manner in which they were dis- 
posed, being curiously arranged and set in little cones or 
tubes protruding from the head, so as to afford each ani- 
mal hundreds of visual organs. This discovery has been 
justly adduced by Buckland as affording additional proof 
of the reality of design in the works of creation, and as 
shomng that the eyes of the ancient inhabitants of the 
ocean were created with the same wise relations to the 
laws of light as the visual organs of animals at present 
existing.^® 

The third great branch of the animal kingdom, — the 
Mollusca^ a name signifying soft-bodied a^imals^ but which 
are mostly covered with shells, and are therefore getting to 
be called Testacea^ have left a larger quantity of their re- 

10 Bridge water Treatise, L 299—904. 
VOL, IV. 26 
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mains in a fossil state, than any other class of animab^ 
excepting, however, the Infusoria. Beginning with the 
earliest traces of living forms on the globe, and extending 
through every age and formation to our own times, some 
being peculiar to the sea, some to the land, and some to 
firesh-water rivers and lakes, they have played a part in the 
system of organic nature which entitles them to the first 
rank, in the scale of importance, in the eyes of those who 
would read and interpret the hieroglyphics in which her 
past history has been written. On account of their exist- 
ence in all the fossiliferous strata, and their great ability in 
resisting the decomposing power of "the tooth of Time/' 
they have been styled by Lyell " the medals principally 
employed by nature in recording the chronology of past 
events."^^ Upwards of six thousand species have been di»-. 
covered in a fossil state ; not more than one third of which 
have been ascertained to have any representations in the liv- 
ing world ; in other words, fuU two thirds of the known fossfl 
species became extinct before the existing species were 
called into existence. To a diligent comparison of the 
living with the fossil species, by the distinguished geolo- 
mst just quoted, we are indebted for the subdivision of the 
Tertiary period into three subordinate epochs, — the jEJo- 
eene^ the Miocene^ and the Pliocene ; Eocene signifying 
dawn ofrecenlf in allusion to the first appearance of recent 
species, the author finding but about five per cent of ex- 
isting species in the shells of that epoch ; Miocese, less 
recenty containing about twenty per cent, of recent species ; 
Pliocene, more recent, embmcing strata in which the shells 
are mostly of recent species, having only about five per 
cent, of extinct forms.^.' 

Our limits not allowing us to describe the several ascer- 
tained families of shells that have become extinct, and the 
order of the occurrence of their remains in the ancient 
strata, we must be content with a brief reference to a few 

11 Principles of Geology, i. 283. 

19 Principles of G^olosy, L 244, 283. Elements of Geology, L 281. 
In 1833, the number of ^ells found in the Tertianr strata amounted to 
3,036 species ; of which 1,238 were determined to belong to Uie Eocene 
group, 1,021 to the Miocene, and 777 to the Pliocene; and out of the 
whole number, only 568 were found to be identical with existing 
fipecies. 
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interesting facts derived from the study of their fossils. 
The most remarkable class of these long-extinct forms, 
was the Cephalopoda^ or chambered shells, which began 
their career in the Transition period, flourished in vast 
numbers during the long epochs of the Secondary, branch- 
ing out into many large families, but receiving a check in 
the Tertiary, and so dying out, until, in our own times, 
they are known to have but a single surviving relative, 
which is the Nautilus, and of which only two species arc 
known to exist These shells, like the Nautilus itself, 
were constituted with numerous and curiously-wrought 
divisions, forming beautiful internal cells or chambers, 
into which the inhabiting animals, by the aid of fitting 
membranes and muscles, could throw, at will, either air or 
water, and so rise to the surface or sink to the bottom of 
the seas in which they lived and on which they sailed, 
ages before man was permitted to learn and imitate their 
skill. • Such was the Nummulite , whose remains consti- 
tute entire mountains, and whose forms are thickly found 
in the limestone of which the Sphynx and some of the 
Pyramids of Egypt are composed. Such, too, was the 
structure of the Belemnite, of whose remains nearly a 
hundred species have been discovered, but of which no 
traces have been detected in any period later than the 
Chalk. This animal, with many of its ancient relatives, 
was furnished with an apparatus which has been called 
an ink-bag^ charged with a very black fluid, with which it 
could color the water, when approached by its enemies, 
and thus make good its escape ; and it is a remarkable 
circumstance, that the substance of this fluid, called fossil 
inkj has been discovered in some of the limestone rocks in 
England, in such a state of preservation, that the paint 
formed from it cannot be distinguished from the best now 
prepared by artists ! Of the same construction, also, with 
the exception of the ink-bag, was the Ammonite family, 
the remains of which not less than three hundred species 
have been discovered. They varied in size from half an 
inch to four feet in diameter. They were exceedingly 
abundant during the Oolitic and Wealden periods, but ap- 
pear to have died out with the Chalk, leaving us only its 
somewhat distant relative, the Nautilus, with ^4ts palace 
all of pearl," from which we might imagine what must 
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have been the appearance of the ocean when it was thick- 
ly peopled and covered with its myriad and larger an- 
cestry. 

We are now brought to notice the fossil history of the 
fourth and highest division of the animal kingdom, -^ the 
Vertebrata, — animals having a spinal column, with its 
chord or marrow terminating in a brain ; embracing four 
well-marked tribes, — Fishes, Reptiles, Birds, and Mam- 
malia, with man at their head. 

FisheSy the lowest class in this division, have left the 
proof of their existence, either in their petrified bodies, 
their impressions, or their teeth, in all the fossiliferous 
rocks, at least from the Silurian to the latest deposits ; and 
as this is not true of any other class of vertebral animals, 
the fossil remains of fish are of great geological impor- 
tance, as means of interpreting the past changes in the 
history of life on the globe. This field of investigation 
was consigned by Cuvier to M. Agassiz, who has shown 
himself worthy of the confidence reposed in him by his 

{)receptor. He has classed all fishes, existing and extinct, 
nto four orders, according to the difference in their scales ; 
and so great is his skill, that he has been able, in nume- 
rous instances, from the examination of a single scale, or 
impression of a scale, to describe the principal features or 
characteristics of the fish to which it had belonged, and to 
assign it its true place in the system of nature. He has 
succeeded in the discovery and classification of something 
more than fifteen hundred species in a fossil state ; and 
from a comparison of them with the living species, he has 
come to the same general conclusion, in regard to the ex- 
tinction of species, and the gradual departure from exist- 
ing types, a^ we penetrate downwards into the earth or 
backwards into time, which has been reached by the stu- 
dents of other classes of organic remains. In fact, he has 
decided that all the fossil fishes whose relics he has exam- 
ined, are extinct; for though those of the Tertiary ap- 
proach in their character the living genera, " with the sin- 
gle exception of one small fossil fish, peculiar to the day- 
geodes of Greenland," he remarks, " I have found no ani- 
mal of this class in all the Transition, Secondary and 
Tertiary strata, which is specifically identical with any fish 
now living. In the inferior Tertiary formations, one-third 
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of the fossil fishes even belong to genera that are wh(^ly 
extinct ; below the Chalk there is not one of the genera of 
the fishes of the present time to be found ; " ^' and from 
the Oolite downwards, almost to the Silurian strata, he 
finds the remains of enormous sharks and sauroid fishes, 
with heterocercal or long upper-lobed tails, which must 
have made sad havoc with the smaller and less predaceous 
inhabitants of the ancient deep. We will only add, in re- 
gard to fossil fishes, that the two most important deduc- 
tions drawn from their study are, — first, That the general 
course of nature has been one of quietness and repose, 
only a very small number of their remains and the strata 
containing them exhibiting marks of deposition by violent 
agencies ; and, secondly. That the theory of the progres- 
sive developement and transmutation oi species has no 
foundation in nature, inasmuch as the earliest fishes were 
as perfectly organized as any now sporting in our rivers 
and oceans.^* 

Probably no geological revelation has excited greater 
curiosity and incredulous wonder, than the discoveries in 
the history of fossil Reptiles. We are carried back to a 
long, period in the early history of the globe, when these 
most repulsive of animals attained gigantic dimensions, 
and swayed the sceptre of universal dominion over created 
beings. Some were inhabitants of the ocean, some of 
rivers, lakes and estuaries, some of the dry lands ; while 
all appear to have lived at a period when the earth enjoy- 
ed a considerably higher temperature than at present. A 
few traces of their existence have been detected as far 
back in the history of the globe as the Carboniferous 
epoch, though their remains make no figure till we ascend 
into the Magnesian system, and then not on a large scale, 
except in the size of the animals exhumed, being enor- 
mous Lizards and Saurians. In the strata of the New 
Red Sandstone, the fossil foot-prints of several species of 
an animal have been discovered which are supposed to 
have been made by a class of the ancient reptilian broods, 
having the form of a frog, and hence called Batrachians^ 

^Cosmos, by Alex, Von Humbolt, p. 82. 

MBuckland's Bridgewater Treatise, i. p. 222. Lyell's Principles of 
Geology, Chap. ix. 

26* 
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bnt with the dimensions of a common-sized bull. Bat in 
ascending to the Oolite, the lizard and saurian tribes ap- 
pear in vast numbers and huge proportions, entitling this 
period in the history of the earth, including the Wealden, 
** The Age of Reptiles." Among the most remarkable of 
these now extinct forms of animal existence, were the 
Ichthyosaurus, the Plesiosaurus, the Mosasaums, the Me- 

!:alosaurus, the Iguanodon, and the Pterodactyl. The 
chthyosaurus, a hsh-like lizard inhabiting the ocean, of 
which ten species have been found, had the snout of a 
porpoise, the teeth of a crocodile, the head of a lizard, the 
vertebreB of a fish, and the paddles of a whale ; and some- 
times attained a length of thirty to forty feet But perhaps 
the most wonderful feature in its organization was its eye, 
being of enormous size, and having both telescopic and 
microscopic power, enabling it to see its prey by night as 
well as by day, and at immense depths in the water. 
The Plesiosaurus, of which sixteen species have been 
brought to light, had a very similar structure, the principal 
point of difference being the length of its neck, more than 
thirty vertebreB having been found to belong to it ; and it 
is supposed to have been used in seizing fish beneath the 
water and flying creatures above it The Mosasaums had 
the general structure of the living monitor, though it was 
more than five times its size ; more than a hundred and 
thirty vertebree have been counted in the bones of its 
firame. The Megalosaurus was a carnivorous terrestrial 
reptile, from forty to fifty feet long, having mudh the as- 
pect of the crocodile. The Iguanodon, so named from its 
resemblance in shape to the living Iguana, a reptile of 
South America, appears, from the structure of its teeth, to 
have been herbivorous, and its discovered relics show it to 
have attained a length from thirty to eighty feet But the 
most wonderful of all was the Pterodactyl, of which about 
a dozen species have been discovered. It was wonderful, 
however, less for its size than its form and structure. It 
had the head and neck of a bird, the mouth of a reptile, 
the wings of a bat, and the body and tail of a mammifer. 
There has been much dispute among naturalists as to the 
character and habits of this strange creature, but it is now 
generally acknowledged to have been a walking, swim- 
ming and flying reptile. ^^ Thus, like Milton's fiend,*' says 
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Backland, ^^ all qnalified for all services and all elements, 
the creature was a fit companion for the kindred reptiles 
that swarmed in the sea, or <;rawled on the shores of a 
turbulent planet 

•The Fiend, 
O'er bog, or steep, through strait, rough, dense, or rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his way. 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies.' 

With flocks of such like creatures flying in the air, and 
shoals of no less monstrous Ichthyosauri and Plesiosauri 
swarming in the ocean, and gigantic Crocodiles and Tor- 
toises crawling on the shores of the ^primeval lakes and 
livers, air, sea and land must have been strangely peopled 
in these early periods of our infant world." ^® 

The fossil remains of Birds have been discovered less 
abundantly than those of any other class of vertebral ani- 
mals, though enough have been brought to light to show 
that they have inhabited the earth from a remote period in 
geological time. Some twenty species have been discov- 
ered in the deposits of the Diluvium, ten, in the Tertiary 
strata, and one species of GrallsB, or waders, in the Weal- 
den formation. This comprehended all that was known 
of fossil birds, until, a few years since, the attention of Dr. 
Deane and Professor (now President) Hitchcock was 
drawn to the notice of the tracks of what they conceived 
to be birds in the strata of the New Red Sandstone, in the 
valley of the Connecticut. The idea that these foot-prints 
were really made by feathered tribes, at a period when this 
valley was an estuary of the sea, and when the stone in 
which they occur was soft, yielding mud, on which these 
creatures walked at low tide, was at first thought quite in- 
credible, even by those scientific geologists who had given 
full credence to the more wonderful discoveries in regard 
to the existence and history of fossil Reptiles ; and it was 
not until numerous specimens of these tracks were sent to 
the cabinets and museums of Europe, that the opinion 
was generally adopted, that they were really the impres- 
sions of the feet ot birds. Mr. Hitchcock has succeeded 
in numbering upwards of two thousands of these impres- 
sions ; and in classifying them, he has already made out 

i^Bridgewater Treatise, i. 174. 
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and described about thirty species of birds, which greatly 
varied in size, from that of a small sand piper to feathered 
bipeds larger than the African ostrich.^* 

We now come to the Mammalia, the last and highest 
dass in the animal kingdom. All the fossil animals of 
this family that have been discovered belong to strata in 
and above the Tertiary, excepting two species of Marsu- 
pials, or pouched animals, (as the kangaroo), which have 
been found as low down as in the> Oolitic group ; Irom 
which facts, it has been concluded that animals with 
pouches, in which to conceal and carry their young, were 
the first Mammals, or animals which suckle their young, 
that inhabited the face of the earth. The fossil remains of 
all the other mammalian tribes are confined to the deposits 
of the Tertiary and the Diluvium ; and it appears, upon 
investigation, that, reckoning from the Eocene period up 
to the Alluvium, or our own epoch, there is a gradual ap- 
proximation in species to those now existing, and that the 
more ancient of this class were chiefly remarkable for the 
greatness of their size, indicating a higher temperature or 
climate, even at a period no farther back than the Ter- 
tiary, than obtains at present 

The fossil remains of marine mammalia, such as the 
whale, the dolphin, the seal and walrus, occur in the Ter- 
tiary deposits, — in strata now lying considerably above 
the level of the ocean, showing what changes, in the rela- 
tions of land and water, have taken place, since the ani- 
mals of that period flourished. Of Ruminating animals, 
the most remarkable that have been discovered fossil are 
the ox, the deer, the giraffe and the camel, the remains of 
which indicate them to have been enormously large for 
animals of this class. But the most gigantic of all ani- 
mals that appear to have walked the ear^ were the Pachy^ 
dermata^ or thick-skinned animals, as the elephant, the 
mastodon, the tapir, the hyppopotamus, the rhinoceros, the 
paleotherium, the megatherium, and the dinotberium. 
Only two species of the elephant are now living, — one of 
Asia, the other of Africa. A third, much larger in size, 
and therefore called the mammothy has been found in a 

• 

18 Hitchcock's Geology, p. 153. Lyell's Travels in North America, 
i* 301. 
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fossil state, ia America, Europe and Asia. Their fossil 
teeth and tusks occur in immense quantities in the north- 
ern parts of Europe, especially in Siberia, where they 
probably found a congenial home at a period when a 
higher degree of temperature prevailed there than obtains 
at present.^' Of the mastodon, differing somewhat from 
the mammoth, seven fossil species have been discovered, 
— three in Europe, two in South America, one in the 
United States, and one in India. The skeleton of one, 
exhumed some two years since in New Jersey, measured 
twenty-two feet in length and eleven in height The Me- 
gatherium was a gigantic quadruped, which, like the mas- 
todon, is now known only by his bones. It had a head 
and neck like the sloth, while its legs resembled those of 
the armadillo and the ant-eater. Its fore-feet were a yard 
in length, and more than twelve inches wide. His feet 
terminated in gigantic claws, which Buckland supposes 
were used in digging roots for its food ; and the strength of 
the animal will be imagined, when it is added, that it 
measured five feet across its haunches, and that its spinal 
chord was a foot in diameter ! The Dinotherium is re- 
garded as having been the largest terrestrial animal which 
has ever inhabited the earth. Its remains have been 
found, in the Tertiary strata, in France, Austria and Ba- 
varia. The most striking peculiarity that has been re- 
marked in its organization, consists of two enormous tusks 
in the lower jaw, terminating downwards. As its general 
structure indicates its adaptation to the purpose of dig- 
ging, and there being evidence that it lived principally in 
the water, like the hyppopotamus, and subsisted on vege- 
tables and roots, it has been ingeniously imagined that 
these downward and inward-turning tusks were employed 
by the animal in tearing up the aquatic plants on which 
it lived, and also as an anchor for fastening itself to the 
bank of a river or bay, while he swung in the water and 
slept.^® 

17 The idea, so long entertained, that these and other remains of the 
mammoth were formerly carried from southern and tropical regions, 
and dropped where they occur, hy diluvial action, no longer re- 
ceives the credit of scientific geologists. — See PrindpUa of Geology, 
i. 136— 152. 

i^Bridgewater Treatise, L 109, 
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Of the RodentOj or Qaawers, the remains of several 

Snera have been discovered in a fossil state, such as the 
are, Mouse, Water- Rat, and Beaver. The same is true 
of the Carnivora, including the Bear, Tiger, Lion, Hyena, 
Cat, and Dog ; and it is worthy of remark, that the re- 
mains of these two classes of mammals principally occur, 
confusedly mingled together, in the gravel-beds and cav- 
erns of the Diluvium, — a stratum bearing marks, over the 
whole of Northern Europe and America, of having been 
formed by a violent rush of waters from the north, closing 
the long and tranquil reign of the Tertiary epoch. The 
fossil relics of Marsupials, which are now mainly confined 
to New Holland, and wholly to warm latitudes, are found 
in the deposits of the upper Secondary and Tertiary pe- 
riods, as far north as France and England ; thus indicat- 
ing a reduction of temperature since this class of animals 
inhabited these latter countries. But notwithstanding the 
success of geological research in restoring the fossil his- 
tory of all these classes of quadrupeds, no remains of 
Quadrumana, comprising the monkey and ape tribes, were 
brought to light, until within a few years. They have at 
length been discovered in France, England, India and 
Brazil, though not in large numbers. Several species 
have been made out, all of which, with perhaps a single 
exception, are ascribed to races now extinct Some of 
them are ascertained to have been exceedingly large, 
measuring four feet in height The remains of this class 
are found in the lower Tertiary strata, and they were 
therefore contemporaneous with the more colossal quad- 
rupeds which we have seen to have been inhabitants of 
the globe during that epoch. 

But where, it will be asked, was Man during the long 
periods into which we have penetrated, and whose chro- 
nology has been kept upon the exhumed relics we have 
described ? The answer is, he was not ! he had not yet 
been introduced upon the face of the earth. In the coun- 
sels of the Divine Mind, he existed from before the foun- 
dation of the world, but his palace was not yet ready ! 
Up to this period, all had been a series of preparation and 
developement, fitting the globe, by a benevolent succession 
of revolutions, for his residence and subsistence ; in due 
time, the divine mandate goes forth, and he appears! 
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We are obliged to ascend a step above the age of the 
Diluvium, below which we have seen the remains of so 
many forms of organic life, before we can detect any 
traces of his existence, either in the relics of his frame, or 
in the works of his hands. It is only in the superficial 
deposits of the Alluvium or Modem epoch, that his re- 
mains have been discovered, and in these deposits never 
in a fossil state, at least never in the solid materials — the 
rocky masses in which are entombed the remains of other 
races of organic beings. The fossil history of the genus 
Bamo remains to be written ; it is an order of animated 
nature which has but just commenced, as it were, its ex- 
istence. '< Man must be regarded by the geologist as a 
creature of yesterday, not merely in reference to the past 
history of the organic world, but also in relation to that 
particular state oi the animate creation of which he forms 
a part ;" is the language of the most profound living ex- 
positor of this science. " I need not dwell on the proofs of 
the low antiquity of our species, for it is not controverted 
by any experienced geologist ; indeed, the real difficulty 
consists in tracing back the signs of man's existence on 
the earth to that comparatively modern period when spe- 
cies, now his contemporaries, began gready to predom- 
inate." i» 

^^Lyell, Pntiaplta of Geology, i. 249, 282. It is worthy of notice 
how completely all attempts have failed to prove, from discovered or- 
ganic remains, that man has existed on the earth as long as the other 
beings whose remains are found in and helow the deposits of the Dilu- 
vium. Ahout half a century ago, great excitement was occasioned hy 
the discovery, in Germany, of a set of fossil hones which were thought 
to he those of a human being. Under the inspection of Cuvier, tiiey 
proved to be the relics of a large salamander. But the most remarka- 
Die case was the discovery of human skeletons in a limestone rock on 
the shores of Guadaloupe. On bein^ examined by scientific men, how- 
ever, this limestone was determined to be a hardened concretion of 
sand!, lime and shells of a very recent formation, containing the remains 
of animals at present existing in the vicinity of Guadaloupe, and is 
classed by all geologists with the Alluvial deposits. About a year 
since, much curiosity was excited by the announcement of the dis- 
covery, in one of the Western States, of the bones of a fossil human 
gionij in connection with the remains of the enormous animals of the 
Tertiary epoch, measuring upwards of thirty feet in height! On a 
scientinc examination, they have turned out to be the bones of a young 
mastodon! 
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Availing ourselves of the materials fnnilshed ns in the 
labors of the most distinguished cultivators of this new 
field of science, we have thus presented, as fully as our 
limits would permit, a view of the results which have been 
reached by geological research, in counting the strata of 
the earth, and in classifying the fossils which they are 
found to contain. That the facts and discoveries, here 
brought together, are sufficient to enable us to read the 
entire annals of the earth and of its inhabitants, is not pre- 
tended ; but no one who duly considers by what pains- 
taking labor and through what severe methods of induc- 
tion these results have been attained, will be disposed to 
treat them with neglect, much less with contempt ; while, 
to him who has joined to this knowledge a diligent study 
of the phenomena of nature, they will furnish the not in- 
credible means of restoring, by enlightened inference, tiie 
principal features in the past history of that part of the 
universe which he is permitted to inhabit. Could we 
carry ourselves back to the time of her origin, we should 
probably first meet the earth in a nebulous and perhaps 
igneous state, just beginning to rotate upon her newly- 
made axis, and accustoming herself gracefully to move in 
her appointed orbit. It is probable, too, that she remained 
unproductive for quite a long period after she began to 
dance her mazy round with her sisters of the heavens, 
owing to her immaturity and the undeveloped state of her 
productive powers. But, in due time, through the influ- 
ence of " the Spirit " that " moved upon the face of the 
deep," she brings forth : the waters, the land, the air, teem 
with myriad and joyous forms of existence. For a while, 
at least for the most part, they are more simple in their or- 
ganization, and at the same time larger in size, than those 
which appear at a later date ; yet, considering the theatre 
into which they were bom, and the objects of their being, 
all were equally perfect, each having a definite and benev- 
olent part to fulfil in the system of organic nature. On 
account of the prevalence of a higher temperature in the 
early ages, the earth was not adapted to the support of the 
more complex forms which were subsequently introduced ; 
and it was the manifest design of the Creator, without 
whom there is neither law nor purpose in the univQrsei ,by 
the introduction of difierent and successive orders of vege- 
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table and animal existence, each with a higher organiza- 
tion, as the earth and its soil became capable of yielding 
them support, gradually to prepare it for the residence, not 
only of sentient, but of intellectual and moral beings, — 
a period which it actually reached about sbc thousand 
years since, when our own race appeared upon its fair 
and fertile bosom, endued with the sublime consciousness 
of being delegated with a rightful "dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
beasts of the field, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." m. s. 



Art. XX. 
Crown of Thorns. 

The Crown of Thorns : A Token for the Sorrowinff. By Edwin A. 
Chapin. Boston : Published by A. Tompkins. 184a 

The value of this book is not to be estimated by the 
unpretending form in which it is given to the world. 
From the miniature size and the type, we presume it is 
intended to be, what it truly is, a companion to the 
author's " Hours of Communion," and like that invalua- 
ble book, it will, we doubt not, be the means of confirm- 
ing the faith and of removing the doubts of many a 
troubled and anxious heart. The precise design of the 
present work is indicated by its symbolic title. It aims to 
present the Christian view of sorrow; to open to the 
mourner's spirit the sources of consolation which are to be 
found in the Christian idea of life ; to show the influence 
of aflliction in moulding and developing religious char- 
acter ; and in the light of Christ's experience to reveal the 
truth, that the thorns which are hidden amid the elements 
of human discipline, and which wound and pierce our 
finest sensibilities, may still be woven into a spiritual 
<* Crown.'' 

▼OL. IV. 27 
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Habitually as ministers mingle with men in their sea- 
sons of grief, frequently as they are called to the service 
of consolation, it is a remarkable, and an unpleasant fact, 
diat there are ifew good books which may be profitably 
taken as companions and instructers in times of sorrow. 
Christian literature is yet very meagre, not in volumesy 
but in volumes which deserve to be called tokens for 
the sorrowing. The trouble is, that such books are not 
fresh enough, and therefore are not winning. The themes 
are old and hackneyed, the pages are heavy, and the sen- 
tences are cold with the formal language of custom and 
eant It is too apparent that, for the most part, the 
thoughts are not animated by the personal experience of 
die writer, but are dictated rather from memory, and in 
accordance with rule. And so, where we most need it, 
Christian books lack the spirit, unction and purity of the 
gospel, and in consequence become ^ weary, stale, flat and 
unprofitable.'* It is not surprising that popular theology 
has not been prolific in valuable consolatory works ; for it 
is only fi'om the inspiration of liberal Christianity that 
they can be produced. To whatever creed a man may 
have subscribed, the true theory of life which has practi- 
cal efficacy in reconciling him to the misfortunes and be- 
reavements of experience, must be founded on the doc- 
trines of God the Father, Christ the model of humanity, 
" made perfect through suflering," and a constant Provi- 
dence whose law is love. The spiritual beauty of the 
best pietistic writings of the orthodox school is generally 
marred by their faith in the Deity of Christ, while the in- 
fluence of the Saviour's life is prevented from bearing as 
an example upon the daily experience of the world by the 
same irreverent homage. And it is, therefore, to the 
heretical sects, to works like " Martyria," and " Endeavors 
after the Christian Life," and "Greenwood's Sermons," 
that we must turn for the best expressions of the spirit of 
the gospel as the comforter of humanity. 

It is sufficient praise, to say of Mr. Chapin's book that 
it deserves its title, and may justly chsiUenge a place 
among the works we have named. It is a fresh book. 
Its philosophy comes from a mind enlightened by Chris- 
tian doctrine, and from a heart mellowed by personal ac- 
quaintance with the power of the Gospel in assuaging 
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grief. Every person will be impressed, in reading it, with 
file originality of the subjects and the thoughts, and with 
the ease by which, through the author's mind, the central 
light of Christianity is thrown upon new features, and is 
made to reveal new phases in human life. The first ser- 
mon treats of the " Christian View of Sorrow," and is 
really one of the finest statements of that view we have 
ever seen. It is from the text — "A man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief," and the opening passage for the 
beauty of the conception and the calmness of the style we 
cannot forbear to quote. 

"There is one great distinction between the productions of 
Heathen and Christian art. While the first exhibits the perfection 
of physical form and of intellectual beauty, the latter expresses, 
also, the majesty of sorrow, the grandeur of endurance, the idea 
of triumph refined from agony. In all those shapes of old, there 
is nothing like the glory of the martyr, the sublimity of patience 
and resignation, the dignity of the thorn-crowned Jesus. 

It is easy to account for this. In that heathen age the soul 
had received no higher inspiration. It was only after the advent 
of Christ that men realized the greatness of sorrow and endur- 
ance. It was not until the history of the Garden, the Judgment 
Hall, and the Cross, had been developed, that genius caught no- 
bler conceptions of the beautiful. This fact is, therefore, a pow- 
erful witness to the prophecy in the text, and to the truth of 
Christianity. Christ^s personality, as delineated in the Gospels, 
is not only demonstrated by a change of dynasties, an entire new 
movement in the world, a breaking up of its ancient order ; but 
the moral ideal which now leads human action, which has wrought 
this enthusiasm, and propelled man thus strangely forward, has 
entered the subjective realities of the soul, breathed a new inspi- 
ration upon it, opened up to it a new conception — and lo! the 
statue dilates with a diviner expression, — lo! the picture wears 
a more lustrous and spiritual beauty. 

The Christ of the text, then — "A man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief" — has verily lived, for his image has been 
reflected in the minds of men, and has fastened itself there amone 
their most intimate and vivid conceptions. Sorrow, as illustratea 
in Christ's life, and as interpreted in his scheme of religion, has 
assumed a new aspect and yields a new meaning. Its garments 
of heaviness have become transfigured to robes of light, its crown 
of thorns to a diadem of glory ; and often, for some one whom 
Uie rich and joyful of this world pity — some suffering, struggling, 



830 Cfoum of Thorui. [hify^ 

overshadowed soul — comes there a voice from heaven, ^ This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.* *' 

After this introduction the author discusses the question 
of the mission of evil, and shows that while we may never 
solve completely the problem of its origin^ its uses no 
Christian can deny. 

" When we take the Christian view of life, we discover that 
not happiness merely, but virtue^ holiness^ is the great end of 
man — though happiness comes in as an inevitable consequence 
and accompaniment of this result. And in the light reflected 
from this view, evil assumes a powerful, and I may say, a most 
beautiful office. It is just as necessary for the attainment of vir- 
tue, as prosperity, or any blessing. Nay, in this aspect, it is itself 
a great blessing, and 

*^ Every cloud that spreads above 
And veileth love, itself is love." 

It is evident that, without the contact of sin and the pressure of 
temptation, there might be innocence, but not virtue. Equally 
evident does it seem that, without an acquaintance with grief, 
there would be but little of that uplifting tendency, that softening 
of the heart, and sanctifying of the affections, which fit us for the 
dissolution of our earthly ties, and for the communions of the 
spiritual world. Beautiful is this weaning efficacy of sorrow. 
By the ordinance of God, youth is made to be content with this 
outward and palpable life. The sunshine and the air, the flow of 
animal pleasures, encircled mysteriously with the guardianship of 
parents and the love of friends, are sufficient for the child. But 
as we grow in years, there springs up a dissatisfaction, a restless- 
ness, of which we may be only half conscious, and still less know 
how to cure. With some, this may subside into merely a fret- 
ful and worldly discontent ; others may heed the prophecy, and 
lay hold on a celestial hope, an immortal possession, as the only 
remedy. In this secret sense of want, which nature nor man can 
fill, they will hear already that low, divine voice — "Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." But, generally, another and more emphatic missionary is 
necessary. It is the veiled angel of sorrow, who plucks away 
one thing and another that bound us here in ease and security, 
and in the vanishing of these dear objects indicates the true home 
of our affections and our peace. Thus, by rupture and loss, we 
become weaned from earth, and the dissatisfaction and discontent 
which sorrow thus induces are as kind and providential as the 
carelessness of youth.** 
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The sermon " Consolation in Loneliness ^ is a power- 
fal exhibition of the solitary condition of man in the light 
of the duties and destiny revealed in Christianity. As a 
composition it contains many vigorous and elegant sen- 
tences, and, in its structure, suggests to the critic, a strik- 
ing peculiarity of the author's style — we mean the 
breadth of treatment which his sermons manifest. Logi* 
cal precision and patient analysis are not the character- 
istics of his method ; but rather comprehensiveness and 
largeness of view. This is the natural method of a vigor* 
ous imagination. It goes by leaps and not by steps ; it 
catches the whole outline, but does not always work up 
the details. Mr. Chapin will bring together the most 
widely scattered truths and reveal the natural attractive 
influence which his special subject has upon them, like 
the sun over his attendant planets ; but he does not always 
stop to examine carefully the orbits of his different topics, 
and may not, therefore, arrange them at times in their pre- 
cise order, but occasionally will pass, as it were, from 
Mercury to Jupiter, and from Mars to Saturn, uncon- 
scious and indifferent as to the intervening orbs. His dis- 
courses are characterized not so much by linear directness 
as by lateral breadth. More facts are presented than a 
mere res^oner would be likely to see ; but they are per^ 
ceived in a different light and are thrown upon the same 
plane, while the reasoner would dispose them more accu- 
rately, perhaps, in a logical perspective. We have sel- 
dom read sermons, indeed, which are so slightly tinged 
with the formalism and method of the pulpit as those now 
before us. Fresh, earnest and suggestive, they can bear 
the loss of that artistic symmetry which the severe critic 
loves, on account of the redeeming traits of thorough sin- 
cerity and gushing fervor which give them such an effec- 
tive charm with the popular mind. The naturalness and 
heartiness which distinguish these discourses characterize 
the arrangement also. The thoughts flow on like serious 
and earnest conversation ; the sentences seem enforced 
by the^tones of the author's voice ; and the introduction 
oi a new topic or branch of a subject frequently dependsy 
as in familiar talk, upon some apparently accidental term 
which has suggested an unpremeditated evolution of the 
central idea. This freedom from topical formality haa 

27» 
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always been to us one of the powerful cbarms of Dr. 
Dewey's style, with whose sermons, moreover, the beat 
productions of Mr. Chapin present many points of simi- 
larity. 

The Discourse on Resignation, we should say would 
be the most effective for pulpit delivery of any in the 
volume. There is great vigor of statement and many 
sharp antithetical passages and strong discriminations of 
character, which aJways arrest and hold the attention of 
an audience. As an instance of this rhetorical coloring 
and strength of diction, we have marked the following 
paragraph : — 

There is a time when " the humblest disciple of Christ may 
weep as he also wept. But let him also strive ds Christ 
strove. Let him not dash his grief in rebellious billows to the 
throne ; let not his groans arise in angry, resentful murmurs ; let 
the remembrance of what God is, and why he does, be with him, 
and let the filial, reverent trust steal in — ' Not my will, but thine 
be done.' That reference to God, that obedience to him, rising 
from the very depths of sorrow, and clung to without faltering, is 
RESIGNATION. It shall bcstow peace and victory in the end. Oh ! 
how different from that sullen fatalism that lets things come as 
they will. To such a soul things do come as they will, and it 
hardens under them — they do come as they will, but it sees not, 
cares not, why they come. No thought goes up* beyond the cloud 
to God, — no strength is born that shall make life's trials lighter, 
— no love and faith that will seek the Father's hand in the dark- 
est hour, and shed a serene, enduring light over the thorny path 
of affliction, and upon the bosom of the grave. Look at these 
two. Outwardly, their calmness may be the same. Nay, the 
one may evince emotion and tears, while the other shall stand 
rigid in the hour of calamity, with a bitter smile, or a frown of 
endurance. But in the one is strength, in the other rigidity ; in 
the one is power to triumph over sorrow, in the other only ner- 
vous capacity to resist it. The one is man hardened to indiffer- 
ence, sullen because of irreligion, upon whom some sorrow will 
one day fall that will peel him to the quick, and he will not know 
where to flee for healing. The other is man contending against 
evil, yet not against God, — man with all the tenderness and 
strength of his nature, impressible yet unconquerable, walking 
with feet that bleed among the wounding thorns, and a heart that 
shrinks from the heavy woe, yet, all lacerated as he is, able to 
walk through, because he holds by the hand of Onmipoteoce. 



1847.] Oraum of Thams. 323 

The one is the unbending tree, peeled by the lightning and 
stripped by the north wind, lifting its gored and gnarled head in 
sullen defiance to the storm, which, when the stornn does over- 
come it, shall be broken. The other is rooted in strength, and 
meets the rushing blast with a lofty front. But as 4t smiles in 
sunshine, so it bends in stoi*m,* trustful and obedient, yet firm 
and brave, and nothing shall overcome it.^' 

To a bereaved and spiritual mind we can easily con- 
ceive that the sermon on " Our Relations to the Departed " 
will be peculiarly dear. There is a vein of sober and 
Christian speculation in it which suggests the most con- 
soling views in regard to the dead, and which affliction, if 
it does not convince the head of their soundness, always 
prompts the heart to entertain and cherish. " The mission 
of little children," too, besides the interest which personal 
bereavement has infused into it, deserves, we think, the 
praise of being the most complete and rounded discourse 
which the author ever published. But with our strong 
attachment to these discourses, and the ready confession 
of their pre-eminence in particular points, our favorite, on 
the whole, is the first, on the "Christian view of Sorrow." 
And on one trait which, however, does not distinguish 
this from other sermons in the work, we would confer the 
heartiest commendation ; we mean the prominence given 
to the life and character of Christ as the best channel and 
fullest expression of our religion. Throughout the work 
we find manifestations of that entire reverence for the Sa- 
viour, and that constant appeal to his experience, which at- 
test sufficiently the author's acquaintance with the source 
and heart of the power of the gospel. From whatever 
point we view it, Christ is the centre of Christianity; the 
relation of discipleship to him as the purest manifestation 
of religious life, constitutes, w^ believe, the true theory of 
Christian fellowship and union ; the influence of his spirit 
touches humanity on every side ; and as an argument for 
the divinity of the gospel, or as an aid in attaining its 
ideal of life, the Saviour's history, and the assistance of his 
personal experience are almost invaluable.^ Nolhing 
would be more efficient in quickening the spiritual Jife of 
Christendom, or in healing the dissensions of the Church, 
than a just appreciation of the office of the personal Re- 



324 Grown of Thams. [July, 

deemer, and therefore books like this of Mr. Chapin, are 
calculated to fulfil a doubly beneficial mission by awaken- 
ing Christians, in connection with their primary view, to 
a proper estimate of our dependence on the Saviour's life. 
We cannot close this hasty notice of " The Crown of 
Thorns," without a word upon the style of the composi- 
tion. It is decidedly superior, as a literary production, to 
any volume which the auihor has published hitherto. 
There is more repose in the style, more compactness in 
the sentences, greater precision of language, and a muscu- 
lar energy of expression, which characterize the practised 
and cultivated writer. The vigor of Mr. Chopin's imagi- 
nation is suggested by every page, but it is held in check 
by his reason ; and w^e have not noticed a single instance 
where it has been betrayed into any insubordination to the 
subject under discussion. There is not, we believe, one 
flowery passage in the book. The luxuriance of the au- 
thor's fancy manifests itself not so much in rhetorical pas- 
sages, and highly wrought imagery, as formerly, but in 
richness of statement and freshness of thought. He uses 
his poetic power not so often to adorn, but more fre- 
quently to vivify his page. His present style is marked 
by less violence of passion and more depth of feeling ; 
less turbulence and more power ; a less frequent effusion 
of sparks, but a glowing and fusing mental heat. In his 
earlier productions we see the stormy strength of an imag- 
ination, at times a little lawless in its play, like the ocean 
in a tempest, while now, under the more equal and se- 
rener light of his reason, it has less billowy foam but more 
of the calm ground-swell of the peaceful sea. It is rarely 
that we meet with a finer statement of a truth in published 
discourses, than the following passage from the sermon, 
" Our Relations to the Uep^arted :" 

"A great peculiarity of the Christian religion, is its transform-' 
ing or transmuting power. I speak not now of the regeneration 
which it accomplishes in the individual soul, hut of the change 
which it works upon things without. It applies the touchstone to 
every fact of existence, and exposes its real value. Looking 
through the lens of spiritual observation, it throws the realities of 
life into a reverse perspective from that which is seen by the sen- 
sual eye. Objects which the world calls great it renders insignif- 
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leant, and makes near and prominent, things which the frivolous 
put far off. Thus the Christian, among other men, often appenrs 
anomalous. Of\en, amidst the congratulations of the world, he 
detects reason for mourning and is penetrated with sorrow. On 
the contrary, where others shrink, he walks undaunted, and con* 
verts tiie scene of dread and suffering into an ante-chamber of 
heaven. In this light, the apostle Paul speaks of himself and 
others, 'As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich ; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.* 
Indeed, all the beatitudes are based upon this peculiarity ; for the 
true blessing, the inward everlasting riches, are for those who, in 
the world's eye, are poor, and mourning, and persecuted. Jesus 
himself weeps amid triumphant palms and sounding hosannaSf 
while on the cross he utters the prayer of forgiveness and the 
ejaculation of peace. 

No wonder, then, that the believer views the ghastliest fact of 
all, in a consoling and even a beautiful aspect ; and death itself 
becomes but sleep. Well was that trait of our religion which I 
have now suggested illustrated at the bed-side of Jairus-'s dauglv- 
ter. Well did that noisy, lamenting group represent the tcorldh 
who read only the material fact, or that flippant scepticism which 
laughs all supernatural truth to scorn. And well did Jesus rep- 
resent the spirit of his doctrine, and its transforming power, when 
he exclaimed, ' She is not dead, but sleepeth.* 

Yes ! beautifully has Christianity transformed death. To the 
eye of flesh it was the final direction of our fate — the consum- 
mate riddle in this mystery of being — the wreck of all our 
hopes — 

^ The simple senses crowned his head, 

Ome^a ! tnou art Lord, they said ; 

We find no motion in the dead." 

Ever, though with higher desires and better gleamings, the 
mind has struggled and sunk before the fact of decay, and this 
awful silence of nature ; while in the waning light of the soul, 
and among the ashes of the sepulchre, scepticism has built its 
dreary negation. And though no mother could lay down her 
child without taking hints which God gave her from every little 
flower that sprung on that grassy bed — though the inexbausted 
intellect has reasoned that we ought to live again, and the aflec* 
tions, more oracular, swelling with the nature of their great 
source, have prophesied that we shall ; never, until the revela- 
tion of Christ descended into our souls, and illuminated all our 
spiritual vision, have we been able to say certainly of death, it is 
a sleep. This has made its outward semblance not that of cessa^ 
tion^ but of progression — not an em2, but a change — converting 
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its rocky couch to a birth-chamber, overcasting its shadows with 
beams of eternal morning, while behind its cold unconsciousness 
the unseen spirit broods into higher life. * He fell asleep^ says 
the sacred chronicler, speaking of bloody Stephen, ^ Our friend 
Lazarus sleepethy said Christ to his disciples — and yet again, as 
here in the text, the beautisul synonyme is repeated, *• She is not 
dead, but sleepeth.^ ^' 

While this improvement in the tone of Mr. Chapin's 
writings is very grateful to a critical taste, it is still more 
pleasant from the fact that it is connected with spiritual 
growth. Compared with former sermons of the author, 
this volume shows more spiritual insight, a deeper and 
more intimate acquaintance with the soal, and the finer 
provisions for its life contained in Christianity. If we 
may venture a judgment as to the influences that have 
moulded and directed his feelings and thought, we should 
say they were books like " Martyria," and the writings of 
Martineau ; and that while their healthy spiritualism have 
harmonized with, satisfied, and strengthened his own view 
of the gospel, the mellow purity of the one, and the deeply 
shaded, ethical grandeur of the other, have united to edu- 
cate his taste, and to give the chastened glow and earnest 
energy which now characterize his composition. Most 
heartily, then, would we recommend this little volume, 
and express our conviction that the Universalist public 
owe a debt of gratitude to its author for the influence 
which all his published writings have exercised in direct- 
ing attention from doctrinal disputes to those spiritual ele- 
ments of ChristiaHity, a practical' interest in which alone 
will give life and vigor to a sect, or peace and happiness 
to the individual som. t. s. k. 
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Art. XXL 
Literary Notices. 

1. Genera] History of the Christian Religion and Church : from the 
German of Dr. Augustus Neander. Translated from the Second and 
Improved Edition. By Joseph Torrey, Professor of Moral and Intellec- 
tual Philosophy in the University of Vermont, &c. &c. Volume the 
First, comprising the First Great Division of the History. Boston: 
Published by Crocker & Brewster. London: Wiley & Putnam. 
1847. Royal 8vo. pp. xxiii. 740. 

When we gave a notice, three years ago, of the American 
edition of Rose's Neander, we added, " It is said that Professor 
Torrey, of Burlington, Vt., is preparing, or has already prepared, 
a new translation, which, in many respects, excels that of Rose." 
This work has at length appeared, and it fully realizes all that was 
expected of it. The original is in the most untranslateable style 
of German ; the sentences long, involved, and, though vigorous, 
winding through a complicate series of thoughts, with their vari- 
ous modifications. But Professor Torrey has succeeded to render 
the whole into good English, with a precision that surprises us, 
and with an ease that makes us forget the difficulties of the orig- 
inal. Were we to select the best example we are acquainted 
with, of mastery over intractable German prose, we think we 
should fix on this. No one can compare it with Rose's version 
without perceiving its great superiority in clearness and point. 

As we formerly gave our views of the general character of 
Neander's History, it only remains for us, at» present, to mention, 
that this translation is made from a recent and much enlarged 
edition of the original ; and that the second volume will soon ap- 
pear. We confidently recommend it to all such as are prepared 
to use it, by a sufficient study of the elements of ecclesiastical 
history. When the translation shall have been completed, we 
hope to have an opportunity of speaking more at large on the 
merits of the work. 

2. A Blind Man^s Offering: by B. R Bowen, &c. &c. Boston: 
Published by the Author. 1847. 8vo. pp.432. 

A book by a blind man ! He will not thank us, however, for 
that note of admiration ; for he tells us, in his preface, that 
**• those who are acquainted with the extent to which the blind ore 
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now educated, will have no difficulty in conceiving that one, with- 
out the aid of sight, could write a better work than this claims to 
be." It is, nevertheless, a creditable production, even if we lay 
out of our estimate the disadvantages under which it must have 
been composed. Several of the essays, of which it consists, treat 
of the blind, of their experience, peculiar character, and educa- 
tion, and of remarkable persons who have belonged to that class. 
One of these articles, that on the celebrated Sanderson, may be 
found in our No. for last January, and may be regarded as a fa- 
vorable specimen of the author's work. 

3. Review of the Life and Writings of M. Hale Smithy with a Vin- 
dication of the Moral Tendency of Universalism, and the Moral Chai- 
acter of Universalists. By L. C. Browne, ^c.^c. Boston; Published 
by A. Tompkins. 1847. 12mo. pp.360. 

Whatever we may think as to the need of a defence against 
the Rev. Mr. Smith's representations, no one can deny that the 
work has been very thoroughly done in the book of which we 
have given the title. It is executed, too, in a style of moderation^ 
that we hardly looked for in a review of such a "Life and Writ- 
ings." Mr. Smith is an anomaly in the moral kingdom, and 
therefore a proper subject of study for those who are curious in 
their observation of human character. To all such we may re- 
commend this Review, as pourtraying one of the most remark- 
able specimens that can perhaps be found. From our acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Browne, as well as from our knowledge of manv 
of the facts he has reported, and from the documents with which 
other facts are sustained, we believe that all the material state- 
ments may be fully relied on. 
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Restoration, , ^. 

'I • > i- ■ ^ ' .^ * 

'' And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a iMttrsbeuTd cast 
seed into the ground ; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the 
seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full com in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately 
he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." Mark, iv. 
26—29. 

It seems plain tliat our Saviour intended, in these 
words, to illustrate the gradual and imperceptible growth 
of his religion in the heart of man. Seed cast into the 
earth does not vegetate and come to maturity in a mo- 
ment It requires time, favorable influences and suitable 
culture, to bring it to perfection. The husbandman, 
whether he rise by night or by day, witnesses the growth 
of his grain, but knows nothing of the process. Still he 
perceives that the plant is gradual in its growth. The 
tender blade is first seen shooting up from the earth. At 
length the ear is formed upon the stalk. And, last of all, 
the full swelling grain is ripened in the ear, and the time 
of harvest comes. 

Thus it is with the progress of divine truth in the 
human soul. A man is not made perfect in Christian 
knowledge and righteousness in a moment. The apostles 
of Jesus, though true believers as far as they had been 
taught, prayed, " Lord, increase our faith." * And St. 
Peter exhorted his brethren to " grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ."* 
These passages, and a great many more of like meaning 
that occur in the Scriptures, manifestly show that the 
Christian's course is progressive ; and they also teach us 
the importance of nourishing and cultivating all the graces 
and virtues that belong to the Christian character. 

Nothing could be more absurd than the notion that a 
man is, all at once, by a sudden and mysterious influence, 

1 Luke xviL 5. 23 Peter iiL 18. 
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made perfect in Christian knowledge and righteousness. 
As well might we expect to see the whole process of 
vegetation, from the first sprouting of the seed in the earth 
to the full corn ripened in the ear, accomplished in a mo- 
ment. We do not doubt that Saul of Tarsus was in- 
stantly and miraculously converted. But the age of 
miracles is past; and in these days we need look for no 
other genuine conversions, than such as result from the 
gradual acquisition of Christian knowledge, and the 
growth of Christian righteousness in the heart and life. 
Some good resolution, it is true, may be formed in a mo- 
ment, and a man may instantly abandon all his more 
vicious habits of life. But to know anything of the gospel, 
requires some continued mental exertion ; and to bring 
forth any of its excellet fruits, patient labor and diligent 
culture are indispensable. And hence the declaration of 
our Saviour, with reference to the ministry of his truth in 
the heart of man, " First the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear." 

These considerations exhibit a principle that may be of 
service in correcting certain mistakes touching the doctrine 
of Restoration. When we look abroad upon the works 
of creation, we perceive that so far as we are capable of 
understanding them, they all bear the marks of progres- 
sion. And instead of rising at once to the perfection of 
their nature, and then falling away into a low and miser- 
able condition, from which they need to be recovered or 
restored, they start from apparently small beginnings, and 
steadily advance towards the accomplishment of that 
Divine pleasure for which all things were created ! The 
work of creation itself was not completed in an instant 
The great mass of matter was at first a confused and shape- 
less void, and darkness covered the face of the deep. Next 
we find that the spirit of God brooded over the chaotic 
heap, and in process of time shed upon the profound gloom 
the cheerful light of day. The first productions of the earth 
were herbs and grass. Afterwards the waters moved 
with living creatures. Then beasts and creeping things 
appeared upon the earth. And last of all, in the order of 
progression, man, the great and finishing work of the 
whole, was moulded into form and inspired with life. 

The same common law is still at work, pervading every 
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department of creation of which we have any knowledge. 
Not only does seed cast into the earth first exhibit the 
tender blade, and afterward the ear, and last of all the full 
corn in the ear ; but the same is true of the beginning and 
growth and maturity of animal life. Every living crea- 
ture has its infancy, and unless cut off by untimely death, 
passes through various stages of progression until the ma- 
turity of life is attained; when, agreeably to a law that 
governs all earthly things, it begins to decay, and at last 
dies. And the natural growth of everything gives an in- 
crease of power, beauty and excellence ; thus showing that 
onward is the order of nature, and that progression is 
written upon everything. 

Many creatures, known to us all, pass through various 
stages of existence. One of the most familiar, and at the 
same time one of the most appropriate illustrations of this 
fact, is exhibited in the butterfly. The eggs of this insect 
at first produce mere grubs or caterpillars, such as we 
firequently see in great numbers devastating the foliage 
of shrubs and trees. The grubs next pass into an in- 
sensible state, called the chrysalis, in which they continue 
for a time, having neither legs, wings nor motion. At 
length the case is burst open, and the disgusting caterpillar 
is changed into the gorgeous butterfly, that gaily sports in 
the sunbeams and sips the nectar of flowers. The law of 
progression is here strikingly exhibited. And we cannot 
wonder that poets have made the change from the chrysa- 
lis into butterfly typical of man's last great change from 
death and corruption into life and immortality. 

The succeeding stage of existence, it may be well to 
remark, is never inferior, but always superior to the first. 
The blade rising from the seed shows a state of advance- 
ment : the ear formed upon the stalk developes something 
still more excellent, and exhibits a higher stage of progres- 
sion ; and the full corn in the ear presents to our view the 
perfection of the plant. The caterpillar marks a great ad- 
vancement from the egg out of which it springs ; and the 
chrysalis is a mere state of preparation, from which the 
same creature at length rises to the perfection of life, and 
exhibits all its glories and beauties. Nothing goes back- 
ward in passing from one state of existence into another. 
Progress is the order which God has established. And 
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we shall yet attempt to show that the gospel teaches, in 
regard to man, just what nature teaches concerning all 
things else ; thus exhibiting the perfect consistency between 
the teachings of nature and the instructions of revelation. 

It would be useless to mark the progress of raan in his 
earthly existence, from infancy to youth, and from youth 
to the maturity of life. We are subject in this respect to 
the same common law that governs the growth of vegeta- 
tion, and marks the gradual progress of all animal exist- 
ence. But in view of the universal law of which we 
speak, let us endeavor to contemplate man in the two 
estates for which his Creator at first intended him; 
namely, the earthly, in which we now exist, and the 
heavenly, in which we hope hereafter to live. The 
apostle Paul, in speaking on this subject, says, " The first 
man Adam was made a living soul ; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit Howbeit, that was not first, 
which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward 
that which is spiritual." ^ And this order is not only in 
harmony with the declarations of our Saviour, at the head 
of this article, but it is also perfectly analogous to all that 
we see and know of the doings of the Almighty. 

The first man, or man in his first estate, was made sub- 
ject to vanity ; and was intended in this world to be the 
creature of hope, and to live in the expectation of enjoy- 
ing another and a better life beyond death. True, it has 
been supposed that the first man of our race was created 
immortal, and perfect in holiness and happiness ; but that 
he became mortal, corrupt and miserable, by reason of sin. 
And as a consequence resulting from this strange supposi- 
tion, it has been thought that the salvation promised in 
the gospel will be a restoration, or a replacing of man in 
his original state, though in another world. This view gf 
the subject, the reader must perceive, entirely reverses the 
order of things, and represents, if we may refer again to 
the figure used by our Lord, that " the full corn in the 
ear " is first produced ; and afterward the ear appears, and 
then the blade comes, — and then by a backward move- 
ment the process is carried up from the simple blade until 
the full corn is produced again as in the beginning ! So 

31 Cor. zv. 45, 46. 
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that the whole round of operations results just where it 
began ! And this supposition also takes the ground that 
** the first Adam" was fully equal in his original estate to 
the last Adam, even the quickening spirit ; and it leads to 
the conclusion that to be made alive in Christ, is to go 
back and be made alive in Adam, as Adam lived when 
he was first created ! 

Tacitusy the Roman historian, says, " In the early ages 
of the world, men led a life of innocence and simplicity. 
Free from irregular passions, they knew no corruption of 
manners ; and void of guilt, they had no need of laws. 
In the natural emotions of the heart they found incite- 
ments to virtue, and rewards were unnecessary. Having 
no inordinate desires, they coveted nothing, and pains and 
penalties were unknown." * This is indeed a beautiful 
picture. But fancy and fact are not always found in the 
most perfect harmony. And on this pleasant passage the 
translator of Tacitus has been captious enough to say, " It 
may be niade a question, whether a period of pure simpli- 
city and innocence ever existed. Seneca expatiates in 
praise of those times, Epist. xc, and the poets have been 
lavish in their description of the golden age ; but the 
history of mankind has no proofs of the fact. An ingeni- 
ous writer says, " Who were those men who lived in so 
much innocence ? The first man who was born into the 
world, killed the second. When did the times of simplicity 
begin ?^^ All this is but a form of the doctrine which 
teaches that man was at first created in the full perfection 
and glory of his spiritual nature, and that he now needs to 
be restored to his primeval estate. 

Bat all such confusion disappears in a moment when 
we turn away from the mere vagaries of worldly wisdom, 
and consider the subject in the light of reason and of reve- 
lation. It certainly seems unreasonable, as well as 
opposed to all analogy, to suppose that a creature destined 
to exist in two distinct* states of being, should be made 
perfect at first, with every power and capacity fully de- 
veloped; and afterward brought back and restored to the 
original state, by being introduced into a second state of 
being ! And surely the Scriptures teach nothing of the 

4 Annak, Book iiL § xxvL 
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kind, but the reverse. They declare that man was made 
subject to vanity, as the creature of hope ; but hope never 
looks backward I They tell us nothing about the original 
holiness, perfection and immortality of the first Adam. 
And instead of representing that our final condition in the 
spiritual world will be a state of restoration^ or a return to 
some former condition, they plainly show us that it will 
be a state of advancement and progression, x 

The reader will please notice another declaration of the 
apostle Paul : — " And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly"^ — 
that is, as we now exist in the nature of the first man, who 
was made of the dust of the ground, and created with a 
mortal constitution, we shall also live hereafter in the 
spiritual nature of ihe second man, our vile body being 
changed by the resurrection, and " fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto himself." ^ No inti- 
mation is given that the first Adam was created in the 
spiritual nature and immortal constitution of the second 
man ; that he lost his original nature by sin ; and that to 
be made alive in Christ beyond death will be a restoration 
to the state in which Adam at first existed! But the 
Scriptures plainly show us that our condition in the resur- 
rection, so far from being a state of restoration, will in fact 
be a state of the highest advancement And instead of 
looking backward and expecting to be restored to a former 
estate, we should look forward to the time when man 
shall have advanced to his high and holy destiny as the 
child of God ! Jesus has assured us that the subjects of 
the resurrection shall be equal unto the angels. Man will 
attain this equality with pure and spiritual existences in 
heaven, not by a retrogade movement, but according to 
the law of progress, in passing from that inferior state of 
existence in which he was created, into the higher, holy 
and heavenly life brought to light through the gospel! 

But the reader may be ready to ask, does not the writer, 
in view of the final destiny of the human race, believe in 
universal restoration^ a doctrine of which Universalists 
have so much to say ? He answers, No, nor even in par' 

5 1 Cor. XV. 49. 6 Philippians ill 21. 
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tial restoration. If we have any correct understanding of 
the word restoration, it signifies " the act of replacing in a 
former state" — and such, we believe, is the meaning which 
this word is commonly understood to express. And sure- 
ly we do not believe that the whole creation will be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious lib- 
erty of the children of God, by being replaced in any 
former state. Such a notion stands utterly opposed alike 
to reason, analogy, and the word of God. It is indeed a 
mere conception of the imagination; and though very 
clearly set forth in Milton's Paradise Lost, and Par^ise 
Regained, it entirely lacks the warrant of Scripture au- 
thority. And the reader will understand that it is not the 
mere wordy restoration, to which we object, but the very 
iclea expressed by this word. This idea has been very 
generally received in the Christian Church, not excepting 
our own denomination. 

Dr. Good, in speaking on the subject of Materialism, 
says, " There seems a strange propensity among mankind, 
and it may be traced to a very early period of the world, 
to look upon matter with contempt. The source of this 
has never, that 1 know of, been pointed out ; but it will 
probably be found to have originated in the old philosophi- 
cal doctrine we had formerly occasion to advert to, that 
"nothing can spring from, or be decomposed into 
nothing ;" and, consequently, that matter must have had a 
necessary and independent existence from all eternity ; and 
have been an immutable Principle of Evil, running co- 
eval with the immutable Principle of Good ; who, in work- 
ing upon it, had to contend with all its essential defects, 
and has made the best of it in his power. But the moment 
we admit that matter is a creature of the Deity himself, 
that he has produced it in his essential benevolence, out 
of nothing, as an express medium of life and happiness ; 
that in its origin, he pronounced it, under every modifica- 
tion, to be "very good;" that the human body, though 
composed of it, was at that time perfect and incorruptible, 
and will hereafter recover the same attributes of perfection 
and incorruptibility, when it shall again rise up fresh from 
the grave, — contempt and despisal must give way to 
reverence and gratitude." ^ 

7 Series iii., Lecture 1. 
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Here the reader will perceive that the doctrine of restor- 
ation, or the notion of man's recovery of his original " attri- 
butes of perfection and incorruptibility," is made the 
grand solvent of the mysteries of Materialism ! And Dr. 
Adam Clarke has been merciful enough to suppose that 
even the brute creation will be restored in common with 
man ; yea, that all brutes will be restored, while many 
men will be lost. (How much better is a sheep than a 
man !) For he not only says, " Thou hast lost thy God, 
thy paradise, thy soul, — look about thee, leave no stone 
unturned ; — there is no peace, no final salvation for thee 
till thou get thy soul restored to the favor and image of 
God ;" ® but he also says, " It does not appear that the 
brute creation are incapable of this choice ; and it is evi- 
dent that they are not placed in their present misery 
through either their choice or their sin ; and if no purpose 
of God can be ultimately frustrated, these creatures must 
be restored to that state of happiness for which they have 
been made ; and of which they have been deprived 
through the transgression of man Hence it is reason- 
able to conclude, that as from the present constitution of 
thingSj'they cannot have the happiness designed for them, in 
this stale, they must have it in another."® But the merciful 
doctor could not say as much of man. {''Pain is for 
man.^*) He says in the notes referred to, " God has de- 
creed that they shall be happy, if they will ; all the means 
of it being placed within their power ; and, if they be 
ultimately miserable, it is the effect of their own uncon- 
strained choice; — therefore his purpose is fulfilled, either 
in their happiness or misery ; because he has purposed 
that they shall be happy if they please^ and that misery 
shall be the result of their refusal." Behold again how 
much happier a sheep is than a man ! Oh! that toe were 
sheep! We can go astray like sheep ^® — but, alas! 
we cannot be so easily and certainly restored again ! 

The reader need not be informed that even the preach- 
ers of our own faith have attempted to prove their doctrine 
by referring to Acts iii. 21, which declares that the heaven 
must receive or retain Jesus Christ, " until the times of 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.*' 

^ Note on Matt viL 7. ^ See Notes at the end of Rom. viiL 
i« Isaiah liiL a 
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We have, however, seized upon many words without 
much judgment ; and in our talk about the doctrine of the 
Restitution, we have put forth some very questionable 
proofs. But without attempting anything like a thorough 
examination of this passage, we think it may well be 
doubted, 1st, Whether it has any direct reference to the 
final destiny of the human race ; and 2d, If it has such 
reference, whether it actually means what the word restore 
cUion properly signifes ; that is, that man will be brought 
back to a former condition. For speaking of John the 
Baptist, who came in the spirit and power of Elias, our 
Saviour said, " Elias truly shall first come, and restore all 
things. But I say unto you^ that Elias is come already, 
and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatso- 
ever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer 
of them." ^^ Now here we find the same expression that is 
rendered "restitution of all things" in Acts iii. Dod- 
dridge renders the passage in Matt., "sAa// Jirsi come and 
regelate all things^^^ and the one in Acts, " times of the 
regulations of all thingsJ^ And he adds, in regard to the 
passage last named, " This apokatastasis may so well be 
explained of regulating the present disorders in the moral 
world, and the seeming inequalities of providential dispen- 
sations, that it is surprising to find Dr. Thomas Bur- 
net, Mr. Whiston and other learned writers, urging it 
for such a restoration of the paradisiacal state of the earth 
as they on their different hypotheses have ventured to as- 
sert, without any clear warrant from Scripture, and amidst 
a thousand difficulties which clog our conceptions of it" 
And the Rev. Albert Barnes also says of the word in 
question, " The word has also the idea of consumma' 
tiorij completion^ or filling up. Thus it is used in Philo, 
Hesychius, Phavorinus, and by the Greek classics. (See 
Lightfoot and Kuinoel.) Thus it is used here by the 
Syriac. ' Until the completion or filling vp of the times;' 
that is, of all the events foretold by the prophets, &c. 
Thus the Arabic, ' Until the times which shall establish the 
perfection or completion of all the predictions of the 
prophets,' &c." 

Now the idea of regulating all things, or of completing 

11 Matt xviL 11, 12. 



338 The Present InequalUies of Life [Oct^ 

and accomplishing all that the prophets have spoken, does 
not necessarily imply the return to a former state. Bat it 
is perfectly consistent with the doctrine of progression for 
which we contend ; which all nature teaches, and which 
the word of God has most fully sanctioned. We are well 
satisfied that the notion of a final restoration of man is 
altogether without foundation in truth. But we rejoice to 
believe that in the great order of progression which God 
has established in his works, the vast race of humanity, 
who here bear the weak and corruptible nature of Adam, 
will be made alive in the resurrection-state, in the spiritual, 
glorious and heavenly nature of Jesus Christ ! 

We do not fear that any man in passing from the pre- 
sent into the future state of existence, will fall back into a 
worse condition than that in which we now live. The 
future state will be a state of advancement ; and, what is 
true even of the insect, that developes new powers and 
beauties in passing through its successive stages of being, 
is alike true in regard to man. In the present state of ex- 
istence man is sinful, suiTering and mortal; in the future 
state he will be pure and holy as the angels in heaven, 
and will be alike immortal and the child of God, being' the 
subject of the resurrection.' And although we know 
nothing of the times and the seasons which the Father 
hath put in his own power, and pretend not to determine 
when all the purposes of divine wisdom and benevolence 
shall be accomplished, we devoutly bless the name of the 
Lord that we are permitted to believe without a doubt that 
the time will come w^hen every man shall truly and joy- 
fully say, " In the Lord have 1 righteousness and strength.'^ 

A* Ma 
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The Present Inequalities of Life consistent with a Present 

Retribution, 

In this article we propose to explain some difficulties, 
connected with the doctrine of a present retribution, 
furnished by the apparently unequal condition of mankind 
in this world. 



1847.] Ckmnstent wUh a Present RetrUmtion. 339 

The good and evU of this life, it is said, are not meted 
out with much reference to human desert The wicked and 
depraved seem to revel in enjoyments, while the virtuous 
and good are deprived of the common comforts of life ; 
and in many cases of crime, the largest portion of the 
attendant evil falls upon the innocent and unoffending. 
A brutal husband is the occasion of lasting misery to an 
innocent wife. An unnatural father abuses his unoffend- 
ing offspring. The rich knave oppresses the poor and 
wrenches from the hand of want the only means of sub- 
sistence, while he himself revels in abundance and enjoys 
every temporal good. If we compare the pious members 
of the Church with the irreligious and profane men of the 
world, the latter seem to be the more prosperous and 
happy of the two. It not unfrequently occurs, also, that 
some of the basest criminals escape from justice, while 
others are arrested and made to sufi'er the full rigor of the 
law. These and similar cases (and the world is full of 
them) go to show that a just retribution does not take 
place in this world. 

. This is the language of the objector to our faith, and it 
is worthy of respectful attention on our part. The follow- 
ing considerations will serve to remove the difficulties 
which are here presented. 

1. Many of the outward temporal blessings of life, and 
much of its evil, proceed from other causes than the merit 
or demerit of human character. With the present con- 
stitution of man, and of the world in which we live, a 
diversity in natursd endowments and a variety of human 
condition are necessary. That outward temporal good 
should be modified to suit the respective merits of men, is 
obviously no part of God's design. It was never intended 
that men should be rich or poor, wise or foolish, well 
favored or deformed, sick or well, promoted to places of 
honor or left in private life, according to their merit or de- 
merit. These things may depend, to some extent, upon 
character, but they are mainly to be referred to another 
cause, and are to be explained on other grounds than that 
of reward and punishment. And whatever difficulties be- 
long to this subject, no theory of reward and punishment 
is adequate to explain them. The objector requires of us 
more than he would be willing to take upon himself — 
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more than he or any one else is able to perform, when he 
demands the reason why the present diversity exists upon 
any system of retribution, either our own or his. No one 
will deny that men, of equally good characters, are found 
in outward conditions that are very dissimilar. That they 
must be equally wise, honored, healthy or prosperous, no 
one supposes necessary to a just retribution. And if this is 
the case with good men, may not a similar diversity exist 
with bad men, and with all men, and the principles of a 
just retribution still remain unimpaired ? 

The only way to make these diversities a part of retri- 
bution is to suppose that the more highly favored men are 
in this world, they will be the less so in eternity, to adjust 
the balance of desert, when they are equally good or bad 
in this life. Is any one willing to adopt this theory ? Is 
the good Christian who is born with superior natural 
faculties to degenerate when he enters the spiritual world ; 
and his neighbor who is as good and no better than him- ^ 
self, to arise up at once to a higher degree of intellect, 
because he has been destitute of it in this state of exist- 
ence ? Are the rich, the robust, the men of renown, tp 
forfeit by their present advantages some portion of the 
bliss of heaven ; and the poor, the feeble, and the un- 
honored, to occupy a higher seat on this account ? No 
one, I presume, will be willing to adopt this theory ; and 
yet it is the only one that will enable us to reconcile the 
present diversity in the gifts of fortune with a just retribu- 
tion, allowing such diversity to constitute a part of the 
system of reward and punishment. If all the outward 
blessings of life, and all its calamities are embraced in this 
system, they must somewhere be " worked in" to adjust 
the balance of merit and demerit. 

The truth is, they do not belong to this department of 
the divine administration, and cannot be explained on 
such grounds. God has wise and benevolent designs to 
accomplish by the present arrangement, but it is plainly 
no part of his intention to make all this world's goods or 
misfortunes to square with the merit or demerit of his 
creatures. 

2. It is generally conceded that the amount of human 
happiness does not depend on outward circumstances. AH 
admit that the rich man may be very miserable, and the poor 
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man be very happy — that the same is true in respect to 
other conditions. But though this is admitted, it is re- 
markably strange, that in arguing against us the inequali- 
ties of life, this plain truth is commonly left out of the 
account. On the contrary, it is usually assumed that the 
unprincipled miser is as much happier as he is richer than 
the honest poor man. It is assumed that the man who is 
highly prospered in business, and the man who is subject 
to repeated disappointments and misfortunes, are as wide 
apart in point of happiness, as they are in worldly success. 
This is wrong. What is universally acknowledged as 
true, prejudice and theory aside, ought not to be denied, 
in order to oppose Universalism ; and on the other hand, 
what no one believes, ought not to be assumed as true, 
though it be to accomplish an object so worthy of one's 
zeal and perseverence. 

We do not pretend that all men are alike happy, what- 
ever their outward condition — neither do we believe that, 
including their outward condition, they are happy in pro- 
portion to their deserts. It is no doubt otherwise to some 
extent ; and it is wise and benevolent that it is so ; but 
there is not that difference which external signs would in- 
dicate. Wealth has its cares, and talent has its diffi- 
culties, and health its toil and conflicts; and poverty, 
ignorance, and sickness are not without their advantages. 
It is the temper of mind with which the one condition is 
enjoyed, and the other suffered, that has the principal 
agency in determining the amount of happiness on either 
hand. If base and unholy passions are indulged and 
wicked designs are cherished, misery is the certain and 
unavoidable result ; and no degree of wealth or temporal 
prosperity can hinder or prevent it. And the man whose 
heart is pure, and whose conscience does not condenm 
him, has a source of enjoyment within that no earthly 
changes can disturb. 

3. Another consideration that may be of service in re- 
moving the difficulties of our subject, is, that we may be 
deceived as to the true character of our fellow beings. 
We look at those whom we have been in the habit of re- 
garding as the best of men ; and notwithstanding their 
goodness, they are more or less unhappy ; while, on the 
other hand, those who are apparently less deserving, en- 
voL. IV. 29 
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joy a high degree of prosperity. This appears to us to 
conflict with the principles of justice. It may however 
be nothing but appearance. There may be strict justice 
in this afterr all. Those we regard as eminently good, 
may not be as good as they appear to be; and the bad, so 
called, may be better than we are accustomed to regard 
them ; and, with this allowance, their true condition may 
be precisely what justice requires. It is not to be doubted 
for a moment that there are many great pretenders to re- 
ligion and piety, whose appearance may indicate that they 
are truly good, who are, notwithstanding exceedingly cor- 
rupt ; and if such men are unhappy they obviously deserve 
to be so, while those who arrogate to themselves no pecu- 
liar goodness, and really appear less meritorious, are truly 
better men at heart, and are happier in proportion. 

I will add here another and very important considera- 
tion. The limits of human duty are generally too much 
restricted — in other words, we have adopted a wrong 
standard of character ; and an error has grown out of this 
circumstance that affects materially our present subject. 
The good man, according to the common estimate, is one 
that attends strictly to the duties and ceremonies of reli- 
gion, and has a fair outside moral character. He may be 
guilty of a thousand wrongs, connected with his business, 
health or social arrangements, and still pass for a Christian 
and truly pious man. This is a wrong estimate of char- 
acter. It is a too limited view of human duty. There 
are laws of business, and laws of health, and laws of social 
life, that are to be observed, as well as the laws of religion. 
Indeed religion in its proper sense embraces all this. 
Hence the man who obeys the laws of business, health, and 
society, but does not observe the ordinary religious cere- 
monies, and may indeed despise and reject them, is, it 
may be, a better man than he who regards the latter and 
neglects the former. He may not be considered better, 
and probably by most men, will not be so considered ; but 
in point of fact, he is better, and doubtless he is and ought 
to be happier. It need not be thought strange, therefore, 
that he who has the name of irreligious is many times 
more prosperous than the pious professor; for he not 
unfrequently deserves to be so, since he studies more 
attentively, and applies more faithfully, the means of sue- 
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cess. He is less religious, and religiously he is less 
happy, or, it may be that the thoughts of religion render 
him miserable ; but he is more prosperous in his business, 
because, in that department, he is more faithful to his 
duty. This principle is of very extended application ; and 
it serves to reconcile many existing inequalities with a 
righteous administration in the present life. 

That our remarks may not be misapprehended, it will 
be necessary that the reader call to mind the distinction, 
before noticed, between temporal prosperity arising from 
natural endowments, and that which depends on the dis- 
charge of duty. 

The subject may be illustrated thus, — a man may en- 
joy better health than his neighbor, because he has a better 
constitution of body. He may prosper better in his busi- 
ness, because he has better natural faculties. He may pos- 
sess more wealth, because he had richer ancesters. And in 
these instances, we must have recourse for explanation to 
other principles than those of justice. But when, with 
equal natural endowments of body and mind, and under the 
same circumstances, one man is more healthy or prosperous 
than another, it is because he renders himpelf worthy of 
his superior advantages, by the faithful performance of duty. 

He may not be, in the popular sense, religious, but he 
is faithful to his secular and social duties. And though 
he pay not tythe of mint and annis and cumin, he attends 
to the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and 
truth. 

4. The diversities that exist in this world, in respect to 
human happiness, will receive farther elucidation, by con- 
sidering that many of the external inflictions for the out- 
ward conduct of men, depend on human agency, and 
therefore may be imperfectly applied. There are certain 
offences against society that are left to society to punish ; 
and if the punishment is not inflicted, or inflicted im- 
properly, that fact does not militate against the equity of 
the divine administration. That human governments are 
imperfect is readily conceded ; but the divine govern- 
ment does not admit of imperfection. The laws of men, 
and even the laws of God of which man is the executor, 
may be violated in external act with impunity. Under 
these laws, too, offenders may be punished with undue 
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severity ; and even the innocent may be subjected to un- 
merited stripes. But these things do not conflict with the 
doctrine of a righteous retribution, as administered by God 
himself. Men are imperfect beings, and all that is sub- 
mitted to their hands will be imperfectly managed. Not 
BO with God. His law is perfect, and all its sanctions are 
in harmony with his infinite character. It is important 
that we consider the difference between the motives and 
conduct of men. The man who forms a wicked design, 
or cherishes an unholy passion, has already sinned against 
God, and receives his punishment in the mental suffering 
thus endured ; and from this there is no escape. But he 
who commits a sinful act, sins against society, and it is 
left to society to punish him, or allow him to escape all 
outward infliction. It may be proper to add here, that 
though the administration of human governments is im- 
perfect, there is a tendency in society toward a righteous 
retribution. The existence of laws and penalties proves 
this. For most men, in all ages, vile as they have been, 
have felt the necessity of opposing crime, and raising bar- 
riers to its progress. They have therefore made laws to 
prohibit what was deemed wrong, and instituted penalties 
to restrain and prevent crime. These have all been im- 
perfect ; but still they indicate a righteous principle within 
man, and a tendency toward the execution of justice. 
The same is seen in the tendencies of society, irrespective 
of law. The man who sets himself against the interests 
of his fellow beings, will find himself not a little incom- 
moded by those whose rights he disregards. This is the 
tendency of society. If one man's hand is against every 
man, every man's hand will assuredly be against hin^. 
And there are a thousand ways by which such men can 
be reached and made to suffer for their crimes. It will 
not do to say that many such men are rich and powerful 
They are not as rich and powerful as the rest of the world. 
And in most cases, if we could strike the balance between 
the evils they occasion others, and the evils they them- 
selves suffer in consequence of their oppressions and in- 
justice, I doubt not that we should discover a near ap- 
proach to a just retribution. It is right that it should be 
so. But as men are the agents in bringing about the re- 
sult, much that is wrong may be expected to mingle in its 
execution. 
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These remarks, however, are not essential to our present 
discussion. What 1 would fix in the reader's mind is, 
that the divine system of retribution, or that part of God's 
administration that relates to rewards and punishments, is 
not responsible for the imperfections of human govern- 
ments. Men, and all their ways, are doubtless under the 
divine administration, and are controlled with a view to a 
glorious result ; but this does not oblige us to fix thejdivine 
sanction to the various measures of men for rewarding and 
punishing human conduct, much less to regard these mea- 
sures as a part of his own perfect system of retribution. 

6. Finally, on the inequalities of this life, it may be 
safely affirmed, that, if our system fail to explain them, it 
will be in vain to seek for a satisfactory explanation from 
the opposing theory. I know it is said that the irregularities 
of this world are to be adjusted in eternity; but on examin- 
ing the grounds of this belief, and the manner in which it 
is affirmed the adjustment will take place, we are con- 
strained to confess that the subject is involved in incom- 
parably greater embarrassment and difficulties. There are 
two things worthy of being noticed here. First, the com- 
mon ground for expecting the alleged adjustment is 
wholly fallacious. The reason why God will adjust these 
matters in the future is, it is said, that he does not adjust 
them now ! It is maintained that all the good and ill that 
checker life belong to the system of retribution, and that 
because there is now an inequality that does not ac- 
cord with human merit, in other words, because strict 
justice is not now done, it will be hereafter. 

A little thought, it is believed, will convince any one 
that this reasoning, so far from being favorable to the idea 
of a future adjustment, is directly opposed to such an ex- 
pectation. If the good and evil of this life are meted out 
with an uneven balance, a greater inequality will exist 
hereafter. 

To use examples before refered to, as often employed 
against us — if an innocent wife is not unfrequently the 
subject of abuse from an unfeeling husband, she need not 
flatter herself that it will be better for her in the future 
world. God is able to torment her worse than her hus- 
band can ; and unless she repent and become the subject 
of his grace before she dies, she will meet with a severer 

29* 
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fate than she found on earth, and wish herself again under 
her more merciful oppressor. The son whose unnatural 
father has subjected him to undeserved abuse, may yet find 
still more cruel treatment, from a Father more unnatural, 
in the abode of despair. The poor and needy, the widow 
and fatherless, who have been reduced to poverty and 
want by dishonesty and oppression, need not expect relief 
hereafter; for though they viay be delivered from their 
suffering, they may, on the contrary, be rendered incon- 
ceivably more miserable. And on the other hand, those 
who have been the occasion of these abuses and oppres- 
sions, may escape, both from the stripes of civil law, and 
from the inflictions of divine justice. This, reader, is the 
way that the inequalities of this world are to be adjusted 
in the future — nor can any one say in truth that this is 
not a fair representation of the subject The doctrine of 
future misery for the sins of this life, is wholly inadequate 
to explain the subject of present inequalities, as connected 
with a just retribution, besides possessing other insupera- 
ble di)£culties. . w. e. m. 
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Relation of the C/msiian Miracles to Christian Faith. 

That faith in .Tesus of Nazareth as the Christj the Son 
of God, is essential, nay indisper. sable, to a true profession 
ef our holy religion, seems to rrie too obvious to be denied 
or questioned. He who does not thus believe in him, 
whatever else he may be called, can with no propriety be 
ealled a Christian. 

The evidences of the Messiahship of Jesus are various, 
but may be conveniently considered under the twofold di- 
vision of externafy embracing prophecies and miracles; 
and internal^ including a large and miscellaneous class of 
poofs, drawn from the character of Jesus, the nature of 
bi» gospel, its adaptation to the condition and wants of 
man, &c. &c. 

By the almost imiversal consent of the Christian world, 
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external evidence, i. e. prophecy and miracles, has been 
regarded as the only direct and positive proof of Jesus' 
Messiahship, and consequently of the divinity of his reli- 
gion. Still the internal evidences have never been des- 
pised or neglected. They have been deemed highly im- 
portant as strengthening the external, though by themselves 
they are incapable of proving that Jesus was the Christ. 
One may very well acknowledge that such a person as 
Jesus existed ; that he lived a pure and beautiful life, and 
sustained an interesting and noble character ; that he 
taught an elevated morality, and proposed a very reason- 
able system of religious faith ; and yet he may be far from 
being convinced that he was the Son of God, and his re- 
ligion therefore authoritative and divine. And it is a re- 
markable fact that many intelligent infidels do actually 
allow much of this ; but, rejecting the external evidence of 
prophecy and miracles, they never embrace Christianity. 

It becomes a question, therefore, — and a question which 
some indications in the theological atmosphere around us^ 
urge upon our attention at the present time, — what relation 
the miracles have to our faith as Christians. To one who 
sincerely believes in the Scriptures, the New Testament, 
it would seem, must be conclusive proof that, in the time 
of Christ and his Apostles, miracles, — in which, so far as 
the general fact is concerned, we may include prophecy, 
for prophecy is only one form of miracle — constituted the 
leading and most satisfactory evidence that Jesus was th^e 
Messiah, and consequently that his religion was worthy oi 
all acceptation. Among the Church Fathers, so called, it 
is clear that while they insisted much, as their circumstan- 
ces required, upon internal evidence, they also appealed 
with the greatest confidence to prophecy and miracles. 
The great Origen, in his reply to Celsus, says, " Our doc- 
trine has a peculiar proof which is far more divine than all 
the demonstrations of the Greeks, viz : the demonstration of 
the Spirit and of poioer^ as the Apostle calls it, — of the 
Spirit J through the prophecies, which are sufficient to rea- 
djer credible to every reader whatsoever has happened tx> 
Christ, — of the power, through the extraordinary miracles, 
whose historic certainty shines forth from many grounds, 
and among others from this, that some traces oi them stiU 
remain among those who live according to the will ol^ 
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Christ." This mode of thinking, and this estimate of the 
external evidences of Christianity, prevailed, with few and 
unimportant exceptions, from the beginning, till after the 
Reformation. There is always, perhaps, a tendency in 
minds touched with mysticism, to overlook the outward, 
and to attach a disproportionate importance to the inward ; 
to rely more upon the feelings, than the clear deductions 
of reason ; and it might, therefore, be expected that such 
minds would sometimes express themselves in a manner 
apparently inconsistent with the fact stated above. Deeply 
impressed with the truth of Christianity, feeling in their 
own souls its pure and elevating influences, they are apt 
to forget the manner in which they were brought into this 
very state, and to look upon all external proofs as compar- 
atively poor and unsatisfactory. It is in this way I would 
explain many careless remarks scattered up and down in 
theological writings, such as that of Luther, for instance, 
when he represents that miracles are worthless in exciting 
faith, and speaks of " spiritual miracles," by which he 
means nothing more than the sanctifying power of the gos- 
pel, as the "true, heavenly signs." In another passage 
he speaks in a similar manner, saying, that God " was 
obliged to lead men on by external miracles, and to throw 
such apples and pears to them, as to children." It was 
not till long after Luther's time, however, that miracles fell 
into general disrepute in Germany ; nor is it probable that 
such trifling remarks as these, and standing in so clear 
contradiction to his well known and deliberate convictions, 
exerted any influence, either during his life or afterwards, 
upon the public faith. Only about a century ago the sub- 
ject of miracles was brought up in Germany, and made 
the topic of a protracted controversy, which has in some 
measure extended to the present time. At one period, it 
seemed as if the whole of Protestant Germany was ready 
to deny all prophecy, all miracles in relation to Christian- 
ity, all inspiration, and indeed every thing in our religion 
of a supernatural character. Yet those who did this, still 
claimed to be Christians, and at least rational believers in 
the Scriptures, l^hey sought industriously to place Chris- 
tianity on other grounds, and a world of ingenuity was ex- 
pended in the most unavailing attempts to clear the Bible 
of every thing miraculous. A history of German theology 
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for the last hundred years would be one of the most aston- 
ishing, as well as the most interesting works of the age. 
It would exhibit a revolution in the religious world of the 
most remarkable character, and fraught with some most 
deplorable, and other most hopeful consequences. 

Jt is unnecessary to enter here into any inquiry respect- 
ing the causes or the occasion of this singular revolution ; 
but it may be well to give, under a few specifications, the 
materials for a general view of the opinions on the subject 
of miracles to be found in German theology during this 
Neo logic period. The same table will also serve for the 
latitude of the United States, so far as German Neology 
has exerted its influence. 

1. There are some professed Christians, if I mistake 
not, who, like Hobbes, Spinoza, and other mere naturalists^ 
adopt the atheistic opinion that miracles are impossible. 
They ascribe a mechanism to nature and to human life, 
which operates on fixed and unalterable principles, and 
which God himself cannot break in upon. Of course they 
deny all immediate revelation, or revelation, properly 
speaking, in any sense whatsoever. 

2. There are others who virtually deny the miracles, by 
representing them, some, as allegories^ and others, as myths^ 
or as merely ordinary events, which, by a great love of the 
wonderful, were converted into miracles. 

3. There are others who acknowledge miracles indeed, 
but who allege that they were wrought by, or in accord- 
ance with, the laws of nature. Christ, therefore, was a 
sort of natural Magician^ and applied his wonderful know- 
ledge to all kinds of subjects. Some have been so for- 
tunate as to find in Animal Magnetism^ the key to all his 
miracles. 

4. There is another class who acknowledge the miracles, 
but deny that they have any power to prove the divine 
mission of him who works them, or to prove any thing in- 
deed whatsoever. There are others of the same class who 
think they might have proved something, originally, and 
to those who witnessed them, but are useless now, or 
worse, mere dead weights, as some seem to consider them, 
which severely try all the evidences of our religion which 
they can adduce. Perhaps I ought in courtesy to mention 
some who imagine that miracles might be of use as proofs, 
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if one could well determine whether they are wrought by 
good or evil beings, by God or the devil I 

A glance at this list of opinions will suggest the neces- 
sity of a word or two on the definition of miracles. Many 
speak of them as natural events, or events produced by 
natural laws. Bonnet suggested, and others have adopted, 
the notion that miracles, so called, make a part of the 
course of nature ; they are preordinations of the Creator, 
which were to be exhibited each in its appropriate time ; 
or, as I would express it, are threads in the great web of 
temporal events, which rise only at intervals and then dis- 
appear ; yet are they really parts of that web, so that in 
bringing them up, God does not " alter or disturb the 
course of things which he himself directs, or counteract the 
laws which he himself has established." Against this hy- 
pothesis, — for Bonnet expressly stated it as such, — it may 
be objected that it represents the whole course of nature as 
miraculous^ or else it reduces the miracles to merely na- 
tural events. If miracles make a part of the great series 
of causes and consequences linked together in the natural 
world, I see no means of separating them, nor can I per- 
ceive any reason for calling one event natural, and another 
miraculous. This reasoning may be applied in its full 
force to all those who represent miracles as produced by 
natural laws, whether high or low, common or uncommon, 
known or unknown, and whether existing in the physical, 
the intellectual, or the spiritual world. On this subject, I 
am free to confess, I sometimes hear remarks which sur- 
prise me, not by their novelty, but by their unintelligible 
character, their intrinsic self-contradiction. When men 
talk of miracles produced by natural laws, or in accord- 
ance with such laws, I cannot avoid respectfully but ear- 
nestly inquiring what they mean. Why do they call one 
event natural, and another of the same character, i. e., pro- 
duced by the same class of causes, miraculous ? Do they 
recognize no difference between a natural event and a mi- 
racle ? If they do, they should carefully and clearly point 
it out ; if they do not, do not the proprieties of language, 
as well as the cause of truth, require them to omit the word 
miracle, which on this supposition has no significance, or 
stands quite synonymous with natural event. No one can 
be ignorant, that, whether right or wrong, with reason or 
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without it, men do attach very different notions to these 
terms. Now he who confounds them, and calls an event 
miraculous when he means that it is only natural, either 
abuses himself, his hearer, or both, and justly exposes him- 
self to the suspicion of ignorance, or the charge of dishon- 
esty. I believe that if men would but carefully define 
their terms, they would either deny miracles altogether, or 
they would confess them to be events which stand without 
the domain of natural law. 

Were I asked what I mean by natural laws^ and by 
miracles^ I should explain myself thus. By natural laws 
I mean a certain order of sequence, or of cause and conse- 
quence, in which natural events uniformly take place. In 
the spring-time, for instance, I drop a seed into the earth ; 
the shower and the sunshine fall upon its lowly bed, and 
it soon vegetates. Leaf after leaf is put forth, and soon it 
blossoms, and then in due time presents its ripened fruit 
Without the earth, the air, the sunshine and the shower, 
this result would not have taken place. The vegetation of 
the seed, and the growth of the plant, then, is conditioned 
by these laws. I may increase the size of the plant, or I 
can prevent its growth. I may hasten or retard its pro- 
gress. Yet the means of doing all this, are as really con- 
ditioned as the rest, nor can I swerve a hair's breadth from 
them without destroying my work. Indeed I cannot free 
myself for a moment, in the whole process, from the laws 
of nature, and whether I succeed or fail in my labors, the 
result will be natural. But when I enter the domain of 
miracle, I find no conditions whatsoever, and can calculate 
no results. I recognize here no fixed and uniform order of 
sequences. The miraculous power needs none of the laws 
of nature, is subservient to none of her rules, but accom- 
plishes its will directly, instantly, without any intervention 
of natural means, and contrary to all the ordinary expe- 
rience and observation of the world. According to the 
laws of nature, the sick are healed by curative means, 
more or less understood ; and time, and frequently a con- 
currence of favorable circumstances, is necessary to effect 
the cure. By a miracle this is done at once, if so the mi- 
raculous agent wills, at a word, and under every variety of 
time, place and circumstance. 

It is obvious enough that an event is not a miracle be- 
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cause it is rare or uncommon, because it is remarkable or 
astonishing, or because it is strange and unaccountable. 
There are phenomena in nature which are all this, and 
which yet no intelligent person would dream of calling a 
miracle. There are events resulting, it may be, from laws 
utterly unknoivn to us, which still are not miracles. Some 
speak of the higher or highest laws of nature, as being en- 
gaged in producing miracles. Perhaps I do not clearly 
understand what laws are thus indicated, and possibly 
those who thus speak do not themselves; but allowing the 
words to express any meaning of which they are capable, 
I cannot perceive how the height of the law can effect the 
nature of the result. If the cause be natural, so must the 
consequence. It may be vastly superior to others, but it is 
still natural. Were it supposed that there are powers 
lodged in our moral or spiritual nature, immeasurably sur- 
passing all the wonders of animal magnetism and clairvoy- 
ance, — powers governed by the highest laws in nature, — 
and were these powers thus governed to make a revelation 
as far transcending the recent disclosures of the "Seer" 
Andrew Jackson Davis, as his revelations do the Bible 
and all common sense, still if their action were natural, ac- 
cording to their own laws or the laws of nature, the result 
like the action would be as perfectly natural as the swim- 
ming of a fish or the falling of a stone. I confess, therefore, 
that it moves my wonder to see with what facility some, 
otherwise reasonable, men, can manufacture miracles out of 
the most unmiraculous materials in the universe. That old 
amusement by which the venerable alchymist transmuted 
all baser metals into gold, bears no comparison with it 
For myself, I am fain to acknowledge it is not so. I be- 
hold no miraculous agency in nature. I recognize no 
miracles among the products of nature's laws. To me, in 
the domain of nature all is natural, nor can I even conceive 
of a miracle's arising out of any of her operations. 

It has been suggested that it must be extremely difficult, 
if not impossible, to distinguish a miracle from a natural 
event. One learned author declares that it is impossible, 
and must remain so till we become perfectly acquainted 
with the whole range of nature, with all its powers and 
laws. If this be so, it must effectually bar miracles from 
appearing in proof of any cause whatsoever, for as we are 
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not yet perfect masters of all nature's secrets, and the race 
is not likely to become so immediately, it follows that we 
are unprepared to judge whether the pretended miracle 
be real or counterfeit, a true miracle or a mimic product 
of natural laws. It has seemed to me that this opinion is 
hardly well founded. That we shall ever become perfectly 
acquainted with all nature's powers and laws, is improbable 
if not impossible : but sometimes without knowing all that 
one can do, it is enough for our purpose to know what he 
can not do. It is quite unlikely that we are yet acquainted 
with all the properties of iron, for instance ; but there is 
scarcely a child in all Christendom, which does not know 
that a wedge of it cannot swim on water. So we may 
be ignorant of many of the properties of wood, but there 
is no one who does not know that it has no attraction for 
iron, and least of all such a degree of it that a stick of it 
thrown upon the water would draw up a woodman's axe 
from the bottom of a river, and cause it to swim like itself. 
Perhaps we are yet quite ignorant of many of the powers 
of the human voice, but who is not certain that its utter- 
ance of a word or sentence, has no power to hush the 
winds, or calm the sea, to heal the sick, or raise the dead ? 
And this leads me to remark, what is too often overlooked, 
that real miracles are not appeals to ignorance, but to 
knowledge. If there be a doubt whether the powers or 
laws of nature are not adequate to produce the given re- 
sult, that very doubt must thwart the most important pur- 
pose of the miracle. Hence the miracles recorded in the 
Scriptures are universally of such a character as to leave 
no doubt on any fair mind that they are not effects of the 
laws of nature. 

Much has been said respecting the value of miracles as 
credentials of a divine commission. Some can see no 
connexion between the power to work miracles and the 
proclamation of divine truth. On this subject it is much 
easier to speculate and deny, than to convince even one's 
own heart. We know that, in all ages, men have readily 
believed those who have pretended to work miracles. 
The miracle has been regarded as direct proof of the divine 
interposition and favor. If it be assumed that the miracle 
is effected by the laws of nature, I confess it proves 
nothing, or nothing more than any other fact Then it 

VOL. IV. 30 
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can have no significance beyond what it thus silently 
teaches of nature and her uniform laws. No one imagines 
that M. Alexandre is to be believed, simply because he 
performs a thousand curious and astonishing tricks of 
legerdemain^ — tricks that seem to^he vulgar eye miracu- 
lous, but which are wrought by the regular laws of nature. 

Some have supposed that miracles did actually mean 
something, and were adequate grounds of faith to those 
who witnessed them, but that to us they are of no value, 
but rather drawbacks upon the Christian religion. It 
seems scarcely necessary to remark, what is so obvious to 
the dullest reader of the New Testament, to any one in the 
least acquainted with the history and condition of Christi- 
anity, that the Christian miracles are so inwoven with our 
religion, they stand so connected with its origin, its early 
promulgation, its progress, and whole history, that it is im- 
possible to separate them. I never saw miracles per- 
formed, but they have come to me as strongly vouched as 
if I had witnessed them with my own eyes. They were 
facts^ and facts everywhere are capable of being proved by 
testimony, and this is the only manner in which it is pos- 
sible to prove them. I have the testimony of the evange- 
lists, and they, after an examination of eighteen centuries, 
stand unimpeached and credible witnesses. I have these 
evangelists and their associates under circumstances, which 
forbid my distrusting them ; they give me and the world 
the highest pledge of their honesty, for they consecrated 
their lives to the truth of what they asserted, and many of 
them died as martyrs to the cause. But this is not all. 
The existence of Christianity itself is a perpetual witness 
to the reality of miracles. They introduced this religion, 
and paved the way for its progress. They made a deep 
impression upon the age in which they occurred, and the 
traces of that impression are visible still. I see them aU 
around me, and I can no more deny their influence ovtst 
my convictions than I can deny the light of the sun. 

It has been lately suggested^ in this country, that mira- 
cles could no farther prove divine commission than they 
themselves could be shown to be wrought by God. This 
is reasonable, though a shallow remark. Does a^y one 
need to be convinced, in this age, that miracles (originate 
in no inferior power ? If it be so, I would earnei^j 
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recommend a reprint of that masterly work of Hugh Far- 
mer, a "Dissertation on Miracles." But the writer to 
whom I refer believed the miracles of Christ to have been 
wrought by animal magnetism! and hence very justly con- 
cluded that they could be no proof of the wonder-worker's 
virtue even, and much less of his Messiahship. 

The very notion of a miracle, then, implies something 
not natural; or, as Bishop Butler expresses it, a miracle is 
" relation to a course of nature, and implies somewhat 
different from it" It is not easy perhaps to say in a few 
words what a miracle is, but there can be no hesitation in 
any one who has duly considered the subject, in affirming 
that it cannot be a natural event, i. e., a result of natursd 
laws. I could hardly express my own notion of it better, 
then, than by saying, that a miracle is not the product of 
any of the powers of nature, but is an immediate effect of 
the power of God, and beyond the limits of nature. I 
am aware how many shrink from this conclusion, and am 
acquainted with nearly every attempt to avoid it. Many 
men seem to feel that there is something intrinsically un- 
reasonable and absurd in the supposition of any departure 
from the laws of nature or any suspension of her mechani- 
cal course of operation. Yet this feeling is not native to 
the human heart, but springs from a superstitious awe of 
the philosopher^ or an unworthy dread of his sneer. Let 
me ask the philosopher, then, if nature is something above 
God. If it is not, then miracles are possible ; God can 
control nature, which is but his ordinary minister, and, 
breaking through its uniformity and fixedness, can speak 
to men directly and authoritatively by miracles. And 
here let it be remarked, that this very uniformity of nature 
is one of the conditions under which miracles become sub- 
jectively possible. Without this uniformity, i. e., were the 
course of nature irregular and fluctuating, did the same 
causes fail to produce the same results, there would be no 
means of determining when a miracle occurs, for no ex- 
tent of observation could assure us that the witnessed phe- 
nomenon was not a legitimate effect of natural laws. 

It will naturally be inferred that I do not sympathise 
with those Christians who exhibit so much anxiety about 
the epithets by which miracles are distinguished. There 
may be many grounds of choice, yet I confess that I 
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should without hesitation call a miracle supernatural, 
preeternatural, contrary to nature, a suspei\sion, or a viola- 
tion of natural laws. Neither of these terms expresses all 
that constitutes the distinguishing characteristics of a mira- 
cle ; but they all seem to me to express some fact in the 
case. Take the resurrection of Lazarus, for instance, and 
is it not plain that to the fact you may properly apply each 
of these terms ? For dead men, four days in the grave, to 
come forth at the command of a man, and to come forth 
" bound hand and foot," alive and well, is not natural^ if 
the world has any notion of what is meant by nature. It 
is supernatural, preeternatural, contrary to nature, — marks 
a suspension of natural laws, or is a violation of them. 

Having said so much on the subject of miracles 
generally, I shall now proceed to exhibit their relation to 
faith, as they are presented to us in the New Testament.^ 
And I am the more anxious to do this, because in most 
cases, Neologic views of the miracles betray a melancholy 
ignorance of the Holy Scriptures, or a deplorable disrespect 
for their authority. The general tendency of this whole 
mode of thinking, w^hether in Germany or in the United 
States, has indeed universally been toward loose opinions 
respecting the inspiration and validity of the Bible. I 
would by no means insinuate that many who indulge this 
mode of thought and these opinions, are not in their own 
estimation very sincere Christians ; but I am bold to avow 
my convictions that the principles on which they are made 
to rest, would, if thoroughly carried out, lead to an utter 
rejection of the Bible, to bold infidelity. I am willing for 
myself, and I trust I may speak in behalf of the great mass 
of Christians of all sects — I am willing, nay more, I am 
anxious to know how this subject, lies in the New Testa- 
ment. What does that volume teach respecting miracles, — 
how do they there stand in relation to nature, — to what 
agencies or powers are they ascribed, and finally what use 
does our Saviour and his apostles make of them ? It be- 
comes us as Christians to understand this matter, that if 
we must renounce the divine authority of that book, we 
may do it intelligibly. I shall begin then, by remarking, 

1. That the Jews in the times of our Saviour confidently 
expected that Christ, or the Messiah, would work miracles 
in proof of his mission ; or, in other words, that he would 
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manifest himself to them bv the exhibition of miraculous 
power. This point I hardly need argue, for there is no 
one to deny it, and we meet it everywhere in the Gospels. 
On a certain occasion the Jews said to Jesus, " What 
shall we do that we might work the works of God ? Jesus 
answered and said unto ihem. This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent " — i. e., on Je- 
sus himself. " They said therefore unto him, what sign" — 
i. e. miraculous proofs — " showest thou, then, that we may 
see and believe thee ? What dost thou work ?" ^ They 
then immediately proceeded to speak of their fathers hav- 
ing been miraculously fed in the wilderness, under Moses ; 
which shows conclusively what they meant by the ques- 
tion, What sign showest thou ? What dost thou work ? 
Nothing can be clearer than the fact, that these persons 
expected that every one who should come to them claim- 
ing a divine mission, should exhibit his credentials of mi- 
raculous power. In other words, they expected their Mes- 
siah to work miracles. On another occasion, we hear 
" many of the people " saying, " When the Christ cometh, 
will he do more miracles than these which this man hath 
done ?" ^ This implies the universal expectation that he 
would work miracles, and that these miracles would con- 
stitute the proof of his Messiahship. The scribes and 
Pharisees are represented as frequently demanding " a 
sign," or " a sign from heaven," ^ from him ; by which I 
understand that they, not in a spirit of earnest seeking, but 
maliciously " tempting him," solicited some magnificent, 
but useless display of power, as if such an exhibition 
would answer their doubts, and convince them of his Mes- 
siahship. They saw miracles enough, but they consisted 
in healing the sick, or other benevolent works, often per- 
formed upon the poor and the despised. They insisted on 
prescribing the kind of miracle which should satisfy them, 
and he must work it for their special gratification. In this 
spirit they followed Jesus to Calvary, and at the very foot 
of the cross, repeated their unreasonable, their insulting de- 
mands. " He saved others," said the chief priests, with 
the scribes and elders, mockingly, " he saved others ; him- 

1 John vL 28-30. 2 John vil 31. 

3 Matt xii. 38. xvL 1. Mark viiL 11. Luke xi. 29, 30. 
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self he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel"' — anoth- 
er name for the Messiah — "let him come down from the 
cross, and we will believe him." * It is as clear as sun- 
light that the Jews, in the time of Christ, did confidently 
expect miracles from the Messiah. Let us inquire whence 
this expectation arose? To this question, there has been 
many an ingenious answer given, the pure invention of 
the answerers, because they preferred the veriest dream of 
their own imaginations to the truth of the Scriptures. He 
who reads the Bible with candor, cannot fail to find this 
question answered there. The Old Testament foretold 
their Messiah, and many of the circumstances of his life, 
and features of his character. And nothing is more cer- 
tain than the fact, that they represent him as the worker of 
miracles. Even Moses announced him as a Prophet^ like 
himself y whom God should raise up among them. * If he 
was to be like Moses, he must possess miraculous powers. 
He was to heal the sick ; to open the eyes of the blind ; to 
unstop the ears of the deaf, and make the dumb sing. So 
well was this understood, that when John the Baptist sent 
to inquire whether Jesus was the Christ, the latter, we are 
told, " in the same hour cured many of their infirmities 
and plagues, and of evil spirits, and unto many that were 
blind, gave sight. Then Jesus answering, said unto them. 
Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and 
heard ; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them." ® These miracles 
were the proofs of his Messiahship, and so must John, 
either from prophecy or immediate inspiration, have been 
instructed. I am not ignorant of the efforts of the German 
Neologists to root out every thing like prophecy, and es- 
pecially of prophecy relative to Christ, from the Old Tes- 
tament. This was necessary to complete their theories 
concerning miracles ; but their labors have never been dis- 
tinguished for success, and so long as the New Testament 
retains any degree of authority, the point must be con- 
sidered as settled, that the Old contains clear prophecies of 
the Saviour. It is a well known, and an interesting 

4 Matt xxv\\. 41, 42. 5 Deat xviii. 15. Acts iii. 22. 

6 Luke vii, 20-22. 
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fact, that even the Samaritans, who were separated from the 
Jews by an impassable gulf of prejudice and ill-will, and 
who are generally believed to have possessed no'part of 
the Old Testament but the i&ve Books of Moses, still sym- 
pathised with the Jews in their expectations of a Saviour, 
and of his miraculous character. So the Samaritan wo- 
man, who met him at Jacob's well, returning to the city, 
said to the men, " Come, see a man who told me all things 
that ever I did ! Is not this the Christ ?" '' 

2. Having thus seen that the Jews, in the Saviour's time, 
expected their Messiah to work miracles, and also that they 
derived these expectations from the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, I now proceed, in the second place, to show 
that he did really perform such miraculous works. That 
the Gospels record many miracles, and some with great 
particularity, lies open upon their very face, and never has 
been, nor ever can be, denied. We have not only a large 
number thus described, but there are many expressions of 
a most general character, which undeniably show, that 
while a tew were specially mentioned, very many others 
were grouped together under some comprehensive term. 
Thus we are told that " they brought unto him many that 
were possessed with devils ; and he cast out the spirits 
with his word, and healed all that were sick." ® And it is 
significantly added by the evangelist, that this was done 
" that that might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 
the prophet, saying. Himself took our infirmities, and bore 
our sicknesses." So again it is recorded that Jesus went 
about all Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing all manner of sickness, and all manner of dis- 
ease among the people. " And they brought unto him all 
sick people, &c. &c., and he healed them." ® 

Tt admits of no doubt, that the miracles of the New Tes- 
tament are related as jfacts. The evangelists and apos- 
tles always spoke of them as such, always appealed to 
them as what they and others had seen. In this light they 
have been received by the whole Church, if we except the 
German Neologists, and a few followers of them in this 
country. Nor need I say to those at all acquainted with 
their writings, how pitiful, and often beneath contempt, are 

7 John iv. 29. SMatt viii. 16, 17. ^Matt iv. 23, 24. xiv. 14. 
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most of their efforts to explain the miracles in any other 
manner. Learning they may have, and talents, but neith- 
er learning nor talents, nor both united, avail to destroy the 
truth. Some attempt to explain the miracles as allegorieSy 
i. e., as if the New Testament writers intended to set forth, 
in these narratives of the wonderful works of Jesus, the 
spiritual consequences of his labors. Others represent 
them as myths, or a sort of ancient fable, with some truth 
at bottom, but dressed off extravagandy by the narrator. 
The aim, in all these efforts, is obviously the same — to 
rid the New Testament of miracles, by reducing every 
thing miraculous to the simple course of nature. It is 
easily seen, that he who can make an allegory, or find a 
myth in the miracles of Christ, can do the same wherever 
he pleases. Christ's life may become an allegory, and his 
religion an allegory, or the whole may be one splendid 
myth. Professed Christians would do well to remember, 
that we have the same authority for the miracles, as we 
have for the existence of Christ himself, or a single doc- 
trine he ever taught : and for aught I can see, they must 
stand or fall together. I cannot shut my eyes upon the 
fact, that they who disclose to me that wonderful life of 
Jesus, so full of goodness and beauty, so fresh and orig- 
inal, so pure and divine, that infidelity itself stands awed 
and charmed by its power, have also made me acquainted 
with the fact, that this same Jesus wrought stupendous 
miracles. His works and word, his life and doctrine, are 
completely felted together in the New Testament, and 
standing as they do, the miracles seem to me not merely 
credible, but necessary ; for without them that spiritual 
life could never have been credibly manifested. " He him- 
self was the wonder," says Olshausen, " and his miracles 
the natural works of his nature." I cannot separate the 
one from the other, nor do I believe it possible for any one 
to reject or explain away the miracles, without at the same 
time, and to the same extent, destroying the credibility of 
the New Testament writers. 

3. Regarding it, then, as a/ac^, that Jesus wrought mir- 
acles — real miracles — it becomes us next to inquire how, 
according to the New Testament, they were produced. 
To what power or agency are they ascribed ? I hardly 
need say, what is so obvious, that Jesus always represented 
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himself as sent of God^ and as standing in the intimate re- 
lationship of Son to him. He dwelt in the bosom of the 
Father, he lived in the Father, and revealed the Father. 
He constantly claimed that the doctrines he taught, and 
the works he performed, were the words and works of God. 
" My doctrine is not mine," said he, " but his that sent 
me." ^® " The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father do." ^^ So he spoke of the works — 
alluding to his miracles, — which his Father gave him to 
do. ^^ On a certain occasion when he had performed a 
miracle, some said, " He casteth out devils through Beel- 
zebub, the chief of the devils." He replied, " If Satan be 
divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand ? be- 
cause ye say that I cast out devils through Beelzebub. 
But if I with the finger of God, cast out devils, no doubt 
the kingdom of God is come upon you." ^^ The term 
" finger of God," is expressed in the corresponding pas- 
sage in Matthew, by Spirit of God. The phrase occurs in 
Exodus, where the magicians of Pharoah, overwhelmed 
by the miracles of Moses, exclaimed, " It is the finger of 
God." It clearly expresses an immediate work of the di- 
vine power. It is unquestionable that Jesus himself al- 
ways claimed, that his miracles were wrought immediately 
by God, and that they were, therefore, in the highest sense, 
divine works. He charged the Jews with blasphemy, for 
ascribing these miracles to Beelzebub, and said, that al- 
though their blasphemies against himself personally, should 
be forgiven, yet this against the Holy Ghost, should not 
be forgiven. ^* Had these miracles been wrought by any 
mediate or secondary means, as by natural laws, with what 
reason could such a charge, and such a denunciation, have 
been levelled against the Jews ? It is only on the ground that 
Jesus claimed for these works, the immediate and properly 
miraculous interposition and power of God, that his lan- 
guage possesses any force. But this passage, which is in 
itself so conclusive on the subject, stands in perfect har- 
mony with his whole discourse, with his whole life. 

What the Master thus uniformly taught, was constantly 
repeated by his apostles. Always and everywhere, they 
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claimed that the miracles of Christ were wrought imme- 
diately by God, and those which they performed them- 
selves, they ascribed to the same source. On the day of 
Pentecost, Peter said to the Jews, " Ye men of Israel, hear 
these words : Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you by miracles, and wonders, and signs, which 
God did by him, in the midst of you, as you yourselves do 
know," &c. ^^ Here it cannot escape the observation of 
every fair mind, that Jesus was approved of God, and that 
he was approved, or that his approval was made manifest, 
by the miracles which God did by him. Nothing can be 
more obvious than that, in the opinion of Peter, these mira- 
cles could not have been performed by Jesus without the 
immediate aid and power of God. In other words, God 
did the works by Jesus. So on the occasion of healing 
the cripple at the Beautiful Gate, Peter said to the people, 
*' Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own 
power or holiness we had made this man lo walk ?" ^® He 
then proceeded to show that this miracle was performed 
by God, to whom he directly ascribed the mission of 
Christ, and the whole work of salvation. Subsequently, 
when this miracle had involved them in difficulty with the 
Jewish rulers, we hear them praying, " And now Lord, 
behold their threatenings ; and grant unto thy servants, 
that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretch- 
ing forth thy hand to heal, ancf that signs and wonders may 
be done in the name of thy holy Son Jesus." ^"'^ At the 
first council held in Jerusalem, we are told that " all the 
multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and 
Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought by them." ^® So of Paul it is declared, that " God 
wrought special miracles by his hands." ^^ In like man- 
ner, Paul himself speaks of " mighty signs and wonders " 
which he had performed, " by the power of the Spirit of 
God." 30 

But I need not pursue this subject farther. The repre- 
sentation is the same throughout ; and I may safely chal- 
lenge the world to adduce from the New Testament, a 
single passage, a word, a syllable, that even hints, or that 

15 Acts ii. 22. 16 Acts iii. 1 2 — la " Acts iv. 29, 30. 
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can be fairly construed to imply a hint, that these miracles 
were wrought otherwise than by the immediate will and 
power of God. This is manifest on the first perusal of the 
New Testament ; and the fact is only made the more pro- 
minent, the more striking, as the attention is directed par- 
ticularly to this subject. Nor is there any exegesis under 
heaven that can avoid this conclusion. 

4. I proceed to inquire, in the fourth place, what use the 
Saviour and his apostles made of the miracles. In other 
words, did they employ them as proofs of any truth or doc- 
trine — did they appeal to them for the purpose of estab- 
lishing their own claims to a divine commission, or of con- 
firming the religion they promulgated ? On this point, 
too, the New Testament is full and decisive. They show 
as clearly as words can express, that the miracles were 
wrought as proofs of the Messiahship of Jesus, and of the 
consequent truth of his religion. 

Speaking of John the Baptist, Jesus said to the Jews, 
" Ye sent unto John and he bare witness unto the truth. . . . 
But I have greater witness than that of John ; for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me." ^^ By works here, 
as commonly in John's Gospel, I understand miracles. 
They constituted the chief, almost all the works ascribed 
to Jesus in the Gospels ; and he declares in so many words 
that they bore him vdtness, i. e., they proved him to be the 
Messiah ; for on this subject was he speaking, as the con- 
nexion conclusively shows. On another occasion, " The 
Jews came round about him and said unto him. How long 
dost thou make us to doubt ? If thou be the Christ, tell 
us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye be- 
lieved not. The works that I do in my Father's name, 
they bear witness of me."^ Again he said, " If I do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not, but if I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe the works, that ye may know 
and believe that the Father is in me, and I in him." I 
see not how this language can be interpreted in a manner 
to avoid the meaning which stands out so {dainly on its 
very face, that the miracles were regarded by Jesus himself 
as a proper and ample proof of his claims to the Mesiah- 

9iJoliBV*33— d6L »J(^ 2^1^,25. 
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ship, and that he boldly appealed to them for this very pur- 
pose. St Mark, at the close of his Gospel, tells us, that 
after the Apostles had received their great commission to 
go out into all the world and preach the gospel, " they 
went forth and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs follow- 
ing." ^ What signs are here meant, the connexion fully 
shows ; they were miracles, — casting out devils, speaking 
with new tongues, etc. It is alleged by the/^Nologists that 
miracles are not necessary to commend the Christian 
doctrine, and that they possess no power to do it even if 
they were. But the evangelist before us declares, that 
the Lord did work miracles, and by these miracles con- 
firmed the word of the apostles. St John also, near the 
close of his Gospel, after relating several miracles, adds 
these emphatic words, " Many other signs truly did Jesus 
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book ; but these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, and that believing, ye might have life 
through his name." ^^ Words could not be more express. 
These miracles were wrought to establish faith in Christ, 
and for the same purpose were they recorded. Their use did 
not end with those who witnessed them. -It extended to oth- 
ers. So persuaded were the evangelists that miracles were 
a sufficient proof of the Messiahship, that John mentions it 
as a remarkable fact, that though '' Jesus had done so 
many miracles before them " — the Jewish people — " yet 
they believed not on him !" ^^ 

This mode of representing the miracles, this assump- 
tion that they were proof of the immediate aid and guid- 
ance of God, runs throughout the New Testament At 
the grave of Lazarus, Jesus thanked God publicly for hear- 
ing him, yet he added, " I know that thou hearest me al- 
ways, but because of the people who stand by, I said it 
that they may believe that thou hast sent me." ^ Here 
Jesus, on this great occasion, thanked God for the miracle 
he was about to perform in accordance with his prayer. 
" By this public appeal, answered as it was in a most re- 
markable manner," says Paige, " he would fix their atten- 
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tion not only on the miracle itself, but on the evidence it 
afforded of his divine mission." Peter on the day of Pen- 
tecost commenced the promulgation of the gospel by 
declaring that Jesus of Nazareth had been " approved of 
God by signs and miracles." ^ So Paul speaks of Christ's 
making " the Gentiles obedient through mighty signs and 
wonders."^ Before the court of Areopagus, Paul an- 
nounced the fact that God had appointed a day in which 
he would judge^ the world by Jesus Christ, and that he 
had given assurance of the fact to all men by raising him 
from the dead. ^ The resurrection of Jesus was a great 
miracle, and to this did the apostle appeal in confirmation 
of his universal reign over the world. But, not to cite 
other proofs, let me add one from the Epistle to the He- 
brews. " How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him, 
God also bearing them witness, both with signs and won- 
ders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost." ^ The proof is conclusive indeed, beyond all 
cavil, that both Jesus himself and his apostles regarded the 
miracles as a direct attestation from God of their divine 
mission, and consequently of the truth of their doctrine ; 
and that they appealed to these miracles as such attesta- 
tion, not occasionally but constantly ; not diffidently but 
with great boldness ; not in doubtful or ambiguous terms, 
but in language at once clear and decisive — language 
which as it cannot be misunderstood, must be either ac- 
knowledged as true, or denied as false. Without this 
claim on the part of Jesus and his apostles, many passages 
of the New Testament bid defiance to any rational inter- 
pretation. 

6. It only remains for me to consider what effect the 
miracles of*^ Jesus, and his ministers actually had. Events, 
such as the works of Jesus were, could appear in no age, 
among no people on earth, without producing a powerful 
sensation. They stood out so clearly from the whole 
course of nature and everything belonging to her domain ; 
they were so strongly, so emphatically marked as miracles, 
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that the public raind could not remain passive under them. 
But what impression did they make ? Did they produce 
the effect which Jesus himself, as we have already seen, 
intended and expected ? The New Testament furnishes 
an answer full and conclusive. 

In the first place it is certain that the miracles excited 
great attention, and called multitudes to listen to the 
gospel. After relating the miracles which Jesus wrought 
in Galilee, in the very commencement of his ministry, St 
Matthew informs us that " his fame went throughout 
all Syria," and " there followed him great multitudes of 

f)eople from Galilee and from DecapoUs and from Jerusa- 
em, and from Judea and from beyond Jordan." ^^ When 
he healed one sick of the palsy who took up his bed and 
walked forth before the multitude, " they were all amazed, 
and glorified God, saying. We never saw it on this 
fashion." ^^ And immediately as he went forth again by 
the sea side, <^ all the multitude resorted unto him and he 
taught them." Indeed these miracles brought such a 
crowd around him, and the diseased pressed upon him so 
greatly " for to touch him" that it was necessary to have a 
ship wait upon him lest the multitude <* should throng 
him." 33 

But in the second place, it is equally certain and incon- 
testible that the miracles did actually cpnvince many that 
Jesus was the Christ This was the great purpose for 
which they were wrought ; and as a means of supporting 
his claims and demonstrating his Messiahship, they were 
well chosen and efi&cient In that " beginning of mira- 
cles," the conversion of water into wine at Cana, the 
evangelist tells us that "Jesus manifested forth his glory," 
i. e., declared or exhibited his power and dignity as the 
Messiah, " and his disciples believed on him," or were 
confirmed in their belief.^* The woman of Samaria, as 
we have before seen, was brought to believe in him as the 
Messiah, by his telling her " all things she ever did," i. e., 
by his miraculous knowledge of her history and character. 
There was a certain nobleman whose son was sick, and 
who came to Jesus desiring him to heal his son, for he was 

31 Matt iv. 23— 25. 39 Mark ii. 12. 
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at the point of death. " Then said Jesus unto him, Er- 
cept ye see signs and wonders^ ye will not believe. The 
nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere he die." 
Jesus said " Go thy way, thy son liveth." His servants 
met him, saying, " Thy son liveth. Then enquired he of 
them the hour when he began to amend." They informed 
bim, and " then he knew that it was at the same hour in 
the which Jesus said unto him Thy son liveth. And him- 
self believed^ and his whole housed ^ Again, " Now when 
Jesus was in Jerusalem at the passover in the feast day, 
many believed on him when they saw the miracles which 
he did." ^ Again ; after feeding the multitude with five 
loaves and two small fishes, we are told that " those men, 
when they had seen the miracle that .Tesus did, said. This 
is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the 
world ;" i. e., the Prophet foretold by.Moses, in other words 
the Christ. ^ And so convinced were they of this fact^ 
that they were about to take Jesus by force and make him 
king. In like manner afterwards the same evangelist as- 
sures us that many of the people believed on him, and 
said, " When Christ cometh will he do more miracles than 
this man doth ?" The case of the man born blind, and 
his exclamation " Lord, I believe," will not be forgotten 
by any reader.^ So when he abode beyond Jordan 
" where John at first baptized," " many resorted unto him 
and said, John did no miracle, but all things that John 
spake of this man were true. And many believed on him 
there." ^ When he raised Lazarus, the evangelist says, 
" Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 
seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him."*® So 
afterwards it \s said that by reason of Lazarus whom Jesus 
had raised, many of the Jews went away and believed on 
Jesus." *^ If we pass now from the Gospels to the Acts 
of the Apostles we shall meet with the same fact. The 
miracle of tongues on the day of Pentecost, with Peter's 
exposition of Christian truth, added three thousand to the 
church in a single day. The healing of the cripple at 
the Beautiful Gate, produced another harvest of faith. 
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The miraculous death of Ananias and Sapphira, with the 
" many signs and wonders " wrought among the people 
by the hands of the apostles, caused that " believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multitudes both men and 
women."*^ So when Philip went down to a city of 
Samaria and preached Christ unto them, " the people ^Hth 
one accord gave heed urito those things which Philip 
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did."** 
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus was clearlv the result of 
a miracle, and miraculous was the whole series of events 
by which the gospel was first preached to the Gentiles in 
the person of Cornelius. At Antioch "the hand of the 
Lord was with " the preachers of the gospel, " and a great 
number believed and turned unto the Lord." ** When 
Elymas the sorcerer was smitten with blindness, "the 
deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of the Lord."** 

Notable objections may, as Bishop Butler has suggested, 
be urged against miracles as a proof of religion, when they 
are considered as a matter of speculation, but, " con- 
sidered as a practical thing, there is none at all." There 
is no one who would not feel their force, if exhibited to 
himself, or fairly considered as facts substantiated by testi- 
mony. The Lycaonians *® and the inhabitants of Melita,*^ 
acted and judged in a manner perfectly accordant with our 
nature, when they recognized the apostles who worked 
miracles before them as gods. The young man born 
blind, but still with a clear and discriminating intellect, 
and Nicodemus, one of the rulers of Israel, reasoned in a 
more enlightened way, but in the selfsame direction, in re- 
lation to the miracles of our Saviour. They saw in them 
the proofs of a divine interposition, and the unquestioned 
token of the divine favor and guidance. " Here is a 
marvellous thing," said the former to the cavilling Jews, 
" that ye know not whence he (Jesus) is, and yet he hath 
opened my eyes. ... If this man were not of God, he could 
do nothing." ^ So Nicodemus said, " Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God, for no man could 
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do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him." Even the enemies of our Saviour plainly recog- 
nized miracles as proof which their fellow men could not 
but receive of his divine mission, and in their malice urged 
their persecutions the more vehemently on this very ac- 
count After the resurrection of Lazarus, the chief priests 
and Pharisees gathered a council and said, " What do we ? 
for this man doeth many mirales. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will believe on him." *• In like manner 
after the miracle at the Beautiful Gate, we hear the same 
council reasoning with themselves, " saying. What shall 
we do to these men, for that a notable miracle hath been 
done by them, is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusa- 
lem, and we cannot deny it ; but that it spread no farther 
let us straitly charge them that they speak henceforth to no 
man in this name." 

We have now seen the manner in .which miracles are 
presented in the New Testament. All the proof on the 
various points here exhibited I have not attempted to intro- 
duce ; and perhaps the order adopted is not the best that 
might have been chosen. I might have enlarged our 
sphere of vision by embracing the whole Bible instead of 
the New Testament, and the result would have been, if 
possible, still more decisive. But as it is, and imperfect as 
may be my exhibit of the proofs of the New Testament, I 
think no fair mind can avoid the conclusion, that the Jews 
in the time of Jesus, expected their Messiah to work 
miracles, and that they derived this expectation from the 
prophecies of the Old Testament This is acknowledged 
by the hardiest Neologists of Germany, however they may 
attempt to show that these expectations and these prophe- 
cies were inappropriate or groundless. The fact of such 
expectations is beyond all cavil, and it is equally certain 
that the Jews referred them to these Scriptures. I have 
also shown conclusively, or rather the New Testament it- 
self shows, on almost every page of the Gospels, that 
Christ did actually perform miracles, — not the illusions 
of legerdemain, not the results of natural laws which igno- 
rance or hypocrisy might palm off as immediate works of 
God, but real miracles, which no man with ever so 
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large a knowledge of nature — which no man, magnetised 
or not magnetised, ever did, or could do, except God loere 
with him. And I wish our NeologistSj and RationalislSf 
and MagTietislSj could for one moment stop and consider 
these miracles of the New Testament I wish they would 
do themselves and Christianity the justice to reflect, that 
more than eighteen centuries have passed away, since 
these miracles were performed, during which time the 
world has made an immense progress in knowledge of al- 
most every kind, and especially in every department of 
natural science ; and yet with all our light, with all our 
progress, we have not taken one single step towards, I will 
not say the working' of miracles, but even towards a rational 
conjecture as to the mode of their performance. There 
they stand, as far above all our philosophies, as they did 
above the natural science of the Fishermen of Galilee, or 
of the Scribes and Pharisees of Jerusalem. There is not 
one of them, from the beginning to the end, explained, or 
explainable by any knowledge which we possess, or of 
which we can ever dream. All that we know, or shall 
ever know on the subject, is simply that God willed them 
and they were done. In him alone we find a sufficient 
cause, and beneath him there is none for them. And I 
confess it excites my pity, when men and professed min- 
isters of the gospel practice upon themselves or others the 
miserable deception, which would make animal magne- 
tism, or any other natural power, the mighty agent of these 
astonishing, these stupendous miracles. We have one 
natural magic, the fruit of much science, and our mesmer- 
ism, of which as yet there is no science at all ; and I would 
respectfully ask what either of them has done, or is capable 
of doing, which compares in any degree with the works of 
Jesus and his apostles. Where are the sick which they 
have instantly healed ; where are the lepers they have 
cleansed ; where are the blind to whom they have given 
sight, and the dumb whom they have made to sing ; and 
where, where are the dead whom they have called forth 
from the grave ? Of all human follies that seems to me 
the most intense, and I had almost said the most hopeless, 
which, grasping at the idle dr^ms of the clairvoyant, or 
the strange, disjointed, m,jM^d^i*^bd,.^r:as yet not half 
understood influences of^nutiat magnetism, thiiiks to find 
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in them the clear eye of prophecy, and the irresistible en- 
ergy of miraculous power, exhibited to us on the immor- 
tal pages of the Holy Bible. 

I have also shown, that both Christ and his apostles, in 
perfect accordance with every just conception of a miracle, 
uniformly ascribed them to Almighty God, and represented 
themselves only as the agents through whom he exhibited 
them. They never alluded to any laws of nature, or to any 
natural energy, to any power belonging either to them- 
selves, or to the world around them, physical or spiritual, 
as the source of their miracles, but referred them directly, 
expressly, emphatically, to the great Creator himself, and to 
him alone. They were, as they declared, his work, and all 
but the prejudiced, the corrupt, the hardened, so regarded 
and received them. If now any one is pleased to assume, 
that miracles are wrought by auy natural law whatsoever, 
I must suggest that he is bound to explain to himself and 
the world, this his hypothesis, in connexion with the char- 
acter of Christ and his apostles. Were they ignorant, 
and themselves deceived ? Did they suppose themselves 
favored by God with these miraculous powers, while in 
fact they were powers actually belonging to all men, or 
within the reach of every human hand? Behold, then, 
the great moral and religious Reformers of the world, the 
sources, from which were to stream forth beams of divine 
light, and whose words, like winged angels, were to tra- 
verse and enlighten the whole earth ; behold them, I say, 
crippled and palsied in the very outset, by a fundamental 
deception and error ! Ignorant who wnrought these works, 
they might well be ignorant of every thing else. I can ac- 
cept no such divine teachers. Yet, on the supposition we 
are now considering, they were either grossly ig^norant of 
the very first fact they should have known, and without 
knowing which they can give us no assurance that they 
know any thing relating to their great work, or else, — for 
there is no alternative, — they purposely, in the beginning, 
set forth, and pertinaciously maintained throughout, a rank 
and graceless lie ! The advocate of natural or mesmeric 
miracles, may choose which horn of this dilemma he will 
seize. Either of them, if true, is fatal to Christianity. 

But this is not the worst of the case. Jesus not only as- 
cribed his miracles directly to the divine power and will, 
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but also, as I have likewise shown, represented them as 
the proper proof of his divine commission, his Messiahship, 
and the truth of his doctrine. For this purpose he appeal- 
ed to them, as the witness and testimony of God in his 
behalf, and threatened the Jews with divine punishment, 
with wasting and destruction, if they did not believe him. 
Was this all true, I ask ? Then Jesus is true, and Chris- 
tianity is also true. But if these miracles were not thus 
from God, if they were the result of any natural laws, then 
are they no proof of the divine interposition or favor, and 
bear no witness to the truth of our religion. Then Jesus 
rested his religion on false grounds through ignorance^ or 
alleged these false grounds for it through sheer imposture ! 
Perhaps I shall be told that the laws of nature, by which 
Jesus wrought his miracles, were very high laws, then un- 
known, and still unknown to the world, but which he per- 
fectly comprehended. To this I have two answers. And 
first, if Jesus knew that he performed his miracles by these 
high natural laws, he was not only guilty of false and in- 
consequent reasoning, in attempting to prove his divine 
commission ^ them, but he was also guilty of the most 
unblushing effrontery and falsehood, in uniformly ascrib- 
ing them to God. Common honesty required him to tell 
us the truth, and the pretensions to a divine mission car- 
ried this obligation up to its highest point. But secondly ; 
this shallow attempt to rid the New Testament of every 
thing like real miracles, accomplishes its work, as far as 
that is possible, by assuming a miracle, not inferior to the 
most stupendous which the Bible records. Jesus perfectly 
comprehended these high, and, to all the world beside, un- 
known laws of nature ! And who was Jesus, thus to get 
the start of the whole human race in the domain of natural 
science ? A poor mechanic ol Nazareth of Galilee ; a Jew 
by birth and education, without learning, without advan- 
tages, ignorant of the great world of literature and science 
which Greece and Rome opened to the student, ignorant 
of every thing that could enable him to dive into the mys- 
teries of nature, and draw forth her wonderful powers. 
And yet, if we must believe our new fledged philosophers, 
this man, thus conditioned, actually knew more of nature, 
saw deeper into her bosom, and grasped more of her en- 
ergies, than the whole scientific world, firom the days of 
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Tubal-Cain, that primitive "instructer of every artificer in 
brass and iron," down to this present moment Nay, he 
strode on so immensely before the ages, that our lynx-eyed 
science of this very day cannot even catch a glimpse of his 
footsteps. Of all miracles ever exhibited on earth, Jesus 
of Nazareth, on this supposition, is the greatest ; for by 
what " law of nature," I would humbly ask, did he, or 
could he, attain to such vast and astonishing knowledge ? 
I should sooner expect to meet the highest reach of Euro- 
pean science and art in a nation of savages, than such 
transcendant knowledge in any citizen of ancient Galilee. 
Possibly, I shall be told that this miraculous power is the 
firuit of moral or spiritual developement ; but were this 
granted, which of course it cannot be, how would it re- 
lieve us of the difficulty ? How came Jesus of Nazareth 
by such an immense moral developement ? What natural 
causes conspired to raise him to such an immeasurable 
height above his whole nation, his whole race ? And how, 
on this hypothesis, did it happen, that the fishermen of 
Galilee, so suddenly afterwards came to tread in his foot- 
steps ? Besides, Peter denied that it was by " any power 
or holiness" of their own, that the apostles wrought mira- 
cles. 

In all these vagaries — for they deserve no better name 
— we are only passing from miracle to miracle, in the ab- 
surd attempt to avoid all miracles. To him who can sit 
down meekly, and with a teachable spirit, to the perusal 
of the New Testament, these difficulties all vanish. Ac- 
cording to that, God sent Jesus^ and accompanied him with 
all necessary wisdom and power. The doctrine was 
God's, the miracles were his also. 

In the foregoing presentation of the New Testament 
doctrine of miracles, it has been shown, that not only did 
the Saviour represent his miracles as properly divine works, 
and as legitimate proofs of his Messiahship, but that they 
were thus received, and that great multitudes did believe 
in Jesus as the Christ, on account of these works. Wheth- 
er they acted with reason or otherwise, may perhaps be 
disputed by some, and is likely to be, by that class of 
thinkers, or no-thinkers, who speak of the miracles as ob- 
jections and hindrances to Christian faith. We meet with 
some German divines, who imagine that the doctrines of 
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Christianity must recommend its miracles, rather than 
miracles confirm its doctrines. I shall have little dispute 
on this point If, as I maintain, and as the New Testa- 
ment constantly teaches,, miracles are the direct works of 
God, I shall t?ike it for granted, that in working so many 
of them in the first planting of our Holy Religion, infinite 
Wisdom had some important purpose in view. Thht pur- 
pose, according to the New Testament, was to prove Jesus' 
mission and Messiahship ; and to say that the means were 
inappropriate or insufficient, to effect the end proposed, is 
modestly to charge God with folly ! I may perhaps be 
told, as it has been repeatedly asserted in this country, that 
this means, if it were the means, actually failed — that the 
miracles did not bring men to a faith in Christ and his 
gospel. If by this it is only meant, that the miracles of 
Jesus did not convince all who saw, or heard of them, it 
is readily conceded ; but if it be supposed that this is any 
objection against the validity of this kind of proof, it should 
be remembered that it lies equally against every kind of 
proof, and indeed all proof of every kind which was gran- 
ted to recommend and confirm the Christian religion ; for 
both external and internal evidence was insufficient to con- 
vince some of the stubborn and malicious Jews, to whom 
the gospel was first preached, and some Gentiles, to whom 
it was afterward carried. Nor is there any kind of proof, 
except demonstration, properly so called, which does com- 
mand universal belief; and this, from the very nature of 
the case, is not applicable to religion, natural or revealed, 
nor to any of the affairs of human life. Yet miracles ap- 
proach as near to this kind of proof, as any thing in the 
whole range of human experience, and he who can resist 
their force, "would not be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead." 

From what I have now said, let it not be thought that I 
undervalue the internal evidences of our holy religion, o 
reject the moral arguments which have so often, and su 
powerfully been urged in its favor. Yet while I would 
place a proper estimate upon this evidence, and these ar- 
guments, 1 cannot avoid the fullest conviction, that no man 
can reject the evidence of prophecy and miracles, without 
endangering the whole Christian faith, nay, without de- 
stroying it. It is not a case that admits of our election* 
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We are not at liberty to choose, that we will rest Chris- 
tianity on merely internal evidence, to the exclusion of the 
external. We are not at liberty thus to do, because the 
Founder of Christianity himself has determined its proofs, 
and has so inwoven prophecy and miracles with his whole 
life and religion, that no man can separate, without de- 
stroying them. Historically, you can no more conceive of 
Christianity without miracles, than you can conceive of 
the free, democratic institutions of the United States, with- 
out the Revolutionary war. They are not only linked in- 
dissolubly together, but one is a growth, the developement 
of the other. Without miracles, no man ever yet assigned 
even a probable cause for the origin of Christianity, or its 
early and rapid progress. This has been the great problem 
for infidelity to solve, for eighteen hundred years, and it is 
as far from a solution now, as it was at the beginning. 
Take Christianity as it comes to us in its own authentic 
records, and it explains its own facts, and makes luminous 
every phenomenon which disturbs and harrasses the unbe- 
liever. Reject the miracles, and as has been well remark- 
ed by a foreign writer, " the growth and spread of the 
Christian religion, may almost appear more miraculous 
without the miracles than with them." 

I have ^before remarked, that this whole Neohgisticy or 
Rational mode of thinking and of treating the miracles of 
the New Testament, is purely German. For the last hun- 
dred years, the German mind has been in a state of con- 
stant, and almost unparalleled ferment, and theology un- 
fortunately, owing to the peculiar character of German in- 
stitutions, has opened a wide field for the exhibition of 
every hypothesis and fancy under heaven. An unbounded 
reliance on philosophical Gnosis ; an absolute rage for no- 
velty, under the delusive notion, that whatever is novel, 
must therefore be true ; a sincere desire, perhaps, in many 
cases, for a deeper insight and knowledge, and a real, but 
unavowed infidelity in many others ; a wish, it may be in 
some instances, to remove our religion from the attacks of 
its enemies, by surrendering the chief points of assault, 
and a fixed purpose in others to betray it into the hands of 
the foe ; a restlessness under authority, and a vain ambi- 
tion to place Christianity in new ughts, and on new 
grounds ; these, and the like dispositions, have conspired 
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to produce these results to which I have referred. Talents, 
learning, ingenuity, an unwearied industry and persever- 
ance, have been consecrated to the furtherance of such ends 
and aims. But the mania has reached its crisis, and more 
truly rational views are prevailing. Many of the notions 
that were rife a few years ago, are now growing obsolete ; 
and I cannot doubt, that the time is hastening on when 
Germany shall take her place among the foremost of the 
nations of Christendom in a sound, a living, practical. 
Scripture orthodoxy. 

Unfortunately for this country, a few, who are capable 
of better things, amuse themselves, and perhaps flatter a 
puerile vanity, by picking up the slough of the German 
mind, by gathering the froth and scum thrown off in its 
process of fermentation, and then sagely present it to us 
Americans, as the results of their own profound investiga- 
tions, of lofty thought. But, beneath these Cory phei, there 
is another, and a less enviable rank, a class of young ar- 
dent spirits, who, ignorant alike of the German language 
and theology, have picked up, at third or fourth hand, a 
few German notions upon miracles and inspiration, and 
with a few learned words like " developement" and " moral 
consciousness," launch forth from this dark mundane 
sphere, into the bright Infinite, and revel to absolute satiety, 
amidst the Beautiful, the Good, and the True. What are 
miracles to them ! What is the Bible, with its plain teach- 
ings, its simple gospel, to their illuminated souls ! They 
can manufacture at will, their own Christs, and their own 
Evangels. They need no revelation from God, for their 
developed moral consciousness is at once the teacher, and 
the infallible judge of all truth. If they meet a miracle, 
which the dullness of other minds would require to be ex- 
plained, it is easily done by appealing to animal magnetism, 

— of which it seems our Saviour was the original discoverer 

— or else to some mysterious laws of nature, to which they 
are just opening the way. To us poor plodders here in 
the dust of an earthly Christendom ; to us, the unphilosoph- 
ical believers in Jesus of Nazareth and his religion, as they 
are exhibited in the New Testament, they seem, I confess, 
like men decked out in the threadbare, cast-off clothing of 
a Jew's shop, far more than like original gendemen. 

It is not for these I write. They are ^yond my reach. 
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But there are some young minds, not well versed in the 
grounds and evidences of our holy religion, which the 
lofty pretensions and confident air of these sciolists, might 
affect and injure. To such I would say, in the very lan- 
guage of the apostle, " Beware, lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit." If there be any 
thing sacred in our holy religion ; if there be any thing 
true, let it be reverently sought, not in the wisdom of the 
world, but in the inspired and authoritative teachings of 
the New Testament t. j. b. 



Art. XXVI. 
7%e Ministry. 

To the gospel ministry, no period in the moral and re- 
ligious history of our world is fraught with more peculiar 
interest, than the present. We seem to have arrived at 
that epoch, in which men begin to think that we are no 
longer necessarily bound to the past, with its antique forms 
and customs, but are permitted to stand alone by ourselves, 
and shape a new destiny for the race. The symbols of 
other ages are turned into facts, and the old dreams of 
poetry and philosophy, robbed of the mystery of night, are 
converted into tangible precepts and principles, reduced to 
the sternest ordeal of practicability. What was once mere- 
ly believed, must now be acted. Ours is the crucible-age 
of the moral alchemist, which seeks only for precious me- 
tal, and casts away the dross. What was once only the 
object of blind, formal worship, must now be seen as 
something worthy of worship, and more ; it must be seen 
as adapted to human wants, or the Moseses of our day 
will have no more reverence for the god or the creed wor- 
shipped, than the ancient Moses had for the golden calf of 
Aaron. 

The excessive veneration and credulity of olden timesy 
have been succeeded by a moral latitudinarianism. The 
priesthood of Egypt and Chaldea held almost illimitable 
Bway over both civil and ecclesiastical affairs. Even that 
of the Israelites, by the time of the later prophets, hadri»W 
VOL. IV. 32 
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to the excesses of authority, and, under the popular rule of 
tyrannical domination, the people at length became too 
imbecile to desire it otherwise. Primitive Christianity ex- 
erted an opposite influence for a period, but even for ages 
afterwards, ecclesiastical oppression appears to have gain- 
ed a dominating ascendancy over the masses, — an ascen- 
dancy, the power of which has been but slowly weakening 
since the rise of Luther and Melanchthon. We cQme 
down to the present, and now find the religious veneration 
and credulity of the enlightened masses measurably re- 
versed. A change has taken place, which perhaps is at- 
tended with some of the evils of libertinism in sentiment, 
but one, nevertheless, more favorable than a state of men- 
tal enslavement. Germany has experienced the effects of 
this change in the transcendentalism of its theology; 
France, in the scepticism of its philosophy ; and America, 
in some of the radicalisms of its reforms ; but these effects 
may be regarded as only the temporary extreme of mental 
independence, naturally following the former extreme of 
religious servitude ; and another age, perhaps,.may restore 
the public mind back to its proper equilibrium. Every 
revolution is liable to be followed by some evils, opposite 
to those which gave rise to the revolution ; and although 
these may sometimes appear alarming, yet they shall prove 
ordeals for testing the true, and correcting the false and the 
impracticable. 

These remarks may call our attention to the present state 
of Christendom, with more direct reference to the ministry 
of Universal Reconciliation. The religious revolutions of 
this and the last century, have established an idea of per- 
sonal independence from all ecclesiastical restraint, and 
placed the clerical profession in a position entirely un- 
known before. The ministry of old theological systems 
formerly dictated, and the people implicitly obeyed. Its 
superior wisdom and authority were unquestionable. Suf- 
ficient that it had been baptized in a holy name, and had 
been solemnly set apart as the highest human office of di- 
vine appointment Now men are demanding the creden- 
tials of the ministry, and the inteUigent require tangible, 
practicable evidences of its authority. The day of clerical 
infallibility is fast closing. Even the Pope is sometimes 
questioned by his subjects, and in some of the darkest 
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Romish provinces of Europe, the laity begin secretly to 
sneer at the pretensions of monks and priests. In our own, 
and in all Protestant countries, when the people are called 
to believe, to worship, to act, they demand the reasons. 
Prove to us that your god is the true God. Give us your 
evidences before we believe. Tell us the good to be ac- 
complished, before you call upon us to act Shew us that 
yotl are capable of guiding and teaching, before we are 
commanded to follow. *> 

To a ministry whose claims can be supported by no 
enduring test, this state of religious independence may 
present occasion for alarm. And a love of politic power 
may dictate the use of means to intimidate the people in 
their want of implicit subordination to clerical authority. 
Hence, the course pursued, too often we fear, by the clergy 
of the elder schools, to restrain the free outbreaking of pub- 
lic sentiment Even the most philanthropic reforms of 
the age, have been denounced, apparently for no other pur- 
pose than to sustain the time-worn conservatism of Ortho- 
dox theology, and the semi-infallibility of an assuming 
ministry. 

Recent .movements, both in England and America, in- 
dicate a fearful restlessness in regard to the waning unity 
and power of an exclusive priesthood. The cause of this 
waning is found, not only in the want of sentiments suf- 
ficiently liberal, but in the want of ministerial qualifica- 
tions adapted to the demands of the age. With all the ad- 
vantages of wealth and literature, and influence and anti- 
quity, the hitherto popular Protestant ministry has made 
but little advancement in keeping with the progress of the 
arts and sciences, and at the present moment is far in the 
rear of almost every popular movement This has been 
unwillingly acknowledged, although we cheerfully admit 
some honorable individual exceptions. The old familiar 
routine of ceremony and ministration, is unchanged, and 
but few seem to regard it important that new themes, or 
new interests, or new qualifications, should be intro- 
duced, in order to elicit the sympathies of the people. 
Theological truisms are repeated from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
to the same audiences in the same manner, as though the 
same round of changes must be eternally rung, to make 
salvation sure. 
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It is not wonderful that such a ministry should take oc- 
casion for alarm, at modern boldness and innovation. The 
cause of its waning influence over the masses, it is to be 
feared, may remain unknown, until after its glory shall have 
forever departed. But the state of things to which we have 
adverted, may create no unsettling alarm among liberal 
Christians. If we are compelled to see that new de- 
mands are made for an elevated ministry, we shall begin 
to cast about in search of the causes of deficiency, and the 
means of establishing a higher standard of qualifications. 

But while we are convinced that some facilities for ad- 
vancement are requisite, and that changes must necessarily 
come, it may be allowed, that no respect can be entertained 
for that innovating spirit which would sweep away every 
vestige of the past, and rob even the grey haired apostle 
of his glory, as pioneer in the kingdom of impartial Chris- 
tianity. This spirit may be regarded as one of the evils 
attendant upon modern religious revolution, and it may 
be regretted, that the newly born of the present gen^*ation 
should so far forget their spiritual birth, as to imagine that 
they are no longer bound, by grateful remembrances, to 
their spiritual progenitors, but are at liberty to speak of 
them with the lightest flippancy, and to place them a cen* 
tury or less behind the age. It is not well to forget our 
sires, or undervalue their services, because they have done 
the rough, hard work, which might have been left for us to 
do, and which, had they left undone, might have found us 
but poorly prepared for the task, instead of now leaving us 
broad, open fields, waving with golden harvests, ripe for 
the reaper. 

But while we reverence their memory, we may not be- 
lieve, that the ministry of any one age can become the ar- 
bitrary precedent of every subsequent age. The perpetual 
change going on in the moral and religious condition of 
society, may demand a proportionate change in the matter 
and manner of ministerial labor. The danger lies in 
either one of two extremes : the extreme of conservatism, 
and the extreme of radicalism. The former adheres to the 
past with an idolatrous tenacity, and, with a servile imita- 
tion, deems that the mode of argument and illustration, 
adopted during the last century, is alike essential now. It 
is seldom suggestive or original, and never attempts to pie- 
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sent truth in a new light It takes the slowest, circuitous 
route of proofs, and forgets that men now desire to come 
at the truth with the least possible circumlocution. It 
sometimes labors, perhaps, to indoctrinate those who are 
already indoctrinated, to convince those who have long 
since been convinced, to break down prejudices which 
have ceased to exert any considerable influence, to inter- 
pret passages of Scripture which have been familiarly un- 
derstood from the days of Winchester ; and, in brief, to re- 
gard theoretical theology as the Alpha and Omega of 
Christianity. 

In some of its phases, this extreme is content with the 
work of mere demolition. If the old citadels of error can 
be demolished, nothing more is apparently requisite. 
Men's spiritual houses may be torn down over their heads, 
and the foundation be raised ; and when this is accom- 
plished, they are left to seek for themselves. We are un- 
willing to charge home any design of this character ; and 
yet the fact is most undeniable, that much preaching has 
sounded more like an attempt to destroy the old, long 
cherished systems of faith, than an effectual attempt to 
build up the temple of truth, and to present its beauties 
in their loveliest attractions. And besides, a profession of 
utter indifference has been made, in relation to all other 
than apostolical qualifications for the ministry. It may 
appear singular, but no less so than true, that there are pre- 
judices among us against many things, which arise merely 
firom the fact, that these things have been advocated and 
abused by denominations of an opposite faith. We are 
unwilling, however, to admit, that these prejudices are 
either numerous or long-lived, especially in regard to the 
importance of denominational education, the interest de- 
manded in behalf of judicious reforms, and the absolute 
necessity of a ministry, elevated in tone with the highest 
influences of the age. 

The spirit of ultra-radicalism, to which we have alluded, 
seems as far in the opposite extreme. Outgrowing every 
thing of the past, it professes next, an utter contempt of 
all the former modes of argument, and thought, and ap- 
peal, and labors for an entire renovation in the hitherto ex- 
isting matter and manner of ministerial proceeding. If it 
does not regard the fathers as exceedingly superstitious, itre- 

32* 
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gards them, at least, not as wise as they might have been. 
It virtually presupposes, that the circumstances of every 
previous age must have been equal with the present, in 
point of advantage, and wjiatever of the past is now 
deemed not strictly binding upon us, is cast aside as un- 
sound, and as having, somewhere and sometime, indicated 
a great weakness of intellect. The absorbing idea of 
human progress, seems to have obliterated all remem- 
brance of the fact, that we are but the children of the gen- 
eration so much contemned, and that another generation 
coming, may have no more charity for our youthfulness, 
than we have for the benighted sons of the last age. To 
judge all men, both of the past and the present, by our 
highest standard of moral and intellectual consciousness, 
if not the leading, is far from being the least, mistake of 
this theological radicalism. 

It is not readily believed, that this spirit is either veyy 
deep, or widely prevalent ; and it never can be, without an 
entire change in the natiure of truth and humanity. It is 
necessarily of a limited and temporary character. It is not 
surprising, that the rationalism and reform of the present 
century, should lead to some apparently startling excesses, 
but it may be believed, that these excesses will at length 
react, and bring the mind back to the medium of modera- 
tion. It was impossible that the religious sentiments of 
veneration and belief, should always remain taxed as they 
were for centuries, and it may become equally impossible, 
that these sentiments can long remain in the opposite state 
of reaction. Men may break loose for a time from all old 
allegiances, and in the rapid race of human progress, may 
seem to outrun every thing that belongs to the past. But 
men will still believe and revere, and associations yet 
will linger around the present, and weave in the enchant- 
ment of things old, and mysterious, and venerable. 

But the fact that we may be able to see nothing finally 
destructive in the tendency of this radicalism, may not 
allow us to rest too secure from the evils of its present in- 
fluence. We are not yet permitted to believe, that the 
spirit of reform requires us to forget the fundamental 
principles of our religion. The work begun by our spirit- 
ual fathers, is far from being completed. We have fallen 
into an erroneous position, if we regard the world* as ahreadjf 



1847.] The Ministry. 388 

sufficiendy indoctrinated, to warrant us in remaining com- 
paratively indilBFerent in reference to the distinguishing fea- 
tures of liberal Christianity. Almost every community is 
still in need of light, on points with which we are so fa- 
miliar, that we fondly suppose all should be equally in- 
formed with ourselves. The minister may have more re- 
lish for higher and deeper truths, and may feel more in- 
terest in views of a lofty and sublime character, beyond the 
developement of ordinary minds, but he may remember 
that there are other minds waiting for the first dawn of 
light, — minds among the young and the old, yet weak 
and infantile, or unborn into the kingdom. 

The ambition to soar above all the ordinary heights of 
understanding, may succeed in gaining a certain reputa- 
tion, but may often fail in proving the most edifying or 
profitable. Words that speak home with a winning far 
miliarity to the human heart, and address the common, as 
well as the cultivated mind, and that communicate the 
plain, practical inteUigence of truth, are the words most fre- 
quently needed among the wanting masses of society. It 
is not always so much in the sublimity of conception, and 
in the originality of matter, as in the winning and attrac- 
tive spirit of presentation. The commonest thoughts may 
thrill with newly awakened interest, when clothed in the 
simplest sentences of natural eloquence. No one can com- 
mend the stale, unoriginal repetition of hackneyed phrases 
and themes ; and yet a commendable distinction may be 
made between matter and manner, below mediocrity, and 
above ordinary intelligence. It is true that we may be 
delighted at times, with flights above the usual level, and we 
may regard that as a noble. Christian genius, which is able 
to plunge deep into the mine of thought, and to soar high 
in the upper elements. Such profundity, and originality 
of talent, become sometimes requisite to elicit the interest 
of cultivated minds, and without this, the ministry receives 
but little influence or sympathy from the learned and the 
intellectual. 

But there is an excess of this talent, which may become 
fastidious in regard to every thing not entirely original or 
striking, and in its fastidiousness may even pass over many 
of the plain and most important truths of Christianity. In 
its gaze after something far-fetched, it may overlook that 
needful knowledge, which, 
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" Like our common food 

Unhedg'd, lies open in life's common field.'' 

It may sacrifice a sentiment to the smoothness of a sen- 
tence, or the roundness of a period. It may disrelish the 
explicit statement of any plain theological truth, lest de- 
finite doctrine should excite the distaste of the over-nice ; 
and the use of the denominational name of Universalism, 
or any other iswi, may be regarded as quite antiquated 
and very indelicate, to say the least, if not absolutely offen- 
sive and sectarian. 

It will be remembered that we are alluding to an ex- 
treme, which we are unwilling to admit is, or ever will be- 
come, prevalent to any considerable extent, while our 
ministry is governed by the candid and rational spirit of 
Christianity, which has marked our history thus far ; 
though the over-fastidious and non-committal course adop- 
ted by that popular ministry in New England, which en- 
tertains more sympathy in sentiment and fellowship for our 
firaternity, than any other, may not have been without 
its influence. It may seem inexpedient, perhaps, to some, 
that any allusions of this character should appear before 
the public. But if there are possible dangers, or apparent 
deficiencies, we are called to take an open position before 
that public, in which the ministry is appointed to labor. 
That we are stiU necessarily imperfect, is no more than 
every sect in Christendom must admit, in reference to its 
own ministry. And if our failings, in any respect, are ma- 
nifested in community, unless there is a sufficient exercise 
of humility and candor to acknowledge it, to offier our pro- 
test, and to submit suggestions of a remedial character, 
that community must regard our silence as indicative of 
either weakness, or indifference, and will render us respon- 
sible for these failings, and all their hindrances to the cause 
of God's truth. Concealment is impossible before an Ar- 
gus-eyed Christendom ; and is not asked. 

As delicate as we may feel, in reference to owning that 
we are still deficient, unless we do own it, and adopt some 
corrective measures, it must inevitably be told us by the 
loud-tongued world, in a manner to cause a deeper hu- 
miliation. There is no cause here for a panic, and yet 
there is a duty to be discharged on this subject, which per- 
mits of no indifferentism. We may trust, that those who 
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would read and appreciate a Magazine of this character, 
may be prepared to make some palliation for the circum« 
stances under which our denomination has risen to its pre- 
sent comparatively promising condition, and to allow for 
the disadvantageous struggles, against which our ministry 
has labored. Considering all things, it will be believed, 
that there is no occ^ion for serious alarm, though there is 
unquestionable room for improvement 

Hitherto, many converts to the ministry have come over 
to the advocacy of our sentiments from the field of contro« 
versy, and have naturally brought with them the zeal of a 
bold, controversial spirit This has been unavoidable. 
Inflamed by that noble ardor which becomes aroused from 
the long torpor of error, and which starts up with new life 
before the convictions of impartial truth and love, they 
have suddenly awakened into another being, and resolved 
to enlist as champions of the gospel. And many, pre- 
pared only by the natural gifts of God, trusting lot the 
spirit of their Master, have gone out accomplishing a com- 
mendable work. Others again, inflamed only by an un- 
natural zeal, which has necessarily proved of a temporary 
character, under the impulse of weak and short-lived ener- 
gies, have enlisted for a time, and after a few ineffectual 
efforts, have languished, and their ministerial existence has 
closed or lingered along in an intermediate state. Classes 
of a character somewhat similar with this may be grouped 
together, and none can fail to account for their limited suc- 
cess. 

A zeal for controversy alone, must be acknowledged as 
inefficient for the gospel ministry. Something more than 
a desire to gain a theological conquest over the errors of 
the religious world is requisite. If this desire lies at the 
foundation of all hope, numerous defeats and disappoint- 
ments will surely ensue. The young man, radiant with 
new light and strong in the faith, feels confident of the 
power lodged within him; and in the warmth of his 
energy, perhaps, resolves to commence public labors with 
litde delay. Sanguine of immediate success, he fancies 
no possibility of failure, and believes that he can easily 
convince others of that which appears so evident to his 
own mind. Other than the ability to advocate and defend 
the impartial gospel as a theory, and to oppose the old 
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systems of theology, perhaps, never enters his mind as 
necessary to render him qusJified for the ministry. 

The frequent result in such cases is painfully obvious. 
The zeal of the uninitiated has transcended both knowledge 
and experience. He finds society still filled with men and 
women who are yet unprepared for a liberal Christianity, 
and he becomes impatient with the tardy advancement of 
truth, and the questionable manner in which his labors are 
received. He finds the field of the ministy one of long, 
unwearied toil, and a thousand difficulties and demands 
are made which had never been fairly anticipated. He 
wonders that community is not immediately aroused and 
convinced according to his own convictions. He sees 
many who are already favorable to the truth he attempts 
to advocate, but he is unable to enlist their interest or 
awaken a commendable spirit of action. Impatient of 
success, perhaps, he abandons all ennobling exertion, and 
attributes his failure to the ingratitude of friends or the 
want of being duly appreciated. We are aware that these 
statements may sound severe and censorious, but when 
facts meet us in the face there is no possible evasion. We 
may offer no impeachment of motives in instances of this 
character, for it is believed that motives may often be of the 
purest nature, where, at the same time, there is a lack of 
comprehensiveness in judgment relative to the demands 
and qualifications of the gospel teacher. 

But neither purity of motives nor goodness of character 
alone can afford sJl the facilities of ministerial success. 
As indispensable as these are, by themselves they are un- 
able to impart a vigorous power to public ministrations. 
We may sympathize with the emotions of that ex- 
cellent man who appears willing to consecrate himself 
unreservedly to the Master's work, and we may admire his 
sacrificing spirit, yet while it is painfully apparent that he 
is deficient in some positive energies and attainments, in- 
dispensable to any considerable success as a minister, we 
are unable to hope otherwise. To onjoy the reputation of 
being called a " good man," is commendable indeed ; but 
when this compliment is bestowed, it too frequently means 
— nothing more. A physician may be a good man, in a 
moral sense, and yet be regarded an unskillful physician. 

But let it not be supposed that the absence of Christian 
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virtues of the most elevated character, will ever allow of 
any eminent usefulness in the gospel ministry. We only 
intended to premise that these alone cannot always supply 
the lack of other abilities. The minister's mere tact and 
speech, without a high exemplification of Christian excel- 
lences, may serve only to render all his professions odious 
to the world. Bare intellectual prudence and management 
and talent, governed only by the motive to succeed in 
gaining an influence, the policy of establishing a reputa- 
tion or personal advantage, without that deep motive of 
duty and principle which would dictate the same course 
of life under every circumstance, may prevail for a time, 
but can never supply the place of those spontaneous vir- 
tues which emanate from a heart and mind under the in- 
fluence of divine regeneration. 

There are many spheres in the Christian ministry where 
unsoundness of heart and the want of a spirit baptised in 
the loftiest elements of religion, will be detected and cause 
failures in the fulfilment of duty. Nothing short of a 
thorough culture of all the moral and religious sentiments, 
can prepare the mind for the multiplied scenes of trial in 
which the pastor is called to mingle and render the hopes 
and the sympathies of Christianity. A cold form of duty 
may sometimes avail, but will more often reveal its hoUow- 
ness, and react with an overpowering consciousness of an 
absence of deep, spiritual earnestness of soul. Patient in- 
struction to the uninformed, consolation to the afflicted, 
strength to the weak and tempted, hope to the dispondent, 
and prayer either in the sanctuary or at the bedside of the 
sick and dying, and many other ministrations of the 
gospel, may seem like the services of a task-master, dictated 
as cold duties of necessity, without the impulse of motives 
that arise from the emotions of a spiritually cultivated heart 
In fact, but few have ever felt themselves fully prepared 
for these trying occasions of duty. 

A liberal ministry of the present age, perhaps, may be 
regarded as possessing some peculiar attractions to young 
men whose minds may have been upon other learned profes- 
sions. While the medical and legal professions have 
been fluctuating and at the same time nlled with su|>er- 
numerary hosts, both with many indications of revolution 
and decline, and especially the profession of the bar, thejr 
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have ceased to offer the most flattering promises ; while the 
revolutions of the religious world, of late, have measurably 
tended to give the ministry an almost entirely new sphere, 
and to offer inducements hitherto unknown, and of an ex- 
alted character. When science and philosophy and the 
higher branches of literature were considered obnoxious to 
theology, and foreign to the pulpit, the ministry presented 
little or no attractions to certain classes of minds. But lib- 
eral Christianity has effected a public revolution on this sub- 
ject, and the ministerial field is now beginning to be regard- 
ed as demanding the whole range of science, philosophy 
and literature. Hence, it may not be surprising that many 
have turned their attention to it as the most favorable 
opening for lofty hopes and aspirations, without deeply 
considering its disinterested mission of philanthropy, 
and the higher motives requisite to the candidate. 
While the ministry may demand some proficiency in the 
popular branches of intellectual education, it may not be 
deemed the proper field of literary ambition. There are 
pulpit and pastoral duties which will admit of but little in- 
fringement The highest hopes and the most arduous 
labors are demanded in behalf of the parish and pulpit 
All ambition must become measurably confined to the one 
great profession itself, or a partial failure is almost inevi- 
table. A love of Christian truth and the growth of genuine 
religion must be the absorbing aim. Every facility for 
mental advancement and every pursuit in intellectual sci- 
ence are needed as aids in the ministration of that highest 
and holiest of all missions. Unless the religious senti- 
ments are kept in predominant activity, any ministry will 
prove ineffectual. More love for literature than for the- 
ology or religion, more ambition in behalf of intellectual 
attainments than in behalf of Christ's kingdom, will surely 
be succeeded by spiritual barrenness and desolation. 

This is no field offering the mere luxuries of literature, 
but one of hard labor, in which are still found elements 
that demand subduing. A large portion of the world is 
yet anconvinced and unconverted. Trying sacrifices are 
still required, and he who hopes to find success here in 
ease, will meet with the worst disappointments.^ Without 
the most serious preparations, mental ami religious, for the 
work of die ministry, young seal and aspiiatioa alone 
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soon be followed by the most mortifying failure. Vague 
dreams of glory, with no hopes or qualifications of the true 
exalted character, after a few years of experience, will 
vanish before untried realities. And there is no flattery 
here for that impatience, which is sanguine of immediate 
conquests without one substantial basis for expectation. 

There is much that might be said here, and more than 
is desirable. An allusion may be made to that ambition 
which is satisfied only with the most popular fields of labor, 
and unless such fields are immediately opened, it is 
thought that there is a lack of appreciation. But that 
ambition were better confined to a limited sphere ; and the 
experience of years, perhaps, may bring some humiliating 
lessons of the vanity of inordinate aspirations. There are 
different fields of labor adapted to different tialents, and the 
servant of Him who went about doing good at the call of 
humanity, may rest assured that he will be called where 
his labors are most needed and are the most appropriately 
adapted. And the more humble the sphere, the less the 
care, and the more the time for self-culture and the oppor- 
tunity for noble exertions. 

But the difference in the spheres of the ministry may 
not lead to indifferentism in regard to the importance of 
the highest preparation and improvement. There are ex- 
cesses in application to study, and excesses in intellectual 
indolence. The former will induce failure in pastoral 
duties, and the latter in the demands of the pulpit For a 
failure in the latter, there is no apology that will avail 
before a discriminating public. We may despise art and 
education as we please, and contend that apostolical quali- 
fications are as efficient and complete now as they were 
centuries since ; but when an intelligent community calls 
for an instructive, influential ministry, the call must be 
answered, or an immense loss of influence be suffered. 
What shall be done ? That a high standard is needed, 
can no longer remain questionable. The time has passed, 
when nothing more than a knowledge of theology in its 
most superficial branches, as requisite in popular religious 
controversies, and a few smatterings in science and litera- 
ture, will prove available. We are not prepared to com- 
mend modern fastidiousness in every particular, but we 
cannot, at the same time, avoid the conviction that there 
VOL. IV. 33 
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have been some just reasons of complaint against the 
ministry. Not against ours more than all others; or as 
much ; for we believe that no ministry has excelled it, or 
succeeded as well, under similar disadvantages, in making 
a deeper impression in the public mind. But professing 
the highest moral and religious position, a high position is 
requisite in regard to all the leading interests and improve- 
ments of the dav. Our institutions, religious, reformatory 
and educational, must occupy a commandiitg platform. 
Our periodicals for the people need sustaining, but we 
have need also of sustaining works of the most elevated 
theological and literary tone. We have publications of 
this character which have done credit both to the authors 
and publishers, and they are constantly increasing. As 
an Annual, the Rose of Sharon now stands equal to any 
work of the kind in our country. But the fate of the Ex- 
positor is known to all. It has been succeeded by the 
Quarterly ; but shall we ask how this elevated work is and 
has been sustained by many of the ministry during its first 
years of existence ? It is now in its fourth year, and appeal 
after appeal has been put forth. But it may be regretted that 
its subscription list speaks but faintly in prcdse of many 
whose names are absent To sav that there is a want of 
taste and appreciation for a periodical like the Quarterly, 
is more than is freely confessed, and yet without this con- 
fession the deficiency in ministerial supporters is wholly 
unaccountable. 

We shall not be understood as idolizing human quali- 
fications, and yet their importance will be admitted as in- 
dispensable. The new age demands appropriate thought 
and style and illustration in presentiug Christianity. 
Helps may be found in the works of the past, but every 
man is now required, besides, to think and communicate 
for himself. Without a knowledge of the themes of public 
interest in present vogue, there is no adaptation to public 
wants. The skeletons of old sermons that lived and spoke 
in the last century, need not be raised to life for the present 
Men must now build and fill up for themslves, for 
plagiarism has become an employment of a questionable 
character. And yet there are some models of the past firom 
which we may derive profitable lessons in thought and 
style. The earnestness of Massillon, the deep, varied 
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thoughtfolness of Saurin, the fervent, yet simple eloquence 
of Fenelon, the rich, chaste simplicity of Blair, may afford 
the most impressive influences. The sermons oi Chan- 
ning, of M artineau, of Dewey, and of some living divines 
in our midst, not wholly confined to other denominations, 
are worthy of the closest perusal in the formation of an 
efficient style of thought and communication. Yet no ex- 
traneous aids can supply a deficiency, in the absence of 
self-culture, of personal independence and application, of 
energies capable of educing some amount of treshness and 
originality, of close perseverance in thought and study, of 
careful preparation for the desk, and the ability to command 
a natural and an effective mode of communication. Let 
individuality be sacrificed, and the pulpit is not only turned 
into a stage, but the minister becomes a mimicking actor. 

But while other things are borne in mind, it may be well 
also to remember the first requisitions of Christianity. 
The servant, not above his Master, may ever learn more 
readily at one school, than at the schools of all other autho- 
rity, and learn too, with no pride or arrogance to lead into 
a state of mental self-sufficiency, — with no self-assurances 
of perfection in human tact or attainment, — with no in- 
ordinate love of ambition to soar above the multitudes, — 
with no mock heroism or philanthropy blushing at the 
humility of Jesus or the lowliest saintship of his disciples, 
and with no seeking after the favor or the emolument of 
men above the self-forgetfulness of Christian sacrifice and 
duty. There is much still to be learned of Him whom the 
world's conceited wisdom would disown. 

In the love of innovation, and in the refinement of pub- 
lic tastes, heed may be taken lest all taste for the un- 
adorned truth is lost, and the simplicity as ^ell as the use- 
fulness of the gospel become forgotten. A high state of 
cultivation, it is true, is not expected to tolerate the labors 
of the ministry without the assistance to be drawn from 
science and philosophy, from nature and poetry, from 
history and biography, — without a portion oi the needed 
embeUshments of elocution, nor without an interest in 
those reforms which are revolutionizing our race. In fact, 
the ministry is comparatively powerless without an 
evinced interest in those tastes and movements which are 
dictated by a higher state of humanity and intelligence. 
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The pulpit has long enough been denounced as a century 
behind the age ; but in doing the duty now to be done, 
and in repelling this charge, no necessity exists to compel 
Christianity itself to be outstripped. The cry of bigotry 
need not frighten from the extreme of old conservatism into 
the other extreme of ranting radicalism; but, grounded on 
that truth which is as old as time, yet fresh as eternity, the 
genuine gospel ministry may stand on the equilibrium 
platform, and remain unmoved in principle among the sur- 
rounding revolutions. Well that a steadying balance is 
held somewhere, in these changing times, and that things 
long cherished are not too hastily laid upon the altar of 
sacrilege. New light shall yet come, and new revolutions ; 
but neither the dawn of a brighter intelligence nor the 
change in human systems of religion, shall alarm the true 
sentinel of Zion. u. c. 



Art. XXVII. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Creation. 

Not more remsurkably does the Bible differ from all 
ancient books in the manner in which its teachings dis- 
close the being, unity, spirituality, and moral government 
of God, than in its view^s respecting the origin of the uni- 
verse, and of the myriad forms of existence with which it 
is peopled. Though vratten at different periods, and for 
the most part by men who knew nothing of the advantages 
of intellectual culture, its pages are radiant with a philoso- 
phy of nature which is transcendently simple, spiritual and 
sublime, — a philosophy, a theory, infinitely superior to aU 
the other teachings of the ancient world ; wearing upon its 
face distinct marks of the reality of its claims to a divine 
origin. It is marred by traces of none of the systems of 
pantheism, dualism, polytheism, or scepticism, which hung, 
spectre-like, over the early ages. Its difference from, and 
its superiority over, them all, are distinctly indicated by the 
sentence which forms the commencement of the sacred 
volume: — <<In the beginning God created the heaven 
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and the earth ;" and this doctrine, asserting that all things 
in universal nature have been created, made, or formed, 
(words having essentially the same meaning in the mouths 
of the sacred teachers,) by the direct agency of one God, 
pervades like a thread of gold the entire teachings of the 
book. 

It is a great mistake to imagine, as many appear to have 
done, that the account of the production of the earth and 
its inhabitants, in the first chapter of Genesis, usually called 
the Mosaic Cosmogony, covers the whole subject of crea- 
tion, as presented in the Scriptures. It is true, this account 
forms the only instance in which any of the sacred teachers 
have indulged in anything like detail, touching the order 
in which things were brought into existence ; but if this 
account were torn from the Bible by the rude hand of a 
sceptical philosophy, there would still remain in it almost 
everything essentially important affecting the subject of 
creation, at least as regarded from a religious point of view. 
We have no fears, however, that this account will be 
effectually set aside. In freedom from absurd and sicken- 
ing details, — in simplicity, beauty, and grandeur, it has 
no parallel in any of the cosmogonies that have come 
down to us from the past ; and if it be compared, in the 
light of a liberal interpretation, with the disclosures of 
modern science, — disclosures of which the writer could 
have known nothing, — it will be found to be substantially 
true. It has stood, it will stand, investigation. But we 
must not allow it to engross our whole attention, in con- 
sidering what the Scriptures teach in relation to the subject 
in hand. There is scarcely a page on which we are not 
expressly taught, that all things have had their origin in a 
work of creation, — in the will and energy of an all-wise 
and benevolent Creator ; as in the following sublime pas- 
sages : — " O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wis- 
dom hast thou made them all ; the earth is full of thy 
riches." " I consider thy heavens the work of thy fingers ; 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained." " He 
commanded, and they were created." " He spake, and it 
was done ; he commanded, and it stood fast." " Thy 
hands have made me, and fashioned me." *' The great 
God formed all things." " The Lord hath made all things 
for himself." << Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of 

33» 
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Israel, and his Maker ; Ask of me concerning the work of 
mine hands. I have made the earth, and created man 
upon it : I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, 
and all their host have I commanded. Thus saith the 
Lord, that created the heavens, God himself that formed 
the earth ; he hath established it : he created it not in vain ; 
he formed it to be inhabited." " We preach unto you, that 
ye should turn from these vanities to the living God, who 
made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all things that are 
therein." " God made the world, and all things therein." 
" We are his workmanship." " Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created." " And God saw everything that he made, and, 
behold, they were very good." ^ 

These are some of " the Vestiges of Creation," which 
have been transmitted to us in the archives of revelation, 
and they leave us no room to hesitate, in regard to the 
Scriptural view of the origin of things. They have their 
origin, not in chance, not in the repetition of mechanical 
forces, acting in a circle, nor in the action of a self-regula- 
ting law of natural developement, operating independently 
of a directing intelligence, nor yet in the perpetual evolu- 
tion of different forms of being from one homogeneous 
mass, '' changing through all, and yet in all the same :" 
but, on the Scriptural hypothesis, all things have their 
origin in the creative energy of one God, each appearing 
at the time, and with the qualities, which he is pleased to 
assign them. Nor are we left to doubt, in regard to the 
end or purpose for which they have been called into being. 
They have a destiny corresponding to the dignity of their 
origin, varying in degrees, of course, with the limits pre- 
scribed to each in the constitution of their natures. Re- 
ceiving their existence from a Being who is as wise and 
good as he is powerful, they have all been created for be- 
nevolent purposes,^ — for his glory and their good. " For 
himself," — " for his pleasure they are, and were created ;" 
and as it is his pleasure to communicate to others the hap- 

1 Ps. civ. 24 ; yiii. 3; cxlviiL 5; xxxiii. 9; cxix. 73. Prov. xxvi. 10 ; 
xvL 4. Isa. L 26; Iv. 11, 12 — 18. Acts xiv. 15 ; xvii. 24. Eph. iL 
10 Bev.iv. IL Gen. L 31. 
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piness and virtue that dwell in himself, every thing has 
been made " very good." 

Such is the Scripture doctrine of creation. Before at- 
tempting further to develope its nature and relations, and 
before considering its claims to truth in the light of modern 
science, we will bring it into comparison with the most 
prominent systems of theology ana. cosmogony, that pre- 
vailed among the nations of antiquity. We shall thus be 
able to see the originality and sublimity of the Scriptural 
view. 

Beginning with the Egyptians, with whom the Jews 
were more intimately related than any other ancient na- 
tion, and in whose wisdom Moses was learned, ^ we find 
good reason for believing, that he acted no part of an 
impostor, in claiming to have received his views of God 
and nature through a miraculous enlightenment That 
there was a radical difference between the Egyptian and 
the Jewish theology, and therefore that the latter could not 
have been borrowed from the former, has been amply 
shown by the unsuspicious testimony of Herodotus, Plu- 
tarch, and Tacitus. The latter of these heathen historians 
says : " With regard to the Deity, their creed is different. 
The Egyptians worship various animals, and also certain 
symbolical representations, which are the work of man ; 
the Jews acknowledge one God only, and him they see 
in the mind's eye, and him they adore in contemplation, 
condemning, as impious idolators, all who, with perishable 
materials, wrought into the human form, attempt to give 
a representation of the Deity. The God of the Jews, is 
the great governing Mind, that directs and guides the 
whole frame of nature, eternal, infinite, and neither capable 
of change, nor subject to decay." ^ A living writer, in a 
very able work on the religion of ancient Egypt, after a 
wide survey of the subject, remarks : " With respect to 
theology, no two systems can be more directly opposed to 
each other, than the Mosaic doctrine was to that of the 
Egyptians. . . . We must therefore conclude, that in pro- 
mulgating that great and conspicuous truth which Moses 
constantly displays, as the end and principal aim of all 
his regulations, he was neither guided by the lessons, 

s Acts viL 22. ^Murphy's Tacitus, fiUory, v. 5 
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nor influenced by the examples, of his Egyptian instrac- 
ters." * 

That the Egyptians were Polytheists of a very low 
stamp, is universally conceded. Besides numberless gods, 
heroes, and men, they worshipped various kinds of animals 
and plants. Juvenal reproaches them with making ^ every 
dove of garlic a god." It appears, however, that, beyond 
all these, the objects of their worship, they had a dim and 
misty conception of an infinite intelligent principle, per- 
vading universal nature. It was their primitive god, but 
it was a god without creative power, and seemingly with- 
out personality. ** It was the primitive obscurity, the in- 
comprehensible being, the hidden source of all light and 
life." From him all things have their origin, not by crea- 
tion, but by generation or emanation. His first emanation 
is an inferior being, called Kneph, or Cneph, from whom 
emanates another god, called Phta, or Phtha ; from these 
an immense egg is generated, which, when hatched, pro- 
duces the elements and the various tribes of being. Such, 
briefly stated, was the Egyptian cosmogony. Its distance 
from the Mosaic system will be still more apparent, when 
it is added, that the primitive god of the Egyptians was 
thought to be one with nature. Plutarch says, citing the 
words of HecatsBUs, *Uhey consider the primitive deity 
and the universe, as one identical being." It appears, 
then, that Polytheism was the body of the Egyptian reli- 
gion, and Pantheism its soul.* 

Passing to the Phenicians, we find litfle relating to our 
subject, except a system of cosmogony, attributed by Philo 
and Eusebius to Sanchoniathon, a Phenician historian, 
who is supposed to have lived about the time of Joshua. 
As it has been claimed by some, that it bears a close re- 
semblance to the cosmogony of Moses, it is deserving of 
notice. As found in Eusebius, Preeparatio Evangelica^ it 
reads thus : — " The Phenician theology assumes, as the 
origin of the material universe, a dark and condensed 

4 Prichard's Emplian MMl»logy^ pp. 406, 407. 

5 See Pricharl^ Erfptian Mythology, pp. 170—175. 288— 29a 
Enfield's History of Tmlosophy, B. L, chap. viii. Epitome of the 
History of Philosophy, by Prof. Henry, vol L pp. 89—94. In the latter, 
it is justly said, **the idea of creation, in the proper sense of the word, 
does not appear in tfae Egyj^an doctne." 
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windy air, or a breeze of thick air, and a turbid and black 
chaos. These were unbounded, and for a long time with- 
out form. But, when this wind became enamored of its 
own first principles, and an intimate union took place, that 
connection was called Pathos ; and it was the beginning 
of the creation of all things. And it knew not its own pro- 
duction ; but from its embrace with the wind, was gener- 
ated Mat, which some call Ilus^ but others, the putrefac- 
tion of a watery mixture. And from this sprung all the 
seed of creation, and the generation of the universe. And 
there were certain animals without sensation, from which 
intelligent animals were produced, and these were called 
ZophasemiUy that is, overseers of the heavens ; and they 
were formed in the shape of an egg ; and from Mat shone 
forth the sun, and the moon, and the less and greater 
stars," &c. To us, this sounds far more like the theory of 
" the Vestiges," than the system of Moses ; for though it 
talks less learnedly about the laws of nature, it seems not 
to differ from it in any very essential respect, except that 
it makes " a dark and condensed windy air," the primitive 
cause of all things, instead of a "universal fire-mist" 
The resemblance between them is very close, in represent- 
ing the production of " intelligent animals" from " certain 
animals without sensation," on the principle of " the pro- 
longed gestation of nature," and also in viewing every 
thing as produced by a law of developement inherent in 
nature, without the agency of a Creator. The modem 
theory, it is true, has a name for a God, though, in point of 
fact, no agency for a Creator ; while the ancient theory has 
neither. From all that appears, it is thoroughly atheistical, 
an attempt at an explanation of the universe, by material 
causes ; ® or, in the words of another authority, an effort to 
account for the origin of all things, from " the energy of 
an eternal principle, active, but without intelligence, upon 
an eternal chaotic mass."^ 

In extending our view to Chaldea, the land of magic 
and astrology, we discover a religion almost perfectly iden- 
tical with that of Egypt. Though the people were greatly 
given to the study of the material universe, particularly the 
heavenly bodies, they were unable to make any approach, 
in their views of nature and her author, to the spiritual 

8 Henry's History of Philosophy, i., p. 97. 

7 Enfield's History of Philosophy, B. I., chap. vii« 
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theology of the Hebrews. In practice, they were Poly- 
theists, in theory, Pantheists. To the idea of creation by 
one God, Ihey were total strangers. Of the existence of 
an infinite principle, diffused through universal nature, 
they had a dim conception, from whom the universe arose 
by emanation ; and their cosmogony, as preserved to us in 
a fragment of Berosus, a priest of the temple of Belus, at 
Babylon, closely resembles the Egyptian, only that its fea- 
tures are perhaps a little more gross, and that it recognises, 
more distinctly, the action of an evil principle or god, as 
well as a good one, in the production of the world, — a 
feature which was not absent from any of the religious sys- 
tems of ancient cosmogony, but that of Moses. It runs 
thus : ^^ In the beginning, there was nothing but darkness, 
and an abyss of water, wherein resided most hideous 
beings, produced from a two-fold principle. Men appeared 
with two wings ; some with two, and some with four faces. 
They had one body, but two heads ; the one of a man, the 
other of a woman. Other human figures were to be seen, 
furnished with the legs and horns of goats. Some had the 
feet of horses behind, but before were fashioned like men, re • 
sembling hyppocentaurs. Of all these, were preserved de- 
lineations in the temple of Belus. The person who was 
thought to preside over them, was Omorea, a woman. 
Matters being in this state, a god came and cut the woman 
asunder ; and out of half of her he formed the earth, and 
out of the other he made the heavens, and, at the same 
time, he destroyed the monsters of the abyss." *^ 

The views of the Persians, especially as improved by 
Zoroaster, were somewhat more refined, though their no- 
tions respecting the origin of things, were far enough from 
agreeing with the doctrines of the Hebrew Scriptures. — 
Their religion was a system of Dualism, and, as it ap- 
pears, a pantheistical Dualism. In their view, the first 
principle of all things was Time without bound, called 
Zeru-ane Akirene, who produced or evolved Ormuzd and 
Ahriman^ the first an infinitely good being, the last an in- 
finitely evil one. From these sprung the universe, half 
good and half evil. Ormuzd first produced an immense 
number of good genii^ and his great antagonist an equal 
number of evil ones. Afterward^, Ormuzd proceeds to 
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the production of a perfect world ; but he is foiled in bis 
efforts, and his works contaminated, by the interference of 
his arch adversary. The good god produces a bull^ from 
the body of which spring plants and animals ; but Ahri- 
man, after urging his efforts against heaven, redescends to 
the earth, wounds the bull, and thus evil is introduced into 
all parts of nature. Such was the cosmogony of the Per- 
sians. 

If we pass to India, we shall find a religion and cosmog- 
ony closely resembling, in their main features, those of Per- 
sia and Egypt. In neither the Vedas nor the Institutes of 
Menu, is any semblance of the Scripture doctrine of crea- 
tion. The religion of the Indians, or Hindoos, was a po- 
lytheistic Pantheism. Above their innumerable gods, was 
recognized an eternal principle, called Brahrn^ or Brama^ 
who generated and produced the universe, after having 
generated himself ! The cosmogony of Menu, according 
to Sir William Jones, runs thus : " The world was all 
darkness, undistinguishable altogether, as in a profound 
sleep, till the eternal god, making it manifest with five 
elements, and other glorious forms, dispelled the gloom. 
He, desiring to raise up various creatures by an emanation 
from himself, first produced the waters, and impressed 
them with a power of motion ; by that power, was pro- 
duced a golden egg, in which was born Brahme, self-ex- 
isting, the great Parent of all rational beings. The God 
having dwelt in the egg through revolving years, Himself 
medUaiing on Himself divided it into equal parts, and from 
these halves, framed the heaven and the earth." ^ More- 
over, the intense Pantheism of their system will appear, 
from a passage or two from the Vedas, or Sacred Writ- 
ings of the Hindoos: '^Fire is that" (original cause), (an- 
ticipating the author of "the Vestiges"); "the Sun is 
that ; so is Air ; so is the Moon ; such, too, is that pure 
Brahme ; and those waters, and that lord of creatures.^' 
^^ Even he is the god who pervades all regions ; be is the 
first-born ; it is he who is in the womb ; he who is b(mi ; 
and he who will be produced ; he severally and univer- 
sally remains with all persons." " In him this world is 
absorbed, firom him it issues. He is this wlwerse^ and mU 

9 On the gods of Greece, Asiatic Researches, voL L p. 244^ 
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that has been, or xoill be!^ ^® (These writings, we should 
think, would be high authority with our modern Transcen- 
dentalists.) There is, therefore, a wide disagreement between 
the two systems in question. To quote the words of learn- 
ed and sensible writers on the subject : " In the genesis of 
Moses, He is the great, the only God ; in the other, he is 
but the first creature. In Moses, too, the creation is clear- 
ly distinguished from the Creator ; God works upon chaos, 
moulds into form already existing materials. In Menu, 
on the other hand, as chaos existed only in the Divine 
mind, so creation, (emanation), is but the manifestation of 
the Creator ; Brahme is the soul of all beings ; he produces 
various beings from his own substance, and their great All 
is but God under another form. In the former is laid the 
foundations of a great and pure religion ; in the latter, is 
both Pantheism and Polytheism." " In this system, in fact, 
the world and all things else are clearly the results of 
chance. There is no intelligent principle to mould into 
any preconceived forms, the fermenting mass. Sun, and 
moon, and stars, shine forth, — wherefore, none can dis- 
cover ; they are there, in the broad heaven, beautiful by ac- 
cident ; parts of one great scheme, and dependant one on 
another, and mutually lending support to each other, and 
all by accident There is no intelligent principle, and man, 
whose soul rises above this world and its systems, and 
whose history is one continuous struggle for moral ex- 
cellence, is but a spawn of the turning sea, or the offspring 
of wind and of night, — yes, man, whose intellect is so im- 
bued with the sense of order, that it abhors all accidents, 
is himself but a piece of the finest and most complicated 
machinery, — the very quintessence of dust — an accident 
Tliere is no intelligent principle, and the very gods them- 
selves, dwarfed down into the sons of men, or of mud, are 
but accidents of an accident, whose will is an accident, 
whose law is an accident, and whose favor is an acci- 
dent" 11 

We next pass to the most cultivated nation of antiquity, 

w Prichard's Egyptian Mythology, p. 254 — 5. Compare also pp. 
190 — m 1888— m 

iiPriaub[, QiuBsUones MoscdctB, or the Book of Genesis compaied 
with the Remains of Ancient Religions, pp. 11, 12, 13. 
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the classic land of Greece. Here, too, we shall find our- 
selves surrounded by innumerable gods, as various in 
functions and character as it is possible for human imagi- 
nation to conceive ; though, in taking a wide and careml 
survey, we shall discover somewhat cheering evidence of 
improvement in the religious conceptions of the human 
mind. We shall examine the Grecian mind in vain, how- 
ever, to detect in it, at any period or stage of its develope- 
ment, a view of God and of the origin of things at all 
comparable, in point of simplicity and grandeur, with that 
which we have seen to pervade the sacred volume. In 
beginning the study of the religion of Greece, we find 
ourselves at work on almost the identical materials which 
had excited our solemn curiosity in Egypt and India, 
clearly indicating a kindred origin. In what is called the 
fabulous period of Greek philosophy, two forms of thought 
are especially prominent, as furnishing proof that the 
^lain elements of their religion were transplanted from the 
banks of the Nile and the Indus ; first, the idea of an infi- 
nite chaos, in which all things, not excepting their gods, 
had their origin ; secondly, a dim conception of the exist- 
ence of an eternal principle or god, animating and govern- 
ing the universe as its hidden soul. Their chaos and their 
eternal animating principle, let it here be observed, were 
both very different from the early state of the earth and 
the infinite Creator described by Moses. What some 
have called the Mosaic chaos is, in reality, no such thing, 
— it is certainly a very different thing from the poetic chaos 
of the ancient heathen world. The received translation 
may be a little unfortunate, and we are not alone in the 
opinion, that the fictions of the Greek and Latin poets 
respecting the awful chaos which their imaginations 
traversed, have materially affected the interpretation, if not 
the translation, of this part of the sacred narrative. " It is 
wonderful," says Kosenmiiller, " that so many interpreters 
could have persuaded themselves that it was possible to 
detect a chaos in the words here rendered ' without form 
and void.' If we follow the practice of the language, the 
Hebrew phrase has this signification : — The earth was 
waste and desert, or as others prefer, empty and vacuous ; 
i. e., uncultured and unfurnished with those things with 

VOL. IV. 34 
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which the Creator afterwards adorned it.*' ^* The so- 
called Mosaic chaos was but a period in the early history 
of the earth, before it was fitted to be the theatre of vege- 
table and animal life, or during which it was undergoing 
a transition from a formless to a habitable state, constantly 
subject to the divine agency ; whereas, the old heathen 
chaos, besides pertaining to the whole universe, was an 
eternal realm of disorder and lawless misrule, older even 
than the immortal gods, and from which, quite luckily, 
they had sprung. Still more manifest is the difference 
between the God of Moses and that of the Greeks. The 
former was the personal Creator of the frame of nature ; 
the latter, only its animator or soul, giving existence only 
by the emanation of properties from himself; and though 
it is unquestionably true, that some of the Grecian philoso- 
phers rose above the idols and, in some measure, above 
the gods of their country, and made commendable ap- 
proaches to a sublime Theism, it is painfully manifest 
that the Greek mind was, even in its last days, deeply 
Pantheistical, — " the Workman," as Gibbon has it, " not 
being sufficiently distinguished from the work." 

A tolerably clear idea of the theology of the Greeks, in- 
cluding their notions of Jove, Zeus or God, and Chaos — in 
other words, their systems of cosmogony, may be obtained 
from the following extracts ; the first from the verses 
attributed to Orpheus, the second from the theology of 
Hesiod, and the third from the Birds of Aristophanes : 

** Zeus, god of the swift thunderbolt, was first, and Zeus was last ; 
Zeus the head, Zeus the middle : out of Zeus all things have 

been made. 
Zeus is the foundation of the earth and of the starry heavens ; 
Zeus became a male, Zeus too was an immortal nymph. 
Zeus is the breath of all things, Zeus is the rush of unwearied 

fire : 
Zeus is the root of the ocean, Zeus is the sun and moon. 
Zeus is king, Zeus is governor of all, by his swift thunderbolt. 
For after hiding all things, again to the gladdening light 
He restored them from his sacred heart, achieving wonderful 

deeds." 13 

" Chaos existed before all ; next the wide-bosomed earth, the 

13 See Am. Biblical Repository, vol. vi., p. 318. 
i^MolWs Histoiy of the Literatore of Ancient Greece. 
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ever-secure abode of the immortal host who dwell upon the tops 
of snow-clad Olympus, and within the dark Tartarus, in the re- 
cesses of the spacious ground; and Eros, or Love, who is the most 
beauteous of the immortal gods. From Chaos sprang Erebus and 
sable Night ; from Night came -^ther and Day, whom she brought 
forth in the embraces of Erebus." i* 

" Chaos existed first, and Night and black Erebus, and spacious 
Tartarus. And there was neither Earth, nor Air, nor Heaven. 
Then Night, clothed in sable plumage, in the boundless bosom 
of Erebus, first brought forth an Egg, spontaneously conceived, 
from which, in the revolution of ages, sprang the beautiful Eros, 
or Love, resplendent with golden pinions, swift as the whirlwinds. 
He fecundated the dark-winged Chaos in the vast Tartarus, and 
gave origin to our kind, (viz., to birds,) and first brought us forth to 
light The race of immort*!! beings had no existence, until Eros 
confounded all the elements. But when discordant elements were 
mixed, the Heaven, and the Ocean, and the Earth arose, and 
the race of the immortal gods." *^ 

The philosophers made some advances upon these 
notions, though we may safely doubt whether any of them 
ever came to entertain views of the origin of things agree- 
ing with the Scripture doctrine of creation. Their supreme 
god, perhaps without a single exception, was the diffused 
soul of the world, not its Creator. Thales, the father of 
Grecian philosophy, reduced the poetical chaos of the the- 
ogonists so far towards order as to make water the cause 
of all things, instead of a "commixture strange of heaven, 
earth and hell ;" and though it is probable that he acknow- 
ledged the existence of something above mere matter, it 
has been a subject of much dispute with philosophers 
since his time, whether he conceived water to be the effi- 
cient or the secondary cause of the universe. His disciple 
and successor, Anaximander, attributed the origin of all 
things to what he called a principle of infinity, by which 
he meant, according to Aristotle and Plutarch, an inherent 
tendency of all matter to repeat itself in new forms. As 
for mind or God, he acknowledged none, and his theory 
was an attempt to account for " the genesis of organic life 
as the effect of a long and composite series of natural pro- 
cesses," ^* corresponding with "the prolonged gestation of 

14 Prichard's Egyptian Mythology, p. 176. 

1^ Hitter's History of Ancient Philosophy, i. 276. 
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nature" which figures so largely in the " Vestiges." He 
was followed by Anaximenes, who, in addition to acknow- 
ledging the infinity of matter with his master, contended 
that the first principle and cause of all things is air, or 
a subtle ether, which he supposed to have been universally 
diffused and eternally active, and which he therefore called 
a god. Anaxagoras, not satisfied with these materialistic 
theories, conceived that all things had their origin in mind, 
disposing and giving order to all parts of nature. It was 
a lofty conception, lor which he was deservedly remem- 
bered after his death in the erection of an altar to his name 
dedicated to mind ; but it does not appear that the mind 
to which he looked beyond the material universe, was 
any thing more than the animating soul of the world. 
There is no evidence that he regarded it as the personal 
Creator of the universe ; it is certain that he did not regard 
it as the loving Father of the human race. Pythagoras, 
the founder of the Italic school, regarded number as the 
essence or first principle of all things, in such a way, 
however, as to make mind and matter play about an equal 
part in giving origin to the universe. All the god he ac- 
knowledged was an intelligent principle of universal ani- 
mation, throwing off souls and worlds from himself by 
emanation. Cicero says, " Pythagoras never made any 
doubt that our souls are taken out of the divine soul." 
A large harvest of Pantheism was naturally the result of 
his teaching. 

Among the ancient philosophers, none rose to higher 
religious conceptions than Socrates and Plato ; but, though 
they saw the clear marks both of the reality and the unity 
of design in nature, and were, therefore, believers in the ex- 
istence and unity of God, we can find in their teachings 
but a faint and feeble approximation to the Scripture view 
of the origin and government of things. They conceived 
but faintly the idea of creation, as applied to God, if, in 
fact, they reaUy conceived it at all. Indeed, Socrates had 
the wisdom to acknowledge that it was above his ability 
to conceive how things have had their origin, and he was 
content to believe that mind presided over their origin, 
wholly devoting himself to the means of improving his 
fellow men. On a certain occasion, according to one of 
Plato's dialogues, Socrates said to his pupil, '' I cannot find 
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out how the least thing takes rise or perishes, or how it 
exists ;" ** but to show that he was not, therefore, a sceptic, 
he added that he had been reading a book written by 
Anaxagoras, in which that philosopher had spoken of 
mind as the cause or source of all things, and that the 
thought filled him with transports of joy. In this simple 
conviction, the great Athenian was content to rest, without 
attempting to explain whether things had their origin in 
the Divine Mind by creation or emanation. But his pupil, 
having a more practical and speculative temperament, could 
not rest here. He essayed to spy out the very seat and 
centre of the Almighty, and describe the methods of his 
agency. He has produced a cosmogony, which, whilst 
acknowledging the agency of God in the production of 
the world, is totally wanting in' the majestic simplicity and 
composed emphasis which distingish the tone of the sacred 
narative. He represents this Supreme Mind as producing 
— whether by creation or emanation we cannot distinctly 
perceive, — first, a race of gods, inferior to himself, whom 
he animates with intelligence. But the world itselif, which 
is both called a god and a living animal, not counted 
worthy of being created by the Supreme Divinity, is 
described as having been made by an inferior god ; and 
subsequently to this, a troop of gods is commissioned to 
bring into existence animals and men. It savors highly 
of the presumptuous, however, to attempt to unravel or 
explain his theory of the origin of things, it is involved in 
so much that is mystical and absurd. Not inaptly has it 
been called " a coalition between an eternity and a fabri- 
cation." In poring over it, one is constantly reminded of 
the sentence which occurs in it, showing how hard it is for 
man to find God without the light of revelation : — "It is 
difficult to discover the Maker and Father of the universe, 
and impossible, when discovered, to speak of him to the 
generality." In fine, " the Platonic cosmology, considered 
in its root, may be expressed by the following formula: — 
God is to the soul of the world as the soul of the world 
is to matter ; the universe is a great law of proportion." " 

wPhedon. 

17 Henry's Hist Philos., voL 1, p. 137. We are greatly pleased with 
the candid and discriminating manner in which Neander speaks of Plato^ 

34* 
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Nearly all the rest of the Greek philosophers were soph- 
ists and sceptics. Aristotle, the founder of the Peripatetic 
sect, and almost the father of human science, contended 
for the eternity of the world, both in substance and form ; 
and though he acknowledged the existence of a divine 
Being, or Mind, he regarded him merely as the centre and 
cause of motion, — a kind of infinite material magnet^ and 
too distant from the mind and heart of man to be an object 
either of fear or love. The system of Epicurus was still 
worse ; for in avoiding the absurdity that the world has 
existed eternally, he went still farther towards excluding a 
Creator from the universe, ascribing the origin of all things 
to a blind and undesigned concourse of atoms. He spoke 
of the gods, it is true, after the manner of his countrymen, 
but only, as Cicero alleged, to screen himself from the ef- 
fects of avowing his atheism. Zeno, the founder of the 
Stoic philosophy, aiming for a middle course between 
Plato, Aristotle, and Epicurus, taught a lofty and severe 
Pantheism. Confounding God and nature together as a 
mingled identity, he regarded the world as a sentient and 
animated being ; and the souls of men were viewed as 
sparks thrown off from the central fire of the universe, into 
which they must soon return, and lose the identity which 
now reveaJs their existence. 

We are, therefore, prepared to affirm, with a great de- 
gree of confidence, that the Scripture idea of creation was 
"unknown in the most cultivated nation of antiquity. And 
to this we are happy to add the testimony of the learned 
Miiller : " According to the religious notions of the Greeks, 
the deity who governs the world with omnipotence, and 
guides the destinies of man with omniscience, is yet with- 
out one attribute which is most essential to our idea of the 
godhead — eternity. The gods of the Greeks were too 
nearly bound up with the existence of the world, to be ex- 
empt from the law by which large masses are developed 
into more and more perfect forms. To the Ghreeks, the 

in connection with the subject discussed in tbis article. While award- 
ing to the philosopher the credit of viewing God as ''theorc^tifocf of the 
universe," he cautions his readers against " transferring over to this 
supreme essence of the Platonic philosophy, the Christian eonemiion 
<^ Crod, 08 Creator and Governor of the ttirUL" History of the Chris- 
tran Aeli^on and Church, (Toirey^s Translation), 1 19, 2a 
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gods of Olympus were rather the summit and crowning 
point of organised and animate life, than the origin of the 
universe. Thus, Zeus, who must be considered the pecu- 
liar deity of the Greeks, was, doubtless long before the 
time of Homer or Hesiod, called Chronion, or Chronides, 
which, according to the most probable interpretation, 
means, Son of the Ancient of Days. The idea of creation, 
which supposes the Deity to have formed the world with 
design, as an earthly artificer executes his work, was for- 
eign to the ancient Greeks, and could only arise in relig- 
ions which ascribed a personal existence, and an eternal 
duration to the Godhead." ^^ 

We shall need to spend but little time with the Romans, 
as their religion and philosophy were little else but a re- 
petion of those of the Greeks. Nothing occurs in aU their 
literature, which bears so much of a resemblance to the 
Mosaic account of the creation, as the opening description 
in Ovid's Metamorphoses. It has been imagined by some, 
that the poet must have copied from the sacred historian, 
so apparent, to them, have been the marks of agreement 
bet\\^een them. It is not impossible, indeed, that Ovid 
had access to the writings of Moses, as Juvenal testifies 
that they were known to the Romans ; but we see no ne- 
cessity K)r any such conclusion. Though having a general 
resemblance, there are several strong marks of difference 
between them. In the first place, the ch^os of Ovid is the 
universal and lawless chaos of the Greek poets, instead of 
an early period in the history of the earth ; and then, as 
widely different are the views which are given of the 
agency which calls forth light, and peoples the universe 
with living forms. According to Moses, it is a personal 
and spiritual God, and the work is done by successive acts 
of creative power : but according to Ovid, it is something 
variously called " Nature," " God," and " gods," and things 
are produced by metamorphoses, by the developement of 
nature in new forms. The hand of the Creator does not 
appear, even in the production of man ; for instead of 
describing him as created, he represents him as growing 
ap, on the principle of the " Vestiges," from a " paste tem- 
pered" by " Prometheus ;" the description closing with, 

IB History of the Ldterstiire of the Ancient Gveebs, voL L, p. 87. 
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** From such rude principles our form began, 
And earth was metamorphosed into man." 

A learned writer has very justly remarked, that Ovid sup- 
posed a plurality of deities, and that one of them had a 
hand in the production of the world, but to which of them 
to ascribe it, he could not tell. ** Lucretius wrote an ele- 
gant poem on the " Origin of Things," but his theory was 
that of Epicurus, ascribing the production of every thing 
to an unintelligent concourse of atoms. Virgil leaned to 
the same philosophy, though, in some of his descriptions, 
he joins the Stoics, and pictures the world a« an enormous 
living animal. The same was true of Horace, though his 
more general strain was one of ridicule toward all schools 
and sects. 

Similar darkness and doubt rested upon the minds of 
the philosophers. The learned Varro, who strove to de- 
liver his country from idolatry, was a Pantheist, contending 
that " God is the soul of the world, and that this world is 
itself God." The accomplished Cicero, not satisfied with 
either Epicurianism or Stoicism, sided with the New 
Academy, which acted upon the principle of freely debat- 
ing all subjects, without expressing any determinate con- 
clusion. Though there are many eloquent passages in his 
works, describing the evidences of design in the constitu- 
tion of nature, it does not appear that he had any intelli- 
gent view of God as Crfeator. Sometimes speaking of 
him in the singular number, though more frequently in the 
plural, he conceived of him very much in the light of the 
Stoics, regarding him as at once the soul and body of the 
tmiverse, and believing that this intellectual fire, or ether, 
produces things according to their natures. In reading his 
principal religious work, — his " De Natura Deorum^^ in 
which he reviews the religious opinions of the philoso- 
phers, the conclusion forced upon the mind is, that the an- 
cient heathens had a general conviction of the existence of 
beings higher than man, and that their views of the gods 
very greatly varied, those of the majority being very low, 
while those of the philosophers were more elevated ; but 
that even the most enlightened failed to obtain clear and 
distinct conceptions of the unity of God, and of his char- 

^Leland, Necessity of the Christian Revelation, voL L, p. 180. 
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acter as Creator. Seneca, the elegant moralist, was a Stoic 
and Pantheist, contending that the world is God, and that 
we are parts and members of the Divinity ; and Pliny, the 
natural historian, if not a thorough sceptic, held the same 
opinion. 

At the time of the advent of Christianity, Epicurean and 
Stoical notions of the origin of things, were dominant doc* 
trines in the heathen world. In this fact, we may perhaps 
see new significancy and beauty in the preaching of Paul at 
Athens, the very focus of heathen philosophy. Encoun- 
tering " certain philosophers of the Epicureans and Stoics," 
he declared to them the " unknown God, — God that made 
(created) the world, and all things therein." It was a 
" new and strange doctrine" to their " ears." 

We now take leave of this part of our subject, availing 
ourselves of the language and testimony of another : " Un- 
til Christianity spread, it never became a settled opinion at 
all in the world, that the earth was the planned and delib- 
erate creation of an intelligent God. Nor does any one 
seem to have conceived it to have been so, in that full 
meaning, sublimity and certainty, with which the Hebrew 
writers inculcate the momentous truth. Take up the 
Timaeus, or any other work of Plato, which treats on God 
and nature, or what fragments of antiquity remain about 
them, and compare these with the passages in the Genesis 
and Deuteronomy of Moses ; 'with those in the book of 
Job, which is peculiarly splendid in many parts on this 
subject ; with others in some of the Psalms of David, in 
the majestic and unequalled Isaiah, and in several of the 
other Jewish prophets ; and I think you will feel, with me, 
that Christianity, by diffusing the Jewish Scriptures, or sa- 
cred writings, and by its own as sacred traditions, imparted 
a new intellect to mankind on all that concerns divine 
philosophy. A sun of mind then rose on our world, which 
has never set. Its beams consumed the popular pagan- 
ism, and spread a purifying light over those who chose not 
to forsake their ancient favorite." ^ 

^ Sharon Turner, Sacred History of the World, vol. ii., p. 48. The 
absence of the doctrine of creation from the ancient heathen world, at- 
tracted the notice of the keen-sighted but infidel Gibbon. In reviewing 
the religion of the ancient pagan nations, in his essay on the Study of 
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But we cannot stop here. To those who accept the 
claims of the Scripture teachers to a superhuman illumina- 
tion, for the communication of important religious truths to 
mankind, it is worth something to know that they give a 
view of the origin of things which they could not have 
borrowed from any of their contemporaries, and in which 
are presented conceptions of God and nature immeasurably 
transcending the loftiest speculations and views of the 
ancient philosophers ; but it is of much greater consequence 
to know, whether this view is entitled to our confidence ; — 
whether the doctrine of creation, which so frequently oc- 
curs in their teachings, and of which there is so much 
proof of originality, as there made known, is really true. 

Before we can answer this question in an intelligent and 
satisfactory manner, especially if we* pursue the investiga- 
tion with an eye to the disclosures of modern science, par- 
ticularly that of geology, we must clearly understand what 
is involved in the doctrine asserted. When the sacred 
teachers declare that all things have been created by God, 
it is not enough that our minds are directed to Him as the 
sole and universal Creator, or that we regard all things as 
having their origin in his agency and power. In order 
either to see .the real beauty of the doctrine, or to test its 
claims to truth, we must have correct and distinct ideas of 
the meaning of the term " creation," as thus applied — of 
its meaning in reference to the nature and destiny of things 
created, as well as in reference to the source and manner 
of their origin. What is a creation, in the works of the 
Deity? — what does it do? The idea has quite exten- 
sively prevailed, that it is a creation out of nothing ; in 

Literature, he is ]ed to make the following most sensible remark: "To 
ffross minds the idea of generation (emanation) was more natural than 
mat of creation ; it was more easily apprehended ; it supposed a law or 
degree of power, and it was brought to their minds by sensible compaii- 
sons." See his Miscel. Works, p. 664. We wish he had favored us 
with an attempt to explain how it happened, then, that the Jews, a 
nation far less cultivated, on his own admission, than the Greeks and 
Romans, came to hold the doctrine of ''creation" with so much distinct- 
ness and in such sublimity, while the latter people received only the 
doctrine of "generation," — without acknowledging their claims to a 
miraculous revelation. As in grappling with Christianity, he would 
have found it easier to assign "five causes" for the progress of the 
Jewish doctrine, than to have given a single good reason, on merely 
natural grounds, for its origin. 
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other words, a creation of the matter composing the uni- 
verse or whatever things have been created. But what 
authority is there in the Scriptures for this idea ? Which 
of the sacred teachers affirms that God created the world 
out of nothing, or that he created the matter of which its 
particles are composed ? The truth is, not one of them 
has said so much as a syllable about it, one way or the 
other ; and it is to us one of the proofs of the wisdom that 
presided over their instructions, that they are totally silent 
on the subject. The nature and origin of matter are sub- 
jects which are infinitely beyond the scope of human 
knowledge. Much and learnedly as metaphysicians have 
talked about matter, man knows and can know nothing of 
it, except from its combinations and effects. From certain 
observations and experiments, we know that there is some- 
thing, called matter, which is capable of existing either as 
a solid, a liquid, or an ether ; but what it really is, and 
why it acts thus and so, we cannot tell. Whether it has 
existed eternally, or whether it has been created, it were 
wisdom for us not to pretend to know, while thus ignorant 
of its nature, especially as the sacred teachers have not at- 
tempted to inform us. Pointing us, not to an abstraction, 
but to the objects which meet us in nature, — to "the 
heavens, and the earth, and all things therein," they are 
content to affirm that God created them, leaving us to in- 
fer that he was able to furnish the material for the work, 
whether we could form any conception of its nature or not 
It has been argued by some, indeed, that the Hebrew word, 
in our version translated " created or to create," signifies 
creation out of nothing, but this ground has been generally 
abandoned, and philological criticism has learned to second 
the duties of good sense, in considering creation as per- 
taining to things as real entities, rather than to their ab- 
stract qualities. 

In every production which is entitled to the credit of 
being a creation, two conditions meet and are fulfilled ; first, 
the thing created has a beginning; secondly, it has a 
peculiar and definite constitution, making it a new thing 
and a thing by itself, and fitting it for a particular sphere 
and to a special end. In making a given number of 
articles, for instance, say a dozen musical instruments, we 
should not only give them each a beginning, but a distinct 
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and peculiar character, so that neither of them would be a 
copy of another, and so that one could not bv any possibi- 
lity become another, but each be an original and peculiar 
instrument, adapted to the production of a definite and 
particular kind of music. Now, as if to guard us against 
all misconception, those conditions are not merely implied^ 
but explicitly affirmed, by the sacred teachers, in teaching 
that all things have been created by one God ; for not only 
is each one described as having a beginning under his 
agency, but as receiving from him a peculiar nature or 
peculiar qualities, fitting it for a peculiar kind and sphere 
of action. One class of productions is not the offshoot 
and child of another, but each is a fresh creation, endowed 
with a peculiar and fixed constitution, having its " seed in 
itself," and with power only to propagate " its kind." 

In this light of the subject, we are prepared for the 
question, — Is the Scripture doctrine of creation true? 
Has it received confirmation from the progress of human 
science, particularly that of geology, in laying open and 
interpreting the entombed treasures of the past history of 
the earth and its inhabitants ? Our answer is emphatically 
in the aflGurmative. The results of the investigations of 
this science, touching the history of organic life on the 
globe, were presented in an article in the former number of 
this Journal, in which, following the first authorities in 
the science, we gave an account of the several kinds of 
vegetable and animal existence which have been brought 
to light as having flourished on the face of the earth, toge- 
ther with a statement of the geological periods during 
which they were each introduced. In that article, we 
dealt only with facts, as they had been furnished to our 
bands by others ; we now deal with inferences, thereon re- 
sulting. These disclosures may amaze and possibly 
alarm us, in revealing to us how long a period the earth 
has been the theatre of organic life; but if we wiU keep our 
self-possession, and exercise patience and candor, we shall 
not be long in learning to see in these disclosures pleasing 
confirmations of at least all the essential features of the 
Scripture doctrine of creation. 

In the first place, geology reveals to us a beginning to 
the various forms of the living system of nature. In pro- 
AewUng its woii, it finds itself, either with or withoiijt ia- 
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tention, carried back to the time or times when every form 
within either its province or its power to detect and describe 
of the living creation had a beginning ; and though it is not 
the manner in which they have had their origin, it is thus 
able to demonstrate that each has really had a beginning. 
It were useless to make quotations to this point, as it is no 
longer a matter for doubt with geologists, that our whole 
mundane affairs, including the globe itself, have had a 
beginning. And what geology thus teaches of " the earth 
and all things therein," astronomy affirms of " the heavens ;" 
several "solar lamps" having disappeared and others 
commenced their burning in the planetary space, since the 
heavenly bodies engaged the study of man. 

We pass to the second condition involved in the Scrip- 
ture doctrine of creation, — peculiarity and definiteness of 
constitution in each thing or being created. WhE^trosay? . ,. 
science to the reality of this predicate ? Does it^flteft'lt)*^ ^ • 
or deny it? In opening to us the vaults of the 'S^'arnel 
house of the mighty past, and in exhibiting tcf us tie r^ekr ^ 1 
humed remains of the pre- Adamite generationB, does she 
show each new branch or species of organic lifcj tha^^gtaf^;^^: j J 
successively introduced, to have been a fresh creatioli>^^»^iyjrijuC . <•*' 
a new and peculiar nature, adapting it to a particular field 
of action, with power only to propagate its kind ? or to 
have been only a developement, — a growth from inferior 
types, without any definiteness or fixedness of constitution, 
and with power to generate races superior to itself? Sci- 
ence gives but one answer to this question, and it is in 
perfect harmony with, and in full confirmation of, the 
Scriptural hypothesis. Charlatanism may have another 
theory, but not science. There is nothing on which she is 
so confident, as the integrity of nature's arrangements, and 
the uniformity of her laws. In each class of her produc- 
tions, she recognises distinctness and fixedness of consti- 
tution, though with a designed ability, among animals, to 
accommodate themselves, within certain fixed limits, to ex- 
ternal circumstances ; and the moment she should lose faith 
in this doctrine, she would lose all confidence in nature and 
in herself, and believe that " Chaos and Old Night" might 
come again, if indeed they ever held sway over the uni- 
ve)rse. A writer in the Edinburgh Review, in combating 
the idea of the growth of lower forms into higher ones, has 
VOL. IV. 35 
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remarked that, if this were true, philosophy wonld be im- 
possible, because it could have no permanent basis in na- 
ture on which to rest He might have said, with literal 
truth, that, if this theory were true, science would be im- 
possible, for the reason assigned. If the types of being 
were not permanent ; if the reality of species were not a 
law of nature, there would be nothing in the universe on 
which to build an enduring structure ; the classifications 
of to-day would be the useless lumber of to-morrow, by 
reason of the growth during the intervening period ; for 
what was found to be fishes one day, might be serpents 
the next, birds the next, kangaroos the next, monkeys the 
next, and men and women the next The whole history 
of science is but a record of man's success, in testing the 
permanency of nature's arrangements, and in finding her 
faithful in preserving to each race of creatures committed 
to her care, their individuality and identity. It has been 
only in her absence, that men have seen " gorgons and 
chimeras dire," or that they have fancied her as breaking 
up to-day the bounds which she had set for herself yester- 
day, or manifesting any thing like confusion, disorder or 
fickleness, in her methods of operation. In her infancy, 
indeed, the disciples of this handmaid of religion were 
hesitating and doubtful, in regard to the integrity of her 
economy, and were even suspicious that she was in the 
habit of crossing her tracks, and of mending and re-mo- 
deUing the types entrusted to her keeping. But in propor- 
tion as they have succeeded in interpreting her phenomena, 
and in comprehending the principles on which she acts, 
they have found her worthy of their confidence, because 
true and faithful to fixed and immutable laws. 

In the history of no science has this been more striking- 
ly exhibited, than in that of geology. In its early stages, 
as it detected proofs of the length of the period during 
which organic life has prevailed on the globe, and as it dis- 
covered that the higher orders of being were introduced, 
as a general thing, at later geological epochs than those of 
a lower type, it occurred to the minds of some of its cul- 
tivators as a veiy probable hypothesis, that there is no sta- 
bility in the difference between different orders, and that 
the higher species have grown up out of the lower, in vir- 
tue of a natural law of gradual developement* Hence the 
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origin of the theory of Lamarck, who contended, that very 
small beings, called monads, had been first produced by 
spontaneous generation, and that these, nursed by the kind- 
ness of nature, and impelled by an inward desire for en- 
largement and progress, have gradually multiplied and ex- 
panded their faculties, until they have finally succeeded in 
becoming monkeys and men ; — whether they aspired for 
any thing higher, the author appears not to have been so 
anxious to discover. Thus, the doctrine of creation was 
denied, and a law of developement substituted in its place. 
But Cuvier, the Newton of geological science, condemned 
the theory as having no foundation in nature, discarding 
both the idea of the production of beings by spontaneous 
generation, and of their gradual developement into higher 
forms, and maintaining not only that all beings have their 
origin in the direct agency of God, but that the several 
races whose relics have been disentombed by the re- 
searches of geology, were respectively introduced by suc- 
cessive acts of his creative power, each with a higher degree 
of organization, as the earth became fitted for their residence 
and support His definition of an animal or organized 
being, is worthy of special notice, as it perfectly harmo- 
nizes with the Scripture doctrine of creation : " Every or- 
ganized body has its peculiar form, not only generally and 
exteriorly, but even in the detail of the structure of each of 
its parts :" or, in other words, " Every organized being 
forms an entire system of its own, all the parts of which 
mutually correspond, and concur to produce a definite pur- 
pose by reciprocal reaction, or by combining to the same 
end." ^^ In rejecting the hypothesis of spontaneous gen- 
erations, he affirmed that " all the efforts of those physio- 
logists who believe in the possibility of it, have not suc- 
ceeded in showing us a single instance." In investigating 
the question of the reality of species in nature, in addition 
to examining the bones of all the living and extinct races 
that could be found in the cabinets of Europe, he procured 
from the tombs and temples of Egypt, mummies of va- 
rious animals, — cats, ibises, birds of prey, dogs, monkeys, 
crocodiles, &c., that lived more than three thousand years 
ago; concerning which, after the most careful and de- 

21 Animal Kingdom, L 19. Theoiy of the Earth, p. 90. 
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tailed examination, he declared that '^ not the slightest dif- 
ference is to be perceived between these animals and those 
of the same species which we now see." ** In replying to 
those who argued that a much longer period had been al* 
lowed for the growth and alteration of species, before the 

f)resent races were introduced, he employed the following 
anguage : " If the species have changed by degrees, as 
they assume, we ought to find traces of their gradual mo- 
dification. Thus, between the Palaeotherium, and the spe- 
cies of our own days, we should be able to discover some 
intermediate forms, and yet no such discovery has ever 
been made. Since the bowels of the earth have not pre- 
served the monuments of this strange genealogy, we have 
a right to conclude, that the ancient, and now extinct spe- 
cies, were as permanent in their forms and character, as 
those which exist at present ;" and, moreover, " animals 
have certain fixed and natural characters, which resist the 
effects of every kind of influence, whether proceeding from 
natural causes, or human interference ; and we have not 
the slightest reason to suspect, that time has any more ef- 
fect upon them than climate." ^ Such were the positions 
of Cuvier. They have stood the most searching criticism 
and thorough investigation, and have since become the 
fully-accredited doctrines of scientific geologists. The 
idea of the developement and transmutation of species, 
has been abandoned by them as an exploded hypothesis, 
having not the least support in nature ; and it has become 
an admitted principle of their science, that each race of 
creatures has been created with a distinct and peculiar con- 
stitution, fitting it to a particular and definite end, with 
power only to generate its kind ; and that the several or- 
ders, or species of organic life, which have existed in for^ 
mer ages, and whose relics are now detected in the strata 
of the earth, were severally introduced, not by the action 
of a law of natural developement, metamorphosing their 
natures, but by successive acts of creative power, with 
qualities as distinctly marked, as any at present existing, 
and in every respect, as perfect in their organization, con- 
sidering the state of the globe, and the nature of the thea- 
tre in which they were destined to play the parts assigned 
them in the system of creation. 

» Theory of the EaiOi, p. Ya. ^T>^. ^. \\4, 122. 
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The doctrine of the developement and transmutation of 
species, however, has recently had an ingenious repetition 
in an anonymous work which, like other novel matter of 
its kind, has had many readers, known os " the Vestiges 
of the Natural History of Creation," The author's theory, 
whoever he may be, is essentially the one which was put 
forth by Lamarck, though he commences a little farther 
back, telling us how the heavenly bodies, as well as ani- 
mals and men, have been produced. He has a name for 
a creator in his system, but he is careful to relieve him 
from the trouble of having any thing to do. He talks, too, 
of " creation," but, according to his reasoning, there has 
been, and can be, no such thing. Nothing in the universe, 
if we may believe him, has been fixed and determined by 
a sovereign Will and Disposer ; the nature of every thing, 
and of every being, is indefinite and changing, liable to be 
to-morrow quite different from what it is to-day ; and what 
is called " creation," is but another name for " develope- 
ment." If his book had been called " Vestiges of the Na- 
tural History of Developement," it would have had some 
meaning ; as it is, it is a perfect misnomer. On his hy- 
pothesis, nothing is created, because to nothing is given a 
fixed and definite nature ; but every thing is developed ; 
"fire-mist" is developed into revolving globes; fine par- 
ticles of matter in " albumen," are developed into animal^ 
cules, animalcules into zoophites, zoophites into molluscs, 
molluscs into fishes, fishes into serpents, serpents into bird^i 
birds into kangaroos, kangaroos into monkeys, and mon- 
keys into men ; — and by what agency ? Why, by the 
almighty power of " law," — " organic law," — "a law of 
developement " ! The fallacies of his reasoning have been 
ably and repeatedly exposed. " The whole scientific world 
has declared the theory a groundless hypothesis. In As- 
tronomy, it has been condemned by Herschel ; in Geolo- 
gy, by Lyell ; in Comparative Anatomy, by Owen ; in 
Physiology^ by Carpenter ; in Zoology, by Agassiz. In 
fact, it is universally agreed, among men having any solid 
claims to science, that the nameless author of the book, 
ingeniously as he has argued, has not "made out his 
case." ** 

3* The latest light with which we have been favored on the subject 

36* 
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Lest the reader may imagine that we have dealt unfair- 
ly, in the treatment of this part of our subject, or that we 
have too strongly stated the case touching the testimony of 
science, in support of the doctrine of the reality and per- 
manency of species in nature, against the idea of sponta- 
neous generation, and progressive developement, we will 
here adduce a few specimens of the manner in which the 
leading men in the scientific world, particularly in the geo- 
logical world, express themselves on the subject. Our ex- 
tracts must be brief, but in each case, they will be from 
men whose lives have been devoted to a diligent study 
and classification of facts, in their departments of science, 
and whose opinion is therefore entitled to far more confi- 
dence than that of a mere sciolist, or theorist ; and at the 
same time, they will be of a character to indicate their real 
sentiments. 

Charles Lyell, " From the above considerations," (having ta- 

here discussed, has come to us in an octavo volume of nearly eight hun- 
dred pages, bearing this title, " Revelations, &c. by A. Jackson Davis, 
the Clairvoyant" More than a hundred pages are devoted to a "re- 
velation" of the manner in which the world and its inhabitants were 
brought into existence, but it is a revelation having not the least claim 
to originality, except in the hlabhery (we must be pardoned the use of 
this word) manner in which it is announced. "The Clairvoyant's" 
theory, is but a diluted statement of that of the author of " the Vesti- 
ges." All permanency of types or species in nature, is denied, and 
" fire-mist and globes are manufactured out of animalcules and mon- 
kies, by the aid of a " law of natural developement." In one respect, 
however, he is more consistent than his gifted, but less favored brother 
of the " Vestiges ;" namely, in disowning the reality of creation alto- 
gether, the origin of all things being referred to a " magnificent law of 
progressive developement !" On page 254, the " revelation " runs thus : 
" The term * creation ' has no signification ;" and the reason assigned 
for it, partakes of the sublimity of the preceding announcement; "as 
the origin of everv form, principle, and substance, in being, is owing to 
some prior cause f" That is to say, the Greek Slave is not a " creation" 
of Hu-am Powers, because its origin is owing to a "prior cause," name- 
ly, the creative genius of the artist ! This, we believe, is quite a fair 
specimen of the contents of the book. It contains just such a medley of 
sense and nonsense, as we had reason to expect nom a " Clairvoyant," 
in communication with some three or four minds, whose brains had be- 
come half-addled with the sublime mysteries of Mesmerism, Sweden- 
borgianism. Transcendentalism, and Fourierism. It has been recommend 
ed to me on the ground of its geological knowledge. Its merits, in 
this respect, are about equal to the story of" Sinbad the Sailor," and the 
" Arabian Nights' £2ntertainments," as books of geology. 
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ken a thorough survey of the whole subject,) " it appears, that 
species have a real existence in nature ; and that each was en- 
dowed, at the time of its creation, with the attributes and organ- 
ization by which it is now distinguished." " No geologists, who 
are in possession of all the data now established respecting fossil 
remains, will for a moment contend for the doctrine of the succes- 
sive developement of animal and vegetable life." — Principles of 
Geology, iii. 83. i. 228. 

William Buckland, " The doctrines of the derivation of living 
species, either by developement and transmutation from other spe- 
cies, or by an eternal succession from preceding individuals of 
the same species, without any evidence of a beginning, or pros- 
pect of an end, has nowhere been met by so full an answer, as 
that afforded by the phenomena of fossil organic remains." — 
Bridgewater Treatise^ i. 435. 

Adam Sedgwick. " At succeeding epochs, new tribes of beings 
were called into existence, not merely as the progeny of those 
that had appeared before them, but as new and living proofs of 
creative interference ; and, though formed on the same plan, and 
bearing the same marks of wise contrivance, oftentimes as unlike 
those creatures which preceded them, as if they had been ma- 
tured in a different portion of the universe, and cast upon the earth 
by the collision of another planet." — Discourse on the Studies of 
the University, 

Crideon A. MantelL " The theory of the progressive develope- 
ment of creation, receives no support from the state of the vege- 
tation in the early geological epochs, as Dr. Lindley has empha- 
tically remarked." " It was from this apparent successive de- 
velopement of living beings, from the most simple to the most 
complex organization, that the geological theory which once pre- 
vailed, took its rise ; but I scarcely need remark, that the facts 
warrant no such inference." " The cell that forms the germ of 
each species of organism, is endowed with special properties, 
which can result in nothing but the fabrication of that particular 
species. The serious error which pervades the theory, advanced 
in the work entitled, * The Vestiges of the Natural History of 
Creation,' has arisen from its author having assumed analogy to 
be proof of identity." — Wonders of Geology^ pp. 691, 778. 
Thoughts on Animalcules^ p. 24. 

William Whewell. " When species are modified by external 
causes, they usually degenerate, and do not advance. And there 
u no instance of a species acquiring an entirely new sense, fa- 
culty, or organ, in addition to, or in the place of, what it had be- 
fore." — History of the Inductive Sciences^ vol. iii. p. 629. 
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M. Agassiz. " I cannot admit the transformation of species 
from one formation to another." " The Zoophites, Molusca, and 
Articulata, existed in the earliest period of the earth's develope- 
ment ; but they do not allow of our supposing, that any progres- 
sive perfection to the present creation occurred." — Report on the 
fossiUfish of the Devonian system^ p. 84. American Journal of 
Science, March, 1846, p. 280. 

J, Muller, the distinguished German Physiologist. " All the 
phenomena at present observed in the animal kingdom, seem to 
prove, that the species were originally created distinct and inde- 
pendent of each other. There is no remote possibility of one 
species being produced by another." — Quoted in North Am. JRe- 
view, vol. Ix. 457. 

Charles Bell " Every thing declares the species to have its 
origin in a distinct creation, not in a gradual variation from some 
original type." — Mechanism of the Hand, p. 115. 

Richard Owen. '^ Thus, though a general progress may be dis- 
cerned, the interruptions and faults, to use a geological phrase, 
negative the notion that the progression has been the result of 
self-developing energies, adequate to %. transmutation of specific 
characters ; but, on the contrary, support the conclusion, that the 
modifications of osteological structure which characterize the ex- 
tinct species, were originally impressed upon them at their crea- 
tion, and have been neither derived from the improvement of a 
lower, nor lost by progressive developement into a higher type." 
— Report on British Fossil Reptiles, p. 202. 

P. T. Ansted, " From the investigations of Naturalists, con- 
cerning various groups of animals of high organizations, as they 
are now distributed in different parts of the world, there is, there- 
fore, I repeat, no support for any theory of the progressive de- 
velopement of species ; while the comparison of the species them- 
selves, with those found fossil, is equally opposed to any such 
view." — Picturesque Sketches of Creation, p. 394. 

Edward Hitchcock. ^^ As to the transmutation of species, geol- 
ogy has shown that it has never taken place ; while physiology 
demonstrates, that species are permanent, and can never be trans- 
muted." — Inaugurcd Address, p. 30. 

Benjamin Silliman. " There is every reason to believe, that 
the creation of animals and plants was successive ; not by equivo- 
cal generation — not by atomic action, but by the fiat of the Al- 
mighty." " There is no evidence that the animals of one period 
originated those of a preceding, by gradual developement. This 
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is one of those leaps in logic, especially favored by a large devel- 
opement of * the function of hypothesis.' Geology, if its facts 
mean any thing, fully shows that tribes of animals have succes- 
sively disappeared, owing to physical causes ; and that the new 
race have appeared by creation, and not by gradation, or ' pro- 
gress.' " — Course of Geological Lectures^ p. 65. Am. Journal of 
Science, March, 1846, p. 252. 

Thus, then, the Scripture teachers were not in error, 
though they were long alone, in asserting the doctrine of 
the creation of all things by an infinite and eternal Being. 
As the light of Christianity has made its way among men, 
this sublime doctrine has gradually revealed itself to their 
minds, and it has at last found ample confirmation in the 
deductions of science. In the first stages of geological in- 
quiry, it is true, the archives of nature were supposed to 
furnish the means of discrediting the ancient words of re- 
velation, by showing either that the world and its inhabi- 
tants had existed eternally, or that they had their origin in 
a natural law of developement, without the agency of an 
intelligent Creator ; but in the course of its progress, it has 
dissipated these apprehensions, and demonstrated the real- 
ity of Divine interference and agency, in the origin of the 
living system of nature. It is not in the power of this sci- 
ence, however, or of any other, to show us hoto the world, 
or any thing else, has been created. The method is totally 
beyond her power to detect ; she can only demonstrate the 
fact. " When we inquire whence came the successive 
tribes of plants and animals into this our world, geology is 
silent. The mystery of creation is not within the range of 
her legitimate territory ; she says nothing, but she points 
upwards." ^ Confident as she is that all things have had 
a beginning, and that each has a fixed and determinate na- 
ture, she is obliged to confess her inability to draw aside 
the veil that hides the manner of their origin, and humbly 
to accept the explanation of the mystery which comes from 
a higher source. *' Through faith, we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen, were not made by the things which do ap- 
pear." The doctrine came, and it still comes, " through 
faith ;" the work of creation never has been, and never can 

25 History of the Inductive Sciences, vol. iiL p. 639. 
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be, an object of sight, or of physical analysis ; and the use 
and benefit of science, consist in demonstrating to us the 
necessity and wisdom of this conclusion, and in leading 
us to receive the light which comes from heaven, to dissi- 
pate our darkness, and acquaint us with the attributes and 
purposes of the Divine Mind ; and the history of geology, 
more, perhaps, than that of any other science, affords a 
striking verification of the truth of Lord Bacon's remark, 
that " a little philosophy inclineth man's mind to atheism, 
but depth in philosophy bringeth men's minds about to 
religion." 

As yet, however, it must have been perceived, the cos- 
mogony of Moses, properly so called, has not engaged our 
attention, as connected with the disclosures of geological 
science. This part of our subject we are not at all dis- 
posed to pass over, though our limits will not allow us to 
treat it at any length. We can only indicate the light in 
which we have been led to regard it, and allude to some 
of the instances in which the account has been verified by 
the progress of geology, and to the manner in which we 
interpret the alleged discrepancy between them. 

1. Geology confirms the truth of the cosmogony in re- 
spect to the order or succession of creation, that "in the 
beginning, God created the heaven and the earth," — a 
simple affirmation that all things have their origin in the 
creative energy of God, — " the heaven and the earth " 
being a common Hebraim for all things. The earth was 
first brought into existence, and for a while it was covered 
with darkness and sterility, but its face was subsequently 
illuminated and improved under the hand of the Creator, 
until different orders of vegetable and animal life were 
introduced, and the work ultimately crowned in the crea- 
tion of man. Geology reverently bows her head, and 
acknowledges the representation of the sacred historian to 
be emphatically true. It describes the earth as having 
undergone a course of preparation before it was fitted to 
be inhabited, and the work of creation was carried on 
through the vegetable and animal kingdoms until man 
himself was introduced. 

2. Geology confirms the truth of the account in respect 
to the manner or method of enlarging the amount of orga- 
nic life upon the globe. Moses describes it as having 



1847.] The Scripture Doctrine of OreaHon. 423 

been done, not by the gradual growth of species into 
higher ones, but by successive acts of divine power. At 
the birth of each new race, a fresh mandate goes forth ; 
and lo ! a new monument of the Creator's agency stands 
before him. We have seen how emphatic is the testimony 
of geology in re-affirming this truth. 

3. Geology harmonizes with the Mosaic cosmogony in 
representing that the continents of the globe were formerly 
covered by the ocean, and subsequently elevated. In the 
account, the face of the earth is described as having been 
wholly submerged by water until during the third period 
of its history, when " the dry land " made its appearance, 
evidently in a quiet and orderly manner, above the surface 
of an all-pervading ocean. This revealed doctrine has be- 
come a geological fact. Our continents are shown to 
have been formed beneath the ocean and afterwards ele- 
vated, both by the water-worn materials of which they are 
composed, and by the remains of marine animals therein 
imbedded. Marine shells occur in the Alps and Pyranees, 
9000 feet above the level of the ocean ; in the Andes, more 
than 13,000 feet ; and in the Himalayas, more than 16,- 
000.^^ The origin of these shells was for a while referred 
to the deluge of Noah, but they have since been deter- 
mined to belong to a species that became extinct long be- 
fore the time of that event. 

4. Geology agrees with our cosmogony in teaching that 
man was the crowning work of creation, the last race of 
creation called into existence. After all the other forms of 
the organic world had been introduced, according to the 
account, man is created in the image of his Maker, and 
delegated with dominion over the earth and its lower 
tribes. There is something peculiarly remarkable in the 
manner in which this has been confirmed by geological 
discovery. While the remains of other animals are found 
in solid rocks many hundred feet in the earth, the bones of 
man have been discovered only in the loose sand and 
gravel covering its surface, — in what is called alluvium, 
marking the latest period of time in the geological calen- 
der. 

5. Geology agrees with our cosmogony in teaching that 

3^ Lyell's Elements of Greology, vol. L, p. 8. 
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the human race has been in existence but a few thousand 
years. According to the usual modes of reckoning, the 
Scripture chronology makes a little more than 6000 years 
since the creation of man ; according to Hale's method of 
interpreting the Scripture chronology, it is somewhat 
more than 7000. There is nothing in geology to lengthen 
out the period. Indeed, the science furnishes much evi- 
dence to the effect that man cannot have been long an in- 
habitant of the earth, by showing that he has yet made but 
little impression upon its surface and materials, and that 
none of his works exhibit marks of great antiquity. The 
great Cuvier gave the subject his attention, and after col- 
lating the annals of the earth and of the nations, some of 
the latter making extravagant claims to antiquity, he came 
to a conclusion in perfect agreement with our Scripture ac- 
count of the age and history of the human race. 

6. Geology harmonizes with our cosmogony in teaching 
that every product of divine power was adapted to a wise 
and benevolent end, and was, in fact, emphatically good. 
At each step in the work of creation, the Divine Being, 
after the poetical style of the Hebrews, is represented as 
looking upon his productions and declaring them to be 
" good ;" and when the entire work is crowned in the crea- 
tion of man, he reviews the whole, and they are all declared 
to be " very good." This account is the more remarkable 
from the fact, that it has had no practical recognition in 
the other systems of ancient cosmogony. Perhaps without 
a single other exception, all the ancient cosmogonies sup- 
posed evil beings and evil spirits to have dominion in the 
universe, even in the work of creation. But peculiar as 
this part of our cosmogony is, it has been wonderfully con- 
fomed by the disclosures of science. So far from finding 
evidence of cruelty and malignity in the records of past 
creations, geology detects the most clear and convincing 
proofs that all things have been created on the principles 
of universal goodness, every race of creatures having been 
adapted to a wise and benevolent end, and so constituted 
as to be the partakers of the divine bounty, and at the 
same time to contribute their share to the good of the 
general system of which they were individual parts. This 
feature of the bearing of geology on the cause of religion 
has been very eloquently set forth in the writings of P?esi- 
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dent Hiichcock ; and how his positions can be reconciled 
with the idea of the existence of infinite evil and endless 
punishment under the divine government, we are totally 
unable to conceive. 

Bat the creation of the earth and its living tribes is repre- 
sented as having taken place in six days, — what shall we 
say to this ? Because geology shows that a longer period 
than six literal days must have been consumed in the 
work, shall we therefore reject the whole account as a 
piece of religious imposture, although exhibiting so many 
remarkable instances of agreement with the results of 
scientific discovery ? Candor would hold us back from a 
conclusion so rash and hasty, and suggest the possibility 
of finding an interpretation which will banish all appear- 
ance of contradiction, and allow of perfect harmony be- 
tween the Scriptural cosmogony and- modern science^ 
The seeming discrepancy is accounted for and explained 
by many, both among theologians and geologists, by re- 
garding the designations of time, called six days, as 
descriptive of so many long periods of indefinite length ; 
and it is certain that the freedom and latitude with which 
the Scripture writers have employed the term day, lends 
much plausibility to this interpretation. But if we pay 
due attention to the poetical style in which the account is 
written, and to the immediate purpose of the writer, we 
may discover good reason for regarding these periods of 
time as mere costumes, or dress, for the purpose of giving 
his subject a form to make it the more impressive, or as 
mere framework, like scaffolding in architecture, designed 
merely for temporary use. This manner of speaking was 
frequent with the sacred teachers, as in the accounts of the 
temptation of Job and of Christ. And was there not need 
of its adoption by Moses in addressing the Jews ? They 
were not a body of keen-sighted philosophers, who were 
qualified to master abstractions ; and it was no part of his 
business to give them lessons in physics or metaphysics. 
Their education had been in the brick-yards of Egypt, 
under a system of Polytheism which had taught them to 
worship the sun, moon, stars and animals, as living and 
immortal gods; and it was the divinely-appointed purpose 
of his mission to deliver them from this system, and teach 
them the unity, spirituality and moral government of the 
VOL, IV. 36 
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true God. How could he do it ? In no way so effectually 
as by teaching them the doctrine of the creation of aU 
things by one God, thus enabling them to look upon the uni- 
verse as his temple and altar ; and as it was to be to them 
an ordinance and a benefit to work six days and rest the 
seventh, how natural and how wise was it for their teacher 
and lawgiver to frame his representation of the work of 
creation after a model drawn from this institution, — repre- 
senting God as creating the world in six days and resting 
on the seventh, wholly for the purpose of making the truth 
and reality of the great doctrine the more vivid and im- 
pressive to their as yet unspiritual minds. This view has 
been taken by several learned men, even independently of 
considerations drawn from geology. " If we would form a 
clear and distinct notion of this whole description of crea- 
tion," says Knapp, "we must conceive of six separate 
pictures, in which this great work is represented in each 
successive stage of its progress towards completion. And 
as the performance of the painter, though it must hj^ve 
natural truth for its foundation, must not be considered or 
judged of, as a delineation of mathematical or scientific 
accuracy ; so neither must this pictorial representation of 
creation be regarded as literally and exactly true. By such 
a representation, the notion of the creation is made easy to 
every mind ; and common people seeing it so distinctly 
portrayed, can form some distinct conceptions concerning 
it, and read or hesir the account of it with interest"^ 
" The picture of the creation is sublime poetry," sa^s Her- 
der, " arranged by si3^ days' works and numbers." ^ 

We have now travelled over the ground we had in- 
tended ; and though the journey has been somewhat long 
and tedious, we have reached an eminence which com- 
mands a goodly prospect, — a view in which are blended 
tbe beauties of earth and the glories of heaveq. Whether 
we consider the revealed doctrine of creation in the light 
of history, or of modern science, we find it every way en- 
titled to our reverence and Qonfidence ; and, adopting its 
sublime philosophy of the universe, we can say, witb aa 

^ Lectures on Christian Theologv, voL L, p. 356. 
33 Spirit of Hebrew Poetry, vol. u., pp. 258 — 265. This view of t}ie 
subject is venr ably presented by Mr. Powel in his ComnMon oJfNtituni 
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elevation of thought and feeling, known only to him who 
has drunk at " Siloa's brook that flowed fast by the oracle 
of God," — 

" These are thy glorious works, Parent of Good I 
Almighty ! thine this universal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then ! 
Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these heavens, 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine." 

Bft* S* 
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1. Pages from the Ecclesiastical History of New England, during 
the Century between 1740 and 1840. Boston: James B. Dow, Publisher. 
1847. 12mo. pp. 126. 

On the ground of taste, we may complain that the title of this 
pamphlet is too vague, like the policy which the work exposes. 
The real subject is, the gradual preparation for Unitarianism, in 
the old Congregational churches of New England ; the subsequent 
rise of that doctrine in them ; and its successive developements. 
All this is traced out by a rapid, but comprehensive, historical re- 
view. The writer begins with the early state of religious parties 
among the Puritans here ; shows the points of divergence between 
them. Orthodox as they all still were ; follows the progress of this 
divergence till one of the tendencies began to come out into Armi- 
nianism,and then into glimpses of Arianism, — marks the transition 
to a latent Unitarianism, which grew more decided after the 
Revolutionary war ; and finally he presents the successive forms 
in which this latter doctrine came out, down to its last and lowest 
manifestation in the " Discourse " of Rev. Theodore Parker. 

The following is a synopsis of the history. When Whitefield 
came to New-England, in 1740, " there was already a stricter 
and a gentler party " among the Congregationalists here. The 
violent agitations that followed his preaching, brought these two 
classes into frequent collision, widening the apparent difference 
between them. The excessive dogmatism of the " stricter " party 
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provoked the " gentler " to latitudinarianism ; and this departure 
from the ancient landmarks, led the latter, in an age of dominating 
and jealous Orthodoxy, to a degree of concealment on certain 
controverted points of faith. For a while, they seem to have 
rested on a form of Arminianism, as opposed to the Calvinism of 
their brethren. Some of the more adventurous were strongly 
suspected of Arianism, as early as the middle of the century, though 
all direct proof of this " heresy " was carefully guarded from the 
public eye. The style of preaching grew more studiously nega- 
tive in respect to certain doctrinal tenets, — covering them up, 
under the plea that they were matters of indifference. The object 
was to preserve outward uniformity in the body of Congregational 
churches ; notwithstandmg this body was really so discordant in 
faith, that a plain avowal of the more recent opinions would pro- 
bably have dissolved the bond at once. As usual, the forbear- 
ance was chiefly on one side, — that of the suspected; though 
members of both parties occasionally entered into warm contro- 
versy on Free-will and Calvinistic decrees, and on the Revival 
movements. 

It was not till 1787, that Unitarianism had a tangible existence 
in New England. At this date. King's Chapel, formerly an 
Episcopal church, (now Stone Chapel, School street, Boston,) be- 
came avowedly Unitarian, under its new pastor, the excellent 
Freeman. But though, from this time onward, the ministers and 
theologians were, in general, conscious that some form of Unita- 
riansm secretly prevailed, to a great extent, in Massachusetts, 
particularly in the capital and its neighborhood, yet, for twenty- 
five years longer, or till as late as 1812, there was not, among 
the Congregationalists of the Commonwealth, a preacher, nor 
society, nor church, nor an eminent individual, who openly 
avowed that doctrine, or who could be positively convicted of it; 
those connected with the Stone Chapel being, of course, excepted. 
In 1815, the mask, so long worn, was torn off, by the unexpected 
publication, at Boston, of Extracts from Letters written by Unitarians 
here, to Mr. Belsham, the distinguished Unitarian of England, to 
inform him of the real state of their doctrine in this country. 
" That can never be a bright page in the history of their cause in 
New England, which records that it was not their own hand that, 
at last, drew the veil aside." 

Such is a summary of what the writer says of the rise and for- 
tune of Unitarianism, in the Congregational churches of New 
England, down to the date of its exposure. 

We are not sufficiently acquainted with the facts in detail, to 
pronounce on the accuracy of many of the particular statements 
in this pamphlet. The general representation, however, we sup- 
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pose to be correct ; we mean so far as it regards the manner in 
which Unitarianism was historically developed here. The color- 
ing, indeed, may be somewhat heightened ; for this would naturally 
be the case in such a history, written by an Episcopalian, dispas- 
sionate and honorably disposed, as the writer seems to be. 
There may, also, be inferences, here and there suggested, which 
a reader, with different attachments, will think unwarranted. 
Some points are evidently strained beyond historical fact ; as 
when it is said that Unitarians " extended the grasp of cordial fel- 
lowship " to Universal ists. They did so, in no other way than as 
they extended it to all Christian sects. 

The writer seems to think, (p. 29,) that Dr. Mayhew left 
nothing in his works which absolutely proves his rejection of 
Trinitarianism. He cannot have seen the note on pp. 417, 418, 
of a volume of his Sermons, published at Boston, in 1755. It is 
also said, (p. 53,) that the Treatise on the Atonement, by Mr. 
Ballou, (" by Ballou, the Universalist leader,") was published in 
1803. It should be 1805. 

In the early history of every denomination, there is some one 
characteristic fault of a moral kind. The Unitarians happily 
avoided most of those which have marked the rise of other sects. 
Would that they had also avoided the one here described ! Still 
there are considerations that extenuate, though they cannot justify, 
the offence. So gradual was the divergence of opinions, and for 
a long time so slow was its progress, that the forerunners of the 
Unitarians, and then the early Unitarians themselves, were led, 
almost imperceptibly and unconsciously, into the practice of con- 
cealment. But there is a law in this matter, which works as 
surely as do the laws of physical nature. The practice became, 
at length, a habit ; the concealment, had, by degrees, gathered 
under its folds a mass of opinions so unpopular, that no ordinary 
courage would suffice to draw aside the veil, and astound the 
church. It seemed a matter of necessity, now, that it should be 
maintained. Like all other habits, too, it grew more and more 
inveterate, more systematic. It gave rise to false maxims, to 
keep itself in countenance. The rule that all religious doctrines 
were indifferent, was needed, not merely to ward off unwelcome 
interrogations, but also to satisfy the conscience. But here again, 
there is a law that works with fatal certainty. This rule, or plea, 
once adopted, though under tacit reservations, was as sure to be 
followed, in due time, by Mr. Parker's " Discourse on Religion," 
as the grain that is sown is sure to produce a harvest of its kind ; 
for the plea itself logically involves the germ of infidelity. With 
religious bodies, as with individuals, it is not what they resolve, 
that determines their course and results ; it is the principles they 
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cherish. These are living forces, that will develope themselves 
according to their laws, in spite of all we can do the contrary. 

Should this pamphlet give additional impulse to the good work 
in which we think the Unitarians are now engaging, — should it 
move them to a more general determination to correct the one 
fault that has come down to them like an '* original sin,'' they will 
have cause to rejoice in its publication, whatever may have been 
the object of the writer. 

2. Universalism the Doctrine of the Bible. By Rev. Asher Moore. 
Philadelphia : Printed for the Publisher, by J. H. Gihon, N. E, Comer 
of Sixth and Chesnut Sts., 1847. 12mo. pp. 196. 

Without attempting any acute argumentations, or aiming at 
profound and exhaustive processes of reasoning, Mr. Moore has 
given us a very plain, sensible, and familiar illustration of the 
general field of Scripture doctrine, contrasted with the schemes 
of human invention, both ancient and modern. He does not de- 
scend to minute points, but presents the broad principles of his sub- 
ject, and then follows them out, on the direct highway, to their 
results. The being, purpose, and government of God, the ori- 
ginal and present condition of man, the character of Christ, to- 
gether with the process and final consummation of his work, are 
the topics treated of. The book is written in a clear, popular 
style, and with a good degree of correctness. 

3. Christian Non-resistance, in all its important bearings, Illustrated 
and Defended. By Adin Ballou. Philadelphia : J. Miller M'Kim, No. 
31 N. Fifth street, 1846. 

This book is one of the ablest we have seen, devoted to the 
subject of Non-resistance. Its author is a close and strong rea- 
soner. He has written often and well, on various philanthropic 
subjects, but never more to the purpose than in this book. Whe- 
ther he is correct in all his positions, will be questioned. But we 
should like very much for the questioner to fall into the hands of 
the author of this book. 

He says, in his Preface, that " it is a book for the future, ra- 
ther than the present, and will be better appreciated by the public, 
half a century hence, than now." He believes that " a better 
future is now dawning," and that " a work like this is needed to 
help develope the coming age of love and peace." The book 
contains seven chapters, as follows : 1, Explanatory Definitions. 
2, Scriptural Proofs. 3, Scriptural Objections Answered. 4, Non- 
resistance not contrary to Nature. 5, The Safety of Non-resist- 
ance. 6, Greneral Objections Answered. 7, Non-resistance in 
Belation to Government. It is written in a very readable style ; 
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and will interest almost any one who loves reading at all. The 
author makes straight work with what he calls evasions and ob- 
jections, often used in opposition to his doctrine, and calls in many 
facts to illustrate and enforce his positions. We hope the book 
will be extensively read. We have no fears that its extrava- 
gancies, if any, will do harm, while we have much confidence in 
the Christian spirit which pervades it. a. 

4. Locke Amsden, or, The SchoolmaBter: a Tale. By the Author 
of " Mary Martin," *' The Green Mountain Boys," &c. &c., Boston : 
Benjamin B. Mussey & Ca, No. 29 Comhill, 1847. 12mo. pp. 231. 

A Novel, which it will harm no one to read, who has leisure to 
spare for the purpose ; and this is a commendation that can justly 
be given to few works belonging to this department of literature. 
The author informs us that it was " written less with the hope of 
fining literary fame, than of awakening an interest, and impart- 
ing useful hints,'' on the subject of common schools, popular edu- 
cation, and self-intellectual culture. Miss Martineau's tales, or 
Illustrations of Political Economy, may have suggested fiction as 
the medium of conveying the sentiments ; but we see no special 
resemblance between his work and hers, in other respects. His 
abounds more in stirring incidents, and in painting of manners, 
than the most of hers, if we remember aright. It is respectable 
in point of artistic merit ; though we think it is in this that the 
author's greatest deficiency appears. He is a little prosy, now 
and then ; and his language sometimes betrays a want of practice 
in composition. These, however, are but slight faults. The 
characters are well presented, as they are well chosen, the plot 
is easy and natural throughout, the manners are described to the 
life, and the interest of the story is sufiiciently exciting, without 
becoming violent. There is more living human nature in the 
book, than we have found in any other recent novel that we now 
recollect. But its greatest excellence, we think, is the perfectly 
healthful tone which pervades it, so different from the morbidness, 
that is now the rage. There is a quant, stiff', of Zoi?e, in it ; but 
then it is love, such as a man need not be ashamed to feel, nor a 
woman to reciprocate. We had not seen any real love in a no- 
vel, or tale, for a long time. We thought the genuine article had 
utterly died out, and that its place would have to be supplied, till 
Miller's advent, by the artificial elixir that has flooded our market, 
or, still worse, by the vile philtres imported from France, and re- 
compounded by some of our own geniuses. But we take cour- 
age, again. 

Among the characters of the story, that of the noble-hearted 
Capt. Bunker, the good school-committee man, who could neither 
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write nor read, is an original, well drawn, and supported through- 
out. His clear common sense, and his general information, and 
even science, notwithstanding his total ignorance of letters, are 
brought out in striking relief, and made to serve at once the two 
objects of illustrating the importance of self-education, and of 
school-instruction. The other characters also, do credit to the 
author's acquaintance with human nature, and his true apprecia- 
tion of it under its different phases. 

5. History of the Conquest of Peru, with a Preliminary View of the 
Civilization of the Incas. By William H. Prescott, Corresponding Mem- 
ber of the French Institute ; of the Royal Academy of History at Ma- 
drid, etc. &c, &c. New York: Harper and Brothers, 82 Cliff street, 
1847. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. 527, 547. 

We have neither space for a regular notice of this work, nor 
time to write one, even were we capable of doing the subject jus- 
tice. It is but repeating the opinions of critics on both sides of 
the Atlantic, to say that it sustains the reputation Mr. Prescott had 
acquired, by his two former historical works, and that it is a pro- 
duction which, like them, will reflect lasting honor on the litera- 
ture of our country. It will take its place among the few classic 
histories in the English language. To those acquainted with his 
Ferdinand and Isabella, or with his Conquest of Mexico, it is un- 
necessary to say any thing of the manner of its execution, — the 
exhaustive collection of documents and authorities, the systematic 
arrangement of the work, and the clear, pleasant, and picturesque 
style of the author, which, like a garment of light, invests the 
whole. If the conquest itself of Peru wants the unity of action, 
and the imposing grandeur which characterize that of Mexico, 
the scenes in detail are scarcely less stirring. The same wonder 
is awakened at the extent to which the natives, in both cases, had 
carried their civilization, and at the wealth and magnificence of 
the two empires, when they were invaded by the Spanish adven- 
turers. Nor is it less surprising, to mark how the innumerable 
hosts of the New World melted away before the handful of war- 
riors from the Old. It becomes a citizen of our country to say 
nothing, at present, of the horrible waste of human life, which 
drenched in blood the homes of the devoted people, at every step 
in the progress of the invasion. 
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